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The Charles Wenner house is a two-story, rectang\ilar-plan, vemacular 
stone dwelling in rural Jo Daviess Ooimty. It sits alone on a southem 
slope of one of the many hills that surrotrnd Galena in Vinegar Hill 
Township. Exterior alterations of this limestone structure include an 
early lean-to addition, removal of the front door and of most window glazing 
baartttv due to deterioration. Though the house has deteriorated, no im­
provements have been made that would conceal or remove the building's 
historical integrity. 

The house faces south with its five front windows and heavy stone con­
struction collecting the sun»s warmth. The twenty-inch thick walls are 
constmcted of coursed limestone quarried locally. Sawed-finish lime­
stone serves as sills and lintels. The wooden sash windows, originally 
six-over-six lights, are arranged in three bays, symmetrically around th© 
front door. The two windows on the east and west sides are off-center to 
make space for th© centered flues of the two brick chimneys that sit on 
the gabled ends of the house. The lean-to addition, constmction date un­
known, was built on the north side out of the same stone. A brick wall 
patch and new chimney on the east wall of the addition were probably can*̂  
stmcted in 19l|2 when a new wood-shingle roof was put on the house. 
Electric wiring was also added to th© hous© at that time. Plumbing was 
never install©d. Behind the house and up th© h i l l ar© the foundations 
of two bams that were built in the 1920'Se Insid©, the rooms wer© origi­
nally arranged with two bedrooms upstairs and two down. The four walls 
that divided these rooms and the plaster c©ilings on both floors w©r© 
remov©d in 195î - when the hous© was us©d as a com crib. Most of th© 
simpl©, squared woodwork is s t i l l intact, as is the narrow, enclosed 
stairway and most of the plastejTwork, The lean-to addition contained 
th© kitch©n and pantry, Th© back of this addition is actually below 
grade at floor level, as the hillside slopes up behind the house. Th© 
bassment is ent©r©d from an interior stairway and also through a stair­
way hatch on the east facade. The foundation and the cellar floor are 
stone. The total effect is solid and simple, 

Du© to thirty y©ars of vacancy and us© as a com crib, th© Wenner house 
is in torribl© disrepair. However, though scaa© of the original walls were 
removed, no attempt was made to hide the scars of their original place­
ment. Though most of the doors and windows ar© out, their decaying r©-
mains are s t i l l inside th© hous©* 
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Galena is an important historic district in Illinois because it is virtually 
unchanged evidence of a very early settlement within the state. The lead 
mines in the surrotmding hills and the settlers that lived there are also a 
part of Galena's story. The Charles Wenner house represents a vemacular 
type of dwelling constmcted by those settlers who came to Galena to work th© 
min©s. It shows how a common man lived in th© ©arly days of Galsna's 
growth—a German immigrant who worked for a mining company, started a family 
and a farm, and built a house that he lived in for the rest of his l i f e , 

Archit©cturally, the house is similar to many earlier examples of houses 
built by settlers in the eastern states: the sjnnmetrical arrangement of door 
and windows on the front and the lean-to addition on the back are typical ver-
nacxilar forms. The thick ston© walls, th© ©nd chimn©ys, and the rooms ar­
ranged side by side with no stair hall reflect German origins. Locally, 
eight notable houses in Galena share most of these characteristics with the 
Wenner house. These are the Harrison House,1826; the Delaney House, I828; , 
the Paul House, 181|.0; the Cogan House, l8i;.1; the Bond House, l8ij.3; and the 
Holder House, 1853» Tbe Wenner house resembles the ©arli©r 1820's housss 
most in its simplicity of form and extensive use of stone. The later houses 
us© wood framing and siding in conjunction with th© ston©, Th© Holdor Hous© 
is th© only othor house in this group without a more or less elaborate porch. 
The unembellished plainness of th© Wenner house without porch or wood con­
stmction makes i t stand out among its in-town relatives. 

The house's most significant value, however, is not as an example of an arch­
itectural type, but as a very particular vestige of a time not to b© ov©r-
lookod locally: the time when settlers came from as far away as Germany and 
England to work the lead mines. On a map dated I86O and titled "Diagram of 
the Lead-Bearing Crevices Near Galena, Illinois," just north of the place 
where the Wenner house sits, the "Schaber -Lot" is marked. Louis Schaber, 
Charles Wenner's stepfather, gave his stepson the land on which he built his 
house. The entire Schaber clan had arrived in Galena from W\irt®Biburg, Ger­
many in April, 183!̂ , Louis, also "Ludwig" iborn 1790), and his wife, Chris­
tiana 0797) probably arrived at this time with her son, Charles Wenner 
(1819), and other relatives. The couple were in Galena, in any case, when 
their son, Louis Jr., was bom in I838, During these early years, Schaber 
was possibly leasing this Vinegar H i l l property from the Pederal Government. 
As early as I836, Galena residents were able to obtain title to the land they 
occupied by the right of preoption.but the govemment did not sell the land 
181}.7, The 181̂.0 census li s t s two miners among the five men and two women in 

(continued p, 2) 
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th© Schab©r household. The 1850 census also l i s t s two miners, but Schaber him­
self is listed as a farmer. It should be noted that lead mining was considered 
"off season" employment to some: a way to stay occupied between spring planting 
and f a l l harvest. Mor© than likely, when Schaber bou.ght his property in l8l|.7 
for Jfe1,25 an acre Tvcm the govemment, he was involved in both occupations. The 
original Schaber hranestead, like most miner's dwellings, was a log cabin, Charles 
Wenner was living in Rawlins Township just south of Vinegar H i l l with his Snglash 
wlf© of three years, Anne, and their baby daughter at the time of the l850 census. 
He worked as a teamster at the time for a mining company. In l852, Louis Schaber 
gave his stepson half-ovmership of the Vinegar H i l l property. In l85i|., W©nn©r 
built his house on the property and moved in with his wife and, now, two daugh­
ters. Louis Schaber Jr. received the other half-ownership of the property upon 
his retul*n from the Civil War in 1861}., His father died a year later, and at this 
time Wenner and Schaber divided the property to farm separately; Loxiis Jr, built 
a stone house to replace the family's original log cabin. This stmcture s t i l l 
exists today on the neighboring property not far from the Wenner house, Oiarles 
Wenner lived in his house xmtil three months before his death, when, in 1905, he 
sold the house and the land to the Collier ahd Gibson Mining Company, 
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by starting at the Southwest corner of said property and proceeding North along 
the property line (fence line) approximately 320 feet and then tuming du© East 
and procseding anproximately 210 feet. 
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