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1. Name 

historic The von KleinSmid Mansion 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 218 West Center not for publication 

city, town Sandwich, vicinity of 

state n 1 i n o i s code 0 1 2 . county DeKalb code 0 3 7 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Sta tus Present U s e 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
- J L buildlng(s) !i_ private }L unoccupied commercial park 

structure both X- work in progress educational private residence 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

1 being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: v/V( }\NT 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mr. Ron Thomas 

street & number R t e . 1 , Sox 43 

city, town Sheridan. vicinity of I l l i n o i s 6QQ15 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. D e K a l b Coun ty C o u r t House 

street & number 

city, town DeKalb state I l l i n o i s 60115 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c S t r u c t u r e s Surve.y has this property been determined eligible? yes _ 

date federal -X state county local 

depository for survey records IL Department of Conservation, Land and H is to r i c S i tes 

city, town 
Spr i ng f i e l d , 

state I l l i n o i s 



7. Description 

Cond i t i on Checic one Chec l t one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 
good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Desc r i be the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The von KleinSmid Mansion, which is located on a wooded, 2 acre site, is a IH. story, 20 
room, red brick structure in the Italian Villa Style with Second Empire influences.* 
The building has a t-shaped plan and irregular massing, a Z\ story, protruding, central 
pavillion, and a Mansard roof with straight sides on the front portion. The front pav­
illion, or tower, has a flat roof, as does the rear portion of the house. Other pre­
dominant features include: massive cornices at the top and bottom of the Mansard roof 
slope; wood dentils on the frieze at the bottom of the slope and on the frieze at the 
top of the central tower; an imposing wood stairway with ornamental balustrades rising 
from the ground level to the main entry level; and a stone belt course at the floor line 
of the main level. The third floor dormer windows are gable roofed; the tower and the 
dormers have circular, stone headed windows. The other windows in the main level of the 
front portion of the house have segmental stone heads with prominent keystones. The 
remainder of the windows, and most door openings, have straight, stone lintels. The 
main entrance has double, panelled doors with a glass tramsom beneath a stone, circular 
arch with a keystone incised with the von KleinSmid family crest and date (1875). On 
the dast and west sides of the front tower at the main entry level, there are double, 
louvered doors with circular glass transoms that formerly opened to the verandas that 
flanked the entry. There are also two doorways Ceast and west sides) with flat stone 
lintels in the lower level of the tower. (The double, louvered doors that were at this 
level are presently missing.) 

The only major difference between the present and former appearance of the mansion is 
the absence of the roofless verandas, with turned balustrades, that were formerly 
attached to the structure: one that extended outwardly on each side of the front tower 
(the left one wrapping around to the bay window on the east side), and one that wrapped 
around the rear portion of the mansion and the back portion of the west side. These 
verandas were supported by round, wood columns with Doric orders that rested on lime­
stone pads. The rear veranda had two, wood stairways with turned balustrades that ran 
from the main level to the ground (one on the east side and one on the west side.) 

Features on the east elevation include: (1) a bay with three windows each in the lower 
and upper levels, and two tall windows and a doorway at the main level. (The door pro­
vided access to the veranda.); and (2) roofed balconies at the main and upper levels, 
each having turned, wood balustrades. A wood stairway, similar to the main exterior 
stairway, runs from the balcony at the main level to the ground level. 

The rear portion of the mansion has asymetrical fenestration with flat, stone lintels. 
There are several doorways in this part of the mansion; on the main level -two on the 
west, one on the rear, and one on the east (at the balcony location); on the lower 
level, there is one door on the west side. 

The von KleinSmid Mansion has 20 rooms, excluding bathrooms and hallways. The entrance 
hall is divided into a foyer Cin the tower base) and a stair hall by a large, arched 
opening with double doors with etched glass panels, COne of the etched panels was broken 
and has been replaced with clear glass.) The staircase, with turned, walnut balusters, 
newel post and handrail, rises continuously from the main level to the upper level. Most 
of the lower level rooms have white pine floors with beaded, wood wainscoting. The main 
floor rooms have heavy, molded woodwork, wood floors Csome white pine, sorae hardwood) 
with walls and ceilings that are plastered and papered or paneled over with wood and 
false, wood beams. (1930s work) The kitchen has beaded wood wainscoting and a beaded 

*See D-1, D-2 and D-3. 
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wood corner cabinet. Off of the kitchen there is a pantry featuring oak cupboards with 
4 leaded glass doors and carved moldings. There is an enclosed, rear staircase, with 
a curved lower section^ that provides access from the dining room to the upper level of 
the mansion. The rooms on the upper level have plastered walls, white pine floors, and 
heavy molded woodwork, similar to that used on the main level. 

There are two fireplaces with Italian marble mantels, one in the front parlor and one in 
the library. The double doorway between the front parlor and the library have sliding, 
wood doors that can be totally concealed in the wall by hinged, folding trim. The ceil-
ling heights in all three levels are 10 feet. The exterior walls are 20 inches thick 
(14 inches of brick). The von KleinSmid mansion is in excellent structural condition, 
but is in need of minor exterior and interior repairs, and replacement of the wood, 
verandas and stairways. 

The mansion had the first indoor bathroom plumbing in Sandwich 0875) and a central 
gas lighting system. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

K 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

S p e c i f i c da tes 1 8 6 5 - 1 9 0 0 Bu i lder /Arch i tec t Unknown 
« 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The 20 room von KleinSmid Mansion 
is an excellent example of the Italian Villa Revival Style of architecture with 
Second Empire features. The structure stands today basically unaltered on the 
exterior, with the exception of its missing verandas (which will be rebuilt). Its 
imposing design and proportions are enhanced by its two acre setting which contains 
a number of large trees. The mansion evokes the same sense of wealth and power 
that observers must have felt when i t was first built in the decade between 1865-
1875 by a well-to-do hardware merchant, George (von) KleinSmid. KleinSmid estab­
lished one of the first business firms in DeKalb County. The von KleinSmid mansion 
is the only residential structure in Sandwich that is built in the Italianate/Sec-
ond Empire Styles, both of which are not well represented in the community. 

Elaboration 

When the missing verandas and stairways are restored by the mansion's present owner, 
the structure's exterior will match the appearance i t had in 1875, the year i t was 
completed. Old bricks from the same local quarry, from which the bricks were obtain­
ed to build the mansion originally, will be used to make the minor repairs that are 
needed in the masonry on the east side of the front tower. And old bricks will be 
used to rebuild the walks that once circled the house. From the top level of the 
central tower, which is the highest point in Sandwich, a person can see most of the 
community as the original owner did. 

One of Sandwich's most famous residents, Rufus von KleinSmid , lived in the mansion 
from his early childhood in 1875 until he left to attend Oberlin College in 1894, 
In 1920, he became president of the University of California, and in 1946 its chan­
cellor. He was. widely noted for his leadership in the field of industrial relations. 

His father, George Cvon) KleinSmid, was born June 26, 1831, in the Prussian province 
of 'iflestphalia. His mother, Mary, brought her children to America in 1848, when her 
son George was 17 years of age. They located in Cincinnati, where he learned the 
business of a shoemaker and worked in that trade until 1851, when he moved to Chicago, 
He worked there as a shoemaker for several years, but finding his health affected by 
confinement, he began working fis a salesman for a hardware firm and acquired a 
thorough knowledge of this business. 

He moved to Sandwich in 1856 and established a hardware enterprise, one; of the first 
major businesses in DeKalb County, The brick business block he constructed was 24' 
X 105' in dimension and three stories in height. He eventually employed a general 
assistant, several tinners, and two of his sons as salesmen. The Voters and Tax­
payers of DeKalb County, 1876, indWVate that his business was valued at $32,000. 
He was also one of the city's f-li^sf^Tdei^en when the Sandwich city council was 
formed in 1872. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Schmidt, Carl F., The Victorian Era in the United States, Scottsville, N.Y., 1971 
Whiffer and Koeper, American Architecture 1807-1976, The MIT Press, Cambridge, Mass. 
Portrait and Biographical Album of DeKalb County. Illinois, Chicago, Chapman Bros., 1885 
U.S. Census Records, 1860, 1870, and 1880 
Thp VntPrc : anH T a v p A y p r c n f Doi^alh Cnnn fy 1 8 7 6 . 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _ 

Quadrangle name P1 a n o , I j ^ 

UT M References 

1.25 acres 
Quadrangle scale 1: 24GQQ 
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Lots 1,2,3 and 4 in Block 10 of H a l l ' s Addit ion to the V i l lage (now c i t y ) of Sandwich, 
except the North 105 feet of Lot 1 and the East 16 feet of the North 105 feet of Lot 
2 in Blk. 10 of said H a l l ' s Add i t ion , a l l in DeKalb County, I l l i n o i s . 

L is t a l l s t a t es and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Charles Kirchner 

organization date 

street & number 522 E a s t Monroe telephone (217) 789 -2330 

city or town S p r i n g f i e l d , state I l l i n o i s 62701 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by t h ^ ^ t i o n a l Park Seixice. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

Park sen lce . 

title €? date 3P^II5S 
Fbr NPS use only 

I hereby certify that this prop Is Included In the National Register 
Entered i n 

the National Register 

date 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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Statement of Significance (cont.) 

He was married to Louisa Simon in Chicago in 1855 and they eventually filled their 
20 room mansion with 13 children (Louisa, Frank, George, Bertha, Raymond, Lucretia, 
Lilly, Walter, Austin, Rufus, James, Maud and Mabel), In addition to their large 
family, the U,S, Census records note that the von KleinSmids employed a live-in 
maid and gardner/laborer (Dora and Edward Hoffman). From all indications, the 
von KleinSmids were one of the leading families of Sandwich. 

The mansions other owners over the years have included: Mr. LeDoyt, a postmaster 
of Sandwich, and William G. Wallenbeck, who converted the property into apartments. 
The present owner, Ron Thomas, purchased the mansion several years ago and is in 
the process of restoring the exterior of the structure to its original appearance. 
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CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
d l owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample 

Working No 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 

^.n+«.>, J ^ Action: J T A C C E P T _ 

_ R E T U R N . 
_ R EJECT _ 

Federal Agency: 

• request • appeal IH] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .teciinical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Pubiic Acquisit ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal [description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condi t ion 

excellent 

C H good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

C H altered 

Describe the present and original (rf known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
CH dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
EH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTIVI References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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