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1. Name of Property 

historic n«m^ Bean-Onr House 

Other names/site number 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

street & number 503 Cherry S t r e e t 

city or town H t . f.arifel 

• not for publication 

• vicinity 

state I11 i n o i s c o d 8 _ J L _ nnunty Wabash code 1S5_ zip code 6?ftfi.'^ 

3 . S ta te /Fede ra l A g e n c y Cer t i f i ca t ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that t h i s n o m i ration 
n request for determination of eligibility meets the documematlon starKiards for registering properties In the National f ^ i s te r of 
H ^ r i c Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CRI Part 60. In my opinbn, ttie property 
JS^meets G does not meet the National Register cnteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
n nationally D statewide l^tocatly. { D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying officiaimtle Date 

I l l inois Historic Pi^eservatton Agency 
state of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the Nationat Register criteria. (Cl See conlinuation sheet for additional 
commente.) 

Signature of certif^ng official/Titte Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification Nationa! 
hereby sertify lhat the propeny is 

[^entered m the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Regtster 

D See conlinuation sheet, 
determined not eligible for Ihe 

National Regtster. 

• removed from the National 
Register. 

U other, (explain:) 

f5 E:ilurf?'l 111 
Jiitlonai Kegistor" 

Signature cl the Keeper Date of Actfon 



Name of Property 
^jabash> I l l i n o i s 

County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many tioKes aa apply) 

1x1 private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Checic only one bou) 

^ building(s) 
• district 
n site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.) 

Contributing 

4 

Noncontributing 

0 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

m 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

MA 
6. Furtctlon or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domest ic /s inc i le d w e l l i n g 

Domestic/Secondary structures 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/Single dwelling 
Domestic/Secondary str;uctures 

7, Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Italianate 
Classical Revival 

Materials 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

foundation 

walls 

b r i c k 

b r i c k 

roof. a s p h a l t 

other wood 

Narrative Description 
(Descrit>e the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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D e s c r i p t i o n 

Having endured s e v e r a l changes throughout i t s h i s t o r y , the B e a l l -
Orr House, located at 503 Cherry S t r e e t has managed t o maintain i t s 
i n t e g r i t y and s t a t u r e as one of the major e d i f i c e s i n h i s t o r i c Mt. 
Carinel, I l l i n o i s , While the exact date of c o n s t r u c t i o n has not 
been a s c e r t a i n e d , the house was b u i l t as a p r i v a t e d w e l l i n g i n the 
e a r l y 1870's, and has been maintained as a p r i v a t e residence 
throughout i t s e x i s t e n c e . The house, I t a l i a n a t e o v e r l a i d with 
C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l d e t a i l s , i s s i t u a t e d on a s l i g h t r i s e from the 
s t r e e t on a corner l o t ( F i f t h and Cherry S t r e e t s ) , and i s 
surrounded by h e a v i l y landscaped lawns and gardens t h a t have 
evolved through the many years of the b u i l d i n g ' s l i f e . The grounds 
a l s o support a barn or c a r r i a g e house s t a b l e , a garage ( o r i g i n a l l y 
a c a r r i a g e garage), and a small b u i l d i n g t h a t was a summer 
kitchen/wash house. A narrow driveway, presumably the o r i g i n a l 
c a r r i a g e d r i v e , commences at Cherry S t r e e t and goes back along the 
north s i d e of the house, c i r c l i n g around i n t o the north door of the 
c a r r i a g e garage. 

TiOcal h i s t o r y has the house o r i g i n a l l y being b u i l t i n the e a r l y 
1870's and indeed some of the i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g , as 
'•'•11 as a check of property assessments i n Wabash County tax 
Xecords of t h a t era confirm t h i s . The e x t e r i o r of the s t r u c t u r e 
shows evidence of d i f f e r e n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s , a d d i t i o n s , and 
b u i l d i n g m o d i f i c a t i o n s . The o r i g i n a l house was b u i l t as an 
asymmetrical b r i c k I t a l i a n a t e two-story s t r u c t u r e , having a high 
f r o n t "T" plan wing, with a lower rear wing, and a one-story back 
s e c t i o n . The e n t i r e e x t e r i o r , i n c l u d i n g the foundation, i s made of 
b r i c k , l a i d i n an E n g l i s h bond p a t t e r n . 

The house was a somewhat reserved and modest I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . The 
roof was a simple h i p with a r a t h e r h e a v i l y decorated c o r n i c e and 
f r i e z e board, complete with brackets c o n t i n u i n g a l l around. The 
house had round windows i n the f r i e z e board surrounding the f r o n t 
"T" wing. These have si n c e been covered over. There was a 
f r o n t / s i d e porch much smaller and of a simpler s t y l e than the one 
c u r r e n t l y i n place. Scars of the e a r l i e r porch posts can s t i l l be 
seen on the b r i c k w a l l s , o u t l i n e d by the many years of p a i n t i n g and 
exposure t o the elements. On the rear of the house was a l a t t i c e 
enclosed porch which has been enclosed, probably t o enhance s a f e t y 
as there are four entrances i n t o the rear of the house from t h i s 
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Description (Continued) 

area. I t was enclosed with a stud wall p a r t i t i o n , wood v e r t i c a l 
siding and a door, to become an i n t e r i o r room. A previous owner 
indicated that t h i s porch was incorporated into the house i n 1963. 

The graceful Tuscan front entrance of the house i s double wooden 
doors, o r i g i n a l to the house. The doors are framed i n massive but 
simple wooden I t a l i a n a t e s t y l i n g with an arched etched glass window 
placed above. The window frame i s wooden with a flattened arch 
pediment crowning i t . The segmental arched pediment was added in 
the c. 1918 remodeling. (The door b e l l attached i s the old brass 
crank s t y l e , imprinted with "Taylor's patent Oct. 23, I860."} An 
elaborate or noticeable entrance was a trademark of I t a l i a n a t e 
architecture. Door shutters were added after 193 2 according to a 
previous owner. 

Windows are t a l l and narrow, large, double-hung, symmetrically 
spaced around the sides and front of the house. The windows, both 
f i r s t and second story, twenty-seven of them, are f u l l y arched, 
crowned with arched (inverted "U" shape) hoods made of Bedford 
limestone. The sashes are two-over-two throughout, except for the 
kitchen and pantry (three of them) on the back north side of the 
house which have sashes of four-over-four. The windows apparently 
have not been changed since the house was b u i l t , short of 
occasional broken glass replacement. The exception to the arched 
windows i s a one-story bay window on the south side of the house, 
with sashes of two-over-two. The current wood shutters, painted 
green, present for a l l the windows, show signs of e a r l i e r repair 
and probably date from the o r i g i n a l building. 

The e x t e r i o r of the house has a Bedford limestone water table 
placed at the foundation le v e l (approximately 3 1/2 feet above the 
ground) . There i s a crawl space (with a d i r t floor) under the main 
"T" wing and a basement (with a brick floor) under the lower rear 
wing. In the crawl space the openings between compartments have 
arched doorways i n the brick walls. The basement has two 
entrances, one from the rear on the outside of the house and one 
from the kitchen on the i n t e r i o r . 

The current appearance of the Beall-Orr House i s a mixture of two 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s ; An It a l i a n a t e house overlaid with C l a s s i c a l 
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R e v i v a l d e t a i l s . A " f a c e l i f t " t a k i n g the house from the I t a l i a n a t e 
to the more C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l occurred around 1918. I t was the 
r e s u l t of a remodeling and e x t e r i o r r e s t y l i n g t h a t was necessary 
a f t e r a major f i r e destroyed the roof and a t t i c of the house. 
Charred remains of the round a t t i c windows and of the pass-through 
frame between the f r o n t and back b u i l d i n g s e c t i o n s can s t i l l be 
seen i n the a t t i c . 

The house now has a very heavy c o r n i c e , though simpler than before, 
and three gabled asphalt s h i n g l e d roof s e c t i o n s over the f r o n t "T" 
plan wing at a much higher p i t c h than the low, simple h i p s t y l e 
roof of before the f i r e . The o r i g i n a l brackets and c o r n i c e s t i l l 
remain around the rear lower s e c t i o n of the house. There are fan 
shaped windows i n the three gable ends, which i s t y p i c a l of the 
C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l s t y l e . A l s o , the f r o n t / s i d e porch was expanded 
almost t h r e e - f o l d , and simple Roman Tuscan columns were added. 
This C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l porch now s t r e t c h e s from the south s i d e 
entry t o the f r o n t w a l l of the house, and i s enclosed w i t h a low 
wood r a i l i n g with wood b a l u s t e r s . The steps to both the west f r o n t 
and the south s i d e entrances are made of Bedford limestone. The 
west f r o n t steps are s o l i d s l a b s of limestone, f i v e f e e t i n width, 
w i t h two ornamental massive s o l i d pieces of limestone f l a n k i n g on 
each s i d e . The south s i d e steps are s i x and one-half f e e t i n 
width, w i t h f l a g s t o n e surface, and are flanked by limestone 
r a i l i n g s . These steps were placed during the c. 1918 renovations, 
but the west f r o n t steps are o r i g i n a l t o the house c o n s t r u c t i o n i n 
c. 1870. 

A second s t o r y back porch, c u r r e n t l y enclosed w i t h r e c t a n g u l a r , 
double-hung windows, extends across the width of the r e a r of the 
house. I t was added at a l a t e r date, probably a f t e r the f i r e and 
r e s u l t a n t e x tensive r e p a i r and renovation. Scars of the o l d lower 
l e v e l roof i n d i c a t e a s o r t of h i p roof t h a t covered the back porch. 
A window was modified to serve as a door to the new porch from the 
u p s t a i r s hallway, and a new opening was cut through the b r i c k w a l l 
t o gain access t o another s e c t i o n of the new porch from a second 
s t o r y bedroom. 

The house has three chimneys, a l l d a t i n g from the o r i g i n a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . One i s l o c at e d on the f r o n t north s i d e , s e r v i n g the 
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f i r s t f l o o r front parlor and second f l o o r master bedroom. The 
other two chimneys are located on opposite sides of the rear of the 
"T" plan wing. The three chimneys are s t r a t e g i c a l l y located to 
serve a l l eight f i r e p l a c e s of the house. A ninth (kitchen) 
f i r e p l a c e , which has been covered over, was served by the north 
rear chimney. 

While the c i r c a 1918 f i r e led to the exterior changes i n the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l i n g and d e t a i l i n g , i t apparently caused very 
l i t t l e to be changed on the i n t e r i o r of the house. The f l o o r plan 
remains today almost exactly as i t was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t , r e f l e c t i n g 
I t a l i a n a t e features and d e t a i l s . The f i r s t f l o o r plan has an 
entrance h a l l to the side, with a grand staircase leading to the 
second f l o o r . The h a l l intersects a cross h a l l that leads from the 
south side door to the i n t e r i o r of the house. The entry and cross 
h a l l s are a b i t unusual, as they intersect, make a s l i g h t jog, and 
continue on to the rear of the house. This apparently was a means 
of providing rooms on both sides of the house i n the rear sections 
while providing a v i s u a l block {most l i k e l y for privacy) when 
looking into the house from the front entry h a l l . The front 
parlor, dining room and l i b r a r y are very t y p i c a l of homes b u i l t i n 
the 1870's. A wooden f i l i g r e e screen arches over the hallway at 
the jog. An open arched doorway i s placed i n the rear of the back 
hallway, presiamably to demarcate the formal front part from the 
informal rear of the f i r s t f l o o r . There i s a second staircase 
leading from the f i r s t f l o o r hallway to the second f l o o r i n the 
rear of the house. I t i s somewhat at y p i c a l of back stairways, as 
i t i s an open, formal staircase, though narrower and less grand 
than the front staircase. An unusual feature i n the hallways on 
both f i r s t and second floors i s the rounded corners on the turns. 
The p l a s t e r i s rounded, as i s the woodwork molding. 

The second f l o o r i s a series of bedrooms, generally tracing the 
f i r s t f l o o r plan below, worthy of note are the generous closets 
located i n each bedroom, second f l o o r hallway and dining room. 
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A l s o noteworthy are the e i g h t formal I t a l i a n a t e f i r e p l a c e s l o c a t e d 
i n the main rooms throughout the house. These are c o a l - b u r n i n g , 
made of cast i r o n w i t h black enamel, somewhat ornate and very 
d i g n i f i e d . They are s t i l l f u n c t i o n a l but are c u r r e n t l y only 
d e c o r a t i v e , as the house has a b o i l e r and r a d i a t o r heating system. 

One outstanding I t a l i a n a t e feature throughout the house i s the 
remarkable woodwork. The wood t r i m around doors and windows i s 
composed of s e v e r a l kinds of wood--walnut, cherry, oak or ash. 
(See d e t a i l on f l o o r plan.) The woodwork i n the i n f o r m a l s e c t i o n s 
such as the k i t c h e n , pantry and second f l o o r r e a r bedrooms 
(presumably the o l d servants' quarters) i s of much simpler design 
and i s painted. The ornate, elaborate woodwork of the formal 
s e c t i o n s i s s t a i n e d , not painted, and i s i n e x c e p t i o n a l l y good 
c o n d i t i o n . 

The c u r r e n t owners of the house undertook a major renovation and 
f a c e l i f t of the i n t e r i o r of the house i n 1991-92, attempting to 
r e s t o r e the house to i t s o r i g i n a l grandeur while modernizing the 
l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s t o current standards. The e l e c t r i c a l system was 
replaced and updated, the plumbing was upgraded, c e n t r a l a i r 
c o n d i t i o n i n g was i n s t a l l e d , and a new roof of green asphalt 
s h i n g l e s was i n s t a l l e d . The t h i r d f l o o r a t t i c area over the f r o n t 
"T" wing was f i n i s h e d i n t o a r e c r e a t i o n room. P a r t of the 
renovation i n c l u d e d removal of d e t e r i o r a t i n g p l a s t e r , and i n so 
doing the presence of o l d sand p l a s t e r w i t h h a i r i n i t and o l d 
wooden l a t h s was discovered. Almost a l l of the p l a s t e r i n the 
house i s o r i g i n a l and has been c a r e f u l l y maintained over time. 
However two areas needed extensive r e p a i r at the time of the 1991-
92 renovations. The second f l o o r master bedroom at the f r o n t of 
the house had approximately 1/8 of i t s c e i l i n g p l a s t e r d e t e r i o r a t e d 
which had f a l l e n . A l s o, the rear s e c t i o n of the second f l o o r 
hallway had l o s t approximately 1/6 of i t s c e i l i n g p l a s t e r due to 
water damage r e s u l t i n g from a leak i n the roof. Worthy of note are 
the etched g l a s s transoms l o c a t e d over a l l doors of the house. 
These allowed a i r movement throughout the house, p r o v i d i n g some 
r e l i e f from the heat during times of hot weather. The board f l o o r s 
of the house are now covered with carpet or linoleum. The boards 
are g e n e r a l l y about s i x inches wide, tongue and groove, and with a 
dark f i n i s h , not r e a l l y of the q u a l i t y t h a t would normally be 



•»t Hm IMOtM 0«e Ae^mm MB ioi*«n$ 

United states Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page ^ 
— Beall-Orr House 

D e s c r i p t i o n (continued) 

exposed i n such a residence. I t was not unusual, however, f o r 
houses of such prominence t o have " w a l l - t o - w a l l " c a r p e t i n g or 
l a r g e , room-sized rugs. 

On the grounds surrounding the house are the barn or c a r r i a g e house 
s t a b l e , c a r r i a g e garage and the summer kitchen/wash house. The 
barn, painted red with white t r i m , was b u i l t i n the l a t e 1890's. 
I t i s 3 0 f e e t X 40 f e e t and has a b r i c k foundation with the b r i c k s 
l a i d i n a common bond p a t t e r n . The o r i g i n a l wooden s i d i n g i s s t i l l 
i n p l a ce. I t i s s h i p lap w i t h double groove. The barn has a hay 
mow on the upper f l o o r . Three s t a l l s s t i l l e x i s t , but one end has 
been converted i n t o a two-car garage. The south end of the barn, 
converted i n t o a garage, has two wide wooden double doors on hinges 
which open from the center out. Above these i s one double-hung 
window wi t h sashes of f o u r - o v e r - f o u r . The west s i d e of the barn 
has one door made of wood boards on hinges, and one s m a l l window 
with four panes. The north end of the s t r u c t u r e has two doors, one 
on each s i d e . These are made of wooden boards on hinges. There 
are a l s o two windows. One i s near ground l e v e l , double-hung, with 
sashes of four-over-four. The other window on the north end i s a 
small four-paned window placed high near the roof. The east side 
of the barn has one door, wooden on hinges, and two openings above 
ground w i t h wooden doors on hinges {These would be f o r access t o 
the h a y l o f t . ) The barn roof i s covered w i t h red asphalt s h i n g l e s . 
The barn i s a c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g . 

The c a r r i a g e garage i s a wood frame with a b r i c k foundation. The 
corners and w a l l s f l a i r out somewhat at a p o i n t that would be the 
water t a b l e on a masonry s t r u c t u r e . The d e t a i l probably does the 
same job of d e f l e c t i n g water as would a water t a b l e . The roof i s 
a low simple h i p atop white painted clapboards. The s t r u c t u r e , 22 
1/2 f e e t X 17 f e e t , has a r a t h e r high (three feet) b r i c k foundation 
fo r such a small b u i l d i n g , w i t h the b r i c k s l a i d i n the same p a t t e r n 
as the house, the E n g l i s h bond p a t t e r n . The c a r r i a g e garage has 
l a r g e openings at both the north and south ends. These doorways 
have s l i d i n g doors made of wood. There are two windows on the 
c a r r i a g e garage, one on each the east and the west s i d e s . These 
windows are double-hung, with sashes of s i x - o v e r - s i x . The roof i s 
made of red asphalt s h i n g l e s . This s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t between c. 
1900 - c. 1910 and i t i s a c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g . 



m itMo»« om Attend m to»*^u 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7,8 Page ? 
Beall-Orr House 

Description (continued) 

The summer kitchen/wash house was constructed between 1870-C.1880. 
I t i s a 10 feet x 16 feet wood framed structure with a front gabled 
roof which has the gable extending four feet out from the front. 
The f l o o r i s rough wooden planks of various widths. The structure 
i s sectioned into two rooms divided by a wooden p a r t i t i o n with a 
door on hinges going between the two rooms, Some charred framing 
members indicate that the summer kitchen/wash house was once burned 
and r e b u i l t . This contributing building has two entrances, one on 
the east and one on the west end. These are four-paneled doors on 
hinges. There are three windows on the structure. The windows on 
the north and south sides are double-hung, with sashes of four-
over-four. There i s a smaller four-paned window on the east end. 
The roof i s made of red asphalt shingles and has a weather vane on 
top. 

The property has gracefully landscaped lawns and gardens comprised 
of various plantings including native shrubs, evergreen shrubs 
(yew), flowering plants, as well as a v a r i e t y of s t a t e l y old trees. 

A l l i n a l l , the Beall-Orr House remains an important and impressive 
h i s t o r i c a l landmark, a prime example of an I t a l i a n a t e o v e r l a i d with 
C l a s s i c a l Revival d e t a i l s . The basic i n t e g r i t y and character of 
the o r i g i n a l house, along with the 1918 remodelings, are s t i l l 
i n t a c t , 

Statement of significance 

The Beall-Orr House i s nominated for l i s t i n g i n the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places under C r i t e r i o n "C" for architecture. 
I t i s a prime example of the blending of two styles--an I t a l i a n a t e 
house o v e r l a i d with C l a s s i c a l Revival d e t a i l s . The period of 
sig n i f i c a n c e for t h i s property i s set at c, 1870 - c. 1918. The 
o r i g i n a l construction of the house i s c. 1870, and i t was remodeled 
changing the a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e i n c. 1918 due to a major f i r e . 

While the exact date of construction of the Beall-Orr House has not 
been established, the f i r s t documented occupants were from the 
B e a l l family (pronounced " b e l l " ) , prominent i n Mt. Carmel and 
Wabash County h i s t o r y since the early days of settlement. Mary J. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark " K " in one or more boxes for the criteria qualitying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

• A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

n B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

3 C Properly embodies fhe distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

n D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield. 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes thai apply.) 

Property is; 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

D C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

r i E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• Fa commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance  

c. 1870 - c. 1918 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criierion B is marttad above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder  

Unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of Ihe property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibilography 
(Cite the txjoks. articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more conlinuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

n preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
U designated a Nationat Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Histortc American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

! • State Historic Preservation Office 
U Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
n Universily 
[ J Other 

Name of repository: 
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Name of Property 

Wabash, I l l i n o i s 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property l e s s than one 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM reterences on a continuation sheet.} 

1 ^ 1 I4|3i3l7i9i0l I 4i 21 5, l l 6, 0, 0| 
Zone Easting Northing 

21 I I U I I I I ! I 1 I I I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Pescribe the txiundaries ot the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

3 L L J J L 
Zone Easting Northing 

J L 
D See continuation sheel 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Gavle E rnes t 

organization N/A date August 28, 1993 

street & number 503 Cherry S t r e e t 

city or town Mt. Cafmsl 

telephone 618-263-3876 

state IL zip code 62863 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's locafion. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additionai items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete Ihis Item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Gayle Ernes t and Dorothy Chapmrin 

street & number 503 Cherrv S t r e e t 

city or town Mt, r.ar;mp1 

teiephone 618-263-3876 

state IL zip code 62863 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected lor applications to the National Register of Historic Places to rtominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preserv/ation Act, as amended (IS U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief. Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington. DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Managenwnt and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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and Edward F. B e a l l purchased the property where the house i s 
located i n 1870. Local t r a d i t i o n holds that they b u i l t the house 
and l i v e d there for many years. Mary Ann Jemima Be a l l Wilson, Mrs. 
Beall's mother, l i v e d with them. She was a woman of wealth and i t 
was her money that b u i l t the home and also purchased some r i c h l y 
wooded r e a l estate south of Mt. Carmel near Keensburg, I l l i n o i s , 
which today i s known as B e a l l Woods Park (Daily Republican 
Register, 1993). 

The house was sold i n 1908 to Judith Keneipp Orr who owned the 
house during the c i r c a 1918 f i r e which precipitated the repairs, 
renovations and C l a s s i c a l Revival d e t a i l s being added. In 1934 
ownership of the house passed to Judith Keneipp Orr's daughter and 
her husband, Esther Jane Orr Elkins and Dr. Harold A. E l k i n s . Dr. 
Elkins was a prominent Wabash County physician. I t was from this 
residence, which became known as the Elkins House, that Dr. Elkins 
made many house c a l l s during his long career as a doctor. Upon his 
death i n 19 52, ownership of the residence passed to his two 
daughters, Judith and Jane E l k i n s . Judith Elkins continued to 
reside i n the house u n t i l her death i n 1991. 

Keeping with the popular trend of the 1870's with regards to 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , the Beall-Orr house was b u i l t as a two-story 
structure of somewhat reserved and modest It a l i a n a t e s t y l e with a 
low-pitched simple hip s t y l e roof with a rather heavily decorated 
cornice and f r i e z e board, complete with brackets. The windows were 
t a l l and narrow, arched above and crowned with stone l i n t e l s of 
inverted "U" shape. No square cupola or tower was b u i l t as i n some 
It a l i a n a t e houses. The front door and entry surround was somewhat 
ornate and very noticeable, another I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l (A F i e l d 
Guide to American Houses, 1984) . 

The I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e dominated American houses constructed between 
1850 and 1880. The s t y l e was p a r t i c u l a r l y common i n the expanding 
towns and c i t i e s of the Midwest, as well as i n many older but s t i l l 
growing c i t i e s of the northeastern seaboard (Ibid). 
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Mt. Carmel i s located on the Wabash River i n southeastern I l l i n o i s . 
I t i s a small c i t y with a current population of 8,600, which was 
incorporated on January 10, 1825. Joshua B e a l l , father of Mary Ann 
Jemima Be a l l Wilson (whose money b u i l t the Beall-Orr House), was 
one of the f i r s t v i l l a g e trustees (History of wabash County, 
I l l i n o i s , 1977). He made his l i v i n g r a f t i n g produce down the 
M i s s i s s i p p i River to New Orleans and bringing back glass and other 
salable items on his return t r i p s (Wabash Countv. I l l i n o i s History 
and Families, 1993) . A few r e s i d e n t i a l examples of the e a r l i e r 
Federal s t y l e s t i l l remain i n Mt. Carmel, as do a few of the 
I t a l i a n a t e s and even more of the l a t e r C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e . 
Prosperity did not reach t h i s area u n t i l w e l l a f t e r the C i v i l War, 
so not many houses were b u i l t i n the grand I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . In 
the l a t t e r part of the nineteenth century and on, moderate wealth 
was acquired by many, and t h i s i s reflected by the large number of 
houses of the C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e , Italianates o v e r l a i d with 
C l a s s i c a l Revival d e t a i l s , as well as Queen Anne (Selected Examples 
of Architecture i n the Tri-State Area of Indiana, Kentucky and 
I l l i n o i s , 1972) . 

I t a l i a n a t e houses constructed i n the United States usually were 
style d a f t e r the informal r u r a l models of the Picturesque movement. 
In America these Old world prototypes were modified, adapted and 
embellished into a t r u l y indigenous s t y l e , retaining only remnants 
of i t s L a t i n forebears. The e a r l i e s t I t a l i a n a t e houses i n the 
United States were b u i l t i n the late 1830's. The s t y l e was 
popularized by the i n f l u e n t i a l pattern books of Andrew Jackson 
Downing published i n the 1840's and 1850's. By the 1860's the 
s t y l e had completely overshadowed i t s e a r l i e r companion, the Gothic 
Revival. Most surviving examples date from the period 1855-1880 
with e a r l i e r examples being rare. The decline of the I t a l i a n a t e 
s t y l e began with the f i n a n c i a l panic of 1873 and the subsequent 
depression i n America. When prosperity returned l a t e i n the 
1870's, d i f f e r e n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles and d e t a i l i n g abounded. 
This was when new housing fashions, p a r t i c u l a r l y V i c t o r i a n E c l e c t i c 
and the Queen Anne st y l e quickly came into dominance (A F i e l d Guide 
to American Houses, 1984). 

There are some fine examples of Italianates remaining i n Mt. 
Carmel, characterized with i d e n t i f y i n g features of two-storied 
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homes, low-pitched roofs having decorative brackets beneath, t a l l 
narrow windows, commonly arched or curved above and frequently with 
elaborated crowns and often with a square cupola or tower. At 215 
Cherry Street i s an early brick cubic i t a l i a n a t e with a simple 
hipped roof, cupola and some Greek Revival touches i n the entry and 
cornice. At 124 West Second Street i s a brick asymmetrical 
I t a l i a n a t e with a low-pitched gable roof, window hoods, and an 
I t a l i a n a t e porch. Another brick asymmetrical i t a l i a n a t e i s located 
at 119 West Third Street, now known as The Burkett House, Wabash 
County H i s t o r i c a l Museum. I t has a low-pitched roof with brackets, 
cupola, an I t a l i a n a t e porch, and a small gable centered over the 
front wing. A t h i r d brick asymmetrical I t a l i a n a t e i s at 440 Cherry 
Street, with a low-pitched hip roof, cornice with brackets,_ an 
I t a l i a n a t e porch (with a low balustrade that hints of C l a s s i c a l 
Revival), and t a l l , narrow windows. Another cubic brick I t a l i a n a t e 
i s located at 220 West Tenth Street with a low-pitched hip roof, 
decorative window hoods, an ornately decorated cornice with 
brackets and a small one-story I t a l i a n a t e porch at the front entry. 
A l a t e r styled C l a s s i c a l Revival porch was removed by the current 
occupants i n 1975. Currently the front porch i s s i m i l a r to the one 
which was o r i g i n a l to the house. 

These aforementioned houses have s t r i k i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
s i m i l a r i t i e s to the Beall-Orr House as i t was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t . 
The most obvious differences would be the larger size of the B e a l l -
Orr House, the round "porthole" style windows i n the f r i e z e board 
which were covered over when the house was updated, and the 
elaborately arched windows. 

During the f i r s t half of the twentieth century the C l a s s i c a l 
Revival s t y l e of architecture was extremely i n f l u e n t i a l throughout 
America (Ibid.); houses b u i l t i n Mt. Carmel followed^ t h i s 
fashionable trend. Several completely new structures were b u i l t i n 
t h i s style and older homes i n existence at this time were updated 
and embellished with C l a s s i c a l r e v i v a l d e t a i l s . The r e v i v a l of 
interest i n C l a s s i c a l styles was enhanced by the very popular 
World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 which presented a c l a s s i c a l 
theme i n buildings designed by leading architects of that time. An 
enthusiasm for symmetrically balanced houses with c l a s s i c a l 
porticos ( f u l l - h e i g h t porches with the roof supported by C l a s s i c a l 
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columns, t y p i c a l l y with Ionic or Corinthian capitals) and 
neoclassical d e t a i l i n g pursued. The p r i n c i p a l areas of elaboration 
i n Neoclassical houses are s t a t e l y porch-support columns, doorways 
with elaborate, decorative surrounds, cornices which t y p i c a l l y are 
a boxed eave with a moderate overhang and with a wide f r i e z e band 
beneath, rectangular windows with double-hung sashes, and low 
balustrades around porches and roof l i n e s (Ibid.}. 

Mt. Carmel has had i t s share of houses b u i l t i n the C l a s s i c a l 
Revival s t y l e during the early part of this century. Five 
excellent examples remain today which a l l have wood frame 
ext e r i o r s . One fine sample of the C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e i s the 
Dee house located on North College Drive. I t has a dominant 
cen t r a l entry porch extending the f u l l height, but less than the 
f u l l width, of the facade. The portico roof, center gabled and 
decorated with a "fan" window, i s supported by four Greek Ionic 
columns. The front doorway has an elaborate, decorative surround. 
The C l a s s i c a l Revival houses located at 230 West Fourth and at 130 
East Seventh Streets are very s i m i l a r i n design and d e t a i l i n g . 
They both have f u l l - h e i g h t , centered entry porches with lower f u l l -
width porches. The f u l l - h e i g h t columns are Ionic. Most 
examples with such facades were b u i l t from 1895 to 1915 ( I b i d . ) . 
The portico roofs are curved, semi - c i r c u l a r f l a t roofs. The center 
gables both have decorative "fan" windows. The only major 
difference i n d e t a i l between these two houses i s that there are 
balustrades on the porches of 130 East Seventh Street and not on 
the other. Also the 130 East Seventh street house i s much larger, 
over a l l . Another C l a s s i c a l Revival i s located at 215 East Seventh 
Street. I t has a f u l l - h e i g h t entry with both lower and upper f u l l -
width porches. I t has two Roman Tuscan columns with Corinthian 
c a p i t a l s supporting the center gable portico roof. There i s a 
decorative "fan" window i n the gable. Another C l a s s i c a l Revival 
house i n Mt. Carmel i s at 514 Mulberry Street. I t i s unusual i n 
that i t has an asymmetrically placed f u l l - h e i g h t porch with a 
gabled roof. I t i s off to one side of the center of the facade and 
the elaborately decorated entry i s not part of i t . There are 
balustrades on both upper and lower porch levels which have two 
f u l l - h e i g h t Roman Tuscan columns with Ionic c a p i t a l s . One other 
f i n e example of C l a s s i c a l Revival style which was unfortunately 
torn down i n the early 1980's was on College Drive, northwest of 



n 1 M 0 O « O M tow 111 H e I S M O O I * 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number ^ Page 
Beall-Orr House 

statement of Significance (continued) 

Thirteenth Street. Two wide, unfluted square columns supported a 
f u l l - h e i g h t central entry porch which was less than the f u l l width 
of the facade. There was a gabled roof over the entry porch and a 
very small balustraded upper porch over the doorway. This 
structure was razed due to construction of the new Wabash General 
Hospital i n 1983. 

The trend of appending c l a s s i c a l ornamentation and d e t a i l s to 
e x i s t i n g structures was popular i n the f i r s t two decades of the 
twentieth century (A Treasury of Earlv American Houses, 1949) . The 
blending of I t a l i a n a t e structures with C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l _ d e t a i l s 
created a very pleasing and popular fashion. The I t a l i a n a t e s , 
derived from c l a s s i c a l t r a d i t i o n s have accepted the new c l a s s i c 
updating very gracefully (The Finest Rooms by America's Great 
Decorators, 19 64} . An excellent example i n Mt. Carmel of a mixture 
of the two styles i s at 4 22 Cherry street. This two-story brick 
asymmetrical I t a l i a n a t e has t a l l , narrow windows with hoods, a 
cornice with brackets, and a low-pitched hip roof. The facade has 
f u l l - w i d t h , both upper and lower l e v e l C l a s s i c a l Revival porches. 
The remodeling which added the one-story Roman Doric columns and 
balustrades on the porches was done i n approximately 1960. There 
i s also a side door, front-facing, which has a C l a s s i c a l Revival 
entry surround. This doorway i s o r i g i n a l to the house and the 
C l a s s i c a l Revival d e t a i l s were most l i k e l y added i n c i r c a 19G0 as 
w e l l . P r i o r to the current porches, a larger, screened-in, wrap­
around porch was on the front and south sides. I t i s not known i f 
the screened-in porch dated to the construction of the house or 
not. Another example of I t a l i a n a t e overlaid with C l a s s i c a l Revival 
i s at 131 East Fourth Street. This wood asymmetrical I t a l i a n a t e 
has a low-pitched hipped roof, brackets and window hoods. I t i s 
ove r l a i d with a C l a s s i c a l Revival porch across the f u l l - w i d t h of 
the facade extending around the east side of the house's front 
section with balustrades on both the f i r s t story porch and along 
the roof of the porch. One of the better examples i n Mt. Carmel of 
the blending of these two styles i s the Beall-Orr House. The 
o r i g i n a l house was b u i l t as an asymmetrical brick I t a l i a n a t e , 
somewhat reserved and modest, yet very large and imposing compared 
to sizes of other Mt. Carmel houses b u i l t i n the nineteenth 
century. The c i r c a 1918 remodeling, necessary because of the f i r e , 
added the C l a s s i c a l Revival d e t a i l s . The roof was replaced with 
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gabled roof sections at a much higher p i t c h ; C l a s s i c a l Revival 
"fan" windows were placed i n the gables; the front/side porch was 
enlarged and decorated with C l a s s i c a l Revival Roman Tuscan columns 
and balustrade; and a very heavy, though simple, cornice replaced 
the more ornate cornice and brackets. The Beall-Orr House 
maintains i t s i n t e g r i t y and stature today as a prime example of the 
successful blending of the two styles of architecture- The B e a l l -
Orr House should be l i s t e d i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places because of i t s importance and s i g n i f i c a n c e as a 
representative example of t h i s charming and graceful combination of 
I t a l i a n a t e o v e r l a i d with C l a s s i c a l Revival d e t a i l s . 

Bibliography 

Bateman, Newton; Selby, Paul; Risley, Theodore G., Editors. 
I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c a l and Wabash Countv Biographical. Chicago: 
Munsell Publishing Company, 1911. 

Beecher, W.J. "The T r i a l of the Forest Primeval." Chicago Tribune 
Magazine (May 23, 1965): 46-53. 

Historv of Edwards, Lawrence & Wabash Counties, I l l i n o i s . 
Philadelphia: J.L. McDonough and Company, 1883. 

"How the 'Beall' Is Pronounced." Daily Republican Register (vol. 
154, No. 92, May 11, 1993): Mt. Carmel, I l l i n o i s , page 3. 

Hudson, Catherine A.; Tanquary, Mary Elizabeth; and Taylor, Helen, 
editors. Historv of Wabash County, I l l i n o i s . Evansville, Indiana; 
unigraphic. Inc., 1977. 

Jacobs, Claudia, editor. Wabash Countv, I l l i n o i s History and 
Families. Marion, Kentucky: Riverbend Publishing Company, 199 3. 

McAlester, V i r g i n i a and McAlester, Lee. A F i e l d Guide to American 
Houses. New York: A l f r e d A. Knopf, Inc., 1984. 

Pratt, Richard. A Treasury of Early American Homes. New York: 
Whittlesey House, 1949. 



Ho iot*ant 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 9,io pg,gg 14 
Beall-Orr House 

Bibliography (continued) 

Turpin, Joe, et. a l . . e d i t o r s . Selected Examples of A r c h i t e c t u r e 
i n the T r i - S t a t e Area of Indiana. Kentucky and I l l i n o i s . 
I n d i a n a p o l i s , Indiana: The Indiana J u n i o r H i s t o r i c a l S ociety, 
1972 . 

Tweed, Katharine, e d i t o r . The Fi n e s t Rooms bv America's Great 
Decorators. New York: Bramhali House, 1964. 

W i l l i a m s , Henry L i o n e l and W i l l i a m s , O t t a l i e K. A Guide to Old 
American Houses 1700-1900. Cranbury, New Jersey: A.S. Barnes and 
Company, Inc., 1962. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n i s as f o l l o w s : 

I n l o t Two Hundred S i x t y - t h r e e (263) i n the C i t y of Mt. Carmel 
according t o a recorded p l a t thereof, excepting a s t r i p of ground 
ni n e t y (90) f e e t i n width o f f of the e n t i r e n o r t h e r l y end thereof; 
a l s o , the West seventy-nine (79) fee t of I n l o t Two Hundred S i x t y -
One (261) i n the c i t y of Mt. Carmel according to a recorded p l a t of 
s a i d i n l o t , excepting a s t r i p of ground nine t y (90) f e e t i n width 
o f f of the e n t i r e n o r t h e r l y end of s a i d seventy-nine (79) foot 
t r a c t ; a l s o the east twenty (20) f e e t , more or l e s s , of I n l o t Two 
Hundred Sixty-One (261) i n the C i t y of Mt. Carmel according to a 
recorded p l a t thereof being a l l of s a i d I n l o t east of the west 
seventy-nine feet of s a i d i n l o t ; a l s o , the west f o r t y (40) fee t of 
I n l o t Two Hundred F i f t y - N i n e (259) according to a recorded p l a t 
t h e r e o f ; i n Wabash County, I l l i n o i s . 

Boundary Justification 

These boundaries were s e l e c t e d as they are l e g a l l y recorded 
boundary l i n e s f o r the property, the B e a l l - O r r House, which i s 
being nominated f o r l i s t i n g i n the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c 
P l a c e s . A l l four of the c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s are s i t u a t e d w i t h i n 
these boundaries. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Beall—Orr House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: ILLINOIS, Wabash 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/06/94 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/18/94 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/03/94 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/20/94 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NtWIBER: 94000028 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 
/ /} / u J ^ / Entered In ths 
^ ACCEPT RETURN REJECT ^ / ^ T T tgWiaSo"*! Begister 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DI SCIPLINE^ 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached coniments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable criteria 
justification of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 

__UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps ^_photographs presentation 
OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to 

. Phone 

Signed Date 





























































































Illinois Historic 
——' Preservation Agency 

Old State Capitol • Springfield. Illinois 62701 • (217) 782-4836 

December 22, 1993 

Beth Boland MrrFlVED 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places REV^HIIM/ 
National Register Section 
National Park Service "J/̂ f̂ J 06 1994 
Department of the In t e r i o r 
800 N. Capitol Street, N.W. NATIONAL 
Washington, D.C. 20002 REGISTER 

Dear Beth: 

Enclosed please f i n d the National Register nomination forms 
and accompanying documentation for the following properties that 
were recommended for nomination to the Register by the I l l i n o i s 
H i s t o r i c Sites Advisory Council, and nominated by the State 
H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r : 

LeClaire Hotel, Moline 
L. Haas Store, Carmi 
Kamp Store, Kampsville 
Wabash Railroad Station and Railway Express Agency, Decatur 

t/ueall-Orr House, Mt. Carmel 
"Peace" and "Harvest", Peoria 
University of I l l i n o i s Experimental Dairy Farm H i s t o r i c 

D i s t r i c t , Urbana (Round Barns of I l l i n o i s MPS) 

Thank you for your attention to th i s matter. 

Sincerely yours. 

Ann V. Swallow 
Survey & National Register 
Coordinator 

end. 


