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1. Name of Property 

historic r̂ ame Gr id ley / Mrs, fl. W., House 

other names/site number Ravine P l a c e 

2. Location 

street & number 637 North Batavia Avenue 

city or town B a t a v i a 

• not for publication 

• vicinity 

state I l l i n o i s code IL county Kane code 089 zip code 60510 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the Nationa! Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify lhat this K l nomination 
n request for determination ot eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
^ meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally D statewide Sl^locally. ( D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

Illinois Historic Preservation Aqencv 
State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Parte Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

Bantered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheel. 

determined eligible for the 
National Regisler 

• See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

CD removed from the National 
Register. 

other, (explain:} 

Signature of the Keeper totered I n t b B Date of Action 
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Name ot Property 

K a n e j I L 
County and Slate 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

H private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Chock only one box) 

3 building{s) 
• district 
n site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the courtt.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 1 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 1 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter " W A " it property is not part of a multiple property listing,) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/single dwelling 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

nnmp.qf-1 f / . q i n g 1 <a d v p n i n g 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories Irom instructions) 

Prairie School 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation. 

walls 

Concrete 

Stucco 
Wood 

roof. Asphalt 

Other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe Ihe historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation stieets.) 
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The 1906, Mrs. A. W. G r i d l e y House was designed by American 
a r c h i t e c t , Frank Lloyd Wright. The house was designed f o r Mrs. 
A. W. G r i d l e y , and Mr. Wright named i t "Ravine P l a c e , " f o r the 
g e n t l y s l o p i n g w i l d f l o w e r ravine on the south s i d e of the 
property. The house s i t s on a 2.3 acre wooded l o t at 637 North 
Batavia Avenue, Bat a v i a , I l l i n o i s . The surrounding neighborhood 
i s a mixture of o l d and new homes, many of which were b u i l t on 
property once part of the G r i d l e y e s t a t e . The house was 
constructed of earth t o n e - t i n t e d stucco and l i g h t brown s t a i n e d 
cedar t r i m . The o r i g i n a l shake cedar roof i s gone and has been 
replaced w i t h asphalt s h i n g l e s that have a shake appearance. 

The c r u c i f o r m plan which Wright o f t e n used i n h i s P r a i r i e 
School houses i s the b a s i c form f o r the G r i d l e y House. Although 
the main block of the house appears square, the house i s a c t u a l l y 
a cross plan of considerable extension. Wright's cubic form i s 
a l s o evident i n the thickness of the main block, the continuous 
band of mullioned windows t h a t are brought out t o the eaves' edge 
i n the f r o n t , and the c a n t i l e v e r e d s l a b t h a t extends over the 
f r o n t t e r r a c e doors i n the center of the lower s t o r y . The main 
block of the house faces east and s i t s forward. The l e f t arm of 
the cross extends south from the center of the house. This arm 
i s a very long p r o j e c t i n g one-story porch w i t h the usual h i p roof 
and t e r r a c e w a l l s . The porch i s balanced by the narrow two-story 
c l o s e d wing on the north s i d e c r e a t i n g the r i g h t arm of the 
c r o s s . 

The north view of the house has the two-story wing s i t t i n g 
forward i n the center of the house, w i t h a band of windows on 
both s t o r i e s . The f r o n t door i s tucked i n t o the northeast corner 
where the two-story main block connects to the north wing on the 
east. Tucked i n t o the northwest corner, made by the connection 
of the two-story back wing to the north wing, i s the one-story 
k i t c h e n a d d i t i o n , w i t h the two-story back wing r i s i n g above. 

The west view of the house has the two-story back wing 
s i t t i n g forward at tihe center of the house. This i s the only 
surface of the house that has no windows. Set back on the north 
i s the one-story k i t c h e n a d d i t i o n w i t h the two-story north wing 
r i s i n g above. Set back on the south s i d e of the back wing i s a 
small s e c t i o n of the two-story main block of the house and 
extending from that i s the long one-story covered porch. 
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The south view of the house has the one-story porch s i t t i n g 
forward at the center w i t h a wood s l a t screen at the end. Set 
back to the west i s the two-story back wing t h a t i n c l u d e s the 
back entrance. Set back to the east i s the two-story f r o n t wing 
of the house. 

The earth-toned p l a s t e r surfaces are a continuous s k i n over 
the a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t r u c t u r e . The surface i s broken by cedar 
trimmed multipaned windows and a cedar band t h a t runs below the 
second s t o r y windows. The band flows c o n t i n u o u s l y around the 
main s t r u c t u r e emphasizing the h o r i z o n t a l i t y of P r a i r i e School 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . This elongated f e e l i n g i s r e i n f o r c e d i n the length 
of the s i d e porch. The wide overhanging eaves and the low-
p i t c h e d hipped roof seem to hug the ground. 

The e x t e r i o r of the house has had very few changes. The 
most apparent i s the absence of the stucco t e r r a c e w a l l s t h a t 
surrounded the f r o n t wing. These w a l l s were attached to the 
f r o n t of the house by an above ground t e r r a c e . Sometime i n the 
1940s, co n s i d e r a b l e water damage was i n c u r r e d , p o s s i b l y due to 
the f a i l u r e of the i n t e r i o r g u t t e r , and r e q u i r e d p a r t of the 
concrete foundation to be r e p a i r e d using cement block. The 
t e r r a c e was removed and replaced w i t h a d i r t t e r r a c e . Today, 
larg e yews planted between the p i l l a r s form a n a t u r a l w a l l . A 
new wood deck covering the earthen mound was added i n 1992, t o 
r e c r e a t e the t e r r a c e e f f e c t around the wing. 

In 1987, some r e p a i r s were made to water-damaged areas of 
the house at t h a t time the house was restuccoed. The stucco had 
a great deal of c r a c k i n g t h a t allowed water to penetrate the 
surface. A t i n t e d stucco was used that matched what had 
p r e v i o u s l y been on the house. 

The only other e x t e r i o r change i s i n the back northwest 
corner, which i s not v i s i b l e from e i t h e r of the two roads t h a t 
border the property. This again i s another area of the house 
that s u s t a i n e d severe water damage to the foundation. In 1992, 
the basement entrance was removed, the foundation was r e i n f o r c e d 
and a 12' x 15' k i t c h e n a d d i t i o n was added. A l l appointments and 
m a t e r i a l s were c a r e f u l l y made i n keeping w i t h the design of the 
house. The a r c h i t e c t f o r the renovations was Bob Shemanski. 
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In 1988, the no n - c o n t r i b u t i n g c a r r i a g e barn was purchased 
from a neighbor and moved to the northwest corner of the 
property. The c i r c a 1880 two-story wood frame c a r r i a g e barn i s 
used f o r storage and as a garage. 

Wright's P r a i r i e School design i s j u s t as evident i n s i d e the 
house. The w a l l s are a l i g h t n a t u r a l toned t e x t u r e d p l a s t e r , and 
the wood t r i m e n c i r c l e s the e n t i r e house j u s t above the windows 
and doorways. Hardwood f l o o r s meld i n t o l a y e r s of molding, and 
the p l a s t e r w a l l s are g e o m e t r i c a l l y framed i n wood. White oak 
f l o o r s and t r i m were used throughout the formal rooms of the 
house. The oak f l o o r s continue up the f r o n t s t a i r c a s e and 
through the f a m i l y l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . The w a l l and doors u p s t a i r s 
are a l l done i n pine, as w e l l as the f l o o r s of the serva n t s ' 
q u a r t e r s . The k i t c h e n and b u t l e r ' s pantry f l o o r s are maple, but 
the doors and t r i m remain pine. 

As you enter the f r o n t door of the house on the n o r t h , you 
are immediately p u l l e d i n t o the openness of Wright's design. 
Both sides of the f r o n t h a l l flow i n t o the next rooms c r e a t i n g an 
uni n t e r r u p t e d s e v e n t y - f i v e foot i n t e r i o r expanse running north 
and south. 

A l a r g e l i v i n g room t o the east, opens o f f the h a l l at the 
center of the house. The room was designed w i t h the d i s t i n c t i v e 
Roman b r i c k f i r e p l a c e as i t s f o c a l p o i n t . L i g h t f i l l s the room 
from the si d e windows and gl a s s t e r r a c e doors. Oak and p l a s t e r 
counter-balanced r a d i a t o r covers were designed to blend i n t o the 
woodwork beneath the si d e windows. The t r i m l i n e continues i n t o 
the b u i l t - i n oak bookcases. Two open doorways on e i t h e r s i d e of 
the f i r e p l a c e a l l o w entrance to the d i n i n g room and h a l l . 

The elongated d i n i n g room t o the south, once again 
accentuates the h o r i z o n t a l . The b u i l t - i n oak b u f f e t w i t h leaded 
g l a s s l i g h t s at the top i s another Wright trademark. Glass 
t e r r a c e doors t h a t comprise the south w a l l of the room open to a 
long covered porch w i t h h a l f w a l l s and a wooden s l a t screen at 
the end. Nestled i n the d i n i n g room corner i s a swinging door 
that gives east access t o the b u t l e r ' s pantry w i t h b u i l t - i n 
c a b i n e t s and copper s i n k . 

The study s i t s at the north end of the h a l l . The room i s 
centered w i t h another Roman b r i c k f i r e p l a c e . Wright a l s o 
i n c l u d e d an oak b u i l t - i n gun and trophy case and a b u i l t - i n wood 
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box next to the f i r e p l a c e . The den, l i k e so many other rooms i n 
the house, has a w a l l banded wi t h windows that wrap around the 
corners to allow a f u l l day of l i g h t . 

Off the h a l l and sandwiched between the d i n i n g room and the 
f r o n t s t a i r c a s e i s a narrow h a l l that serves as a coat room w i t h 
l a r g e hooks i n the upper molding. This h a l l connects to the back 
wing of the house. A small r e f r i g e r a t o r room, o f f the back h a l l , 
was turned i n t o a powder room at an e a r l i e r date. 

The back wing of the house was designed as a servant's work 
and l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . The f l o o r s change from oak t o maple and 
pi n e , as does the t r i m . The 1992, 12' x 15' a d d i t i o n to the 
small working k i t c h e n now allows room f o r an i n f o r m a l e a t i n g 
area. The k i t c h e n remodeling was done w i t h c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n t o 
o r i g i n a l d e t a i l s . 

A very simple room wi t h only two windows served as the 
servant's s i t t i n g room. This room at the back of the house, has 
convenient access to the k i t c h e n , b u t l e r ' s pantry, basement, and 
a servant's s t a i r c a s e . 

The broad f r o n t oak s t a i r c a s e s i t s i n the center of the 
house o f f the main h a l l . The s t a i r c a s e i s b e a u t i f u l l y ornamented 
wit h l a y e r s of oak molding. The s t a i r s lead to a l a r g e l a n d i n g 
where three steps reverse and continue to the main upper h a l l and 
f i v e bedrooms. The st a i r w a y r a i l and balustrades create a h a l f 
w a l l i n the upper h a l l . The wide h a l l r e c e i v e s n a t u r a l l i g h t 
from the g l a s s doors that lead to a small covered porch over the 
f r o n t door. 

The north bedroom, over the study i s the s i t e of the t h i r d 
Roman b r i c k f i r e p l a c e and has the same wraparound windows tucked 
under the eaves. There i s a l s o a w a l k - i n c l o s e t t h a t has i t s own 
window. 

The west bedroom, over the k i t c h e n has a f u l l w a l l of 
windows. In t h i s room, as w e l l as the r e s t of the bedrooms, 
Wright lowered the c e i l i n g i n f r o n t of the w a l l of windows, 
c r e a t i n g an i n t i m a t e space w i t h i n the room. 

The two east bedrooms both have the wraparound windows t h a t 
f i l l the rooms wi t h the morning l i g h t . These two rooms were 
se v e r e l y a f f e c t e d by the e a r l y water damage to the f r o n t 
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foundation. Engineers f e l t that the water s i t t i n g around the 
front foundation weakened the structure, putting stress on the 
king trusses i n the roof. These trusses are what supported the 
entire second f l o o r wing. The damaged foundation caused the 
bedroom and bathroom floors to separate from the wall and sink 
almost four inches. This created a ram affe c t into the rooms. 
During the 1992 renovations, the fl o o r was supported with a new 
truss, the plumbing was replaced, and a closet i n the southeast 
bedroom was removed to enlarge the bathroom. That bedroom i s now 
serving as a s i t t i n g room. Due to the replacement of the new 
support system, the l i v i n g room c e i l i n g and wall separating the 
two upstairs bedrooms were dry walled. Plaster was repaired 
where the plumbing was replaced. 

The second upstairs bath s i t s off the h a l l . None of the 
bathroom f i x t u r e s were o r i g i n a l . They appear to have been 
remodeled i n the t h i r t i e s . In 1992, a large portion of the 
plumbing was replaced and the bathrooms were c a r e f u l l y updated, 
but i n keeping with the s t y l e of the house. 

Off the large s t a i r landing i s a door that leads to the 
servant's s t a i r c a s e , a storage room converted into a laundry room 
i n 19 92, and a few more steps lead to a small servant's sleeping 
room. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Appl icable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x " in one w.' more tioxes lor lhe criteria qualilying the propeny 
lor National RegiMt" listing ) 

• A Property is associated wilh events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns o( 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

E C Properly embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high anislic values, or represenis a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Ivlark "x " in all the boxes lhat apply ) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Entet categories Uom instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Signif icance 

1Qn6 

Significant Dates 

N / A 

Significant Person 

(Complete il Crilerion B is marked above) 

N / A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Wright I Frank Lloyd 

Narrative Statement of Signif icance 
(Explain Ihe signilicance ot the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibi lography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this lorm on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
C F R 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Reg-ster 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

• State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 
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Name of Property 

Kane, IL 
County and Siate 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 2 .3 ac res 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 ILJSJ \3\9 i6 lO I k !6 b 4 18 i5 iO I 
Zone Easling Northing 

2 L L J I I • 1 I i I I i I i I . I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries ol the property on a cominuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)  

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

3 I. J _ J L - L I- L 
Zone Easting 

J L 

Northing 

J L 
• See cont inuation sheel 

name/title Jeriry and Joan Rumps 

organization. date October 22, 1992 

street & number 637 North Batavia Avenue 

city or town Batavia ^ 

telephone 708-879-8368 

state I l l i n o i s zip code 60510 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items wth ifie completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item al the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name J e r r y and Joan Rumps 

street & number 637 North Batavia Avenue 

city or town Batavia 

teiephone 708-879-8368 

state I l l i n o i s zip code 60510 

Paperwork Reduction Aet Statement: This information is being collected tor applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required lo obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time tor revievwng 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, end completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37\Z7, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office ol 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washingion, DC 20503. 
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The 1906, Mrs. A. W. G r i d l e y House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under 
C r i t e r i o n C both as a work of a r c h i t e c t Frank Lloyd Wright and 
a l s o as an example of P r a i r i e School a r c h i t e c t u r e t h a t began 
around the t u r n of the century. 

Frank Lloyd Wright's career spanned seventy y e a r s , d u r i n g 
which time he designed a v a r i e t y of a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t r u c t u r e s . 
The 1906, G r i d l e y House was designed nineteen years a f t e r Wright 
moved to Chicago and s t a r t e d working f o r a r c h i t e c t , Joseph Lyman 
S i l s b e e i n 1887. A year l a t e r he joi n e d the s t a f f of Dankmar 
Adler and Louis S u l l i v a n , where he remained u n t i l 1893. At t h a t 
p o i n t , Wright began h i s own p r a c t i c e , keeping an o f f i c e i n 
Chicago, but doing much of h i s designing at h i s Oak Park home and 
s t u d i o . Many of Wright's designs r e f l e c t S u l l i v a n ' s i n f l u e n c e i n 
harmony of form to f u n c t i o n . 

P r a i r i e School houses of the e a r l y 1900s became Wright's 
f i r s t d i s t i n c t i v e s t y l e , and have been considered one of h i s 
g r e a t e s t achievements.^ Wright' P r a i r i e School houses were 
p r i m a r i l y b u i l t between 1900 and 1913, w i t h Wright advancing h i s 
s t y l e but s t i l l r e t a i n i n g some of the P r a i r i e elements beyond 
1913. The G r i d l e y House was b u i l t i n the middle of t h i s p e r i o d . 
P r a i r i e School houses expanded the i n s i d e to the outdoors through 
windows, porches, and t e r r a c e s . The low h o r i z o n t a l form of the 
houses seem to grow out of the ground. This e f f e c t was expanded 
by the use of n a t u r a l m a t e r i a l s , such as wood, b r i c k , and stucco. 

The G r i d l e y House was designed at the height of Wright's 
P r a i r i e School p e r i o d and stands as an e x c e l l e n t example of 
Wright's P r a i r i e School houses. The b u i l d i n g i n c o r p o r a t e s one of 
Wright's major i n n o v a t i o n s , where the design of the i n t e r i o r 
space was not enclosed i n the t r a d i t i o n a l sense.^ The rooms 
w i t h i n the house flow e a s i l y i n t o one another. The house was 
designed f o r the property, w i t h the southern porch extending out 
to the r a v i n e , and w i t h ample windows i n the l i v i n g and d i n i n g 
rooms to a l l o w n a t u r a l surroundings t o become part of the house.^ 
A r t g l a s s windows, used i n many of h i s in-town P r a i r i e School 
houses f o r p r i v a c y , were not needed.* The l a r g e expanse of 
property provided the necessary p r i v a c y and the mullioned windows 
provided the frame f o r the n a t u r a l landscape. 

As w i t h h i s other P r a i r i e School houses, Wright brought the 
house down to the h o r i z o n t a l i n a p l e a s i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the 
ground.' The h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s of the e x t e r i o r are accentuated by 
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the low, c a n t i l e v e r e d roof w i t h i t s huge overhang, and the 
continuous cedar t r i m and banded windows. The house becomes p a r t 
of the surroundings by h i s use of earth-toned c o l o r s and 
m a t e r i a l s . 

Wright c a r r i e s h i s theme i n t o the house w i t h the use of 
n a t u r a l m a t e r i a l s and c o l o r s . The d i s t i n c t i v e wraparound windows 
were designed to b r i n g the outside i n . The running l i n e s of the 
f l o o r s , t r i m , b r i c k , and windows r e i n f o r c e the h o r i z o n t a l . 

The f l o o r plan of the G r i d l e y House shows a great deal of 
s i m i l a r i t y t o the 1901 Ladies' Home Journal "A Home i n a P r a i r i e 
Town" by Wright,^ the 1903 Fra n c i s W. L i t t l e House i n P e o r i a , 
I l l i n o i s , ' and a l s o to the 1902, Ward W. W i l l i t s House i n 
Highland Park, Illinois.® The e x t e r i o r of the W i l l i t s House 
shares the long h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s of the s i d e porch, the stucco 
and cedar trimmed e x t e r i o r , and the wa l l e d f r o n t wing. A l l three 
houses share a s i m i l a r c r u c i f o r m design. 

Wright went on t o create more a f f o r d a b l e housing i n the 
P r a i r i e School design, such as the p r o j e c t f o r the L a d i e s ' Home 
Jour n a l of 1907, "A F i r e p r o o f House f o r $5000." As Wright became 
i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n f i d e n t i n h i s a b i l i t i e s , h i s a r c h i t e c t u r e became 
bolder and more da r i n g . In 1915 he began designing p a r t i a l 
prefabs c a l l e d "American System Ready-Cut," As h i s work 
continued he i n c r e a s i n g l y put an emphasis on a b s t r a c t forms, 
c a n t i l e v e r e d planes, and geometric masses.^ 

In 1906, the northwest corner of Batavia was owned by l a r g e 
landholders. Most owned property on both sides of B a t a v i a Avenue 
(now route 31), down to the Fox River on the east and to the o l d 
Chicago, B u r l i n g t o n and Quincy R a i l r o a d t r a c k s t o the west.^° 
The Kane County A t l a s of 1892, showed Mrs. A. W. G r i d l e y (widow) 
t o own 15.65 acres, i n c l u d i n g the 2.3 acres where the house s t i l l 
stands. The Batavia and Geneva Township l i n e runs through the 
property, and i n 1906, i t was not w i t h i n the c i t y l i m i t s . The 
absence of records makes i t hard to know the exact dates of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of homes along Batavia Avenue, but i t appears t h a t 
there were only a few i n 19 06. In the f o l l o w i n g years more l a r g e 
homes were b u i l t , making Batavia Avenue an impressive 
neighborhood. 
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One-half mile to the north i s Fabyan V i l l a , which i s i n the 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s , and was renovated by Frank 
L l o y d Wright at about the same time the G r i d l e y House was 
b u i l t . I n neighboring Geneva, the P. D. Hoyt House was b u i l t 
i n 1906. Many of the same P r a i r i e School elements can be found 
i n the three houses, but each r e t a i n s i t s i n d i v i d u a l i t y . 

The Fabyan V i l l a , being a renovation, was adapted to the 
o r i g i n a l foundation and frame of the house, p u t t i n g c o n s t r a i n t s 
on Wright's design. U n l i k e the G r i d l e y House, the V i l l a has a 
gable roof w i t h peaked windows. Wright used these windows to 
echo the roof l i n e of the house. 

The P. D. Hoyt House has the same stuccoed and cedar trimmed 
e x t e r i o r as the G r i d l e y House, but i s much s m a l l e r . The house 
i s a s mall s e l f - c o n t a i n e d cubic form.^^ 

Copies of the house plans show c l e a r l y that the house and 
barn were designed by Frank Lloyd Wright f o r Mrs. A. W. G r i d l e y 
i n September, 1906. Local h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y records and 
newspaper a r t i c l e s s t a t e the Mr. A. W. G r i d l e y died i n 1895, 
before the house was b u i l t . I t i s unknown i f Mrs. G r i d l e y 
conunissioned the house to be b u i l t or i f her son, Logan, 
commissioned i t f o r h i s mother. In 1912, Mrs. G r i d l e y s o l d the 
house and moved i n w i t h her daughter a f t e r her son, Logan married 
and moved out. 

In 1912, Mr. Frank Snow bought the house. The Snow f a m i l y 
were l a r g e land owners i n Kane County and owned the Challenge 
Windmill Company i n B a t a v i a . Frank Snow l a t e r became P r e s i d e n t 
of the Challenge Windmill Company. 

During the years the Snow f a m i l y owned the house, much of 
the back land was s o l d o f f to developers. The area west of the 
property i s now a q u i e t r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. A road was put 
i n along the south edge of the property. At t h a t time the barn 
being i n d i s r e p a i r and s i t t i n g where the road was t o run, was 
removed and destroyed. When the house was s o l d i n 1981, there 
were j u s t over three acres l e f t . 

The house remained i n the Snow f a m i l y u n t i l 1981, when 
daughters Mary and F r a n c i s Moran decided to s e l l the house and 
move to C a l i f o r n i a . At t h a t time they s o l d only the house and 
the l o t behind the house w i t h the t e n n i s courts to an i n v e s t o r . 
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Mrs. Sara Grace. Mrs. Grace rented out the house and i n 1985, 
s o l d the back l o t s w i t h the t e n n i s court to Mrs. Ruth Burnham. 
Mrs. Burnham removed the t e n n i s court and b u i l t a house on the 
property. The Snow f a m i l y then s o l d the land on the east s i d e of 
Batavia Avenue. That l e f t Mrs. Grace w i t h the present 2.3 acres. 

In 1987, due t o l a r g e cracks i n the stucco, Mrs. Grace had 
the e n t i r e house restuccoed. She a l s o had some of the c e i l i n g i n 
the downstairs r e p a i r e d . In 1988, Mrs. Grace purchased the Smith 
Barn that sat across the s t r e e t from the house to the south and 
had i t moved to the property where i t s i t s today as a 
n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g . The two-story wood frame barn i s 
thought to have been b u i l t around 1880, and now serves as a 
garage. A f t e r Mrs. Grace's death, the f a m i l y decided to s e l l the 
house. The house was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. J e r r y Rumps of 
B a t a v i a , i n 1992. 

The 1992 renovations have been very much i n keeping w i t h the 
s t y l e of the house, but most importantly have addressed many of 
the c r i t i c a l areas that were j e o p a r d i z i n g i t s c o n d i t i o n . The 
house remains an e x c e l l e n t example of Wright's P r a i r i e School 
homes and now w i l l be able t o remain so f o r many more years. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Lot 3 of Ravine Place, Batavia, Kane County, I l l i n o i s . P.I.N, 
12-15-301-052, 12-51-301-055. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundary includes the house and l o t that has h i s t o r i c a l l y 
been part of the Mrs. A. W. Gridley House and that maintain 
h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y . The parcels of the o r i g i n a l estate west of 
the house have been excluded because i t has been subdivided and 
developed into a r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. 
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December 22, 1991 

Ms. Beth Boland 
National Register Program 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
800 N- Cap i t o l Street. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Dear Beth: 

Enclosed please f i n d the National Register nomination forms 
and accompanying documentation for the following properties that 
were nominated by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r : 

Abraham Groesbeck House, Chicago 
Cornelius Flagg Farmstead, Sherman v i c i n i t y 
Bryant H. and Lucie Barber House, Polo 
Mrs. A. w. Gridley House, Batavia 
E. B. Colwell and Company Department Store, Monmouth 
White H a l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t (Boundary Increase). White H a l l 

Please note that no USGS map was submitted with the White H a l l 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t (Boundary Increase). I t was not necessary to 
amend the UTM references f o r the boundary increase. Apparently 
the UTMs for the o r i g i n a l d i s t r i c t boundaries were drawn to 
include the U.S. Post O f f i c e , and therefore the UTMs remain 
exactly the same for t h i s boundary increase. Also, the U.S. 
Postal Service was o f f i c i a l l y n o t i f i e d of t h i s nomination as per 
the federal regulations 

The Mayor of Chicago did not comment on the Abraham 
Groesbeck House, therefore only the comment l e t t e r from the 
Commission on Chicago Lantimarks i s attached to the nomination 
form (along with my preliminary opinion.) 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely yours. 

Ann V. Swallow 
Survey & National Register 
Coordinator 

encl. 


