


Freeman-Brewer-Sawyer House 
Name o! Property 

Montgomery, I l l ino is 
Cour.t, anc State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

H private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

H building(s) 
• district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Numt>er of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 0 

n 0 

0 0 

0 0 

2 0 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related muitipie property listing 
(Enter "N /A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter calegories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

noMFSTTr.! .spcondary structure 

Current Functions 
(Enter calegories (rom instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling  

DOMESTIC: secondary structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Greel< Revival 

Classical Revival 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 

walls 

STONE 
WOOD: Weatherboard 

roof. 

other. 

ASPHALT 

WOOD: Shingle 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Freeman-Brewer-Sawver House 
r jame of P r o p e l / 

Montgomery. Tllinoi.s 
Couniy ancj Sidle 

8. Statement of Signif icance 

Appiicabie National Register Criteria 
(Mark " x " in one or more boxes lor the criteria qualifying the property 
lor National Register listing ) 

LJ A Property is associated w/ith events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

B C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark " x " in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories Irom instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

1840-1904 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibilography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
C F R 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

• State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 

Historical Society of Montgomery County 



Freeman-Brewer-Sawyer House 
Name of Property 

Montgomery. Illinois 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheel.) 

1 l l if i l l ? lR i4 l f ^ i 1 lOl l4 1.-̂  I.-̂  ifi Ifi i7 lO 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 L_l I I I \ I I I I I \ I \ I 1 L_ 

I I I J L 
Zone Easting  

4 l I I I I I J L 

Northing 

I \ I I I L_L 
U See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Idabel Evans. H i s t o r i a n 

organization Historical Society of Montgomery County l̂ate June 19. 1992 

street & number 904 South Main Street 

city or town Hillsboro 

_ telephone. 217/532-3329 

state I l l ino is zip code ^2049 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed (orm: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO (or any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request o( SHPO or FPO.) 

name Mrs. A. E. Tobias 

street & number 532 South Main Street 

city or town Hillsboro 

telephone 217/532-2242 

state zip code 62049 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time (or reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 



Form 1 0 « a & « 
(•-••) 1MB »fil>ionl No. 1014.0011 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 pag© 1 
Freeman-Brewer-Sawyer House 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

The Freeman-Brewer-Sawyer House i s a detached, two story, frame 
dwelling on a stone foundation, with a one story, rearward 
extension. I t was b u i l t i n 1840 and stands as o r i g i n a l l y s i t e d on 
the west side of Main Street i n the center of town. The o r i g i n a l 
house was a textbook example of Greek Revival architecture. The 
plan was T-shaped, the main section being three bays wide and two 
deep, with a center h a l l . The centered one story e l l was one bay 
wide and three bays long. Construction was post and beam covered 
with weatherboard. A small one story portico was centered on the 
facade. In 1904, a second story was added over a portion of the 
e l l , a large C l a s s i c a l Revival porch replaced the portico, and a 
two story bay was added to the south elevation. Despite these 
a l t e r a t i o n s , the Greek Revival character of the house i s not 
obscured. The house i s i n excellent condition, having been owned 
by the same family for over 140 years. 

The e n t i r e c i t y block on which the house stands i s elevated 
approximately eight feet above the street. The l o t s slope s l i g h t l y 
from back to front u n t i l the sidewalk i s reached, then f a l l more 
steeply to the stre e t . The Freeman-Brewer-Sawyer l o t has a 
frontage of 90 feet and i s 370 feet deep. The house i s set back 
from the sidewalk on a l i n e with three other houses on the block. 
Once an elegant r e s i d e n t i a l area, the block i s now p a r t l y 
commercial. 

The o r i g i n a l two story section of the house has a side gable roof 
covered with gray asphalt shingles, with two i n t e r i o r brick 
chimneys on the ridge. The front of the house faces the street and 
i s symmetrical and f i v e ranked, with a p l a i n band of trim below the 
cornice. corner boards resemble narrow p i l a s t e r s . The body of the 
house i s painted Colonial Yellow with white trim. 

The doorway i s centered, with a massive door divided into s i x 
panels. I t i s topped with a transom and framed by s i m p l i f i e d 
p i l a s t e r s and rectangular s i d e l i g h t s . The door locks, latches, 
etc. are brass. 

The o r i g i n a l s i x - o v e r - s i x , single hung windows were replaced i n the 
1904 updating with multi-pane over single pane sashes. Window frames 
are f l a t with shallow caps and simple moldings. Those on the f i r s t 
f l o o r being divided into three sections and those above into two 
sections. Windows throughout the house are of t h i s type except where 
noted. 
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N A R R A T I V E D E S C R I P T I O N (Con t i nued ) 

The fu l l l e n g t h , one s t o r y p o r c h is C lass i ca l Rev i va l in s t y l e , w i th a semi ­
c i r c u l a r , f o rwa rd p r o j e c t i o n . S i x large T u s c a n columns suppo r t the roo f . B e ­
tween the co rn i ce and the w ide , p la in a r c h i t r a v e , a row of den t i l s and a row of 
egg and da r t mold ing a d d i n t e r e s t . A low ra i l i ng wi th t u r n e d ba lus te r s de f ines 
the edge of the p o r c h , whi le the ba lus t rade on the roof fea tures squa re pos ts 
and s t i ck s p i n d l e s . Each pos t is topped wi th u r n f i n i a l s . The p o r c h is s u p ­
po r ted on stone p ie r s and is a p p r o a c h e d by th ree b r o a d , s e m i - c i r c u l a r s t e p s . 
The p o r c h is pa in ted whi te w i th tan f loor and s t e p s . 

On the s ide e leva t ions the gab le is open wi th a r a k i n g co rn i ce and b r i e f r e t u r n s . 
A t t i c windows are located in the peak of each gable and conta in s i x o v e r s i x 
sash o r i g i na l to the h o u s e . On the no r th s ide the re are two even l y spaced w i n ­
dows on each f l oo r . On the sou th e levat ion a two s t o r y bay has rep laced the 
two rearmost w indows . The bay is t h r e e - s i d e d , wi th windows on both f loors 
and is topped wi th a co rn i ce and ba lus t rade match ing those on the f ron t p o r c h . 

The rear e leva t ion of the o r i g i na l house con ta ins one window on the second 
f l oo r . On the f i r s t f loor the re is a n a r r o w , hor i zon ta l window s imi la r to the 
ve r t i ca l w indows . 

The o r ig ina l r e a r w a r d e x t e n s i o n was one s t o r y h igh and one un i t deep and c o n ­
ta ined the k i t c h e n , bays for wood and implements, and a p r i v y . In the 1904 
remode l ing , the k i t chen became the d i n i n g room and one bay of the woodshed 
was c o n v e r t e d into a k i t c h e n . A second s t o r y was added above these rooms. 
The roof of th is add i t i on is c r o s s gab led and cove red wi th g r a y aspha l t 
s h i n g l e s . It is lower than the o r i g i na l two s t o r y sect ion s ince it l acks an a t t i c . 
The co rn ice t r im matches that on the o r i g i na l house . 

T h e r e are th ree windows on the no r t h s ide of the second s t o r y a d d i t i o n . Below 
these are pa i red windows in the d i n i n g room and a s ing le window in the k i t c h e n , 
w i th a smal ler window be tween . 

On the sou th e levat ion the re are th ree asymmetr ica l windows on the second f loor 
and two small po rches and one window on the f i r s t . One p o r c h is located at 
the j unc tu re of the el l a n d the o r i g i na l house . The roof of th is po r ch is s u p ­
po r ted at the ou te r edge by one co lumn . C o l u m n , co rn i ce t r im and ra i l i ng 
match those on the f ron t p o r c h . A door opens into the d i n i n g room from th i s 
p o r c h . The door is oak , pa in ted b l a c k , w i th a g lass pane in the u p p e r ha l f 
and a t r a n s o m . 
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N A R R A T I V E D E S C R I P T I O N (Con t i nued ) 

The s e c o n d , s l i g h t l y l a rge r p o r c h is s u p p o r t e d by two columns and the t r im is 
Ident ical to that of the o the r p o r c h e s . The door on th is p o r c h opens into the 
k i t c h e n . T h e r e is a g lass pane in the u p p e r ha l f , but the t ransom has been 
removed . The door is pa in ted yel low wi th whi te t r i m . Bo th of these p o r c h 
doors a re f i t ted w i th o ld f a s h i o n e d , wood sc reen d o o r s . 

The rema in ing one s t o r y sec t ion of the el l is c o v e r e d wi th wood s h i n g l e s . The 
sou th s ide of the s t r u c t u r e con ta ins a l a r g e , a r c h e d o p e n i n g , now g l a s s e d i n , 
f ramed w i th w ide , p la in c a s i n g . T h i s area is now used as a summer room, a n d 
a la t t ice panel has been p laced a few feet in f ron t of the open ing to b lock the 
s u n . T h e no r t h wal l of the one s t o r y sect ion is b lank excep t for a door o p e n ­
ing into the c a r p o r t , wh ich is located immediately no r th of the summer room. 
The rea r wall of the el l con ta ins two sma l l , s q u a r e w indows . 

J u s t to the no r t h of the p r e s e n t k i t chen is a small bu i l d i ng con tempora ry wi th 
the o r i g i na l house wh ich was once used as a smokehouse. It is now used to 
s tore lawn and g a r d e n equ ipmen t . It is approx ima te ly 10 feet by 12 feet in 
s ize and has a gab led roof c o v e r e d wi th wood s h i n g l e s . The body and t r im 
of th is b u i l d i n g have been pa in ted to match the house . I t i s a c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g . 

The g r o u n d s o r i g i n a l l y con ta ined o the r o u t b u i l d i n g s such as a c a r r i a g e house 
and sheds that were demol ished in modern t imes . 

The s p a t i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p on the i n te r i o r o f the o r i g i na l house remain u n c h a n g e d ; 
i . e . , fou r rooms on e i t he r s ide of a cen t ra l hal l on both f l o o r s . In the 
1904 u p d a t i n g of the house al l the woodwork on the f i r s t f loor was rep laced wi th 
w ide , c l ass i ca l l y de ta i led c a s i n g s and mold ings of c y p r e s s . The o r i g i na l s ta i rway 
was rep laced wi th a s t r a i g h t oak f l i gh t w i th a squa re newelpost su rmoun ted by 
an e labora te b rass lamp. The doo rways in the south pa r l o r were e n l a r g e d and 
f i t ted wi th s l i d i n g pocket d o o r s . T h e en t rance to the no r th pa r l o r f rom the hal l 
was e n l a r g e d and f ramed w i th h a l f - h e i g h t co lumns . 

T h r e e f i r ep laces remain on the f i r s t f l oo r , one each in the no r t h and sou th p a r ­
lors a n d one in the d e n . Those in the south pa r l o r and the den date from 1840 
and have simple C r e e k R e v i v a l s t y l e mantels o f wa lnu t . The mantel in the n o r t h 
p a r l o r is mahogany and was ins ta l l ed in the 1904 r e n o v a t i o n . 
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N A R R A T I V E D E S C R I P T I O N (Con t i nued ) 

The rooms on the u p p e r f loor re ta in the i r o r i g i na l p la in woodwork wi th simple 
mo ld ings . The doors a re s i x - p a n e l e d wi th wrough t i ron l a t ches . The one r e ­
main ing f i rep lace is in the nor theas t bedroom and has a s imp le , G reek R e v i v a l 
s t y le mante l , pa in ted wh i te , as is a l l the woodwork on th is f l oo r . F loo r i ng 
t h roughou t the house is oak or wa lnu t . 

The second s t o r y add i t i on of 1904 was d i v i d e d into two bedrooms a n d a b a t h , 
w i th a nar row hal lway and s ta i r s to the f i r s t f l oo r . 

In the remain ing one s t o r y sec t ion of the e l l , the massive post and beam, p e g ­
ged c o n s t r u c t i o n is e x p o s e d , as wel l as the roof f r a m i n g . 

N A R R A T I V E S T A T E M E N T OF S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The F r e e m a n - B r e w e r - S a w y e r House is nominated u n d e r C r i t e r i o n C for A r c h i ­
tec tu re (1840-1904) as a s i gn i f i can t example of a combinat ion of two s ty les of 
c lass i ca l a r c h i t e c t u r e , G r e e k R e v i v a l and C lass i ca l R e v i v a l . A l t h o u g h the 
s t y l es are c lose ly r e l a t e d , the house rep resen ts two d i s t i nc t and w ide ly s e p a ­
ra ted pe r iods in Un i ted States h i s t o r y ; i . e . , the time of sett lement in the 
Midd le West and the e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y . When the o r i g i na l house was c o n ­
s t r u c t e d , H i l l sbo ro was an i so la ted , u n f i n i s h e d town on the edge of the p r a i r i e ; 
by the t u r n of the c e n t u r y , it was a b u s t l i n g small c i t y wi th e lec t r i c s t ree t 
l i g h t s , te lephones , and s e r v i c e by two r a i l r o a d s . The u p d a t i n g of the Freeman-
B r e w e r - S a w y e r House in 1904 was a re f lec t ion of the changes wh ich had taken 
place in i ts communi ty and the l i f es ty le of i ts r e s i d e n t s . 

From 1830 to 1850, the C r e e k R e v i v a l s ty le of a r c h i t e c t u r e was so popu la r in 
Amer ica that it has been ca l led the "Na t iona l S t y l e " . Reasons most o f ten g i v e n 
for i ts popu la r i t y i nc lude a d i s tas te for E n g l i s h s ty les remin iscent of the 
Colon ia l p e r i o d , i n te res t in recent a rchaeo log ica l d i scove r i es in G r e e c e , and 
sympa thy for Greece in i ts war for independence from T u r k e y . ^ 
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N A R R A T I V E S T A T E M E N T OF S I G N I F I C A N C E (Con t inued) 

B r o u g h t to the Midwest by se t t l e rs a r r i v i n g from the East and the S o u t h , G r e e k 
R e v i v a l a r c h i t e c t u r e was rece i ved wi th en thus iasm in I l l i no is . ^ The impos ing 
co lumns and ped iments of the G r e e k temple form lent d i g n i t y to pub l i c b u i l d i n g s 
in rude f ron t i e r t o w n s . Adap ta t i ons for domest ic s t r u c t u r e s were more modest , 
o f ten be ing a matter of d e t a i l s . ^ 

In 1834, the Gaze t tee r of I l l inois s ta ted that H i l l sboro was a " h e a l t h y , f l o u r i s h ­
ing town of 50 fami l ies and 250 i n h a b i t a n t s " . ^ T h r e e years l a te r , the f i r s t 
C r e e k R e v i v a l s t r u c t u r e in the town was e r e c t e d . The H i l l sboro Academy was 
housed in a c lass i ca l s t r u c t u r e wi th a temple f ron t co r rec t in d e t a i l , a l t hough 
c a r r i e d out in wood . In 1840, the F r e e m a n - B r e w e r - S a w y e r House was bu i l t 
ac ross the s t ree t f rom the A c a d e m y . T r a d i t i o n has it that the b u i l d i n g was 
in tended to be a b o a r d i n g house for s t u d e n t s ; howeve r , be fore it was comp le ted , 
it was p u r c h a s e d by D r . Benjamin S h u r t l e f f of Boston for a res idence fo r h is 
d a u g h t e r , Sa l l y F reeman , and her fami ly . ( D r . S h u r t l e f f owned large t r a c t s o f 
land in I l l inois p u r c h a s e d t h r o u g h h is agen t , John T i l l son of H i l l s b o r o . ) 

A n ea r l y pho tog raph shows it to have been a two s t o r y , s i d e - g a b l e d s t r u c t u r e 
wi th a one s to ry po r t i co cen te red on the symmetr ica l facade . The por t i co is 
s u p p o r t e d by two r o u n d co lumns wh ich appear to be of the G r e e k Dor ic o r d e r . 
O the r G r e e k Rev i va l touches inc lude s i x - o v e r - s i x window l igh ts and the d o o r ­
w a y , wh ich is f ramed by s i de l i gh t s and p i l as te rs and topped wi th a t r a n s o m . 

In 1849, Sa l l y Freeman C h i l d (by now twice widowed) r e t u r n e d to Bos ton and 
the house was so ld to William and Del i lah B r e w e r , who had come to H i l l sbo ro 
from K e n t u c k y . M r . B r e w e r was a prominent merchant and land owner who 
also s e r v e d three terms as Probate J u d g e , 16 yea rs as Jus t i ce of the Peace , 
and one term in the State L e g i s l a t u r e , The 1918 H i s to r y of Montgomery C o u n t y 
s ta tes , "Few men e x e r c i s e d more in f luence on the making of H i l l sboro and the 
coun ty then William B r e w e r " . ' * 

In 1903, J u d g e B r e w e r ' s d a u g h t e r , S a r a h , then M r s . A . A . K. S a w y e r , dec ided 
to move her family into the h o u s e , wh ich had been vacant for a decade . M r . 
S a w y e r , l ike his f a t h e r - i n - l a w , was engaged in the mercant i le bus i ness a n d 
f a r m i n g . 

In a renova t ion wh ich took two y e a r s to complete, a second s t o r y was added at 
the rear of the house to accommodate two bedrooms and a ba th room. O the r i n ­
te r i o r a l te ra t ions made at th is time re f lec t the improvements in comfor t and c o n ­
ven ience then ava i lab le to more a f f l uen t A m e r i c a n s ; i . e . , p l u m b i n g , e l ec t r i c i t y 
and cen t ra l h e a t i n g . 
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H i l l sbo ro was en joy ing a boom caused by the i n t roduc t i on of i n d u s t r y to the 
t rad i t i ona l farm market economy. A shaf t for the min ing of coal had been s u n k 
in H i l l sbo ro in 1887; by 1908 ten coal mines would be ope ra t i ng in Montgomery 
C o u n t y . ^ T h e ava i l ab i l i t y of coal a t t rac ted i n d u s t r y to the a r e a , r e s u l t i n g in 
an i n f l ux of w o r k e r s . Seve ra l add i t ions to H i l l sboro were p l a t t e d , and the g e n ­
e ra l p r o s p e r i t y r esu l t ed in the cons t ruc t i on of f ine new homes in the popu la r 
Queen A n n e and Co lon ia l R e v i v a l s t y l e s . 

T h e ra the r seda te , ba lanced e x t e r i o r of the Sawyer house must have seemed 
p la in and outmoded bes ide i ts more e x u b e r a n t n e i g h b o r s . In the good o ld 
Amer i can t rad i t i on of " k e e p i n g up wi th the J o n e s e s " , a two s t o r y bay was added 
to the sou th e levat ion of the house and the small por t i co on the facade was 
rep laced wi th a one s t o r y , fu l l leng th p o r c h . F o r t u n a t e l y , the unknown d e s i g n ­
er o r b u i l d e r chose to make these embel l ishments in keep ing wi th the c lass i ca l 
s t y l e of the house . 

In teres t in c lass i ca l a r c h i t e c t u r e had dec l ined in the Un i ted States a f te r m i d -
c e n t u r y as o ther popu la r s t y l es had the i r d a y . However , the Wor ld 's C o l u m ­
b ian Expos i t i on he ld in Ch i cago in 1893 res to red it to pub l i c f a v o r . The d a z ­
z l i ng "White C i t y " des igned by lead ing a r ch i t ec t s se ized the popu la r imag ina t ion , 
and C lass i ca l Rev i va l became the a r c h i t e c t u r e of cho ice for governmenta l and 
commercial b u i l d i n g s . On the domest ic f r on t , it was one of the most e n d u r i n g 
s t y l e s ; va r i a t i ons were be ing bu i l t as late as the 1950 's .^ 

Whether the Expos i t i on b u i l d i n g s had any in f luence on the des ign of the a d ­
d i t ions to the F r e e m a n - B r e w e r - S a w y e r House is u n k n o w n ; howeve r , the i n s p i r a ­
t ion was unques t i onab l y c l a s s i c a l . The columns and b a l u s t r a d e s , the u r n f i n i a l s , 
den t i l s and egg and da r t mold ing al l speak of the c lass i ca l t r a d i t i o n . The semi ­
c i r c u l a r , f o r w a r d p ro jec t ion o f the f ron t po r ch and the two s to ry bay mark it 
as C lass i ca l R e v i v a l . ^ A t la ter da tes , seve ra l la rge C lass i ca l Rev i va l houses 
were bu i l t in H i l l s b o r o , bu t the F r e e m a n - B r e w e r - S a w y e r House is un ique in i ts 
combinat ion o f the G r e e k R e v i v a l and C lass i ca l Rev i va l s t y l e s . 

No f u r t h e r a l te ra t ions have been made to the F r e e m a n - B r e w e r - S a w y e r House . 
It is p r e s e n t l y owned and occup ied by Judge B r e w e r ' s g rea t g r a n d d a u g h t e r , 
E v e l y n Sawye r T o b i a s . Located prominent ly in the cen te r of H i l l sboro near 
the i n te rsec t i on of two state h i g h w a y s , the house has long been a landmark to 
t r a v e l e r s and a source of p r i de to local r e s i d e n t s . 
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^ B e t t y M a d d e n , A r t , C r a f t s , a n d A r c h i t e c t u r e in Ea r l y I l l inois ( U r b a n a : 
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^Do ro thy B l i s s , H i l l s b o r o , A H i s to r y ( H i l l s b o r o , I L : Montgomery C o u n t y News , 
1989), p . 7. 
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( C h i c a g o ) : Munse l l P u b l i s h i n g Company , 1918), v o l . 2 : H i s t o r y of Mon t ­
gomery C o u n t y , e d . by A l e x a n d e r T . S t r a n g e , p. 900. 

^ B l i s s , H i l l s b o r o , A H i s t o r y , p . 29. 
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M c A l e s t e r , V i r g i n i a and L e e . A F ie ld Gu ide to Amer i can Houses . New Y o r k : 
A l f r e d A . K n o p f , 1984. 

P e r r i n , William H e n r y , e d . H i s to r y of Bond and Montgomery C o u n t i e s . C h i c a g o : 
O . L. B a s k i n & C o . , 1882. 

T o b i a s , E v e l y n S a w y e r . Owner of F r e e m a n - B r e w e r - S a w y e r House , H i l l s b o r o , 
I l l i no is . I n te r v i ews , N o v . 1991, A p r i l 1992. 

V E R B A L B O U N D A R Y D E S C R I P T I O N 

Par t of the E 1/2 of the NE 1/4 o f S e c . 11, T 8 N , R4W of the 3rd P . M . , Mon t ­
gomery C o u n t y , I l l i no is , bounded as fo l lows, to w i t : B e g i n n i n g at a po int 220 
feet sou th of the southeast c o r n e r of Lot 10, T i l l s o n ' s A d d i t i o n to H i l l s b o r o ; 
thence sou th 90 fee t ; thence west about 370 feet to Washington S t r e e t ; thence 
no r t h 90 fee t ; thence east about 370 feet to p lace of b e g i n n i n g . 

B O U N D A R Y J U S T I F I C A T I O N 

The b o u n d a r y inc ludes the en t i r e c i t y lot h i s t o r i ca l l y assoc ia ted w i th the 
p r o p e r t y . 
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