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1 • Niiw of Property 
hiatoric n«m» M i l l w a r d , Caroline, House 
oth>r namM/tlf numbT 

2. Location 

8not for publlotlon' 
vicinity 

•trft & number 502 North Sth Avenue 
city, town 
ttate I l l ino i s 

Mayvood 
code IL county C o o k oode HP oode ^u^^^ 

3. ClaMlfleatlon 
Ownership of Property 
pn private 
r~l public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

Sbuilding(s) 
district 

• site 
r~ structure 
I I object 

Nuniber of Reaouroes within Property 
Contributing 

2 
Nonoontrlbuting 

buiidinga 
sites 
atructurea 
objecta 

0 Total 
Name of related muitiple property listing: 
H i s t o r i c Resources of Maywood, IL 

Number of contributing reaouroes previousiy 
listed In the Nationai Regiater 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the Nationai IHistoric Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, i hereby certify that thia 
Ĵ <jjiomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for reglatering propertiea In the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60 
in my opinion, th; proparty^,0^eets EZI does not meet the National Register criteria. See contlnî tlon aheet. 

Signature of certifying official ~̂  
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

Date 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

in my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commanting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Sarvica Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[^entered In the Nationai Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eiigible for the Nationai 
Register. O See continuation sheet. 

I [determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 

^̂ ignature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Uae 
Historic Functions (enter categorlea from instructions) 

Domestic: S i n g l e Dwelling 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: S i n g l e Dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late 19th Century and E a r l y 20th 
Century American Movements: 

OTHER: Foursquare 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

L i m e s t o n e foundation 
walls S t u c c o 

Wood 
roof _ 
other. 

A s p h a l t 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

1x1 See continuation sheet 
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The C a r o l i n e M i l l w a r d House i s l o c a t e d i n the v i l l a g e 
of Maywood on the land o r i g i n a l l y owned by the Maywood 
Company between F i r s t and N i n t h Avenues, north of H a r r i s o n 
S t r e e t . I t i s on the northwest corner of North 5th Avenue 
and Huron St., f a c i n g east. The land was s o l d by the Maywood 
Company i n 1873 t o C a r o l i n e Grow, who h e l d i t u n t i l 1905 
when the property t i t l e was t r a n s f e r e d t o C a r o l i n e M i l l w a r d . 
The house was, i n a l l l i k e l i h o o d , b u i l t s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r . 

The M i l l w a r d House i s a Foursquare with a d i s t i n c t 
h o r i z o n t a l emphasis, r e l a t i n g i t t o P r a i r i e School 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t stands 2-1/2 s t o r i e s over a r a i s e d 
limestone foundation. Although the windows are not 
symmetrically placed, the o v e r a l l e f f e c t from the f r o n t i s 
one of balance. Second f l o o r windows extend from a s t r i n g 
course at the s i l l l i n e t o j u s t under the c o r n i c e . The house 
i s four bays wide w i t h a one-story broad porch s t r e t c h i n g 
across the south t h r e e bays. The f r o n t porch i s faced i n 
stucco l i k e the r e s t of the house and has wide end p i e r s 
supporting a low p i t c h e d h i p roof w i t h broad eaves. The 
house i s r e c t a n g u l a r i n shape topped by a f l a r e d h i p roof 
with a c e n t r a l dormer topped by a f l a r e d gable roof. The 
dormer has three windows; the c e n t r a l window comes t o a 
shallow p o i n t at the top. There i s a v a r i e t y of window 
treatments throughout the r e s t of the house. Some windows 
are doubie-hung; some are casements. The windows opening 
i n t o the f r o n t hallway are leaded casements with a leaded 
rectangular transom. At the s t a i r landing i s a s t a i n e d 
g l a s s window with opalescent g l a s s . As i n many P r a i r i e 
School houses, s i m p l i c i t y p r e v a i l s . There i s no a p p l i e d 
e x t e r i o r ornamentation. Entrance t o the house i s by a set 
of s t a i r s on the n o r t h end of the porch; the doorway i s 
l o c a t e d i n the second bay on the north end of the f r o n t . 

On the i n t e r i o r , the p l a n f o l l o w s t h a t of a t y p i c a l 
Foursquare with an o f f - c e n t e r entrance. The d i f f e r e n c e 
i s t h a t , compared t o other examples i n Maywood, the rooms 
are much l a r g e r and broader. The f r o n t door opens i n t o a 
spacious hallway. South of the h a l l , accessed through a 
wide opening with pocket doors, i s the l i v i n g room. The 
d i n i n g room i s entered through a second wide opening w i t h 
pocket doors, and i s located i n the southwest corner of the 
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house. There i s a l a r g e glazed porch o f f the d i n i n g room, 
on the south s i d e of the house. The k i t c h e n i s located i n 
the northwest corner of the house and opens i n t o the f r o n t 
h a l l as w e l l as the d i n i n g room. A back stairw a y opens i n t o 
both the k i t c h e n and a rear porch. U p s t a i r s there are four 
bedrooms and a bath; the s m a l l e s t bedroom, probably intended 
as a maid's room, has no c l o s e t . The c l o s e t f o r t h i s room i s 
i n the s t a i r h a l l up t o the a t t i c . 

D e t a i l i n g throughout the house i s very simple. A l l 
doors and windows are framed by wide wood moldings, oak on 
the f i r s t f l o o r , c h e r r y on the second. There are a l s o wide 
c e i l i n g and f l o o r moldings. F l o o r i n g i s oak. The wood 
s t a i r c a s e has a s l a t t e d b a l u s t r a d e and unornamented square 
newel posts. There i s c o n s i d e r a b l e woodwork i n the d i n i n g 
room. A p l a t e r a i l , s e t about three f e e t below c e i l i n g 
height, surrounds the room, forming the top of bookcases 
t h a t f l a n k the band of rear windows and the top of a b u i l t -
i n b reakfront on the north w a l l . There i s a b u i l t - i n wood 
bench beneath the windows. The c e i l i n g has deep molded 
beams forming t h i r t e e n panels. E i g h t r e c t a n g u l a r copper 
lanterns hang from the beams; a n i n t h l a r g e r l a n t e r n hangs 
frora the center panel. The main design f e a t u r e i n the 
l i v i n g room i s the f i r e p l a c e . The shape i s r e c t a n g u l a r , and 
the ornamentation i s simple and geometric. Located i n the 
center of the south w a l l , i t i s b u i l t of red b r i c k with a 
band of square green t i l e s over the opening and two shallow 
cornices, each with a narrow band of egg and d a r t moldings. 

The M i l l w a r d House i s i n p r i s t i n e c o n d i t i o n and has 
e x c e l l e n t i n t e g r i t y . The south porch has been glazed, but 
no changes have been made t o the o r i g i n a l f l o o r p l a n or the 
h i s t o r i c d e t a i l i n g . 

At the r e a r of the house i s a garage t h a t i s a 
c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g . I t i s a square stucco b u i l d i n g 
topped by a pyramidal roof w i t h a broad overhang, s i m i l a r i n 
form and m a t e r i a l s t o the house. 
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The M i l l w a r d House meets C r i t e r i o n C f o r l i s t i n g onthe 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places. I t i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t as a p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n e example of a Foursquare 

with P r a i r i e School c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . The house has 
e x c e l l e n t i n t e g r i t y . 

The M i l l w a r d House c l e a r l y f o l l o w s the d e f i n i t i o n of a 
Foursquare i n massing and plan. Although the facade of the 
house i s not b i l a t e r a l l y symmetrical, i t conveys an o v e r a l l 
impression of balsince and symmetry. I t a l s o expresses, with 
i t s use of stucco, wide f r o n t p i e r s and h o r i z o n t a l emphasis, 
the f e e l i n g of massiveness so commonly found i n what i s 
sometimes c a l l e d the "American" Foursquare. This f e e l i n g 
very l i k e l y s a t i s f i e d the same need f o r s t a b i l i t y and 
s o l i d i t y t h a t was expressed i n other homes by a s s o c i a t i n g 
t h e i r design w i t h American C o l o n i a l roots. The f l o o r p l a n of 
the M i l l w a r d House, wi t h f o u r major spaces l i n k e d by larg e • 
openings i s a l s o t y p i c a l of the Foursquare. 

In both i t s broad h o r i z o n t a l i t y and i t s d e t a i l i n g the 
Mi l l w a r d House r e f l e c t s the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of P r a i r i e 
School a r c h i t e c t u r e . From the f r o n t , the house i s wider 
than i t i s t a l l . The massive porch p i e r s framing a wide 
h o r i z o n t a l opening r e i n f o r c e s the h o r i z o n t a l i t y of the 
general r e c t a n g u l a r shape of the house. The second-floor 
windows, which extend from a s t r i n g course at the s i l l l i n e 
t o a wood molding at the c o r n i c e l i n e , and the rectangular 
stucco panels between them read as a wide h o r i z o n t a l band. 
A l l c o r n i c e s have a deep overhang. There i s no a p p l i e d 
e x t e r i o r ornamentation. V i s u a l i n t e r e s t i s s u p p l i e d by the 
p r o j e c t i n g f r o n t porch and by wood banding, which emphasizes 
the r e c t a n g u l a r geometry of the b u i l d i n g . 

H o r i z o n t a l i t y sind geometric d e t a i l i n g , t y p i c a l P r a i r i e 
School f e a t u r e s , are a l s o emphasized on the home's i n t e r i o r . 
Rooms are l a r g e and appear broad, as w e l l . Wide c e i l i n g 
moldings c i r c u m s c r i b e the f i r s t f l o o r rooms, with a second 
band performing the same f u n c t i o n i n the d i n i n g room. The 
h a l l windows are very wide and appear t o be even wider 
because of t h e i r transoms; the d i n i n g room windows l i n k i n g 
b u i l t - i n bookshelves are s e t i n a h o r i z o n t a l band. Openings 
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between the rooms are extremely broad so t h a t the major 
f i r s t f l o o r l i v i n g spaces e a s i l y flow i n t o one another. 
Geometric p a t t e r n s are everywhere. C r i s p l y - d e f i n e d 
r e c t a n g l e s are found throughout the house--in the f i r e p l a c e , 
the door openings, the window leading, the d i n i n g room 
c e i l i n g panels and l i g h t f i x t u r e s , even i n the d e t a i l i n g of 
the balustrade. 

The o v e r a l l s i m p l i f i c a t i o n of form found i n t h i s house 
reflects the tendency toward s i m p l i f i c a t i o n and 
u t i l i t a r i a n i s m e a r l y 20th Century homes express. There are 
no ornamented moldings, and even the egg and d a r t motif on 
the f i r e p l a c e i s so small i t appears l i k e a l i n e a r band. 
B u i l t - i n s are used e x t e n s i v e l y i n the l i v i n g room, where 
book cases l i n e the w a l l across from the f i r e p l a c e , and i n 
the d i n i n g room, where china cabinets l i n k e d by a b u i l t - i n 
bench l i n e the west w a l l and a breakfront f l u s h with the 
w a l l s u r f a c e creates a paneled e f f e c t so t y p i c a l of P r a i r i e 
s t y l e houses. 

There i s no documentation on the a r c h i t e c t f o r the 
house, but va r i o u s f e a t u r e s resemble those found i n homes 
designed by E.E. Roberts, who l i v e d and worked i n Oak Park 
i n the e a r l y 1900's, During t h i s time he b u i l t many 
two-story nearly-symmetrical stucco houses. His handling of 
c e r t a i n m o t i f s , such the a broad f r o n t porch, h i p roof and 
c e n t r a l dormer, were oft e n repeated. Of the many heavy, 
b o x - l i k e houses w i t h a wide f r o n t porch across the f r o n t 
Roberts designed, the Lennox House, b u i l t i n 1908 at 220 
South Harvey, Oak Park, bears the c l o s e s t resemblance t o the 
M i l l w a r d House. I t s f r o n t dormer i s p r a c t i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l . 

There i s no b e t t e r example i n Maywood of a Foursquare 
house wi t h P r a i r i e School d e t a i l i n g . With an un a l t e r e d p l a n 
and ornamentation i n t a c t , i t s e x c e l l e n t i n t e g r i t y and 
c o n d i t i o n c l e a r l y r e f l e c t the a r c h i t e c t ' s o r i g i n a l design 
i n t e n t . 



8. Statement Of Significance 
Certifying official has conaidered the aigniflcance of thia property in relation to other propertiea: 

I I nationally I I statewide i n tocally 

Applicable National Register Criteria d j A C U B | 3 C I jp 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) EljA HHB HHC |Z]D • £ QF \~\G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

A r c h i t e c t u r e CiEll906 N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Significant Person Architect^ilder 
N/A 

Unknown 

State significance of property, and justify critsiia. critaria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[x]See continuation aheet 



9. Malor Bibliographical Rafarancaa 

See Section H of Historic Resources of Maywood, IL 
Multiple Property Documentation Form 

Pravloua documentation on file (NPS): 
O praiiminary datarmlnatlon of individual Hating (36 CFR 67) 

haa baen raquaatad 
^prevloualy llatad in tha National Regiater 

pravioualy determined eligible by the National Reglater 
dealgnated a National Hlatorio Landmarit 

_J recorded by Hlatorle American Buiidinga 
Survey # 

O recorded by Hlatorle American Engineering 
Reeord # 

[I] See continuation aheet 

Primary loeation of additional data: 
O Stata hiatoric preaervation offiee 

I other State agency 
I Federal agenoy 
Looal government 

I Unlveralty 
j Other 

Specify repoaitory; 

10. Qeographical Data 
Acreage of property less than one acre 

UTM References 
A LiiiJ I 41 3, 01 3i 5, 01 I 4, 6| 3, 7| 9, 0, 0| 

Zone Eaating Northing 
c | _ U I I I I I I I I i I I I I I I 

B 
Zone Easting 

D L U I I 1 J - J -

Northing 
J__L 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Property Identification Number: 
15-11-111-015 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

This is the village lot historically associated with this property. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
Susan S. Benjamin name/title 

organization 
street & number 711 Marion Avenue  
city or town Highland Park, 

date Januarv 29, 1992 
. telephone  
state I l l i n o i s 

708-432-1822 
.zip code 60035 

* U.S.3P0:1988-0-223-91S 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Maywood MPS Cover Sheet for 

this property 

iVIultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500206 


