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1. Name 

OMB So. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

OCT 9 1986 received 

date entered 
NOV I 9 1986 

historic Morgan C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

and or common 

2. Location 

street & number 300 West S t a t e S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town J a c k s o n v i l l e vicinity of 

state I l l i n o i s code 012 county Morgan code 137 

3. Ciassification 
Category Ownersh ip Sta tus Present U s e 

district X public X occupied agriculture museum 
X bullding(s) private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted ^ government scientific 

N / A being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Board of Commissioners of Morgan County, Verne Bergschneider, Chairman 

street & number 300 West State Street 

city, town Jacksonvi l le vicinity of state I l l i n o i s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Morgan County Clerk and Recorder's O f f i c e 

street & number 300 West State Street 

city, town Jacksonvi l le state I l l i n o i s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Inventory of h i s t o r i c a l landmarks has this property been determined eligible? yes J i _ no 

i n Morgan uounry 

date November 1973 federal state county local 

flepository for survey records I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c Preservation Agency 

city, town Springfield state I l l i n o i s 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

-X good ruins -X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The Courthouse i s a three-storied detached, limestone block example of an e c l e c t i c 

blend of the towered Italianate country v i l l a with a French Second Empire s t y l e . The 
ov e r a l l shape of the building i s rectangular, and i s b u i l t to cover an area of two-thirds 
of a c i t y block, or an area of one hundred eighty feet nine inches by one hundred twenty 
feet s i x inches. Because of i t s location "off the square", a v e r t i c a l emphasis was 
essential and the architect achieved t h i s by means of a raised entry and corner placements 
of three asymmetrical towers. The Courthouse has undergone some alterations i n i t s one 
hundred eighteen years of existence, but none have detracted from the basic i n t e g r i t y of 
the property. 

The building faces south on West State Street, with a secondary entrance on the east 
side on North West Street. From the south, a grand r i s e of concrete s t a i r s ( o r i g i n a l l y 
stone) leads to a three-bay round-arched loggia contained between two asymmetrical towers -
the west tower, lean and t a l l - the east tower, heavy and short. This loggia protects two 
entrances - the main entrance into.a centra.! h a l l , and a double (original) doored entrance 
into a staircase i n the west tower. The smaller tower on the northeast corner i s actually 
a chimney for the building's heating plant. 

The building's v e r t i c a l emphasis made i t most appropriate for the commercial setting 
where r e a l estate was at a premium. 

The rusticated limestone blocks (quarried at J o l i e t and shipped to Jacksonville by 
r a i l ) create a s o l i d permanence to the structure. An extruded limestone b e l t , corner 
pier s , paneled friezes and scroll-shaped cornice brackets i n t e n s i f y the fe e l i n g . The 
building "owes i t s monumental presence, however, to the profuse use of rusticated masonry 
and to the bold arch-topped dormers that break out of the mansards of the two front towers 
above t h e i r bracketed cornices," as Henry Russell-Hitchcock and William Seale noted i n 
Courthouse, A Photographic Document. Fenestration i s round-head throughout with stone 
hoods. Some windows are: single (with keystpne), some have tracery, some are double, some 
are t r i p l e . Bulls-eye windows punctuate the basement and t h i r d f l o o r s . The roof l i n e i s 
a "modest", narrow mansard with a straight p r o f i l e . This i s interrupted on the east and 
west by a c e n t r a l l y located low gable, the cornices of which are decorated with brackets 
as are the cornices of each tower. Above the mansard p r o f i l e the roof i s r e l a t i v e l y f l a t . 
The gabled, projecting bay wall on the east and west facade has three recessed two-story 
arches, heavily keystoned. 

The roof was o r i g i n a l l y of polychromed s l a t e , but broken t i l e s necessitated i t s 
repair. Since replacement cost was p r o h i b i t i v e , the County replaced the entire p r o f i l e 
with asphalt shingles. This was done i n the late'1950s or early 1960s. The platform for 
the statue of Justice was incorporated into the roof l i n e at t h i s time. Although several 
bulls-eye windows i n the east tower and the front mansard were covered over at the time, 
t h i s did not greatly detract from the architectural significance of the building. Also 
about t h i s same time, the front steps were replaced with concrete and a handrail added. 
(Top two steps are o r i g i n a l stone.) 

Most of the roof cresting has been removed from the towers and dormers, and the 
fl a g pole atop the west tower has been replaced with a radio a e r i a l . The huge double 
entry doors were f i r s t replaced i n 1907 with l i g h t e r and more e a s i l y managed ones. 
These have again been replaced with glass and aluminum doors. The exterior was tuck­
pointed, and a glaze of s i l i c o n e applied i n the early 1960s. The marble fl o o r s were 
removed i n 1962 and replaced with f l o o r t i l e s . Also gone i s the iron fence which o r i g i n ­
a l l y encircled the building. 

(con't) 
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I n t e r i o r l y , a central h a l l divides the f i r s t f l o o r of the Courthouse. T a l l , recessed, 
paneled doors with arched transoms lead to o f f i c e s on either side of the corrider. Each 
off ice has a pressed t i n c e i l i n g and wooden fl o o r i n g . These have b a s i c a l l y remained un­
changed. One notable addition has been a small self-service elevator i n s t a l l e d i n the 
1960s. 

A grand staircase on the east side of the building at i t s North West Street entrance 
leads to the second floor where the main courtroom i s located. The two-story high c e i l i n g 
of the courtroom i s covered with a patterned pressed t i n with a central rosette (the 
chandelier i n s t a l l e d there i n 1897 when they wired for e l e c t r i c i t y has been removed.) The 
courtroom was completely remodeled i n 1926. The spectator gallery located on the south 
wall was removed at that time, and the Judge's Bench ( o r i g i n a l l y located on the north 
wall) was relocated to the south w a l l . At the same time, the old spectator gallery s t a i r ­
case - located i n the lower three levels of the b e l l tower and entered through the huge 
double doored entry under the front loggia - was locked off and the stairway has remained 
unused since that time. Plans for the 1926 remodeling of the courtroom have been located 
i n the County Clerk's Office. 

The remainder of the second floor i s used for o f f i c e s and chambers. The t h i r d f l o o r 
i s used primarily for document storage and i s e s s e n t i a l l y unchanged i n character from i t s 
o r i g i n a l use. The basement has been divided through the years but not to the extent that 
i t could not be restored to i t s o r i g i n a l condition. 

Two of the most interesting features of the building were the statue of Justice and 
the great b e l l . 

The statue of Justice stood on a stone pedestal sixty-four feet above the front 
entrance on the south wall of the Courthouse. She was carved from one s o l i d block of 
white pine by the f i m of Campbell and Colby of Mystic Bridge, Massachusetts, and was 
shipped to Jacksonville i n October of 1868. 

According to an a r t i c l e from the newspaper, "The Mystic Pioneer", dated October 3, 
1868: "The statue stands nine feet from the bottom of the pedestal which i s one foot 
thick, leaving eight feet as the exact height of the f i x t u r e . The scales, two feet nine 
inches beam are held up before her i n her l e f t hand that she may the better see justice 
done. In her rig h t had she grasps a naked sword four feet long. The figure i s to be 
gilded and the scales sil v e r e d . . . . " 

F i r s t to go were the sword and scales - so she stood armless from that time 
(possibly as early as 1872) u n t i l she vanished from her perch atop the Courthouse some­
time between 1903 and 1930. Where she i s today remains a mystery. 

The b e l l at the Courthouse arrived i n Jacksonville on June 18, 1869, by r a i l r o a d 
f l a t c a r . I t was cast of copper and t i n i n the b e l l foundry of A. Fulton's Son & Co., 
No. 91 F i r s t Ave., Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. The Fulton Company was renowned for the 
b e l l s cast at i t s foundry - especially for the fine quality of tone, said to be more 
nearly perfect than any other. This b e l l ' s tone i s i n the key of D natural. 

The b e l l i s massive - forty-two inches high, has a mouth of f i f t y - s i x inches, i s 
three inches thick on the sides and weighs four thousand pounds. The b e l l i s mounted 
on an iron frame which adds to i t s t o t a l weight of over f i v e thousand pounds. The 
t o t a l cost for the b e l l - $1,900.00. 

(con't) 
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The architect, Mr. Randall, had o r i g i n a l l y designed the b e l l to s t r i k e the hours of 
a clock that was to be b u i l t immediately above the b e l l . The four clock faces are s t i l l 
i n evidence, but the clockwords were never i n s t a l l e d . 

The great b e l l i s s t i l l i n excellent condition, and i s cer t a i n l y a h i s t o r i c reminder 
of the excellence of workmanship of both the b e l l foundry and of the tower i n which i t 
rests. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 X- architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_X. 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry - -Ô . politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates p e r i o d of Builder/Architect c. R. Underwood, b u i l d e r 
d i g n i f icantJQ . i 

38-1869~ „ ..̂  \ T Gurdon P. Randall, architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
J a c k s o n v i l l e owes i t s o r i g i n as a town to the placement of the Morgan County seat of 

government i n 1825. In i t s h i s t o r y , three successive courthouses have served the people 
of Morgan County: the l a s t , and present Courthouse, completed i n November 1869, became, 
and continues to be, the r e p o s i t o r y f o r a l l the e x i s t i n g l e g a l dociiments of Morgan County 
since i t s i n c e p t i o n as a county i n 1823. These documents not only i n c l u d e the career 
beginnings and law p r a c t i c e s of s e v e r a l n a t i o n a l l y prominent p o l i t i c a l p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
(four s t a t e governors, two p r e s i d e n t i a l candidates, and one president) - they a l s o record 
the h i s t o r y of a town and i t s prominent f i g u r e s at a l o c a l , s t a t e , and n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 
The Morgan County Courthouse i s a t h r e e - s t o r y , detached, masonry (limestone) block example 
of an e c l e c t i c blend of the towered I t a l i a n a t e v i l l a w i t h the French Second Empire s t y l e . 
The v e r t i c a l , asymmetrical emphasis of the s t r u c t u r e makes i t unique i n i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e 
to i t s p e r i o d and to i t s " o f f the square" s e t t i n g . I t s a r c h i t e c t , Gurdon P. R a n d a l l , of 
Chicago, i s n a t i o n a l l y known f o r h i s schools, churches, and courthouses b u i l t p r i m a r i l y 
i n the mid-western s t a t e s . The Morgan County Courthouse i s an e x c e l l e n t example of h i s 
work. 

The property on which the present Morgan County Courthouse was b u i l t was o r i g i n a l l y 
p a r t of t h a t e i g h t y acres s o l d by the United States government t o Thomas A r n e t t on 
A p r i l 15, 1825 f o r $1.25 per acre. He i n t u r n donated twenty acres to the new county 
of Morgan, through i t s commissioners, to be s o l d as l o t s to provide revenue f o r the new 
courthouse and county j a i l . These twenty acres formed the northwest quadrant of the 
O r i g i n a l P l a t of the Town of J a c k s o n v i l l e . Each l o t i n the p l a t measured one hundred 
e i g h t y f e e t nine inches by s i x t y f e e t three inches. This p l a t was acknowledged and 
recorded on A p r i l 26, 1825. 

These monies acquired through the s a l e of s a i d l o t s (along w i t h the northeast quadrant 
l o t s a l s o owned by the Town through the donation of Isaac D i a l ) , were used to r a i s e the 
f i r s t Morgan County Courthouse i n 1826. I t was l o c a t e d on the northwest quadrant of the 
center square, and was a frame two-story b u i l d i n g set on round blocks sawed from a round 
l o g . T o t a l cost f o r the t h i r t y by f o r t y f o o t r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g was $450.00. On 
December 6, 1827, t h i s Courthouse burned to the ground, d e s t r o y i n g a l l the records of 
the Court, i n c l u d i n g the o r i g i n a l p l a t of the town. 

A second Courthouse was begun i n 1829, l o c a t e d south of the f i r s t s t r u c t u r e , on the 
southwest quadrant of the center square. The b u i l d i n g was of b r i c k , two s t o r i e s high and 
measured f i f t y by f o r t y f e e t - t o t a l cost $4,000.00. This Courthouse served the County 
fo r the next t h i r t y - e i g h t years. 

I t was i n t h i s second Courthouse t h a t Stephen A. Douglas made h i s f i r s t law agreement, 
where he presided as a judge, and where he was nominated f o r Congress. John J . Hardin a l s o 
began h i s law career and was nominated to Congress here. Governor Joseph Duncan, Governor 
Thomas Ford, Abraham L i n c o l n and many other prominent f i g u r e s helped create h i s t o r y w i t h i n 
the w a l l s of t h i s Courthouse. 

(con't) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
1. Andreas, Lyter & Co. Atlas Map of Morgan County, I l l i n o i s . Davenport, Iowa: 1872-

Reproduction. Evansville, Indiana: Unigraphic, Inc., 1976 

2. Donnelley, Loyd & Co. History of Morgan County, I l l i n o i s , I t s Past and Present. 
Chicago: Donnelley, Loyd, & Co., 1878 (con't) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n one a c r e 
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Lots #74 and #75 i n the O r i g i n a l P l a t o f J a c k s o n v i l l e . 

L is t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Jo Anne Beard 

organization J a c k s o n v i l l e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n date A p r i l 10, 1986 
C o m m i s s i o n  

Street & number I S O S W e s t C o l l e g e A v e n u e telephone (?1-7) ?45 -4 - ^ f i - ^ 

city or town Jacksonville state I l l i n o i s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Tlie evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

^ local national state 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I tiereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortt j jbyit^ NatlenaLE^rtc Service^ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date ^ - ^ ^ - / ^ 

date 
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Chief of Registration 
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By 1867, t h i s "old Courthouse" was inadequate to f i l l the needs of the growing 
County, and i n February of that year, 1867, by an act of the l e g i s l a t u r e , permission 
was given to pursue a plan to erect a new building. A "courthouse bond" was approved 
February 8, 1867 for the issuance of $100,000.00 i n bonds for the building of the new 
courthouse. In A p r i l , the Board voted to hire a professional architect to draw up 
specifications for a new building. For t h i s job, they employed architect Gurdon P. 
Randall of Chicago. 

By June 1867, Mr. Randall had submitted two plans - one, a courthouse erected on 
the public square with four entrances which would cost $180,000.00; and two, a court­
house erected elsewhere with one main entrance having the same capacity, but which could 
be b u i l t for $120,000.00. Because of a savings of $60,000.00 (plus pressure from a group 
of c i t i z e n s who wished to preserve the public square as a park) the Board voted to change 
the s i t e for the new courthouse from the public square to another suitable piece of 
ground. The s i t e decided upon by the County Board, or Court, was Lots #74 and #75 of 
the Original Plat of the Town of Jacksonville, two blocks west of the square. 

In October 1867, bids were opened for the construction of the new Courthouse. The 
bids ranged from a high of $179,237.00 by a Chicago firm, to the low, and accepted bid, 
of $147,000.00 by Charles R. Underwood S Sons of Shelbyville, I l l i n o i s . 

On May 12, 1868, the laying of the cornerstone took place with much ceremony, and 
General Murray McConnel was the main speaker of the day. 

The construction continued through 1868 and into 1869. 

In March of 1869, the old Courthouse on the square was ordered to be sold at auction 
before June of 1870. The Board reserved the shelving and seats for use i n the new building. 
The iron door and frame and iron shutters of the fireproof o f f i c e s were also kept for use 
in the new Courthouse. 

By August 1869, even though the building was not completed, the Grand Jury and other 
rooms were used for the f i r s t time. 

Court records were ordered to be moved beginning i n October of 1869, and the old 
Courthouse was ordered to be abandoned by November 10th or 11th, 1869. 

By the November deadline, the new Courthouse was declared to be the legal courthouse, 
i n and for the County of Morgan. The new "off the square" Courthouse had become the 
o f f i c i a l repository for the h i s t o r i c a l documents of Morgan County. Eventually, the t o t a l 
cost of the building amounted to $204,000.00. I t i s interesting to note that the f i r s t 
County Commissioners to occupy the new Courthouse were a l l newly elected i n the November 
1869 election. 

Joining the "old" Courthouse records of Stephen A. Douglas, Governor Richard Yates, 
Sr., Abraham Lincoln, Governor Thomas Ford and Governor Joseph Duncan - the "new" Court­
house began i t s own l i s t of important personalities: The Honorable Cyrus Epler, Judge of 
the 7th C i r c u i t Court, who served for twenty-four years i n that capacity from 1873 to 1897; 
Richard Yates, J r . , who began his practice of law here i n 1884, and who was serving as 
Morgan County judge when he was elected governor of I l l i n o i s from 1901 - 1905; and 
William Jennings Bryan, who became the Democratic presidential candidate i n 1896, 1900 and 
1908. His Whipple Academy education and graduation from I l l i n o i s College i n 1881 and the 
beginning of his law career i n 1883 under the tutorage of William Brown and Edward P. Kirby, 

(con't) 
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contributed greatly to his development. The influence of his teachers, his mentors and 
his professional associates during his twelve years i n Jacksonville must have played a 
tremendous role i n shaping his thoughts and philosophy as he developed his p o l i t i c a l 
career. 

The Morgan County Courthouse i s a most unique structure and i s important from an 
architectural standpoint. As Henry-Russell Hitchcock relates: "In urban public a r c h i ­
tecture there are surprisingly few Second Empire or Neo-grec courthouses, the reason 
being that the c l i e n t s (usually selectmen or county commissioners) were r u s t i c characters 
who didn't l i k e the idea of that wicked c i t y Paris." The Morgan County Courthouse was 
singled out to be one of those i l l u s t r a t e d i n an essay by Henry-Russell Hitchcock and 
William Seale i n the book. Courthouse, A Photographic Document. There are other 
Italianate/Second Empire courthouses i n the State of I l l i n o i s , but i t would be d i f f i c u l t 
to surpass the monumental presence of t h i s one. The Montgomery County Courthouse, i n 
Hillsboro, by comparison, probably comes closest i n i t s design. Architect G. P. Randall 
designed both. The Montgomery County Courthouse i s brick, however, and simply does not 
achieve the permanence and s o l i d i t y of the Morgan County Courthouse. The only other 
known "stone with mansard" i n I l l i n o i s was located at Freeport, i n Stephenson County, 
and i t was demolished i n 1974. 

The plans created by architect, G. P. Randall of Chicago, are l o s t to us at t h i s time, 
but the results of his design remain a tribute to his works. The October, 1884, issue of 
the Inland Architect and Builder gives the following account of Randall's l i f e : "Architect 
Gurdon P. Randall.... commenced his architectural studies i n the o f f i c e s of Asher Benjiimi'^f 
of Boston, and at the age of t h i r t y removed to Chicago, where, during a term of 34 years, 
he had become perhaps more widely known throughout the West than any other architect. His 
work was especially i n the l i n e of school houses and churches and also court houses of 
which he b u i l t a large nvraiber, some i n distant states...." Some of Randall's best-known 
buildings include St. Mary's Church (3rd), the Spaulding Building, and the Union Park 
Congregational Church, a l l i n Chicago, and University H a l l and Willard H a l l at Northwestern 
University i n Evanston. 

The Courthouse has undergone minor exterior alterations - mostly since the turn of 
the century, and a certain amount of deterioration has taken place, especially on the 
stone on the south side, but e s s e n t i a l l y the building has retained i t s s i g n i f i c a n t design. 
One has only to refer to our e a r l i e s t photographs of the Courthouse to recognize that the 
basic structure i s intact. Renovation and restoration of the i n t e r i o r could be i n s t i t u t e d 
and much could be returned to i t s o r i g i n a l condition. 

The alterations previously discussed have not detracted from the significance of 
the property. I t has retained i t s i n t e g r i t y throughout i t s one hundred eighteen years 
of existence and i t i s s t i l l with a feeling of awe that one climbs the stairway to enter 
i t s doors. 
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,,-„. f / j y r ^ — — 

^ACCEPT / / - / ^ - - f r i J i 
.RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

Federal Agency: 

r ^ N R decision 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer ^.^I I^\ : -CK4>— 

Discipline. 
Date 

_J^-hn, 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .teciinical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has tills property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD c o m p l e t e s W . , 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal tx)undary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Tiie evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Presentation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for my Item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Old State Capitol • Springfield • 62701 

September 30, 1986 

Beth Grosvenor 
National Register ProgravTi 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Beth: 

Enclosed please find the National Register nomination forms and 
accompanying materials for the following properties: 

Lincoln Park, South Pond Refectory, Chicago, IL 
Livingston County Courthouse, Pontiac, IL 
Millhouse Blacksmith Shop, Clarksville, IL 
Morgan County Courthouse, Jacksonville, IL 
University of Illinois Astronomical Observatory, Urbana, IL 
University of Illinois Buildings by Nathan Clifford Ricker Thematic 
Nomination, Urbana, IL 

White Hall Historic District 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely yours. 

n̂n V. Swallow 
Assistant National Register 
Coordinator 

AVS;tb 
Enclosures 


