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6. Funclion or Use

"Histaric Fundctions (enter: categoﬂes from instmctims) Current Functions (enter’ caiagmias from: instruwons)
Dmmestlc/51ngle dwelling Domestlc/szngle dweliling

- Health care/medlcal bu81nes§7off1ce

T

Architactural Classification Materials (enitér categories from instructions):
{enter categories from instructions) '

foundation . ~imestone

Late Victorian/Italianate walls . Wood/veather board
- 7 _ _ ) IR foof: Asphalt -’
ather

Overview

The Widdiam Whithey HouSe is located in the center of Hinsdale on the
southwest «corner of First Street and Park Avenue, one block east of
the commercial area and one block south of the Burlington Railroad
tracks The Whltney House stands in its eriginal location on a
sllght rise overlooking .a quiet street of stately éh¥ches and
traditidénal homés, Surroinded by full grown AdMérican elms and other
matiré shade Lrees.

_Bullt in 1869 as one of the first residences in Hinsdale, the Whitney
House faces north from the highest part of a 177 x 170 corner lot.

See Exh_ A for a plat of the site drawn in 1983. The Whitney
House is shaded on three sides by six: full growvn Ameritan elms plas:
-mature maple, ash, catalpa and othef varieties.

The House i& a wood, balleoon frame structure about 80 feet deep and
35 fedt wide built as an assymetrlc, front. gabled L= shaped structure
with Itallanate trim. It has two full stories for tvo thirds of its
g th w1th one story in the rear. A ene story porch covers the

West and east sldes whlch 1ead te 51de entrances The Itallanate
yle is evident by segmental arch w1ndowsw paired eave brackets;
nide. rope molding, chamfered porchnpnsts and other detalls All

§iding is wood, fest of it orlglnal ‘ :

A two car garage is:located in the seuthwest ‘corner of the lot: It
was built in.1988 in the style of a 19th century carriage house,
replacing a ngndgscrlpt one story garage erected in ‘the 1950's. The
new garage i's connected to the house By an opé€n covered walkwdy.
EXCept fo¥ the re#ar of the strudture, the exterior appearance of the
Whitney ‘Housé 18 dlmbst unchanged “frém 100 years ago according to a
photograph taken in 1886 {See Exhibit: BJ.

Detailed Description

‘Starting with the front gable side that faces north, one first sees

thiree double hung sash: windows with segmental arches on the second

story. ‘Thé windows areé evenly ‘spaced actoss the front. Directly
K500 continuation sheet
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below and under the front porch roof are two floor length windows on
the left and a double door entrance on the Prght, all three having
segmental arches with an additional decorative crown auer the
recessed doorway. The doors are nine feet tall with rounded windows
in the top panels. All five windows and the entrance are flanked by
arched shutters. A poreh runs the full {ront .of ‘the House with a Tow
rajling and classically shaped balusters. On either side of the
front elevation, one can see a side entrance under the roof of each
of the side porches. On the right side a louvered door shows the
location of a former entrance (once used as the waiting room entrance
tec a doctor’s office) which is now sealed off. On the left, or east
side, a door opens to a side entrance enclosure which pruundes access
to a curved driveway. At the attic level in .the gable, a paired
window is capped by -a double arched hood. A brlck chimney rises
through the ridge of the roof.

The east facade shows the partial perch as it continues from the
front porch., It ends at the side carriage entrance. By comparing
Exhibit B with an earlier tketch of the holise from an 1882 bird’ s eye
view of Hinsdale (Exhibit C>, we have concluded that the entrance and
the side porch were added between 1882 and 18846. Above the side
entrance roof on the second story is a bay window be) ieved to have
been directly below on the first floor until the side entrance was
added. A1l four windows on the main wall have. segmental arches. The
three windows in the side entrance and the bay window have flat tops.
lLike the firont gable, the east gable contains the same paired window
capped with a doublé arched hood. The one story south end of the
Housé was extended in the 1950“s to enlarge the summer kitchen into a
family ronm. It has two rectangular windows and a rear entrance
door. @ two story brick chimney was ‘added at the same time . to vent a
new family room fireplace.

The south side of the house stil]l shows the original roof line of the
summeér Kitchen even though the side walls ihave been extended te the
full width of the main structure. The original Kitchen chimney
remains near the rear wall although it is now sealed off from use.
Sitting on top of the kitchen roof is a many windowed ®cure porch®:
built in the World War 1 era for a child with tuberculaesis. It is
accessible from the rear of the second floor hallway.

The west side of the one story éxtension shows the extended summer
Kitchen wall with two windows and a slldnng.glass dnor, the: latter
with an entrance landlng. The two story main structure has four
paired wundows, all capped by double arch tops and flanked by arched

shutters. The west gable, as in the other two gables, contains a
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paired window capped with a double arched hood. A third chimney
rising from the rear main roeof is also visible. When built it vented
a central hot air furnace. Today it is used for a modern gas—flred
hot water furnace.

The entire area under the hguse contains a basement except for the
space under the east entrance. Basement walls consist of 1imestone
biocks and irréqgular stone shapes laid 14 inches thick with 1ime
mortar except for a 25 foot poured concrete section under the
southeast extension of the summer Kitchen. The roof of the main
structure was orlginally wood: shxngles but is now covered with
=asphalt shingles, as are 'the roofs of the summer kitchen/famnly room
and "cure porch®. All window sashes in the entire house are original
and over 90% of the panes appear to beé originmal glass.

In addition to a major exterior remodeling in the 1880”°s and the
widening of the summer Kitchen into a family roeom ‘in the 19507s, the
interidr spaces have .been changed seéveral times. Based on extensive
study of the structure by the author, the floor plan has undergone at
1east four ma,jor changes in the 120 year hlstory of the House. See
Exhibit D.

Description of the interior

Despite many interior changes, most details remain original. As one
enters the ¥front hatll through the double door entrance, the eleven
faot ceiling conveys a -spaciousness not suspected from the outside.
A curved stair with a walnut bannister reaches to the -second floor
hall. To the lTeft of the front entrance the front parlor continues
to be graced with the original marble fireplace. Orlglnal moldings
frame most doorways and windows. Upstairs the spacious feeling
continues with nine foot ceilings in all four bedrooms. The master
Bedroom was created in 1982 from twe =smaller bédrooms.

The basement remains wunfinished. In fact, two areas remain with a
dirt surface. The Attic contains two interesting features =— a water
tank, now disconnected, and the parlor fireplace chimney which twists
and shifts, by offset placement of several courses of brick, so that
the chimney exits in the center of the roof even thoiigh it ascends
through the floor off center :and at -a 90 degree angle. A rear stair
connects 'the south end of the second floor with the family room in
the summer Kitchen area.
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Summar

Despite remodel ing of the summer Kitchen area in the 1950s, the
Whitney House has excellent exterior architectural integrity. It is
by far the best preserved of five or six remaining Italianate
structures in Hinsdale. Because of its architectural integrity and

central location, it is one of the best Known structures in Hinsdale
and the surrounding area.
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EXHIBIT A

. Will fam Wh‘itney House .
__Plat of Property . IN')
FIRST -~ STREET
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~ EXHIBIT C
William Whitney House
Bird's Eve View of Hinsdale-1882

' Whitney
House
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EXHIBIT D
Witliam Whitney House
Figst Floor Plan .
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8. Statement of gnmhmum

Cbm®hgomum!mscmmhbmdﬂmsmﬁ&mmmcﬁﬂwamquymrﬂmhnu:mmnpuma&ar
[ Jnationatty [ Jstatewide  [}tocally

Applicable Nationat Register Criteia [ JA KB [ Jc [p
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [J8 [Jc o e [JF e

Anmsofmgmmmmm(mwwcmmmmhsﬂumimmudhnm Period ¢f Significance SQOqummm
Polltlcs and government ‘ 1872~1873 1872,1873
Cultural Affiliation
_ ) N/A
&mmhmnpggm Architect/Builder
Whltney, Wllllam M. - Unknoéwn:

State significance of property, andjustfy. criteria, crferia considerations; and areas and pefiods of significance noted above.
Summary.

The William Whltney House meets Criterion B fof 1lst1ng on the
National Register of Hilstoric Places becausé it is assoc1ated with
Willlam Wh1tney, the man who got Hinsdale: 1ncorporated as a village
in 1873. Whltney, wvho regided iif thé house from 1870 to 18?9,vrqse
to promlnence in DuPage Céunty palltlcal and bu51-e§s.af£a1rs in the
l860 s until misfortuné catséd him to drop from view in the mid
1870's His subségieht obscurlty 1ed a ‘historian 100 years later Yo
aptly characterlze Whitney's role in founding the village as
"Forgotten man, nemorable -deed" (1).

Who wad William Whitney?

\ In 1858 at the age of 28 William ‘Whitney, his wife Sarah and five
year old daughter Augusta came to. Tllinois from upstate New, York and
| settled in Winfield, a stiall -town in west central | age County (2.
| In 1860 the. ambltmous~Wh1tney vaquelected county Ciredit Clefk and
. Recorder and served until 1868 -(3).  In 1862 the Whitneys, the family
now larger by two more daughters, moved to Naperville, prebabl; to be
, ¢leser to County offices which at that time were located there. In
\ 1868 the county seat was transfer¥ed to. Wheaton, a controversial
event, {4) which -may have caused Whithey to serve his f£inal term as
Clerk. Another reason to Yeave this poaltlon may have begen his
growing real estaté business act1v1ty. Beginning in 1865 Whitney
became invelved in numerous transactions in DuPage Collhty real estate
ds an ageéent, developer and 1nvesta; In 1868 wi h>partner Charles W.
Richmond they platted one of the first subdivisiens -ifi Downer® g
Grove, the Whitney and Richmond addition (5). In the prior year
Whitney baught his first property in Hlnsdale, & half block for
$1,000 which he sold thrée years later for $3,000 (6). In 1870
'Whltney, Wisg wife Sarah, now six daughters, d son and tvwe servants
moved to the just completed‘house in Hinsdale on First Stiéét, the

EjS«aammthnmwm
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subject of this nomination. The 1870 census shows that the Whitneys
dec)ared real .and personal property worth $17,000, an amount wh'ich
marked them as one of the most well-to—do famzlnes in the u:llagg.

In the fall of 1870 Whitney was etected as DuPage County’s sole
Representative to the State. Legistature where he served in the 27th
General Assembly ¥or two years. At the 1872 session the ‘Assembly
passed a new general incorporation law effective July 1, 1872 which
empowered the Secretary of State under the newly adopted 1870 State -
Constitution to issue certnflcates of incorporation ‘instead of the
Legislature. It is possible that voting for this Taw spurred Whltner
to seek .incorporation for his newly adopted village later that yéar
().

The Incorporation of Hinsdate

.Nhitnéy’sﬁrqle in the lncorporatton of Hinsdale was described by
Timothy Bakken in his recent history ‘of Hinsdale as follows:

*After the adjournment of theé 27th General Assembly in Apri)
1872, Whitney headed home fo6r Hinsdale with the intention of
getting his Viillage chartered, and that summer he drafted a
petition to the County Judge asking for a referendum on the
matter. He wrote out a faircopy of the petition, dating it
August 1, 1872; affixed his signature as the first to the
document; and during the next month perguaded various friends
and nenghbors to sign it also. 1t was then proudly presented to
County Judge Myron C. Dudléy . . . the petition was signed by 37
of the most prominent residents.”(8)

Judge Dudley approved the petition and set the voting day for March
29, 1873. Theé referendum was overwhelmingly approved 40 to 2. Judge
Dudley certified the results and declared that °. . . said proposed
Village . . . shall from henceforth be deemeéd an organized
village®(?). To again quote Bakken, '

". . . it iis probable that William Whitney, who had so far
capably carried through the incorporation of the Village, was
now the one whp arranged Hinsdale’s first election and
buttonholed a few men to run for office.*(10)

In the first election held on April 15, 1873, six trustees were
selected who in turn elected two unllage cterks, a poliice magistrate
and one of their own as U|llage President. The village of Hinsdale
now had a working government to guide its .growth and improvement.
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Sianificahce of Ihcorporation

Ham:dbes—the incorporation fit into the context of early Hinsdale?
Hinsdale is one of Chicago’s oldest subunbs with its first streets
being platted in 1865, the year the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy
Railroad was completed to Aurora and trains began to run. A St.
Louis banker, William Robbins, was the first to foresee the area’s
potential for development as a residential communi ty because of the
ro¥ling terrain and its proxlmlty to Chicage. In 1862 Robbins bought
800 acres where Hinsdale exists today for .a cost of $14 to $20 per
acre; and within a few years sold his holdings for 30 to 50 times
that amount (f1)!

The thtney house, one of the first on tand platted by Robbins, was
initially built for Levi and ‘Maria Stndder of Naperville for a ctost
of about $3800. They moved to the new house in Hinsdale in the fall
of 184%. A few months later, in February 1870, the Whitneys
purchased the house for $7500 thus giving the Stodders a substantial
gain. By that time the population of Hinsdale had grown to about 500
(12>. Other new residents included real estate deveélopers, Chicago
businessmen, lawyers and railroad officials. The latter may help
explain the excellent rail service between Hinsdale and Chicago, with
24 trains a day for trips of 30 to &0 minutes duratlon according to
an 1874 account ¢13).

While growth slowed for a time in the 1870“s, as Chicago emerged as a
center of transportation and manufacturing Hinsdale grew rapidly in
population and reputation as a desirable subtirban community. The
newly incerporated village began a sefies of street |mprovements and
gradually assumed additional municipal functions. 1890 its
population had grown to 1600 and the village was belng touted as the
"Gold Coast of DuPage” Hinsdale was the first commurity in DuPage
County to establish a munuc:pa] water works and power plant.
Palatial homes along County Line Road became Known throughout the
country as °Millionaires’ Row". By the early 1900’s ". . . Hinsdale
was about as comfortiable and prosperous a siuburban town as any in
America.®(15). Today, 9?0 years later; Hinsdale’s populatlon is now
17,000 and the village continues to remain one of Chicago’s most
attractlue and desirable suburbs. Village government remains at the
center of community actions to maintain and improve Hlnsdale.
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What Happened to Whitney?

In 1873 Whitney’s business and political career seemed to be-at a
peak. In Chicago and its Suburbs, published in 1874, some three
dozen leading citizens of Hinsdale were mentioned including the L
. Honorable Wm: M. Whitney . . . and others (whlch) have pleasant and
commodious homes"(14). But misfortune soon befell the Whitney
family.

The Panic of 1873 greatly depressed real estate in the area which
must have hurt Whitney’s business. The death of his wife Sarah a few
years later may have caused additional problems. In 1879 the Whitney
House was sold for overdue property taxes going back to 1875. The
sellifng pricte was 754 of ‘the amount paid by Whitney in 1870 (172>,
Other real estate transactions of Whitney‘s showed similar results.
Whitney dropped from view after serving as Hinsdale’s police
magistrate from 1878 to 1880, with no further record found about him
in local histories, County property records or the U.S. census (18).
It was not until the ‘village’s centennial in 19273 that the role of
Whitney was rediscovered by Timathy BaKKen, & local historian, as -
explained in his book Hinsdale in a chapter entitled “Forgotten Man,
Memorable Deed®.

While Whitney was ultimately unsuccessful in his real estate
ventures, his influence ‘in leading the local residents to incorporate
certainly was, by definition, a seminal event in the history of the
village. In a broader sense, he appeared to be typical of the new
species of American businessman on the fréntier so well described by
Daniel Boorstin as

"Businessman Americanus , . . a peculiarly American ‘type of
cammunltr maKer and community leader. His starting belief was
in the |nterfuslng of public and private prosperity . . . when
‘he first appeared, his primary commodity was }and and his
‘secondary commodity transpertation. This transformation of land
rights and transport rights from political symbols and heirlooms:
into mere commodities was also an American pheénomenon.” (19)
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EPILOGUE

Subsequent to William Whitney 18 different families have owned his
house and hundreds of people have called it home. Over the years the
more noteworthy owners and residents included Adam and Emilie Glos
who bought the house in 1879 for back taxes, probably as an
investment. The Glos’ were part of an Elmhurst family considered the
richest in DuPage County at the time. Later the four offspring of
the Hinckley family (1880 - 1912) became involved in law, street
railways, mining and education activities across the U.S. Later
residents made their mark in medicine, real estate, manufacturing

and banking and three were listed in Who’s Who of Chicago. In 19270
the Whitney House was featured in a national television commercial by
the Hallmark Greeting Card Company (20). Because of this and its
central location and excellent architectural integrity, it is now
widely Known locally as the "Hallmark House".
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September 15, 1989

Beth Boland

National Register Program
National Park Service
Dept. of the Interior
1100 L Street, NW

Dear Beth:

*Encﬂosgdﬂplease*ﬁing?ihe,ﬁdmjhatiﬁnlmaterials‘and relevant docuinentation
for the following properties that were Ftecommended for-nomination by the

I11inots ‘Historic Sites Advisory Council and nominated by Dr. Devine, the
State. Historic Preservation Officer: '

Stewart, Minnjie, House, Monmouth

Whitney, William, House, Hinsdale

Inman Hotel, Champaign

Crow Island ‘School, Winpetka = ,

West Jackson Boulevard Historic District
Boundary Extension, Chicago

Farm House, University of ITlinofs, Urbana

Aan V. Swallow
Sirvey & National Register Coordinator

AVS /ws

Enclosures




