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Owners of property: Numbers refer to district map and text. 

1. Pease Building: Loren Pease, Keithsburg, IL 61442 

2. Wade Building : American Shell Company, P.O. Box 1783, Knoxville, TN 

3. I.O.O.F. Building (Riverboat Tavern): Ray & Judi Roberts, Keithsburg, IL 61442 

4. Bushong Building: Julius Bushong Keithsburg, IL 61442 

5. Blackie's Building: Julius Bushong, Keithsburg, IL 61442 

6. Fish Market: Dwight Simpson, 509 W. Main, Aledo, IL 61231 

7. Lions Club Building: Lester Callahan, Keithsburg, IL 61442 

8. Dodson Barber Shop: Don Dodson, Keithsburg, IL 61442 

9. Commercial House: Calvin White, 2404 - 31st Street, Moline, IL 61265 

10. Robert Burns Lodge A.F. & A.M.: Robert Burns Masonic Lodge A.F. & A.M., 

c/o Frederic Sherif, Keithsburg, IL 61442 

11. Bettler Block (Pinger's Grocery): William R. Pinger, Keithsburg, IL 61442 

12. Griffith Home Supplies: Clement Griffith, Keithsburg, IL 61442 
13. Keithsburg Medical Clinic: Mayor Henry Swank, City of Keithsburg, City Hall, 

Keithsburg, IL 61442 
14. a. Wilson Building: Sally Wilson, Keithsburg, IL 61442 
14. b. Henderson Building (Stewart Recreation): Jiilie D. Weeks, Keithsburg, IL 6144 

15. Citizen's State Bank (Antique Store): Clarence & Doris Whitesell, 

Keithsburg. IL 61442 

16. Old City Hall: Julie D. Weeks, Keithsburg, IL 61442 

17. Reeder Building: Chery Reeder, Keithsburg, IL 61442 
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Representation in Existing Surveys: 

Illinois Historic Structures Survey: Mercer County 
October 1972 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency x state 
Old State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62701 

Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey: Mercer County 
June 1974 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency x. state 
Old State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62701 

The Commercial House, Sth and Main streets, was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places on May 9, 1983. 
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LIST OF CONTRIBUTING AND NON-CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURES 

Of the 17 b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the Keithsburg H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 
15 have been defined as c o n t r i b u t i n g to the h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of the d i s t r i c t . These b u i l d i n g s date from the period of s i g n i f i c a n c e , 
and are compatible i n age, s c a l e , m a t e r i a l s , design, and f u n c t i o n . 
The 2 non-contributing b u i l d i n g s (#6 and #8) were constructed 
a f t e r 1950. The numbers r e f e r to the d i s t r i c t map. 

1. Pease B u i l d i n g ; c. 1915, Loren Pease, b u i l d e r 

D e s c r i p t i o n : one-story rectangular b r i c k commercial 
b u i l d i n g with no s i g n i f i c a n t d e t a i l i n g . 
O r i g i n a l use: drugstore operated by Loren Pease 
Current use: storage 

2. Wade B u i l d i n g : 1893, Leander Wade/ b u i l d e r 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Two s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g with h i g h l y d e t a i l e d 
metal cornice and elaborate window hoods. The o r i g i n a l 
s t o r e f r o n t includes transoms with colored g l a s s . O r i g i n a l l y 
part of a l a r g e r block, the east h a l f of the b u i l d i n g 
was demolished i n the 1960's, l e a v i n g the Wade B u i l d i n g 
as an independent whole. 
O r i g i n a l use: Leander Wade's l i v e r y and wagon making 
business 
Current use: storage 

3. I.O.O.F. B u i l d i n g : 1893, I.O.O.F. Lodge #20, b u i l d e r 

D e s c r i p t i o n : I d e n t i c a l to the Wade B u i l d i n g , with the 
same cornice and window hoods. The large p l a t e - g l a s s 
windows i n the o r i g i n a l s t o r e f r o n t have been i n f i l l e d 
with wood and smaller windows. A metal awning covers 
the s t o r e f r o n t , and may be an o r i g i n a l f e a t u r e . A s i m i l a r 
awning appears i n a 1908 photo of the b u i l d i n g . 
O r i g i n a l use: Dry goods store on f i r s t f l o o r , Odd Fellows 
Lodge H a l l on second f l o o r 
Current use: Riverboat Tavern 
The charter f o r the I.O.O.F. Lodge #20 was granted i n 
1856. The Lodge no longer meets here, and the second 
f l o o r lodge h a l l i s closed o f f . 
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4. Bushong B u i l d i n g : c. 1900, b u i l d e r unknown 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Two one s t o r y frame b u i l d i n g s connected 
by a frame a d d i t i o n , to form one L-shaped s t r u c t u r e 
O r i g i n a l use: unknown, but f o r many years i t was used 
as an automobile showroom and garage. 
Current use: storage 

5. B l a c k i e ' s B u i l d i n g : 1894, b u i l d e r unknown 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Small, r e c t a n g u l a r , one st o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g 
with a decorative b r i c k c o r n i c e . A small frame shed 
a d d i t i o n i s on the north side of the b u i l d i n g and houses 
a cafe. The s t o r e f r o n t was remodeled i n 1984 with the 
a d d i t i o n of two p i c t u r e windows f l a n k i n g the c e n t r a l 
entry. 
O r i g i n a l use: grocery st o r e 
Current use: tavern and cafe 

6. The F i s h Market: 1954, Dwight Simpson, b u i l d e r 

This b u i l d i n g was b u i l t as a gas s t a t i o n , and was operated 
by various companies over the years, i n c l u d i n g S h e l l 
O i l . I t was converted i n t o a f i s h market i n 1985. 
This b u i l d i n g does not c o n t r i b u t e to the h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of the d i s t r i c t . 

7. Finch B u i l d i n g : 1884, b u i l d e r unknown 

D e s c r i p t i o n : A two st o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g with two s t o r e f r o n t s 
Each h a l f of the b u i l d i n g has a decorative b r i c k c o r n i c e . 
The west h a l f has a P a l l a d i a n - 1 i k e window on the second 
f l o o r , while on the east h a l f , the c e n t r a l arched window 
i s flanked by two square headed windows separated by 
b r i c k p i l a s t e r s . Both s t o r e f r o n t s have been remodeled, 
although the east s t o r e f r o n t r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e 
and c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 
O r i g i n a l use: dry goods s t o r e , restaurant 
Current use: sen i o r c i t i z e n ' s center (west), Lion's 
Club (east) 
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8. Dodson Barber Shop: 1984, Don Dodson, b u i l d e r 

This small frame s t r u c t u r e does not co n t r i b u t e to the 
h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e of the d i s t r i c t . 

9. Commercial House: 1849, Matthew Patterson, b u i l d e r 

The Commercial House was l i s t e d on the Nat i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
on May 9, 1983. 

10. Robert Burns Lodge A.F. & A.M. #113; 1854-59, Robert Burns Lodge, b u i l d e r 

D e s c r i p t i o n : Two s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g . Low p i t c h hipped 
roof, eaves supported by simple brackets. C l a s s i c a l 
entry and entry porch were added s h o r t l y a f t e r 1900. 
O r i g i n a l use: Masonic Lodge 
Current use: Masonic Lodge 
The Robert Burns Lodge #113 was founded i n 1850. 

11. B e t t l e r Block; 1888, Henry B e t t l e r , b u i l d e r 

D e s c r i p t i o n : One s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g with a cast i r o n 
s t o r e f r o n t and a metal c o r n i c e . There were o r i g i n a l l y 
two s t o r e f r o n t s ; the east s t o r e f r o n t was enclosed when 
the b u i l d i n g was converted to Pinger's Supermarket. 
The west s t o r e f r o n t i s s u b s t a n t i a l l y o r i g i n a l . 
O r i g i n a l use: B o t t l e r ' s grocerty s t o r e 
Current use; Pinger's Supermarket 

12. G r i f f i t h Block; 1884, b u i l d e r unknown 

D e s c r i p t i o n : S i m i l a r to the B e t t l e r Block, the G r i f f i t h 
block i s a one s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g with a decorative 
metal c o r n i c e . The cornice d e t a i l i n g includes simulated 
b r i c k coursing and sunbursts. There are four separate 
s t o r e f r o n t s , a l l which have been incorporated i n t o G r i f f i t h ' s 
Home Supply s t o r e . Two of the s t o r e f r o n t s are s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
o r i g i n a l ; t y p i c a l l y , the larg e p l a t e - g l a s s panals have 
been covered with wood and smaller windows i n s t a l l e d . 
A shake s h i n g l e mansard obscures much of one s t o r e f r o n t . 
O r i g i n a l use: Each s t o r e f r o n t had a d i f f e r e n t occupant, 
i n c l u d i n g a d e n t i s t / a dry goods s t o r e , and the Marshall Telephone 
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Company. John Pinger's o r i g i n a l grocerty store was 
a l s o located here. 

13. Keithsburg C l i n i c : 1880, b u i l d e r unknown 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; Two s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g . A pressed metal 
facade on the second s t o r y i s h i g h l i g h t e d by a bay window. 
Si n g l e windows f l a n k i n g the bay have been covered over. 
Likewise, the s t o r e f r o n t has been i n f i l l e d , but the 
s t r u c t u r a l columns are i n t a c t and exposed. 
O r i g i n a l use: unknown 
Current use; medical c l i n i c 

14. Henderson B u i l d i n g ; 1880, Robert Henderson, b u i l d e r 

D e s c r i p t i o n : A double b u i l d i n g of three bays each. 
Two s t o r y b r i c k , with metal c o r n i c e and window hoods. 
Both s t o r e f r o n t s have colored g l a s s transoms. The west 
s t o r e f r o n t i s i n t a c t ; the east s t o r e f r o n t has had i t s 
windows i n f i l l e d . 
O r i g i n a l use: Dry goods store/bakery 
Current use: Recreation center (west)/storage (east) 

15. C i t i z e n ' s State Bank; 1880, Front remodeled c. 1914, b u i l d e r unknown 

D e s c r i p t i o n : The f r o n t h a l f of the b u i l d i n g was remodeled 
c. 1914 i n a c l a s s i c a l design Giant p i l a s t e r s support 
a modest b r i c k and stone cornice with " C i t i z e n s State 
Bank" carved i n stone. Stone a l s o surrounds the main 
entry, which supports i t s own stone bracketed c o r n i c e . 
The west side r e v e a l s the o r i g i n a l 19th century design 
element^yi p r i n c i p a l l y the pressed metal window hoods 
oni:the 2nd f l o o r . 
O r i g i n a l use: Dry goods s t o r e , bank 
Current use; antique store 
C i t i z e n ' s State Bank closed i n 1933 as a r e s u l t of the Depression. 

16. Old C i t y H a l l ; 1913, b u i l d e r unknown 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; Two s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g with pressed metal 
cornice with " C i t y H a l l " enscribed. Double wooden garage 
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doors open out on the f i r s t f l o o r . 
O r i g i n a l use; C i t y h a l l and f i r e s t a t i o n 
Current use: storage 
The c i t y government moved to new o f f i c e s i n 1981. 

17. E l l i o t t B u i l d i n g : 1914, b u i l d e r unknown 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; One sto r y b r i c k commercial s t r u c t u r e . 
S t o r e f r o n t has been a l t e r e d ; 
O r i g i n a l use: grocery and meat market 
Current use: Ceramics manufacturing business 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

_ 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 
_ X _ 1800-1899 

1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

.X_ commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 184 7 -1915 Builder/Architect va r ious 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Keithsburg H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a small 
town commercial d i s t r i c t from the turn of the century. The high 
q u a l i t y of the s t r u c t u r e s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t r e f l e c t the importance 
of Keithsburg as a r e g i o n a l commercial center during the period 
of s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

The f i r s t white s e t t l e r s to what would become Keithsburg 
were the Vannetta brothers, John and Benjamin/ who opened a woodlot 
at that l o c a t i o n i n 1827 to s e l l f u e l to passing steamboats. 
The Vannetta's s o l d t h e i r holdings i n 1835 to Robert K e i t h , and 
moved across the r i v e r to Iowa. 

Robert K e i t h was born i n Scotland, and worked f o r a time 
as a t r a v e l i n g book salesman i n England and I r e l a n d . he emigrated 
to the United States i n 1835, moving to the newly chr i s t e n e d Keith's 
Landing i n 1836. He p l a t t e d the town of Keithsburg i n 1837, hoping 
to e s t a b l i s h i t as an important t r a d i n g center on the M i s s i s s i p p i . 
Despite the f a c t that the Black Hawk War of 1832 had removed the 
threat of Indians/ settlement i n Keithsburg was slow. By 1846, 
only 6 f a m i l i e s had taken up residence. Keithsburg's fortunes 
changed/ however/ when i t was s e l e c t e d as the Mercer County seat 
i n 1847. 

The a r r i v a l of 
r a p i d growth. New 
and i t s p o s i t i o n as 
Log b u i l d i n g s were 
Patterson/ i n 1849/ 
of Sth and Main/ i t 
Hote l . Work began 
of funds caused i t 

the county government sparked a period of 
b u s i n e s s e s were a t t r a c t e d t o the community, 
a r e g i o n a l marketing area was strengthened, 

replaced by new commercial s t r u c t u r e s . Matthew 
constructed h i s b r i c k residence at the corner 
l a t e r was converted i n t o the Commercial House 

on the Masonic Lodge i n 1854/ although s c a r c i t y 
to be b u i l t i n stages. 

Although the county seat was removed to Aledo i n 1857/ Keithsburg 
continued to prosper. River t r a f f i c was s t i l l an important f a c t o r 
i n i t s development/ with packet steamers r e g u l a r l y docking at 
the l a n d i n g . With the a r r i v a l of two r a i l r o a d l i n e s / these important 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l i n k s enabled Keithsburg to serve as an important 
g r a i n and l i v e s t o c k market and d i s t r i b u t i o n center f o r the surrounding 
a g r i c u l t u r a l community. The businesses that located i n the d i s t r i c t 
catered to the farmers from the surrouijd4-Ji9 area/ i n c l u d i n g ones 
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10. Geographical Data 
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V e r b a l i ioundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet 

L i s t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state n / a code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
1. 

name/title 2 . 
Michael Ward/ Local Government Services Coordinator 
Mona Parsons 

organization 2 . 
I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Agency 
Yellow Banks Heritage Associatiodate January 1986 

1. Old State C a p i t o l 
street & numl>er telephone 2 , 

217 /785-4512  
309 /374-2544 

1. S p r i n g f i e l d 62701  
city or town K e i t h s b u r q 61442 state I l l i n o i s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Tlie evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
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State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Di rec tor , I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c Preservation Agency date 3 / 1 8 / 8 6 
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I hereby .cert ify that this property is included in the National Register 
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from Iowa/ who t r a v e l e d to Keithsburg by f e r r y . 

By 1900/ Keithsburg could boast of an e l e c t r i c l i g h t plant/ 
a waterworks system/ concrete walks, a newspaper, and a telephone 
company. By 1914, i t s population of over 1,500 was second only 
to that of Aledo, the county seat. 

As i s t y p i c a l of most small I l l i n o i s communities, Keithsburg's 
t r a d i t i o n a l r o l e as a r e g i o n a l market has been superceded by l a r g e r 
communities. The automobile has taken the place of the town's 
t r a d i t i o n a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l i n k s , the r i v e r and the r a i l r o a d s . 
Consequently, the commercial d i s t r i c t has diminished i n s i z e and 
importance. What remains/ however/ conveys the t r a d i t i o n a l character 
of a prosperous business d i s t r i c t . 

CONTEXT: Keithsburg can best be compared with i t s neighbors 
to the north and south, New Boston and Oquawka. A l l three developed 
during the same period/ are located on the M i s s i s s i p p i River/ 
and served at one time as county seats (Oquawka remains the Henderson 
County s e a t ) . 

New Boston (1985 pop. 731)/ l i k e Keithsburg, was an e a r l y 
center of population i n Mercer County. I t served as the county 
seat p r i o r to i t s removal to Keithsburg and Aledo; hence i t s commercial 
d i s t r i c t never developed to the extent of these two communities. 
The character of Main S t r e e t i n New Boston i s defined by small/ 
one s t o r y frame b u i l d i n g s / with few b r i c k b u i l d i n g s or two st o r y 
s t r u c t u r e s . A l t e r a t i o n s to these b u i l d i n g s are al s o more extensive/ 
a f f e c t i n g the i n t e g r i t y of the area. 

Oquawka (1985 pop. 1/533) prospered due to i t s p o s i t i o n as 
a county seat. I t s c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t i s , however/ s u r p r i s i n g l y 
s m a l l . The concentration of s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c s t r u c t u r e s i s 
confined to one h a l f block/ but these do not possess the q u a l i t y 
of design or i n t e g r i t y found i n Keithsburg. 

The Keithsburg H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s , therefore/ the best 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e example of a small town commercial d i s t r i c t to 
be found among these M i s s i s s i p p i River communities. 
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Verbal Boundary Description: Beginning at the center of the intersection of 
Sth and Main streets, the boundary runs south along Sth Street to the alley 
between Main and Washington streets, then west along the alley to 4th Street, 
then south along 4th street to the south property line of the old City Hall 
building, thence west along this property line to the west property line of 
the old City Hall building, thence north along this property line to the south 
property line of the Reeder Building, thence west along this property line to 
the west property line of the Reeder Building, thence north along this line, 
crossing Main Street, to the west property line of the Pease Building, thence 
continuing north along this line to the alley between Jackson and Main streets, 
thence east along the alley to the west property line.of the Bushong Building, 
thence north along this property line to Jackson Street, thence east along 
Jackson Street right of way, crossing 4th Street, to the east property line 
of the Blackie's Building, thence south along this property lineto the alley 
between Jackson and Main, thence east along the alley, crossing Sth Street to 
join the north property line of the Robert Burns Lodge Building, thence 
continuing east along this line to the east property line of the Robert Burns 
Lodge Building, thence south along this line to Main Street, thence west along 
Main Street to the point of beginning. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 
•ilia;/'.*-!- • 

Keithsburg Historie District 
Mereer County 
ILLINOIS 

• resubmission 

d nomination by person or local government 

owner objection 

• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Wori<;ing No 

. R E T U R N . 

. R E J E C T -

Federal Agency: 

• appeal n NR de cision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Cr i ter ia. 

Reviewer 

Discipline 

Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited tielow 

.substantive reasons discussed below lA I 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownerthip 
Public Acquithh 

Statui 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Legal Desoription 

6. Representation in Exist ing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

ruins 

i m unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Deserilw the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

IH! summary paragraph 

• oampleteness 
• clarity ,̂ 
I 1 alterations/integrity 

• dates 
• boundary selection , , . . > 

Chedc ons 

• original tite 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Checl< and justify below 

Specific dates Bui Ider/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Q summary paragraph 
im completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checiced 
O relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State IHistoric Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State (Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 91 e-450 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

























































niinois Historic Preservation Agency 

Old State Capitol • Springfield • 62701 

March 31/ 1986 

APR 4 1986 
• Beth Grosvenor 
Nat i o n a l Register Program 
Na t i o n a l Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
1100 L. S t r e e t , NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
Dear Beth: 

Enclosed please finc3 the nomination form/ photographs/ 
anc3 USGS maps f o r the f o l l o w i n g p r o p e r t i e s considered 
at the March 14, 1986 I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c S i t e s Advisory 
Council meeting and signed by the I l l i n o i s State H i s t o r i c 
P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r : 

Aurora Watch Factory 
Barrington H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
The Blackstone Hotel 
Conrad, John, House 
Hyde Park Apartment Hotels 
Hyde Park-Kenwood Boundary Extension 
J e f f e r y - C y r i 1 H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Jersey County Courthouse 

-keithsburg H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Lakeview H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t Boundary Extension 
Lemont Methodist Episcopal Church 
Stone Arch Bridge 
Tiger-Anderson House 
Wright, Dr. Charles M., House 

• S i n c e r e l y yours^ 

Ann V. Swallow 
A s s i s t a n t N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 

Coordinator 

AVS;tb 
Enclosures 

P.S. Due to the weight of the nomination forms I have 
sent these i n two packages. 


