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1. Name

historic LLLINOIS STATE BANK BUILDING

and/or common "LaCHARITE BUILDING"

2. Location

street & number 201 N. Chestnut & +, ____not for publication
city,town  Assumption —__ vicinity of
state Illinois code /.Z county christian code 02/
3. Classification
Category Ownership tatus Present Use

district public occupied agriculture — _ museum
X building(s) 2 private —__unoccupied commercial —_ park
__ structure __both __work in progress ____educational ____ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
—_ object NVT in process yes: restricted —_ government ___ scientific

7 being considered Xyes: unrestricted — industrial —transportation
—__no __ military _ other:

4. Owner of Property

name GEORGE J. LaCHARITE

street & number 201 N. Chestnut - P.0O. Box #2

city, town ASSumpt:Lgn —_vicinity of state Illipnois 62510
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Christian County Court House, Recorder of Deeds Ofc.

street & number Court House - is at center of city square

city, town T T state Illinois 62568

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title No Previous Survevs has this property been determined eligible? ____ yes _x, no

date — federal ____ state ____county ____ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

opdition heck one heck one
excellent —_ deteriorated unaltered & original site
—good —___ruins —_ altered — moved date
—_fair —__ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The building has three floors and an attic, consisting of a basement
which is in excellent condition, a first and second floor and an attic.

The FIRST floor and BASEMENT housed the former ILLINOIS STATE BANK
that was located there from 1900 to 1933, and which housed the ASSUMPTION
BUILDING AND LOAN ASSOCIATION from 1938 to 1965, when the latter merged
with a Building and Loan Association in Decatur, Illinois. The FIRST
floor and BASEMENT also contained the Law Office of George J. LaCharite
from 1948 to the present time, and is still used as his Law Office.

The SECOND floor of the building is an apartment which is in good
shape and there is an enclosed carpeted stairway on the West side of the
building to the second floor.Q There is also an attic above the second
floor with an enclosed stairwell from the second floor.

The outside structure is of excellent &;élity light tan g;ick along
with bedford type stone, with two large round cement pillars supporting
a peak corner cupola at the East end and top of the entire structure. The
building has a mansard type roof which is very attractive. It has copper
gutters and is well equipped with down spouts. The building still has its
original appearance, except a large chimney that was on the South side of
the building, which began to lean about five years ago and became a
potential danger to the public and pedestrians, and we thought it best to
remove it. We still use the base of the flue for a vent for the gas fired
furnace.

The base of the building has recently been waterproofed by the Western

Waterproofing Company, Inc. A good many people have stated to the owner



10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
HES rom Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page

Name #1 ‘ #1

President of Bank was DAVID LaCHARITE, from 1899 to 1929; The Bank built
and owned the building. The Bank closed in 1933; was purchased from "Bank
Receiver" in 1938 by DAVID LaCHARITE'S grandson, GEORGE J. LaCHARITE, the
present owner. The building has been used as a Law Office since 1947 by
GEORGE J. LaCHARITE; it was used at the same time also by the ASSUMPTION

BUILDING and LOAN ASSOCIATION until its voluntary liquidation in 1965.
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and his family that the building is the most attractive building in the
business section of Assumption. The entrances to the building are lighted
each night with overhead indirect lighting.

INTERIOR -

The interior of the building is in excellent condition. The basement
is clean, well kept, painted, has toilet facilities, furnace, storage and
one of the former BANK'S vaults is still in the basement.

The first floor of the building is where the BANK was and the building
has large, well made, white wood doors with beveled glass on them, and
there is also a large beautiful door on the South side which also contains
beveled glass. The first floor still has the original Bank fixtures and
in the partition to the private room on the West part of the building. There
are two original walk-in vaults on the first floor, with combination locks
on each that are operational, and are used for storage and safekeeping of
legal papers. They were formerly used by the Bank to store money and
notes, and also one for safety deposit boxes.

The first floor ceiling of the Bank is designed, ornamental metal.
There is a large leaded glass partition with the words "SAFETY DEPOSIT
VAULT", which is at the top of the partition that separates the Bank
lobby and tellers sections from the private office at the West end of the

Bank.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric _____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —___science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 __y architecture - education — military —_social/

JUZIT00=1799 __ art —___engineering —___ music humanitarian

—1800-1899 __X commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

—X 1900~ —___ communications — industry —_ politics/government ____ transportation
: ___invention , —_ other (specify)

Specific dates Built in 1900 Builder/Architect IRA TOBIAS

.

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Section 8
COMMERCIAL USE IS OF PRIMARY SIGNIFICANCE:

The Illinois State Bank satisfies two National Register criteria.
As a well preserved structure, it embodies the pﬁysical features of the
average turn-of-the-century small town bank‘in Illinois whose financial
services were essential (Criteria A). Secondarily, the building is
significant as a rare survivor of the local buildings designed with
a tower by Ira Tobias (Criteria C).

The building located at the main intersection in the city of
Assumption, was the financial center of the city from 1900 to 1933.
The present building was built in 1900 and replaced a former bank
building that was built in 1883. The building built in 1883 was
destrdyed by fire in 1899 and was the reason for the erection of the
present building which was completed in 1900. The year 1900 is cut
in stone above the main entrance.

The building as a bank was the p;incipal loan agency for the
Assumption area, which included the town and farmers in a radius
of some 8 to 10 miles. The present owner, who deals with area res-
idents every day, heafs clients say two or three times a month that
their parents and uncles counted on this bank for all of their finan-
cial solutions. Several of them say their relatives had to go out of

town for their banking needs after this bank closed and still bank



9. Major Bibliographical References

1.) "HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS AND HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN COUNTY"
Published in 1918 - Munsell Publishing Co. = Vol. II - Page 294

2.) PRAIRIE STATE TRIBUNE, a newspaper at Assumption, Illinois - now known as
= Goldeén Prairie News 3.)continued
10. Geographical Data , :

Acreage of nominated property _less than one

Quadrangle name on, L. Quadrangle scale _{ {62 8§00
UTM References

A6l (3122|850 |4:3]716[3,09) ol I [ S T 1 [ S Bt
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

el o bt topidd Bt i v pfti beab iyl qogate lagy] Ga ko
Bkl bl s og i by 4y Gop gl | Lol (aleteh Lokl g

ol ¥ ubasia it ] 8 R o %) B0 B IR GO s e

Verbal boundary description and justification

East 52' of South 20 of Lot 10, Block 4, Tacusah, now a part of City of
Assumption, Christian County, Illinois

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N /,4 code county code
Y e

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte George J. LaCharite

organization owner & occupier of bldg since 1938date

street & number 510 W, lst South - P.0O. Box 2 telephone 217/226-4100 or 217/226—4242‘

city or town Assumption state Illinois 62510

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____national . state _X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offiper for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusiq e National Begister and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth National Service.

State Historic Preggrvation Officer signature

title ﬂaﬁ"r dlte 4/7'9'/7‘/

For NPS use only :
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National ister
Y y L~ Enterea ?%’&e

National Register date ’ z /€ /W

eeper of the National Regisgr

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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out of town. The other Bank in Assumption has never to this day taken
the "Normal Bank Risk" on a loan, but has always required Gold Bond
Security. Hence, they have never served the needs of the Community
like the Illinois State Bank did, even though it is a good safe bank.

The present owner's father, J. A. "Art" LaCharite, was employed
in the o0ld bank building as Assistant Cashier and Teller; he was
Cashier and Chief Executive Officer in the new bank building from
1915 to 1927, when he died. J. A. "Art" LaCharite had no other
occupation or job from the time he was 19 until his untimely death
in 1927 at the age of 52; hence, he spent his entire working life-
time as an officer and employee of the ILLINOIS STATE BANK.

The present owner's grandfather, David LaCharite, was Vice-
President of the bank from 1897 to 1899 and became president of the
bank in 1899, and continued as President until his death in 1929.

From 1883 to 1933, and also at the present time, the people of
the Assumption community referred to the intersection of Chestnut
and First South Street as the "Bank Corner"; there is another bank
across the street on the corner. Most of the parade functions, home-
comings and other celebrations in the community start or go by this
intersection. Both intersecting streets are paved and asphalted and
are wide and improved highways. There is curb and guttering for the
entire intersection.

The Bank in its existence from 1883 to 1933 did eighty to
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eighty five percent of the banking business in the community. It
really served the area and made many loans to farmers, home builders,
and industry, and since the town had a coal mine in it until 1929,

it was the bank for all the miners and their families. It is the
author's belief that it was a mistake for the bank to have ever
closed; as economic history will show, our Government was not able

to expand our money supply in 1932-1933 to meet the demands of the
public. The bank paid out 92% after it was closed by the State Audi-
tor, which of course was an envious record for any bank that had been
closed due to the severe depression at that time. Many good customers
of the bank have sorely missed its existence in the community.

ARCHITECTURE IS SECONDARILY SIGNIFICANT:

The architecture of the building is unique in the community and
its exterior and interior has been preserved with very minimal alter-
ations. The architect, Ira Tobias, designed a tower for the bank,
thereby making it similar to other early homes and commercial build-
ings constructed in the late 19th century and early 20th century.

Ira Tobias designed (1905) the following buildings in Assumption}

the United Methodist Church (it burned down in 1965)? the Hotel Philip}
and the (4-story) James Downs House. The Hotel and the House are

still standing. All three buildings had towers. However, the Bank
Building is a rare survivor of an architectural feature once common

in Assumption, Illinois.
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According to LAVIGNE YOUNT, of Kankakee, Illinois, a daughter
of IRA TOBIAS; her father had his degree in Architecture and moved
from Assumption, Illinois to Springfield, Illinois during the time
of World War I; and that he was an Architect with the Department of
Public Works and Buildings, State of Illinois. He worked for the

State of Illinois until his death in 1939.
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

3.) "ASSUMPTION CENTURY OF PROGRESS, 1853-1953", published in 1953 by
The Prairie State Tribune, Assumption, Illinois; available at the
Assumption Public Library, Assumption, Illinois

4.) GEORGE J. LaCHARITE; he is the grandson of DAVID LaCHARITE, who
was President of the Bank from 1899 to 1929
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8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[J summary a

O completen% ;f { M-

[ clarity

[T applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[J relating significance to the resource
(] context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[J justification of exception

(] other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
(] Maps

(] Photographs
(] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet







5 X 7 Black & White inside picture of the "LaCHAFITE
BUILDING" whose historic name was "THE ILLINOIS STATE
BANK BUILDING", Assumption, Illinois

#1 - This picture depicts the first floor ceiling of
the old "BANK BUILDING" which is of designed
ornamental metal which was in many buildings
and commercial store buildings built in the
early nineteen hundreds.

It also shows the beautiful lead glass partition
from the main room of the old "BANK BUILDING" to
the private office and safety deposit vault located
also off the private office. Below the lead glass
are two (2) etched glass transoms. It also shows
the grill work around the Teller's Cages of the
"Bank Building". Everything in this picture was
placed there in 1900 other than the fluorescent
light fixture on the ceiling and the air-condition-

¥ er shown on the left wall. We have the original
light fixtures that hung where the fluorescent
fixtures are now attached and we could re-install
them. ?f\ot@cj?ﬁ;i*lﬁrj \~hﬁc€ ~thror ‘.ebuuﬂ Date of Dhot:t;;g_gg
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5 X 7 Black & White inside picture of the
"LaCHARITE BUILDING" whose historic name
was "THE ILLINOIS STATE BANK BUILDING",
Assumption, Illinois. :

#2 - This picture shows the Safety De-
posit Vault door which is off of
the private office, which vault
door is operational and which is
presently used for storing business
papers for fire protection.

The oak wood door shown next to the
vault door, is natural oak and the
beautiful oak woodwork above it is
also in its natural state. This
door has on it the original beaut-
iful hardware which was installed
on it in 1900.

In addition to this heavy Vault Door
with combination, there is another
inside set of steel doors - masonry
walls of the Vault are 24 inches
thick. 1Inside dimension of the
Vault is approximately 10' X 6'
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5 X 7 Black & White inside picture of the "LaCHARITE
BUILDING" whose historic name was "THE ILLINOIS STATE
BANK BUILDING", Assumption,' Illinois

#3 - This picture depicts part of the inside of the
Bulldlng as shown in picture #1, except that it
is taken closer to the entrance door to the East.

This picture shows more of the Teller's Cages and
more of the steel grill work in the wood frame
and below the grill work is beautiful beveled
edge etched glass. The counter top of the
Teller's Cages are black marble or slate with
brass edging to the front with large brass
screws. You can look through the steel grill

work and see one of the original electric llght
fixtures
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5 X 7 Black & White inside picture of the
"LaCHARITE BUILDING" whose historic name
was "THE ILLINOIS STATE BANK BUILDING",

Assumption, Illinois.

#4 - This picture depicts the main vault -
to the West and North of the Teller's
Cages and one of the original chairs
and a small picture that has long
been here in the Bank Building.

This vault is also operational and

is used also to house legal papers -
and other things for fire protection.
The light fixture above the vault is
also original from the ninéteen
hundreds.

The large heavy steel Vault door with
combination has also a second inside
set of steel doors - masonry walls

of the Vault are 24 inches thick.
Dimension of the inside of this

Vault is 12 feet by six feet.
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5 X 7 Black & White outside picture of
the "LaCHARITE BUILDING" whose historic
name was "THE ILLINOIS STATE BANK BUILD:L. -
ING", Assumption, Illinois.

#5 - This picture depicts the old "ILL-
INOIS STATE BANK BUILDING" and was taken
across the street S. E. from the build-
ing. The awnings shown above the two
(2) large windows of the building,
replaced former metal awnings that were
originally placed there and were copied
as nearly as possible from the original
awnings. The two (2) white front doors
and the white side door were replaced
ten (10) years ago as they suffered
deterioration from sun and weather. An
architect measured the doors and had them
special built at HUNTER POGUE LUMBER CO.
in Decatur, Illinois. The bevelled and
leaded glass that was in the old doors
was transferred to the new doors and
the original hardware was replated and
put back on the new doocrs as well as
the brass kick plates which were on the
bottom of all three doors.

Photoqrapher: Jayce Throneburg
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