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1. Name of Property 

flistoric name P o i n t School 

other names/site number. 

2. Location 

street & number 6976 North Vincenne?; T r a i l 

city or town Grant Park 

• not for publication 

0 vicinity 

state i n i nn i ?: code U county K ; i n i f a l fPP code ng] zip code 150940 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that t h i s ^ ^ nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in Ihe (National Register o( 

Jistoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
^ meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

L J nationally • statewide ^ loca l l y . ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title ^ Date 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
State ot Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet lor additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Titte Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

©"Entered in the National Regisler. 
See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 

O determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

removed from the National 
Register. 

other, (explain;) 

Signature of the Keeper Action 

6^ 



Point School 
Name ot Property 

Kankakee, Illinois 
County and Stale 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

• private 
• public-local 
• public-Slate 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

a buildlng(s) 
• district 
n site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources witfiin Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing 

1 

Noncontributing 

1 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 1 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part ol a multiple properly listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in tfie National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories Irom instructions) 

EDUCATION/school 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/museum 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

nth f^ r : one - room s c h o o l 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation BRICK 

walls WOOD 

roof, ASPHALT 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the histonc and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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P o i n t School s i t s at the southwest corner of Vincennes T r a i l 
and County Highway #19 i n Yellowhead Township, Kankakee County, 
I l l i n o i s . Yellowhead Township i s l o c a t e d i n the extreme 
northeastern p a r t of the county and i s bounded on the north by 
W i l l County, on the east by Indiana, on the south by Momence 
Township, and on the west by Sumner Township. According to the 
cur r e n t owners, the school was b u i l t i n 1854. Evidence of 
s t r a i g h t sawn wood i n the c e i l i n g j o i s t s and roof sheathing 
boards p o i n t s to a p r e - C i v i l War c o n s t r u c t i o n date f o r the 
b u i l d i n g . The school s i t s on a separate l o t from the neighboring 
farms. The surrounding land i s b a s i c a l l y l e v e l and devoted to 
a g r i c u l t u r e . The f r o n t facade faces east onto Vincennes T r a i l , 
the north facade i s p a r a l l e l to County Highway #19. A modern 
ranch home wit h o u t b u i l d i n g s l i e s immediately south of the 
schoolhouse. 

The schoolhouse i s a one s t o r y f r o n t - g a b l e d wood s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h a simple r e c t a n g u l a r p l a n . A b r i c k chimney r i s e s from the 
i n t e r i o r of the school through the gabled roof. The b u i l d i n g has 
a b r i c k foundation, wooden clapboard s i d i n g , and a low-pitched 
f r o n t - g a b l e asphalt s h i n g l e d roof w i t h a p l a i n narrow f r i e z e . 
C e i l i n g j o i s t s i n the b u i l d i n g are 18" on center and appear to be 
s t r a i g h t sawn. The wide roof sheathing boards are 12-20 inches 
wide and are s t r a i g h t sawn. P o i n t School i s i n e x c e l l e n t 
c o n d i t i o n and r e t a i n s i t s h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y . 

The f r o n t facade faces east. The f r o n t entry i s l o c a t e d i n 
the center of the facade and i s covered by a porch w i t h a simple 
pent roof supported by two diagonal braces. The h a l f - g l a s s entry 
door has three lower wooden panels and i s recessed. There i s a 
two-pane transom above the entry door. 

Along the north facade of the schoolhouse from l e f t t o r i g h t 
i s a small square four-pane wood window and three two-over-two 
double hung wood sash windows wi t h d e c o r a t i v e wood c o r n i c e s and 
wood s i l l s . The rear (west) facade has no openings. From l e f t 
to r i g h t along the south facade i s a re a r f i r e escape door 
covered by a porch w i t h a pent roo f , f i v e one-over-one double 
hung wood sash windows wi t h simple c a s i n g s , and a small square 
four-pane wood window. 
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In 1919, seven feet was added to the front of the school to 
provide a vestibule and two indoor rest rooms. The i n t e r i o r of 
the school has a small front vestibule. I t was used for coats 
and storage and has wood wainscoting and plaster walls. On 
eit h e r side of the vestibule are rest rooms which are now storage 
and museum areas. 

Most of the i n t e r i o r woodwork i n the school seems to have 
been replaced i n the la t e nineteenth century or early twentieth 
century. The classroom has a maple f l o o r , the f l o o r boards are 2 
1/2" wide. Wooden wainscoting with 4" wide boards en c i r c l e s the 
room as well as a chair molding with plaster walls above, 
chalkboards, and a picture r a i l . Moldings around the doors and 
windows are simple. The c e i l i n g has 4" wide wood boards. A 
s c u t t l e i n the c e i l i n g leads to the a t t i c . In 1919 a decorative 
glazed brick chimney and furnace was added to the school. 

To meet the school code i n the 1930s, two wood windows were 
added to the south facade to provide more natural l i g h t . Also i n 
the 1930s a rear four panel wood door was added to the south 
facade to provide a f i r e escape. In the l a t e 1970s vandals set 
f i r e to the northwest corner of the school. Some of the wall and 
a window were replaced due to the f i r e damage as well as some of 
the f l o o r i n g . In 1985 a new asphalt shingle roof was i n s t a l l e d 
and the chimney was tuckpointed and repaired. 

There i s a well to the southeast of the school, a flagpole 
to the south, and a frame privy to the west which was recently 
added by the current owners to provide a h i s t o r i c a l s e t t i n g for 
the school museum. The frame privy i s a noncontributing 
b u i l d i n g . 

The current owners, Raymond and June Noteboom have 
r e h a b i l i t a t e d the schoolhouse into a school musem. They have 
col l e c t e d desks, books, maps, and other school furnishings and 
supplies that were used i n Point School or other one-room schools 
of the time to show a model of how a one-room country school i n 
Kankakee County was organized. The blackboards were also added 
to the school by the Notebooms. 
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8. Statement of Signif icance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark " x " in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the properly 
(ot rJational Register listing ) 

L)0 A Property is associated with events lhat have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

• C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
Individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

{Mark "x" in all Ihe boxes lhat apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Signif icance 
(Enler categories from instructions) 

EDUCATION 

Period of Signif icance 

1854-1942 

Significant Dates 

IBM 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Cnlerion B is marked above) 

N/a 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

U n k n o w n 

Narrative Statement of Signif icance 
(Explain the significance ol the properly on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Ma\OT Bibliographical References 

Bibilography 
(Cite tfie books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more conlinualion sheets ) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
C F R 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of addit ional data: 

• State Historic Presen/ation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 



Point School 
Name of Property 

Kankakee, I l l i n o i s 
County and Stale 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 \jLi£} I 4 l 4 t 7 l 0 i 7 i 0 l I 4i Sl 6i 3 U i 6i ol 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 I I I I I I I I f I I I I I I I I I 

I I J L 
Zone Easling 

4 L 1 J L_L±_ 
Northing 

J L 
• See continuation sheel 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheel.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title David Newton, Nat iona l Reg i s t e r A s s i s t a n t 

organization I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Aqencv 

street & number Old S ta te C a p i t o l 

date August 6 , 1992 

telephone 217/785-4324 

city or town. S p r i n g f i e l d state I l l i n o i s zip code 62701 

Additional Documentation 
Submit Ihe following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map {7.5 or 15 minute series) Indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Raymond & June Noteboom 

street & number f iQ7 f i Nnr-t-h V i n r p n n p q T r a i l 

city or town Grant Park 

telephone 81 5/465-61 7Q 

state I11 "i noi s zip code 60940 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Regisler of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Hesponse to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Hisloric Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 el seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statenient: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 16.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the (orm. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division. Nalional Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Vi/ashington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects ("1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Poin t School i s l o c a l l y h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t f o r 
C r i t e r i o n A f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h education as a w e l l -
preserved example of a r u r a l one-room schoolhouse i n Kankakee 
County. I t s p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e i s from 1854 when the school 
was b u i l t t o 1942, the f i f t y - y e a r c u t o f f f o r the N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places. During t h i s time p e r i o d . P o i n t 
School served the neighboring c i t i z e n s of Yellowhead Township as 
one of nine r u r a l one-room schools i n the township. The one-room 
school was pervasive during the l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s , but due to school c o n s o l i d a t i o n s and the 
movement of the r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n to urban areas, many were 
adapted to new uses, l e f t to decay, or demolished. P o i n t School 
s u r v i v e s as one of the few extant examples of a r u r a l one-room 
school w i t h h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y l e f t i n Kankakee County. 

The foundation of fre e p u b l i c school l e g i s l a t i o n i n I l l i n o i s 
began w i t h the Northwest T e r r i t o r y Land Ordinance of 1785 passed 
by the f e d e r a l government. This land ordinance created the 
l a y i n g out and surveying of townships i n the t e r r i t o r i e s of the 
Northwest and f o r the s e t t i n g aside of S e c t i o n 16 i n each 
township f o r educational purposes. When t e r r i t o r i e s became 
s t a t e s i n t h i s r e g i o n , the s a l e or lease of these lands would be 
set aside t o create a permanent school fund. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the 
s a l e of these lands d i d not provide enough support to open many 
schools and keep them running. The s e t t l e r s o f t e n d i d not want 
to tax themselves to keep the schools open.^ 

In 1825 under the sponsorship of Joseph Duncan of 
J a c k s o n v i l l e , the I l l i n o i s l e g i s l a t u r e passed a f r e e p u b l i c 
school law tha t provided f o r the t a x a t i o n of property f o r 
edu c a t i o n a l purposes and would have almost assured f r e e p u b l i c 
education f a r i n advance of other Midwestern s t a t e s , but p r o t e s t s 
a g a i n s t the law were so overwhelming t h a t the next l e g i s l a t u r e 
repealed the law ending f r e e p u b l i c school education i n I l l i n o i s 
f o r many years.^ 

The 1830 I l l i n o i s l e g i s l a t u r e began c h a r t e r i n g p r i v a t e 
s u b s c r i p t i o n schools to i n d i v i d u a l s , j o i n t stock companies, and 
r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . By 1848, the l e g i s l a t u r e had i s s u e d 
over 125 char t e r s . ^ A g i t a t i o n f o r f r e e p u b l i c schools began i n 
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the Midwest's r i s i n g towns and c i t i e s among c o l l e g e educators, 
businessmen, and j o u r n a l i s t s such as John Wright founder of the 
P r a i r i e Farmer. These reformers b e l i e v e d t h a t f r e e p u b l i c 
schools would "preserve l i b e r t y and democracy through education, 
e l i m i n a t e crime and poverty, and l i f t men to t h e i r own standards 
of conduct.'"* 

With support from Wright and other reformers, I l l i n o i s 
passed the Educational Law of 1841 which created township 
t r u s t e e s t o oversee a l l property i n the township i n c l u d i n g 
S e c t i o n 16; allowed a s s o c i a t i o n s of i n h a b i t a n t s to a c q u i r e l a n d , 
b u i l d schools, and appoint three of t h e i r own as t r u s t e e s t o run 
the schools; and appointed County School Commissioners to s e l l 
school lands and apply t h e i r s a l e and township funds f o r the 
support of schools.^ 

The Educational Law of 1845 allowed people to tax themselves 
i f two-thirds of the l e g a l voters of the school d i s t r i c t 
supported i t . The tax could not exceed f i f t e e n cents of 100 
d o l l a r s assessed v a l u a t i o n . The law a l s o made the S e c r e t a r y of 
State e x - o f f i c i o Superintendent of Common Schools and the county 
commissioners were made e x - o f f i c i o County School Superintendents 
r e q u i r i n g them to v i s i t and supervise s c h o o l s , examine teachers, 
and i s s u e teaching c e r t i f i c a t e s . In 1847 the two-thirds vote was 
lowered to a simple m a j o r i t y of a l l p r o p e r l y q u a l i f i e d voters.® 

S e t t l e r s began a r r i v i n g i n Yellowhead Township as e a r l y as 
1834. A p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n school was organized i n 1837 near 
the v i l l a g e of S h e r b u r n v i l l e and other s u b s c r i p t i o n schools were 
e s t a b l i s h e d throughout the area. Kankakee County was formed i n 
1853 from t e r r i t o r y detached from W i l l and Iroquois c o u n t i e s . In 
June of 1853 the County Commissioners created Yellowhead 
Township. James Parmeley, Ezra Huntly, and E l i j a h Lewis were 
s e l e c t e d as Township Trustees. The t r u s t e e s immediately s o l d 
S e c t i o n 16 of the township c r e a t i n g a permanent school fund of 
$6,512.65. Under the laws of 1845 and 1847, r e s i d e n t s i n 
Kankakee County's townships began o r g a n i z i n g school d i s t r i c t s and 
t a x i n g themselves to support the new schools.^ 

Po i n t School, a l s o known as D i s t r i c t #8, was organized i n 
1854 and c o n s t r u c t i o n of the school began on A r c h i b a l d Morrison's 
farm at Yellowhead P o i n t southeast of Grant Park. A p a r c e l of 
land was deeded to the t r u s t e e s of D i s t r i c t #8 by Morrison f o r 
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the school. The school was located next door to the Methodist 
Church which was organized and erected i n 1846-1848. In 1872 the 
congregation relocated to Grant Park and the church b u i l d i n g was 
moved to Grant Park where i t was used as a blacksmith shop. The 
building burned down i n 1904.^ 

Nine r u r a l school d i s t r i c t s were created i n Yellowhead 
Township along with schools at Grant Park and S o l l i t t . The 
organizing of Yellowhead Township into nine r u r a l school 
d i s t r i c t s seemed t y p i c a l of the Midwest. By creating many school 
d i s t r i c t s i n a township, farmers brought schools to t h e i r 
children. There was no cheap, public transportation available to 
take children to school far away from home. When enough s e t t l e r s 
moved into an area a new school d i s t r i c t was created by 
reorganizing the township's school d i s t r i c t s , bringing the new 
school closer to the children. These d i s t r i c t s which were formed 
by the l o c a l farmers' decisions varied i n size and shape. Most 
townships followed a general pattern that could be seen from the 
location of the schoolhouses. I t was the custom to divide the 
township into nine d i s t r i c t s , two miles square, and to erect a 
schoolhouse near the center of each. "As the county roads are i n 
most instances, constructed along section l i n e s and therefore ran 
north and south, east and west, at int e r v a l s of a mile--the 
t r a v e l l e r expects to f i n d a school house at every alternate 
crossing. 

Yellowhead Township's school d i s t r i c t s were o r i g i n a l l y 
organized i n a l l shapes and sizes to s u i t the convenience of 
sparse settlements. But i n 1867, the Township Trustees proceeded 
to r e - d i s t r i c t the township into nine d i s t r i c t s of four sections 
each, with two exceptions. Thus creating a somewhat uniform 
pattern, t y p i c a l of the Midwest. ̂° 

The schoolhouse erected for Point School i n 1854 seems to be 
t y p i c a l of mid- and late-nineteenth century r u r a l one-room 
schools b u i l t i n the Midwest. They were t y p i c a l l y a rectangular, 
one-room frame structure almost in v a r i a b l y painted white, with 
three windows on each of i t s longer sides and one door squarely 
i n the middle of i t s shorter side.^^ Point School seems to 
follow t h i s Midwestern pattern u n t i l the addition of indoor rest 
rooms to the front of the school and the addition i n the 1930s of 
two more southside windows and a f i r e escape door which changed 
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the symmetry of the school but provided much needed l i g h t , 
v e n t i l a t i o n , s a f e t y , and comfort f o r the p u p i l s a t t e n d i n g P o i n t 
School. 

In 1855 I l l i n o i s f i n a l l y passed a f r e e p u b l i c school law 
j o i n i n g other Midwestern s t a t e s such as Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana, 
and Ohio who passed f r e e p u b l i c school l e g i s l a t i o n i n the l a t e 
1840s and e a r l y 1850s. The new law made i t mandatory t h a t 
schools must be supported by l o c a l tax l e v i e s and be open at 
l e a s t s i x months per year. Since most of Kankakee County's 
schools i n c l u d i n g P o i n t School were already l e v y i n g taxes t o 
support the scho o l s , the new law had l i t t l e e f f e c t . 

In 1858, Yellowhead Township had s i x schoolhouses.^^ By 
1860, there were were seven schoolhouses i n Yellowhead Township 
w i t h 333 p u p i l s i n attendance. A l s o , i n 1860 Kankakee County had 
nin e t y schoolhouses.^* By 1919, Kankakee County had 151 one-room 
schoolhouses. 

L o c a l l y kept records f o r P o i n t School and other schools i n 
Kankakee County are almost nonexistent. When the schools were 
c o n s o l i d a t e d and c l o s e d , the r u r a l school boards and one-room 
schools were not needed anymore and the records and equipment 
were s o l d or thrown away. The current owners of P o i n t School 
have l o c a t e d the attendance books f o r 1912-1919 which l i s t s the 
names of p u p i l s , teachers, average attendance, course of study, 
grades, and c o n d i t i o n of the f u r n i s h i n g s and s u p p l i e s f o r the 
b u i l d i n g . 

P o i n t School seems to be t y p i c a l of r u r a l community schools 
where c h i l d r e n i n the area came to r e c e i v e rudimentary elementary 
education from 1854 t o the school's c l o s i n g i n i n 1948. 
Gene r a l l y these schools had one teacher f o r a l l ages of students. 
Grades one through e i g h t were taught at Poin t School depending on 
the age of the p u p i l s a t t e n d i n g each year. C h i l d r e n i n the area 
could attend p r i v a t e schools such as the C a t h o l i c schools i n St. 
Anne, Bourbonnais, or Kankakee, but the costs of t u i t i o n and 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was p r o h i b i t i v e f o r most farm f a m i l i e s . 

A two-year high school was created i n 1907 i n Grant Park. 
The school was housed i n Grant Park's Grade School which was 
b u i l t i n 1905. With an i n c r e a s i n g enrollment, a gymnasium, 
assembly room, and two classrooms were added to the Grant Park 
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School i n 1925. Another year was a l s o added to the High School 
c u r r i c u l u m at t h a t time. Grant Park High School o f f e r e d four 
years of t r a i n i n g beginning i n 1937-1938. Students could a l s o 
attend Grant Park's High School a f t e r they f i n i s h e d a t t e n d i n g 
P o i n t School i f they could a f f o r d the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o town.^® 

Classes were h e l d i n the school u n t i l 1948. By t h i s time, 
the s t a t e was encouraging a p o l i c y of c o n s o l i d a t i n g and 
c e n t r a l i z i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s , so th a t grade, j u n i o r h i g h , and high 
schools c o u l d be created. The school was s o l d and converted i n t o 
a r e s i d e n c e . A l l of the one-room schools i n Yellowhead Township 
were c l o s e d i n the l a t e 1940s and the p u p i l s of these schools 
were t r a n s p o r t e d by bus to Grant Park's elementary and high 
s c h o o l s . 

In order f o r P o i n t School to be f u l l y evaluated f o r i t s 
s i g n i f i c a n c e as an example of a r u r a l one-room school i n Kankakee 
County, i t must be compared t o other one-room schools i n the 
county. To e s t a b l i s h how many one-room schools were s t i l l 
s t a nding i n Kankakee County and t h e i r c o n d i t i o n , a survey was 
conducted by the I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Agency i n the 
s p r i n g of 1992. Based on the 1883 A t l a s of Kankakee Countv by J . 
H. Beers and Company of Chicago and a current Kankakee County 
Highway Map, s i t e s where r u r a l school b u i l d i n g s e x i s t e d i n the 
1883 A t l a s were compared to s i t e s where b u i l d i n g s e x i s t e d on the 
cur r e n t Kankakee County Highway Map. In 1919, Kankakee County 
had 151 r u r a l s chools. F i f t y - f o u r s i t e s were noted where 
p o t e n t i a l school b u i l d i n g s p o s s i b l y e x i s t e d . A w i n d s h i e l d survey 
of the f i f t y - f o u r s i t e s was completed. Only t w e n t y - f i v e school 
b u i l d i n g s were l o c a t e d . Of these t w e n t y - f i v e , a l l but three had 
been converted t o houses or businesses and had l a t e r a d d i t i o n s 
and a l t e r a t i o n s . Of the three t h a t weren't a l t e r e d , two are 
b r i c k g a b l e - f r o n t b u i l d i n g s t h a t have been converted t o homes and 
the other i s P o i n t School. Both of these b r i c k one-room schools 
appear to have been b u i l t at a l a t e r date than P o i n t School. 

Two, one-room r u r a l schools have been moved i n Kankakee 
County, Mt. A i r y School, to Momence, and Taylor School, t o 
Kankakee where they are c u r r e n t l y used as museums. Mt. A i r y 
School and Tay l o r School appear to have been b u i l t at the same 
time as P o i n t School, but they have been moved from t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n . P o i n t School i s the only known i n t a c t wood 
frame one-room school t h a t s i t s on i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n i n 
Kankakee County. Based on the survey, i t a l s o may be the o l d e s t 
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i n t a c t one-room school s t i l l standing on i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n i n 
Kankakee County. As the only known one-room school on i t s 
o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n w i t h i t s school i n t e r i o r i n t a c t . P o i n t School 
serves as an e x c e l l e n t example of a one-room school i n Kankakee 
County. 

One-room r u r a l schools educated most of the c h i l d r e n i n 
I l l i n o i s u n t i l the 1920s when the m a j o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n 
began moving to the urban areas. New l e g i s l a t i o n , improved 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and new c e n t r a l i z e d f a c i l i t i e s w i t h b e t t e r 
equipment, more teachers, and numerous sub j e c t s l e d t o the demise 
of the r u r a l one-room school. P o i n t School remains today as the 
only known i n t a c t r u r a l school d i s t r i c t one-room school t h a t s i t s 
on i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n i n Kankakee County. As a type t h a t was 
pervasive throught the country during the l a t e 1800s and e a r l y 
1900s but today i s f a s t f a d i n g i n t o o b l i v i o n . P o i n t School i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n the h i s t o r y of education i n Kankakee County. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Commencing at a point at the southwest corner of the junction of 
Vincennes Trail and Kankakee County Highway #19 then south along 
the west edge of Vincennes Trail 162.2 feet; then west 230.5 
feet; then north 155.9 feet; then east 250.6 feet to the point of 
beginning. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the lot historically associated with Point 
School. 
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