
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY FORM 

PROPERTY NAME: Starved Rock Lodge and Cabins 
CITY/TOWN/VICINITY: LaSal le-Peru v i c i n i t y 
COUNTY: LaSal le C o d e : 099 
ADDRESS: Box 116 

U t i ca , IL 61373 

OWNER'S NAME: I l l i n o i s Departnient of Conservation 
ADDRESS: 524 South Second, Sp r ing f i e ld , I l l i n o i s 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Same as Owner 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: The nominated area includes the lodge, a l l 
cabins, and surrounding woods. This complex 
i s best understood by reference to the 
enclosed s i t e plan. 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE: approximately seventeen 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1933-1939 

ARCHITECT AND/OR BUILDER: Joseph F. Booten 

DESCRIPTION - SECTION 7: 

The lodge bu i ld ing includes a central lounge flanked by d in ing room and 
hotel wings. The complex also includes twelve cabins. The bui ld inas are 
s i ted on a heavi ly wooded b l u f f overlooking Starved Rock and the I l l i n o i s 
River . 

Stone, unhewn log , c lapboards, and wood shingles comprise the exter ior 
f in ishes of the lodge bu i ld ing . The central portion of the lodge, the lounge, 
i s defined by unhewn logs with random corner notching res t ing on a limestone 
foundation. Pr inc ipa l entry to the lounge is from the south, where carved 
logs support a small gabled porch. The north side of the lounge, where a 
change in grade provides a two story facade, contains a continuous band of 
windows and three doors, provid ing l i g h t to the i n te r i o r and access to a 
flagstone terrace. To the east of the lounge is a two-story dining 
room/service wing; a three-story hotel wing i s west of the lounge. Both are 
covered in a combination of clapboard and wood shingles stained a l i g h t 
green. Exter ior a l te ra t ions to the lodge appear to be l im i ted to the 
replacement of the hotel wing's wood casement windows with modern s ing le pane 
metal casements. 

The pr inc ipa l i n t e r i o r spaces are the lounge and the dining room. The 
lounge is a two-story space with a stone double f i rep lace in the center. The 
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main lounge area is raised three steps above the concessions and business 
office area, and further defined by a log railing. Interior features include 
unhewn log walls and board and batten siding in the gables. The log roof 
trusses are left exposed. The dining room contains similar finishes, 
including a stone fireplace on the east wall. The hotel wing contains modern 
guest rooms decorated with knotty pine paneling. 

There are twelve cabins located adjacent to the lodge. Two four-room 
cabins are just west of the hotel wing. The remaining single cabins are 
separated from the lodge by a steep ravine (called Fox Canyon). Access to 
these cabins from the lodge is by a footbridge. All the cabins are built of 
unhewn logs with random corner notching. The siting of the cabins amidst a 
heavilv wooded area and their physical separation from the lodge emphasize 
their camping in the woods" character. 

SIGNIFICANCE - Section 8: 

Starved Rock State Park Lodge satisfies the themes of the architecture and 
recreation for which this thematic nomination is proposed for the National 
Register. 

ARCHITECTURE; 

Starved Rock's lodge and cabins are rivaled in size and geographic extent 
only by the same at Pere Marquette. They represent the upper echelon of the 
Lodge with cabins complex at the state parks and visually convey their rank 
among the others at the time of construction. Both the lodge and cabins 
embody picturesque qualities. 

The lodge has a special place in this nomination because it is the largest 
structure built primarily in wood to convey the picturesque mode which unifies 
this thematic nomination. Booten designed round log purlins with unevenly 
hewn ends that extend beyond the roofedge for the lodge in order to capture 
the atmosphere of a woodsy retreat. Although the towering three-story 
dormitory diminishes this mood, the public lounge replicates the 
cathedral-like qualities of its counterparts at Black Hawk, Giant City, and 
Pere Marquette. 

RECREATION: 

Illinois officially ranked this lodge with its dormitory as the finest in 
the state parks when it was built. For example, it was observed in the first 
issue of the state organ for state parks that. 

Starved Rock Lodge is a magnificant structure of stone and logs. It is 
one of the finest buildings of its kind in the country. Up-to-date in 
every respect, there are 48 rooms with private bath. The high and 
colorful lounge is inviting in its informality. The beautiful 
pine-paneled dining room is noted for its cuisine. The basement 
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recreation room is a popular spot (Bates 1944:28). 

Clearly, the state believed the benefits of urban and country life were 
compatibly combined and rid of their preceived disadvantages in this 
recreational setting, much as suburbs offered middle class residents. 

Starved Rock was reckoned worthy of this effort because it had the largest 
attendance of Illinois' state parks when the lodge was designed. Acquisition 
had been justified in terms of scenic and historic conservation; but the 
rationale shifted to recreation by the mid-1930's and accounts dwelled on the 
heavy traffic counts. 

This is the most extensively used state park in Illinois, being only 90 
miles from Chicago and readily accessible by automobile. As evidenced by 
the variety of facilities offered, the park is used for a wide number of 
recreational purposes of which picknicing, hiking, boating, camping and 
swimming are the most important. (Oivislcn 1138: 90) 



NPS Fotm 10-IOO-a 
CH2> 

OMBNaWM-OOia 
Ex». 10-3l-a4 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Piaces 
inventory^—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 10 Page 1 

STARVED ROCK 

Acreage of nominated property: approximately 17 
Quadrangle name: Stavred Rock, IL 

UTM References 

Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000 

Zone 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Easting 

332940 

333160 

333400 

333360 

Northing 

4575880 

4575940 

4575780 

4575720 



H f t r » m lO-tOO-a 
0«3) 

OMSNa lOM-OOia 
t i p . 10-3I-S4 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—^Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 10 Page 1 

STARVED ROCK 

Acreage of nominated property: 
Quadrangle name: Stavred Rock, IL 

UTM References 

Zone 

16 

.16 

16 

16 

Easting 

332940 

333160 

333400 

333360 

Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000 

Northing 

4575880 

4575940 

4575780 

4575720 



NPS Focm 10-900-a 
(HO) 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Ftv MPS WM tmtjf 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name I l l i n o i s State Parks Lodges and Cabins Thematic Resources 
State ILLINOIS 
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Nomination/Type of Review Date/Si?natijre 

1, Black Hawk Musevim and Lodge Sobateutt** Werlew Keeper ^^^^ ^^O-C^J^ .-F/^/^^ 

.Attest 

2. Giant City State Park Lodge andg^^jj^|.j^^ g^^^^ Keeper {Pt//^(j^^^n^^ j / / / ^ ^ 
Cabins / / 

Attest 

White Pines State Park Lodge g-ubV^iffVe PevTpr:^®®?^^ ' ^ ^ ^ ( ^ . J D ^ ^ ' ^ S / w ^ " 
and Cabins ^ / / " 

Attest 

Pere Marquette State Park 
Lodge and Cabins 

tAx.i-ive l?ovT^r7 Keeper ^ / / ^ 6-

Attest 

5. Starved Rock Lodge and Cabins 

fiubatantlvtt IsTlew 

9. 

10. 

Keeper /^h^ t^i-^i^<T^c\.^ ^A'/t^ 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

ew 
Starved Rock Lodge and Cabins (Illinois State 
Parks Lodges and Cabins TRT 
LaSalle County 
ILLINOIS 

CD resubmission 
CZI nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CD appeal 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: /  
Date Due: J ? / / / / ^ - ! ' 

Action: ACCEPT 

JAN I 8 1935 

.k-fTETURN. 
REJECT. 

Substantive Review: L^sample 

Federal Agency; 

• request • appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteri y^y<->-
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date_^2Zia^ 

see continuation siieet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed fc)elow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary seiection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify iielow V 

(Specific dates-^ Builder/Architect A y^7<^/i>^/}^^ ^o^.^. /-^ 
,,t.-,loat.ce {in one paragraph), , ^ ) ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l ' ^ ^ t / M . ^ . . ^ 

• summary paragraph -^.<L<«--^ ;4> c^.^ i t^ / ^ ^ ^ U ^ C A A > . ^ i:^! — ,jK<. L . ^ , * C K S ^ „ ^-^77<x<y^, 

• completeness ^^An-f^ MJ>'^ A ' . ^ L ^^-^^7^^^^^ a-^ ^ ^ ' ^ 

• atSblecriteria . A < ^ ^ / f ^ J ^ V / ^ ^ ^ ^ Y ^ 

• justification of areas checked - / ^ ^ d K , o ^ < , 7 5 « ^ c n _ ^ ^ ^ i ^ i , ^ j ^ j ^ u i ^ Q , ../&o^<^tGL.^ 
CD relating significance to the resource /I r J a. / 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
O other 

9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 

)!|10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

~^iyy^z<^^^^d^i^y^^ erbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

E Maps /e> 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" Juno 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

^Starved Rock Lodge and Cabins ( I l l i n o i s State 
Parks Lodges and Cabins TR) 
LaSalle County .figiteSfc©^* leyle* 
ILLINOIS 

[S^'resub resubmission 
CD nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
CD appeal 

Substantive Review: LAJ sample • request CD appeal 

Working No. ^ / / ^ / ^ ^  
Fed. Reg. Date: ^ , - - 2 / ^ ^ ^ Reg 
Date Due: -
Action: _Lir7(CC£PT 

RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

Federal Agency: 

CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Ciassification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
I I alterations/Integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance {in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 





























































Illinois State Park Lodges, Thematic 
Starved Rock Lodge 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
June 1985 
view of interior of Lodge 





Illinois State Park Lodges, Thematic 
Starved Rock Lodge and Cabin 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
June 1985 
close up view of doors in lodge 





Illinois State Park Lodges, Thematic 
Starved Rock Lodge and Cabins 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
June 1985 
view of exterior of Lodge 
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niinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Old State Capitol • Springfield • 62701 

April 24, 1986 

Richard Henderson 
Department of Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Henderson; 

Enclosed please find the requested information regarding the Starved Rock 
Lodge and Cabins of the thematic National Register nomination, Illinois 
State Park Lodges and Cabins. 

The information I have provided you with includes a photo copy of the 
USGS map, UTM references. Starved Rock Lodge and Cabin form, and photos. 

Please let me know if I can be of help to you in the future. I do 
apologize that this transmittal was not more timely. 

Sincerely, 

Ka/thryn J.'^Refine 

? 9 (986 


