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j . Name of Pro ~ ~ 
historic name i ' l - l l a in Whitney House" 
'Oiher,names/site number " H a l i m a r l c H o u s e " 

2. Location 
•stfeal & number 142 Ea s t ' E i f s t S t r ee t not for pubitcaiton 
dtyj town vietnfty: 

zip code ^ u ^ '̂  -i^-state T l l i r e o r s code 11 county D u P a g e ' code 

3. ClaasiflcaHon 
Ownership of Property 

private 
_ ipubtfc-locai 
_ public-State 
^ public-Federal 

Category of Property 
^ buildlng(8} 

district 
site 
atrueture 
1 ob)ect 

Number of Resburcee within Property 
ContribiitlnQ: Noncontributing 

1 1 buildings 
Sites 
structures 

- objects 
a 1 Totgl 

Name of related multiple property listing: Numbsr of contributing reso i t i ^ previously 
listed in,the National Register 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

A ^ h e designated authority urtder the National Historic Priaservation Act of ^986, as amended, r hereby certify ttiat this 
i^nomlnation LU request for determination ofellgibltlty meets the^documentBtion'stendards for reglstaHngpropertlesil^ the 
NatlOfia^ Register^) HistoriQ PJ^es and meets the procedural and profeaslonal. requirements set forth In 36 CFR P ^ 60. 
IjD^y ̂ olraoni tlie •fopisyj^maets does not meet the National. Register criteria, See continuation sheet. 

^^^^^ ^-^^^--^ ^-/r^<f^ 
Slsnature of ysnltying oftlcidi Date 

n i l n j a i s H i s t o r i c PreservatTon Agency 
State orFeearal agancy and bureau 

In my. Opinion, the property, meets does ;not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Slgnatyre of commenting or other official Oats 

Stats or ̂ êderat agency and bureau; 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby^ cerlify that this property is: 
r^'enlered: In the National Register. 
' ^ n S e e contlnuBilon sheet, 
(^determined eligible for the National 

Register. Q See eontinuation sheei. 
I Idetermlned not .ellgibIe tor the 

National Register. 

r~l removed fromitheiNationa! Register. 
[~1 other, (explain;) 

inature of the. Keeper Date of Action 



6. FtiiwWon or lisB 
Historic Functioiui (entei: cat̂ gporicb from in^mdidiis) Current F u n ^ r ^ (enter cat^mira from instn«Aions) 

pGines<t.ic/gi;ngXe:, •dTyell i:n;g Domesl^ic/'siiHCfle' d t f e l l i n g 
• HeaXth' eaEe/me^i.ieal &;us iTiess /of f 1 ee" ~ 

7. Itocrliition 
Architectural Clstssific^ipn Materials (enter c»t^ories tram instrutitor»}i 
(ent«^ ca t ^ ^ r i ^ trtm iiK r̂uctkxns} _ _ . . 

, , \ tbundaBon ^m&stom 

Aspha l t 
ctther 

Pe^mtMf {wesent ai«i h^torie ph^ji(»^ 

Oyeryi.ew 

Tlie-WMdiam Miiitriey House i s l oca t ed i n thie ceni:.er of Hinsda le on tlie 
southwest 'Corner of F i r s t S t r ee t and Park Ayen:ue., c)ne ^IpioGk, east p:f 
the eojnjnerG|al area and orve brocfc 'Sjpu;̂ h of the B u r l i n g t o n Sa 111:0ad 
t r a e k s . The WMt 11 ey House stands i n i t is ©rigiiriiaa, l oca t ion : on â  
Silight: r i s e overlodlcing ..a qu i e t s t r e e t o f s tatei ;y chrches: and 
tradttjivOrial hfDmes, siirrotxnd'ed by f u l l gxowir Am#r̂ iG:a:n elitl^ and other 
inatuf:e shade t r e e s . 

g u i l t i n 16:6-9 aŝ  one of t h e f i r s t rGs;i'denees i n H insda l e , the Whitney 
Hous^ f a P f s noTth: :f:rom; the h ighes t part ©f a 177 x 170 cocner l o t . . 
|Ge E x M b i t A; fb;r .a p l a t of the s i t ^ dfa^^n i n 1:9:0:3. The Whitney 
:Ho:Us:e i s ; shade|: on tturee'. :s;ides by s i x f u i a grown Ame rlfcah; e i iris p lus 
mature map i e , ash/ e s t a i p a a:nd dtt ief y a r i f e t i e s . 

The Hd.use i s a. wood.,, b a l l o o n frame s t rue tu re about 80 f e e t deep: and 
35 feet , t i d e b m i l t as an a^^symettie, f r o n t gjabied- L-shaped ^st^ructure 
W"i'th Itali:anat!2 tc l ra . I t has two f u l l stori^es =for two t M r d s of i t s 
i e n g t i i w i t h , P?Xg 'Story i n 'the r'e,ar. A one s;to:ry pairc:h .qovers the 
eiiittr:e? f r o n t of the hpiuse w i t h ipa i r t ia l pe'rehfes wapping^ aground the 
w;est and ea-st' s i d e s whi?ch .ae^ad-tci sU.de entrahe:eis-,r. The ' I t a l i ana t e -
:styl,e.irS 'eviidSht foy. sfegment^al aircte window^}, pa:i-red' eave braclcets.i 
G:S:rni:G:e; roipe' inCjidihg,, GharttferGd pdreh'ipo'sts and otiiefe ' d e t a i l s . A l l 
s id ing : i s wd'odj> ^mdst of i t o r ig ina l . . -

A two car garage i s : l oca t ed i n the southwest •corner of the- l o t i I t 
was . b u i i t rn , 19 |§ i n ti^e s t y l e o f a 19t:h e e n t p r y c a r r i a g e house., 
rjeiRlacing M ri0n;d!e:sGript .one s td ry g^aî age ere&ted ih; t h e 1950'Si.. The 
irtfiw gairag.fe :i's: e&nneGted to the ;ht).u:se iiy ah. opeii covere^d wa Ifkwaiy. 
ExGispt f o r the rear of ttie stru'cturisf:, t he e x t e r i o r appearance of the 
Whitney iHOuse i s almbst •unGhahged 'from 100: years agd 'according to ;a 
,ph:otbg;raph taken: i n 1886 -(See E x h i b i t B)'. 

Be t a l i e d pe;s:e r i pt i:ofl 

'Sta'rti-ng wi^th the front gafble side that faces no:rth, one f i r s t sees 
three double; hung sash; windows. % i t h : segntGntal ^arches on the second 
story . 'The windows: are ey^ê hly Ŝ:pa1red'' aĈ  frdht. Directly 

continustkm shmt 
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beiow and under the front porch roof are two floor lenQth windows on 
the le-ft aind a dpubl e door entrance on the right, all three having 
se^ental arches with an additional decorative crown over the 
recessed doorway. The doors are nine feet tall with rounded windows 
in the top panels. All five windows and the entrance are flanked by 
arched shutters. A porch runs the full front of the House with a low 
railing and classically shaped balusters. On either side of the 
front elevation, one can see a side entrance under the roof of each 
of the side porches. On the right side a louvered door shows the 
location of a forrner entrance (once used as the waiting room entrance 
to a doctor's office) which is now sealed off. On the left, or east 
side, a door opens to a side entrance enclosure which provides access 
to a curved dr-iveway. At the attjc level in .the gable ̂  a paired 
window is capped by a double arched hood. A brick chimney rises 
through the ridge of the roof. 

The east facade shows the partial porch as it continues fr«Tii the 
front porch. It endŝ  at the side carriage entrance. By compairihg 
Exhibit B with an earlier sketch of the house fron an 1882 bird's eye 
view of Hinsdale CExhibit G>, we have concluded that the entrance and 
the side porch were added between 1882 and 188^. Above the side 
entrance roof on the second story is a bay window believed to have 
been directly below en the first floor until th© side entrance was 
added. All four windows on the main wali have segfnentaLi arches. The 
three windows in the side ê rttrance and the bay Window have flat tops. 
Like the fi^dht giable, the east gable contains the same paired windiDW 
capped with a double arched hood. The one story south end of the 
House was extended in the l^SO's to enlarge the summer kitchen into a 
family rpCHni It has two rectangular windows and a rear entrance 
dpoir. A two story brick chimney was added at the same time to vent a 
new family room fireplace. 

The south side of the house s t i l l shows the ori igi nal roof lihe of the 
suiraner kitchen even thouigh the side walls have been extended to the 
full width of the main structure. The original kitchen chimney 
remains near the rear wall al though i t is now sealed off front use. 
sitting on top of the Kitchen roof is a many windowed! "cure porch" 
built in the Uforld Uar I era for a child With tuberculosis. It is 
accessible from the rear of the second floor hallway. 

The west side of the on% story extension; shows the extended suftmer 
kitchen wall with two windcnxis and a sl idlngi glass dobr^ the latter 
with an entrance landing. The two story main structure has four 
paired windows, all capped by double arch tops and flanked by arched 
shutters. The west gable, as in the other two gables, contains a 
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paired window capped with a double arched hood. A third chimney 
rising from the rear main rpbf is also visible. Uhen built it ve-nted 
a central hot air furnace. Today it is used for a modern gas-fired 
hot water furnace. 

The entire area under the house contains a basement except for the 
space under the east entrance. Basement walls consist of limestone 
blocks and irregular stone shapes laid 1̂  inches thick with lime 
mortar except for a 25 foot p6ure:d concrete sectibh under the 
southeast extension bf the summer kitchen. The roof of the main 
structure was originally wood shingles but is new covered with 
asphalt shingles, as are the roofs of the summer kitchen/family room 
and "cure porch". All window sashes in the entire house are original 
and over 90'/* of the panes appear to be original glass,. 

m addition to a major exterior remodeling in the 1880's and the 
widening of the summer kitchen tinto a family room in the .1:950's, the 
interior spaces have been changed Several times. Based on extensive 
study of the structure by the authorj the floor plan has undergone at 
least four major changes in the 120 year history of the Houses See 
Exhibit D. 

Descr i pt i on of the i nter i or 

Despite many interior changes, most details r̂ emain original. As one 
enters the front hall through the double door entrance, the eleven 
foot ceiling conveys a spacipushess not suspected from the outside. 
A Curved stair with a walnut bannister reaches to the second floor 
hall. To the left of the front entrance the front parlor continues 
to be graced with the original marble fireplace. Original moldings 
frame most doorways and windows. Upstairs the spacious fee)ing 
continues with nine foot ceilings in all four bedrooms. The master 
bedrocm Was created in 1982 frcwn two smal ler bedroOTis. 

The basement remains unfinished. In fact, two areas remain with a 
dirt surface. The Attic contains two interesting fe'atures -— a water 
tankt now disconnected, and the parlor firepiace chimney which twists 
and shifts, by offset plafcement of several courses of brick, so that 
the chimney exits in the center of the roof even though it ascends 
through the floor off center and at a 90 degree angle. A rear stair 
connects the south end of the second fVobr̂  with the f ami iy room in 
the Summer kitchen area. 
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Summary 

Despite remodeling of the euimner kitchen area in the 1950's, the 
Whitney Hbuse iiias excellent eijcterior architecturaT integrity. It is 
by far the best preserved of five or six remaining Italianate 
structures in Hinsdale. Because of its architectural Integrity and 
central location, it is one bf the best known structures in Hinsdale 
and the surrounding area. 
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FIRST 

EXHIBIT A  
W i l l i a m Whitney House  

P l a t of Pr:bipdrty 

i T A t e OF (LLIMOIt 
Cpu«T» ci f . .OUP*Cl 
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EXHIBIT C 
Waliiam Whl.tney House 

Bird's Eye View of Hinsdale-18B2 
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EXHIBIT D 
W i l l i a ra Wii 1 tney iHou .%e. 

F i r s t F l o o r P l a n . 
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EXHIBIT D(conti n«ed)  
W i l l i aro whi'tney House  
- Second Floor-Plaii 
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a. ^ateiiwit of Stehlf^nce 
(^flif^r^ oflida] tmB obr^Uer«] tto sgrtificahM of ttis pitpert^ In retain to ottier pn^ffirtisi: 

Dnsfltofiallv CH^tewide l ^ t xaBv 

ApptoaWe Nafional Roister Cnteria C D A H B O C 

Criteria &MtsklBralipns (Exceptions) Q A Q B Q C Q D D E Q F 

A r ^ of SigitiflcaiK» (enter ca^iHes'frdm i iH^c^iw^ Period of Slgnifi^iice Significant IMes 

Po 1 i t i c3 and governmen t 1872^:187:3 1:872 ,1873 

Cultural Affilia&m 

Whitney, W i l l i a m M. ITjaknidwrir 

State significahce of property, and Ji^Ufy mti^iaj criteria corestderattofs; amJ are^ and penuUs of significance ndtesl atova.  

Summary 

The W i l l i a m Whitn:ey ;H:Qyse: meets: Griter'iSn B f o r l.isting. on :the: 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of 'H i s t o r i c ,Pia:GeS' ibecaasd i t : i s 3.S!s:Qci.ate'd' wfth 
W i l l i a m Wljit^ney., the-; man who :gQt Hi1vsda:;le: i n c o r p o r a t e ^ as a vi-ll:a:ge 
i n 1873. Whitney, who resided i n the howse f%omi ly^7Q to: 1879/ rose 
to promiirience i n DuPage 0dtinty p o i i t i c a - l and busi ness a f f a t r s i n the 
1860' s u n t i 1 :mi:Sforturie caused him to d[*op fr̂ om: view i n the mid 
l$70's. His :su:bsegiieht o b s c u r i t y l e d a -histej^ian, 1:00 yeaS^is l a t e r to 
apitly cKaracterize" Whitney's r o l e i n founding the v i l l a g e a:& 
"Forg.btteh man, memorable deed" (1 j . 

Who: was W i l l i a m Whitney? 

i n . 1858 at the age of 28 W i l l i a m Whithey, h i s w i f e Sarali and f i v e 
year c4:d daughter ATagu:sta came to. I l l i n o i s f rop; iipstvate: :New; York and 
set:tl;ed i n Winf i e l d , a smal l - tOTn ir i .west c e n t r a l DBPa:ge Cc;imt:y (3*) . 
In 18:6iA the. ambit lows-iWhi tney wag- ie'lecfced c:o,uhty. E:i r eu i t -Gl-efk :an'<A 
Pe;Gor^:er arid served u n t i l . I^,g8 -(31. • In, i;8 '̂2- t f ie Whatne3f&r the : family 
now l a r g e r by two mo.re daughters , moved to N a p e r v i l l e , .profoafely to be 
c l o s e r tb .County o f f i c e s which at that t ime were lOGated t he re . In 
1868 -the- .county' seat was trahsfe-r-red to,.Wheaton, a qontr-Gver-sial • 
event . (4:) T^hlch may have caused vWhlthey • to serve M s f i n a l teEiti as: 
C l e r k . Another reason to ieave thi:s' posi j t lpn: aiiay ifeve, t>eeh. :h:is 
grpwlng: r e a l es:tate business a c t i v i t y - , ^^eglnniiag i n L8;65: Whitttey 
became i n v o l v e d i n hiimerous transact:io,n:s i n DiiRage County reail e s ta te 
as ah ageht, developer and i n v e s t G r . In 1868: wi^'t^i-partner Gharies W. 
Richmond they p l a t t e d one of the f . l r ^ t subdivi&if;6hs i n Dewner' s ' 
Grove, the Whitney and Klchmohd .add;itibh Ih; the jJr-ior ;year 
Whitney bought h i s f i r s t p r cp^ r ty i n Hinsdale> .a h a l f b lock ;fcr 
$1,0W5' whi:ch: he ssiild thr^ee years l a t e r txtr %3,00M H i - i n 1870 
Whitney, teis w i f e Sarali,. ridw si.x daiighters'^ a son arid itifd: :s,ery:artts 
moved to the: j u s t ctimpieted; house i n ;H ins dale F i r s t S t r e e t , the 
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9. Maior BIbllogrttphlcal I Rafarencea 

Bakken'), Tiinothy , :Hinsdalg., t he - j i i n sda l e iSdirigs, 19:7.6. 

Bateman-, Mewtdn: a-rid Selby,- Pa:ul: (^eds:,;), Hisfc:Qrical Encyc lopedia af 
l l ^ ihQiB alid̂ ^ H:iist:b:ry -cj:f Eupaqe Gaurity,,: yeiume 1:1,, iMtese i l 

Eubi i s fef r ig Cd;.,: ^hieiagd, 1913 7" 

Boorstiri : / p a r i i e l •J.., The: ~AMe:ricahs r The^ N a t i o n a l Ejcper^ienee, Vintage, 
Books- Random House, H&w York', 1'9B5:. 

IPnsviouB ddeurnentation on file (NPS): 
Q preiiminary determination of: indivWuai listing (36 CFR 67) 
_ ihis :beeii reqijested 

Z] previously listed lir the National Register 
Jprewfously deteiiTiineiiJ eligible &y the Natliahai Register 
Ideeignated a Natibng (H|stoflc taiidiTiark 

3 reoordSBjj by liistoric:American Buildings 
Survey # ^ . 

I I raeordisd by: Hlstorlis,American Engineering 
Ffeoord-#__ . 

See contlhCiatlon sheet 

PHmary looatlon of ediiitioriai data; 
SWe îetortc preservatton office 
Other State agency 
Pedersl egenoy 

_2 tldcal goverhinent 
^ Univeraity 
mother 
Specify repository: 

10. QBOflfBiihleal Data 
Acreage of pfoparty E e s f 

UTM :Refereirice8 

' one acre 

:Zone Eaating 

c L u U J _ L 

i^^:.^i^.^i^^-Q| 
Northing 

J I 1- i: \ i. .| [ 

J' L 
Zone Easting Northing 

J '[ r !•' I i- I 1 

Q See oomlnuatlon sheet 

Verbal touhdary 'DaBcrlptldhi , i , 
The ri%r|h: l'7e!:.0- f e e t dt t̂ he east 17:7'. 0 if eet d:f t h e :nor^eas | . q u a r t e r 
of -bijocfe 5- 1 ^ soutii ' of the: sd:uth l i i i e of Ei r ;S t str.ee:!^ j ^ S . :we.st: of 
the MBsii..: l i n e of Paj?C Ayeniie:, i n Wi: l l iam RobbWs Fi^:Bt l A f d i t i o n t o \ 
• Hiiris;dal-e»/ beiing^ a 's j^to^yision; ot par t of the :hdrtli halif oF the h:p:rth:r 
e:ast gniarter ^ f Sectidri; l i , TpwnS{h:ip 3'8' rierthv Baxige- 11,- eas t of the 
T h i r d "Pl- ihGipal Meridan., accdrdlr ig t:p̂  :@8gS5gaS6?H^^a^ P^^*^ the-reef: 
reGQrde:d .on iQctidber %3 , 1B6& asi! id^gwimeht. jreg:: 78^3 i n DuPlae •Gdunty;, 111^ 

Boundary Justlflcatio>i 

The-:wil:ilam iWhitne;! ;B0.wse' ha:s: h i s t o r i ca l l y been . a &soe:iated 
wi th :tih:i% i i rdper ty . 

O See cbntinuatton: sheet 

11 • Form Prepared By. 
narnaflitle ^ 
organl^lbn ^ 
:street & numbsr. 
city or town 

Erve^r^ack. C . 'Cue 

Ea:st F i r s t :Street 
ai:ris.daie 

m i Y 8..., i;9;8:9, 

,rtnt(>Illiinbi?s :2ip o o d M l M : 

»: J :S ,aPO: 1 aSB-O-Z 2 3-a 1 a 
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subject of this nomlhation. The 1870 census shows thd.t the liJhttneys 
declared real and personal property worth *17,pOO, an amount which 
mar̂ ked them as one of the most wel 1-to-do fami lies in the village. 

In the fall of 1870 Whitney was elected as DuPage County's sole 
Representative to the State Legislature whehe he served in the 27th 
General Assernbly for two years. At the 1872 session the Assembly 
passed a new general incorporation 1:aw effective July 1,: 1872 which 
empcMgered the Secretary of State under the newly adopted 1870 State 
Constitution to issue cer^tificates of ihcorporat i on instead of the 
Legislature. It is possible that voting for this law spurred Whitney 
to seek incorporation for his newly adopted village later that year 
(7). 

The I ncorporat i on of Hi nsdale 

Whitney's role in the incorporation of Hinsdale was descpibed by 
Timothy Bakken in hi* recent history of Hinsdale as follcws! 

•After the adjournment of the 27th General Assembly in April 
1872, Whitney headed hc«ne for Hinsdale with the intention pf 
getting his Village chartered» and that summer he drafted a 
petition to the Gounty Jud|ge asking for a referendum on the 
matter. He wrote out a faircopy of the petition, dating it 
August I, 1872; affixed his signature as the first to the 
document; and during the next month persuaded various friends 
and neighbors to sign it also. It was then prbudly presented to 
County Judge Myron C. OUdliey . . . the petition was signed by 37 
of the most promirlent resi dents." <8) 

Judge Dudley approved the petition and set the voting day for M̂ irch 
29, 1873. The r̂ eferendum was pverwhelmingly approved 60 to 2, Judge 
Dudley certified the results and declared that ". , m said proposed 
Village . . . shall from henceforth be deemed an organized 
V111 age"<?). To again quote Bakken, 

" . . . It is probable that William Whitney, who had so far 
capably carried through the incprporation of the Village, was 
how the one who arranged HInsdale^s first electibh and 
buttonholed a few men to run for office.'tlO) 

In the first election held on April 1:5, 1873, six trustees were 
selected who in turn elected two village clerks, a police magistrate 
and one of th«»ir cwn as vil lage Presi dent. The village of Hinsdale 
now had a working government to guide its growth and improvement. 
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Si on i fIcance of Ihcorporati on 

How does the Incprporation f i t Into the context of early Hinsdale? 
Hinsdale i s one of Chicago's oldest suburbs with i t s f i r s t Streets 
being platted in 1865, the year the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy 
Rai 1 road was completed to Aurora and t r a i i i i beg^a^ to run. A St. 
Louis banker, William Robbins, was the f i r s t to foresee the area^s 
potential for development as a r e s i d e n t i a l ccnwiunity because of the 
r o l l i n g t e r r a i n arid i t s proximity to Chicago. In 1862 Robbins bought 
SOO acres where Hinsdale e x i s t s today for a cost of *14 to *20 per 
acre, and within a few years sold h i s holdings for 30 to 50 times 
that amount CM)! 
The Whithey house, one of the f i r s t on 1 and platted fay Robbins, was 
) n i t i al 1 y bu r I t for Lei.»l and Mar i a Stodd^r of Naperville for a cost 
of about *3800. They moved to the liew house i n Hi nsdal e i n the f al 1 
of 1869. A few months l a t e r , in February 1870, the Whitneys 
purchased the house for *7500 thus giving the Stodders a substantial 
gain. By that time the population of Hinsdale had grown to about 500 
<12>. Other new residents Included real estate developers, Chicago 
businessmen, lawyers and r a i I road o f f i c i a l s . The l a t t e r may help 
explain the excellent r a i l service between Hinsdale and: Chicago, with 
24 tr a i n s a day for t r i p s of 30 to 60 minutes duratipn according to 
an 1874 account C13>. 
While grcMith slowed fpr a time in the 1870's, as Chicago emerged as a 
center pt transportation and manufacturing Hinsdale grew rapidly in 
population and reputatidn as a desirable subui^ban ccfwhunity. The 
newly incorporated v i l l a g e began a seipies of street improvements and 
gradually assumed additional munlucipal functions. By 1890 i t s 
piopul a t i on had gr̂ oUfn to 1600 and the y i l l age was be i ng touted as the 
"Gold Coast of DuPage". Hinsdale was the f i r s t community In DuPage 
County to establ ish a municipal water Works and power plaint. 
P a l a t i a l homes along County Line Road became Known throughout the 
country as " M i l l i o n a i r e s ' Row", By the early 1900's " . . . Hinsdale 
was about as comfortable and prosperous a suburban town as any in 
America.'(15>. Today, 90 years l a t e r , Hinsdale's population i s now 
17,000 and the v i l l a g e continues to remain one of Chicago's most 
at t r a c t i v e and desirable suburbs. VI11 age gpvernment remains at the 
center' of convnunity actions to maintain and improve Hinsdale. 
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what t iappened to Wh i t n e y ? 

In 1873 W h i t n e y ' s b u s i n e s s and p o l i t i c a l c a r e e r seemed t o be a t a 
p e a k . In C h i c a o o and i t s S u b u r b s * p u b l i s h e d i n 1874^ some t h r e e 
dozen l e a d i n g c i t i z e n s o f Hi n s d a l ^ were m e n t i o n e d i n c l u d i n g t h e " . . 
. H o n o r a b l e Wm. M. Wh i tney . . . and o t h e r s ( w h i c h ) have p l e a s a n t and 
cofTmddibus h o m e ^ " ( 1 6 ) . Bu t mi s f o r t u n e soon b e f e l l the Whi t n e y 
f ^ i m i l y . 

The P a n i c o f 1873 g r e a t l y d e p r e s s e d r e a l e s t a t e i n t h e a r e a w h i c h 
must have h u r t W h i t n e y ' s b u s i n e s s . The d e a t h o f h i s w i f e S a r a h a few 
y e a r s l a t e r may have caused a d d l t i d h a l p r o b l e r h s . Ih 1879 the W h i t n e y 
House was s o l d f o r overdue p r o p e r t y t a x e s g b l n g back t o 1875• The 
s e l l i n g p r i c e was 75% of the amount p a i d by W h i t n e y i n 1870 ( 1 7 ) . 
O the r r e a l e s t a t e t r a n s a c t i o n s o f W h i t n e y ' s shcHt^ed s i m i l a r r e s u l t s . 
Wh i tney d ropped fr'orn v iew a f t e r s e r * ' ' h 9 as H i n s d a l e ' s p o l i c e 
m a g i s t r a t e f r « n 1878 to 1880, wi th no f u r t h e r r e c o r d f ound about h im 
i n l o c a l h i s t o r i e s . County p r o p e r t y r e c o r d s o r the U . S . c e n s u s ( 1 8 ) . 
i t was no t u n t i l the v i l l a g e ' s c e n t e n n i a l i n 1973 t h a t the r o l e o f 
W h i t n e y was r e d i s c o v e r e d by T imd thy B a k k e n , a l o c a l h i s t o r i a n , a s 
e x p l a i n e d i n h i s book Hi n s d a l e i n a c h a p t e r e n t i t l e d " F o r g o t t e n M a n , 
Memorable D e e d " . 

W h i l e W h i t n e y was u l t i ma te ! y u n s u c c e s s f u l i n h i s r e a l e s t a t e 
v e n t u r e s j h i s i n f l u e n c e i n l e a d i n g the l o c a l r e s i d e n t s t o i n c o r p o r a t e 
c e r t a i n l y w a s , by d e f i n i t i o n , a s e m i n a l even t iri the h i s t o r y o f the 
v i l l a g e . In a b roade r s e n s e , he a p p e a r e d t o be t y p i c a l o f the new 
s p e c i e s o f Amer i can bus inessman on the f r o n t i e r so w e l l d e s c r i b e d by 
D a n i e l B o o r s t I n as 

"Bus lnessmar i i ^ e r l c a n u s . . . a p e c u l i a r l y A m e r i c a n t ype o f 
communi ty maker and COTHnunlty l e a d e r . H i s s t a r t i n g b e l i e f was 
In the I n t e r f u s i n g o f p u b l i c and p r i v a t e p r o s p e r i t y . . . when 
he f i r s t a p p e a r e d , h | s p r i m a r y ccxitmodi t y was l a n d and h i s 
s e c o n d a r y cptnmodity t r an s p o r t a t i o n . T h i s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f l a n d 
r i g h t s and t r a n s p o r t r i g h t s f r c m p o l i t i c a l s y m b o l s and h e l r l o o r n s 
i n t o mere ctHtvnbdi t i e s was a l ^o an A m e r i c a n phencmenon. " (19) 
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EPILOGUE 

Subsequent to William Whitney 18 different families have owned his 
house and hundreds of people have called it home. Over the years the 
more noteworthy owners and residents included Adam and Emilie Glos 
who bought the house in 1879 for back taxes, probably as an 
investment. The Glos' were part of an Elmhurst family considered the 
richest in DuPage County at the time. Later the four offspring of 
the Hinckley family (1880 - 1912) became involved in law, street 
railways, mining and education acti v i t i e s across the U.S. Later 
residents made their mark in medicine, real estate, manufacturing 
and banking and three were listed in Who's Who of Chicago. In 1970 
the Whitney House was featured in a national television commercial by 
the Hallmark Greeting Card Company (20). Because of this and its 
central location and excellent architectural integrity, it is now 
widely known locally as the "Hallmark House". 
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