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1. Nam* of Property 
hiatoric name M̂ .ĉ nnif- Temple Building 
other namea/alte number 

2. Looitlon 
atreet 4 number 200 South Sth Avenue not for publication 
city, town Mavwood vicinity 
•tate I l l i n o i s oode IL county Cook oode 031 ZlD oode 60153 

3. ClaMlfleatlon 
Ownersiiip of Property 

Hprivate 
public-local 

I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
g buildlng(s) 
• dlatrlct 
• eite 
• atructure 
• object 

Number of Reaouroea within Property 
Contributing Nonoontrlbuting 

1 buiidinga 
altea 
atructuraa 
objecta 

0 Total -L 
Name of reiated multiple property listing: 

H i s t o r i c Resources of Mayvood, IL 
Number of contributing reaouroea prevloualy 
liated in the National Regiater n 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, aa amended, I hereby certify that thla 
feOnomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opJnion, the propert̂ îS4meets does not meet the Nationai Register criteria. Soe continuation sheet. _ 

Signature of certifying official 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

Date 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Servica Cartifieation 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

Qentered in the National Register. 
V \ See continuation sheet, 

undetermined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligibie for the 
National Register. 

I I removed trom the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

SOCIAL: 
Meeting H a l l V a c a n t 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from Instructions) 

P r a i r i e School 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

C o n c r e t e foundation 
walls B r i c k 

M e t a l 
roof _ 
other. 

O t h e r : t a r 

Describe present arKl historic physical appearance. 

n^See continuation sheet 
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The Masonic Temple B u i l d i n g faces east on the southwest 
corner of South Sth Avenue and Oak S t r e e t on land o r i g i n a l l y 
owned by the Maywood Company. S i t u a t e d two blocks from the 
t r a i n s t a t i o n , one block south of the Maywood P u b l i c L i b r a r y 
and the Maywood V i l l a g e H a l l and d i a g o n a l l y across from the 
p o l i c e s t a t i o n , i t i s l o c a t e d on one of Maywood's main 
commercial s t r e e t s . H i s t o r i c a l l y , the b u i l d i n g has always 
been r i g h t i n the center of the v i l l a g e . I t i s set back 
from Sth Avenue, r e s t i n g on i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n but 
surrounded by s t r e e t s and vacant l o t s . 

The Masonic Temple i s a three s t o r y , f r e e - s t a n d i n g 
r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g w i t h an i r r e g u l a r o u t l i n e t h a t i s , 
nonetheless, balanced on the primary east and north 
facades.. The east facade i s symmetrical with a p r o j e c t i n g 
c e n t r a l bay. The north facade i s symmetrical with 
p r o j e c t i n g end bays. On these e l e v a t i o n s a wide p r o j e c t i n g 
metal c o n r i c e separates the b u i l d i n g ' s t h i r d f l o o r from an 
a t t i c s t o r y , which i s topped by a f l a t roof. The primary 
e l e v a t i o n s are b u i l t of b u f f - c o l o r e d b r i c k s e t i n common 
bond. The secondary south and west elevatons are of a red 
common b r i c k . R e s t i n g on a concrete foundation, the 
b u i l d i n g measures 50' x 100', with the short f r o n t f a c i n g 
east on Sth Avenue. A wide concrete band separates the 
f i r s t and second f l o o r s . The b r i c k s on the f i r s t s t o r y are 
set so t h a t every s i x t h course i s a recessed row of headers 
forming h o r i z o n t a l bands. Windows are t a l l and narrow with 
ten panes recessed behind the plane of the b u i l d i n g . Some 
windows stand alone but most are grouped i n p a i r s . They are 
separated by p i e r s which terminate i n c o r b e l l e d bands t h a t 
form the bottom of an ornamental f r i e z e j u s t below the 
co r n i c e l i n e . The f r i e z e c o n s i s t s of a repeated geometric 
p a t t e r n formed by p r o j e c t i n g rows of b r i c k s . The windows on 
the primary facades have simple bracketed stone s i l l s : many 
of them are topped by r e c t a n g u l a r panels with p r o j e c t i n g 
rows of b r i c k headers i n a r e c t a n g u l a r p a t t e r n t h a t 
terminate j u s t below the f r i e z e . There are small windows 
above the c o r n i c e l i n e i n the a t t i c s t o r y . The b u i l d i n g has 
s i x entrances, one on the south s i d e with a canopy, two on 
the north s i d e , one on the rear and two on the east f r o n t 
fttcade. The main entrance i s i n the center of the f r o n t i n 
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a one-story b r i c k enclosed v e s t i b u l e t h a t p r o j e c t s from the 
f r o n t of the b u i l d i n g . I t has been a l t e r e d with g l a s s 
paneled doors. On the northeast corner of the b u i l d i n g i s 
an unsympathetic oblique-shaped one-story s t o r e f r o n t 
a d d i t i o n , i n which a poor attempt was made t o match the 
c o l o r and p a t t e r n i n g of the b r i c k . The a d d i t i o n was merely 
added on, wi t h a door i n t o the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . The 
b u i l d i n g ' s o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r w a l l has not been removed. 

The south e l e v a t i o n d i f f e r s from the primary east and 
north e l e v a t i o n s t h a t face the s t r e e t s . This facade i s red 
b r i c k w i t h no windows on the t h i r d f l o o r . Despite the 
change i n m a t e r i a l s , the f i r s t f l o o r banding extends across 
t h i s facade and low r e l i e f v e r t i c a l p i e r s separate the 
windows. A c o n t i n u a t i o n of the f r i e z e across the primary 
facades of the b u i l d i n g i s suggested by two b u f f - c o l o r e d 
b r i c k bands at the l e v e l of the top of the f r i e z e and the 
l e v e l of the c o r b e l l i n g at the bottom of the f r i e z e . 

The west e l e v a t i o n i s common b r i c k punctured by s i x 
double-hung windows. Although the type of b r i c k has 
changed, the banded b r i c k work p a t t e r n extends i n common 
b r i c k up t o the concrete h o r i z o n t a l band t h a t extends arovind 
the e n t i r e b u i l d i n g . The b u f f - c o l o r e d b r i c k surrounds the 
northwest corner of the b u i l d i n g . 

S t y l i s t i c a l l y , the b u i l d i n g i s c l e a r l y P r a i r i e School 
i n i t s c r i s p geometric d e f i n i t i o n of form. There i s a 
balance created by v e r t i c a l s and h o r i z o n t a l s , and geometry 
dominates the b u i l d i n g ' s o v e r a l l design. Although the p i e r s 
and f r i e z e suggest an ab s t r a c t e d reference t o c l a s s i c i s m , no 
h i s t o r i c references can be found i n the e x t e r i o r ' s 
d e t a i l i n g . 

In plan, the i n t e r i o r of the Masonic Temple B u i l d i n g i s 
made up of s e v e r a l rooms of various s i z e s accessed by two 
sets of s t a i r s . Some of the s t a i r h a l l s have mosaic f l o o r s 
with t i l e s s e t i n geometric patterns. The f i r s t f l o o r 
contains s e v e r a l small rooras. The second contains l a r g e r 
meeting rooms. The focus of Masonic a c t i v i t i e s was the 
lodge room on the t h i r d f l o o r . Adjacent t o i t and down a 
few steps was the s o c i a l h a l l . The lodge room, which runs 
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east and west, i s two s t o r i e s with a balcony at the rear. 
The balcony i s at the a t t i c l e v e l . Off the balcony i s a 
l a r g e room w i t h a low c e i l i n g and small windows. 

D e t a i l i n g on the i n t e r i o r takes i t s cue from the 
b u i l d i n g ' s e x t e r i o r . In the major rooms i t i s geometric, 
with v e r t i c a l and h o r i z o n t a l moldings forming c e i l i n g and 
w a l l panels and d e f i n i n g entrances. There i s no h i s t o r i c 
d e t a i l i n g on the f i r s t f l o o r . On the second, i n the meeting 
rooms, there are beamed c e i l i n g s . H o r i z o n t a l w a l l moldings 
surround the room at c h a i r l e v e l and at door height. B r i c k 
p i l a s t e r s punctuate the plane of the w a l l . Some of these 
l a r g e spaces have been broken up by temporary p a r t i t i o n s . 
The m a j o r i t y of the moldings i n these rooms have been 
painted. 

The t h i r d f l o o r has the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n t a c t spaces. D e t a i l i n g here i s i n t a c t . 
P r a i r i e School i n f l u e n c e s are s t r o n g e s t i n the s o c i a l h a l l 
which has h o r i z o n t a l banding at c h a i r l e v e l and door height, 
though openings t o the room extend almost t o the c e i l i n g . 
None of these moldings have been painted. At the east end 
of the room i s a p r o j e c t i n g r e c t a n g u l a r f i r e p l a c e of Roman 
b r i c k . A row of headers suggests a mantel and the brickwork 
over the mantel p r o j e c t s s l i g h t l y , echoing the s u b t l e 
a r t i c u l a t i o n of the e x t e r i o r brickwork and the second f l i i o r 
meeting room w a l l s . Up a few s t a i r s from the s o c i a l and 
through a s h o r t c o r r i d o r i s the two-story lodge h a l l . 

The lodge room i s the focus of the b u i l d i n g . I t i s 
o r i e n t e d east-west with a stage topped by a pointed 
proscenium arch at the east end f l a n k e d by two two-story 
openings, one c o n t a i n i n g an organ. At the p o i n t of the 
proscenium arch i s a s h i e l d c o n t a i n i n g a la r g e l e t t e r G. 
C e i l i n g beams d e f i n e d by wood moldings exend across the room 
repeating the shallow pointed arch of the stage. These 
beams s p r i n g from pointed moldings i n the shape of a s h i e l d . 
There are i s box s e a t i n g with the boxes topped by pointed 
arches and l i g h t s on the north and south sides of the room. 
Although these have been boarded up, the openings are s t i l l 
there. There are two broad shallow steps i n f r o n t of the 
boxes, some wit h rows of c h a i r s f a c i n g the center of the 
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room. S t a i r s t o the balcony, which contains s e a t i n g and the 
organ pipes, are at the rear of the lodge room. 

Despite i t s d e t e r i o r a t e d c o n d i t i o n , the i n t e g r i t y uf 
Maywood's Masonic Temple i s remarkably good. The only 
a l t e r a t i o n t o the e x t e r i o r i s i n the f r o n t doorway and the 
unsympathetic a d d i t i o n , which could be peeled o f f without 
d i s t u r b i n g the i n t e g r i t y of the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . On the 
i n t e r i o r , except f o r d r y w a l l p a r t i t i o n i n g and the p a i n t i n g 
of some moldings, l i t t l e has been changed. In terms of i t s 
o v e r a l l design, m a t e r i a l s and workmanship the b u i l d i n g 
r e t a i n s a high degree of i n t e g r i t y , and the s o c i a l h a l l and 
lodge room are almost e n t i r e l y o r i g i n a l . 



r a. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
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N/A 
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[xlSee continuation aheet 
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The Masonic Temple B u i l d i n g , designed i n 1917 by 
a r c h i t e c t Eben Ezra Roberts, meets C r i t e r i o n C f o r l i s t i n g 
on the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places. I t i s 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as a Masonic Temple b u i l d i n g 
designed i n the s t y l e of the P r a i r i e School by an a r c h i t e c t 
whose work i s of t e n a s s o c i a t e d with the the s t y l e . Because 
the i n t e g r i t y of the b u i l d i n g i s so good and i t s major 
i n t e r i o r spaces are v i r t u a l l y u naltered, the design of the 
b u i l d i n g c l e a r l y r e f l e c t s i t s o r i g i n a l use as a Masonic 
meeting place. 

Maywood i s l o c a t e d j u s t west of Oak Park and R i v e r 
Forest, so i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t the v i l l a g e has a 
number of handsome b u i l d i n g s t h a t can be s t y l i s t i c a l l y 
d e s c r i b e d as P r a i r i e School or i n f l u e n c e d by P r a i r i e School 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . A r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n Grant Manson r e f e r s 
t o the work of Frank L l o y d Wright between 1900 and 1910 as 
"the f i r s t golden age", but the golden age of P r a i r i e 
a r c h i t e c t u r e a c t u a l l y extended beyon the Twentieth Century's 
f i r s t decade. Many of h i s students and colleagues who 
continued t o l i v e and/or work i n Oak Park a f t e r Wright l e f t 
f o r Germany i n 1910 designed handsome b u i l d i n g s t h a t r e f l e c t 
the p r o g r e s s i v e a r c h i t e c t u r e t h a t Wright developed d u r i n g 
those years. Post-1910 b u i l d i n g s with c r i s p l i n e s , 
h o r i z o n t a l l y - w o r k e d m a t e r i a l s and geometry as the dominating 
theme, can be found throughout Oak Park and R i v e r F o r e s t 
and i n the northeast p a r t of Maywood. Prominent Maywood 
examples i n c l u d e Tallmadge and Watson's Akin House (ca. 
1910), John Van Bergen's Cleuver House (1913), W i l l i a m 
Drummond's Stahmer House (1913) and Maywood Methodist Church 
(1913) and E.E. Roberts' Masonic Temple B u i l d i n g (1917). 

E.E. Roberts was born i n Boston i n 1866. In 1890, 
a f t e r studying a r c h i t e c t u r e at T i l t o n Seminary i n New 
Hampshire, he moved t o Chicago. His f i r s t job was f o r S.S. 
Beman, but i n 1893 he moved t o Oak Park and opened h i s own 
o f f i c e . Although he s h i f t e d i t t o Chicago i n 1912, he 
continued t o l i v e i n Oak Park u n t i l h i s death i n 1943. Much 
of h i s e a r l y work f i t with the s t y l i s t i c trends of the 
times. Roberts' designs of the 1890"s tended t o be e i t h e r 
Queen Anne or Shingle S t y l e . Many of h i s houses of the 
e a r l y 1900's used c l a s s i c a l motifs. In f a c t , i n 1912 he 
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designed the A u s t i n Masonic Lodge, which employed an 
adademic c l a s s i c i s m . Some of the homes he designed during 
t h i s p e r i o d were Tudor R e v i v a l . 

Despite the p e r s i s t e n t h i s t o r i c i s m i n some of h i s 
designs, as e a r l y as 1896 and i n t o the f i r s t decade of the 
Twentieth Century, Roberts begain b u i l d i n g houses with broad 
eaves, f l a t t e n e d surfaces and heavy woodwork d e f i n i n g planes 
and emphasizing corners. A number of h i s house designs 
from t h i s p e r i o d had a marked h o r i z o n t a l emphasis or 
possessed a r e c t i l i n e a r balance of h o r i z o n t a l s and 
v e r t i c a l s . He was experimenting both i n h i s r e s i d e n t i a l and 
non r e s i d e n t i a l work w i t h geometric masses and ornamenting 
h i s b u i l d i n g s with r e c t i l i n e a r patterns. This can be seen 
i n h i s 1905 design f o r the S c o v i l l e Block at 119-37 Oak Park 
Avenue i n Oak: Park, which incorporated a Masonic h a l l on the 
second f l o o r . The lodge h a l l space has been t o t a l l y 
r e f i g u r e d , d i v i d e d i n t o two f l o o r s of o f f i c e s . In t h i s 
b u i l d i n g , as i n Maywood's Masonic Temple B u i l d i n g , c r i s p l y 
a r t i c u l a t e d v e r t i c a l p i e r s separate the windows. In 1913, 
Roberts b u i l t the Playhouse Theater i n Oak Park, which 
d i s p l a y s an i n t e r p l a y of v e r t i c a l s and h o r i z o n t a l s and a 
f r o n t parapet with a shallow pointed arch. This i n t e r p l a y 
a l s o c h a r a c t e r i z e s h i s design f o r Maywood's Masonic Temple 
B u i l d i n g sind the arch motif w i l l be seen again i n 1917 i n 
i t s lodge room. 

Roberts had a l a r g e p r a c t i c e and designed many 
b u i l d i n g s i n Oak Park. Most of h i s work was r e s i d e n t i a l , 
although he d i d design a number of commercial b u i l d i n g s and 
s e v e r a l Masonic Temples. In a d d i t i o n t o those mentioned, he 
b u i l t Masonic Temples i n Chicago (1898, not l o c a t e d by 
Frances S t e i n e r when she published an a r t i c l e i n The P r a i r i e 
School Review on E. E. Roberts i n 1973) and Wheaton (1912, 
s e v e r e l y a l t e r e d ) and the C i r c l e Lodge Masonic Temple i n Oak 
Park (1915, demolished).! 

Ti-ie Masonic Temple Roberts designed f o r Maywood was 
s i g n i f i c a n t enough t o be published i n the A p r i l 28, 1917 
Economist. I t was described as c o s t i n g $40,000. Roberts 
was t o be the a r c h i t e c t ; Westcott Engineering Co. was the 
designated s t r u c t u r a l engineer. Subcontractors were a l s o 
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mentioned. The Temple was b u i l t t o house Maywood Lodge 869 
A F & A M , Maywood Chapter 234 RAM and Maywood Chapter OES 
and other Masonic Bodies. 2 

The cornerstone f o r the Masonic Temple was l a i d "May 
19, A.D.,1917 AL 5917" during a time when Freemasonry, as 
w e l l as a number of other s e c r e t s o c i e t i e s (as they have 
been sometimes c a l l e d ) enjoyed great p o p u l a r i t y . 
Advertisements i n v a r i o u s 1920's issues of the Maywood 
Herald show meetings were held by the Independent Order of 
the Odd Fellows, by the Knights of Columbus and by the 
My s t i c Workers. The Odd Fellows meetings were at 520 South 
Sth Avenue. The b u i l d i n g where the Odd Fellows met s t i l l 
e x i s t s with I.O.O.F. carved i n stone i n the parapet but, 
u n l i k e the Masons, they d i d not have t h e i r own b u i l d i n g . 
There meeting space was p a r t of a large commercial b u i l d i n g . 

Although t h e r e were many s i m i l a r s o c i e t i e s . Masonry was 
always considered foremost. Freemasonry was d e s c r i b e d by 
Alphonse Cerza i n 1968 i n "Freemasonry Comes t o Chicago" i n 
the J o u r n a l of the I l l i n o i s State H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y as 
"the o l d e s t and l a r g e s t f r a t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the 
world".3 I t i s a l s o g e n e r a l l y acknowledged t h a t Masonry 
i s the parent of a l l s e c r e t s o c i e t i e s . 4 I t was c l e a r l y , 
from the s i z e , l o c a t i o n and a r c h i t e c t u r a l m erit of i t s 
b u i l d i n g , the foremost of Maywood's s e c r e t s o c i e t i e s . 

The world of the Masons, which today s t i l l enjoys a 
lar g e f o l l o w i n g , i s one of s e c r e t handshakes and symbols. 
I t has been d e f i n e d as "an o r g a n i z a t i o n based on the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man, using 
b u i l d e r s ' t o o l s as symbols t o teach b a s i c raoral t r u t h s . " 5 
Progression through the s o c i e t y takes place i n a s e r i e s of 
steps or degrees. The analogies t o degrees r e f e r s t o King 
Solomon's Temple, which l i k e e verything e l s e i n Freemasonry, 
i s symbolic. Once the Mason has passed through the f i r s t 
t hree degrees those of "Entered Apprentice", "Fellow C r a f t " 
and "Master Mason", he becomes a member of the "Blue Lodge. 
From being a Master Mason he proceeds up through the York or 
S c o t t i s h R i t e t o j o i n the Knights Templar or become a 32ad 
de.'gree Mason. The Mason, at t h i s p o i n t , may become p a r t of 
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the ( l a r g e l y p h i l a n t h r o p i c ) "playground of Freemasonry", the 
Ancient A r a b i c Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 6 

The layout of any Masonic Temple b u i l d i n g i s important 
t o t h i s h i g h l y symbolic and r i t u a l i z e d o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t s 
focus i s the lodge room, which always i s a r e c t a n g l e running 
east and west, o r i e n t e d l i k e King Solomon's Temple. 
According t o W i l l i a m Whelan, w r i t i n g on s e c r e t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i t was important t h a t the lodge room be 
loc a t e d on the second or t h i r d f l o o r of a b u i l d i n g to 
discourage eavesdroppers. The i n t e r i o r of the lodge room 
features an a l t a r i n the center of the room on which r e s t s a 
B i b l e and the square and compass. A l a r g e l e t t e r "G" i s 
suspended over the Master's c h a i r ; i t stands f o r e i t h e r 
Geometry or God, depending on the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 7 The 
Worshipful Master s i t s i n the east, the Senior Warden i n the 
west and the J u n i o r Warden i n the south, with the group of 
Masons s i t t i n g on the sides f a c i n g the a l t a r . In a phone 
i n t e r v i e w nearby r e s i d e n t and longtime member of the Masons, 
Jim Peterson^pointed out t h a t t y p i c a l l y the lodge room, i n 
keeping w i t h the secrecy of the o r g a n i z a t i o n , does not have 
windows. 8 

The i n t e r i o r of the lodge room i n Maywood's Masonic 
Temple f i t s t h i s p r e s c r i p t i o n . I t i s an oblong room running 
east-west, w i t h no windows. At the east end, where the 
Worshipful Master s i t s , there i s a stage. Over the staige i s 
an emblem w i t h a l a r g e l e t t e r G. To the s i d e are broad 
s t a i r s and t h e a t r e - l i k e boxes. Since much of the 
progression through the degrees was done through dramatic 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , i t was not unusual f o r a Masonic Temple t o 
have a stage. In a d d i t i o n t o the stage, Maywood's Temple 
has a f u l l balcony and a pipe organ. 

Spaces other than the lodge room were important t o the 
programatic needs of masonry. There was a great deal uf 
pa r a p h e r n a l i a t h a t had t o be put up and taken down, so 
storage was needed. The large room with a low c e i l i n g next 
t o the balcony could have accommodated t h i s need. Because 
s o c i a l i z i n g was an important p a r t of Freemasonry, Masonic 
Temple b u i l d i n g s t y p i c a l l y had d i n i n g or s o c i a l h a l l s . 
There are s e v e r a l l a r g e rooms i n Maywood's Temple B u i l d i n g 



N F * Form 1(kgOO« 
(MS) OMS Htmiml Mo 102*001$ 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Paric Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 3 Page 5 
• • Masonic Tpmnip Riiildinn 

t o meet these needs; the handsomest i s the room w i t h the 
f i r e p l a c e , connected by a hallway t o the lodge room. 

During the twenties the Masonic Temple B u i l d i n g was 
a c t i v e l y used by s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t Masonic lodge groups. I t 
was apparently a l s o used by the p u b l i c . Concerts, such as 
those given by the "Maywood Men's Mu s i c a l Club" were given 
i n the Masonic Temple Auditorium. Although i t i s not known 
when the b u i l d i n g ceased t o be used by the Masons, i n the 
1980's the lodge room served as a the a t r e . I t has r e c e t n l y 
been purchased by the V i l l a g e of Maywood and a r e s t o r a t i o n 
group, the Renaissance Society, has been formed. Although 
i t p r e s e n t l y stands vacant, the b u i l d i n g has e x c e l l e n t 
i n t e g r i t y . I t s i n t e r i o r spaces and h i s t o r i c d e t a i l i n g 
c l e a r l y r e f l e c t s the b u i l d i n g ' s o r i g i n a l programatic use. In 
a d d i t i o n , of those Temples b u i l t i n the surrounding 
communities, i t i s the only Masonic Temple b u i l d i n g 
constructed by Masons f o r t h e i r own use t h a t hasn't e i t h e r 
been demolished or t o t a l l y a l t e r e d . The A u s t i n and Oak Park 
Temples designed by Roberts have been demolished; a l l 
Masonic references i n the S c o v i l l e Block are gone, the R i v e r 
Forest Temple has been gutted and the F o r e s t Park Temple has 
been t o t a l l y remodeled. 

ENDNOTES: 

1. Most of the b i o g r a p h i c a l m a t e r i a l on E.E. Roberts i s 
based on an a r t i c l e by Frances S t e i n e r , " P o p u l a r i z i n g the 
P r a i r i e School", The P r a i r i e School Review, Vol. X, Second 
Quarter, 1973. This a r t i c l e includes a c a t a l o g of h i s then 
known work. 

2. The Economist. A p r i l 28, 1917. 

3. Cerza, Alphonse. "Freemasonry Comes t o Chicago", 
J o u r n a l of the I l l i n o i s State H i s t o r i c a l Societ.y, Vol 61, 
Summer, 1968, p. 182ff 



N t « Form 10«aCka OMS A/tmtl MO 102*001$ 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Paric Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 page 6 
Masonic Temple Building 
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YOrk: Hamilton P r i n t i n g and P u b l i s h i n g Company, 1899, 
Int r o d u c t i o n . 
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