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1. Name 

or':^ 110. 
EXP. 
I I ^ ^ F o r NPS use orily 

JAN 
received 

2̂ -̂0013 

date entered 

0 1983 

historic Naobusa House 

and/or common Sanie 

2. Location 
street & number 215 S. Galena Avemw not for publication 

city, town Dixon vicinity of 

state I l l i n o i s code O/Z county Las code 123 
3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
* building(s) ^ private 

structure both 
site . Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on 
object ' in process 

being considered 

Sta tus 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
-1. work In progress 

A c c e s s i b l e 
yes: restricted 

X yes: unrestricted 
.-. ; no 

Present U s e 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

, museum 
park 

• private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4- Owner of Property 

name R o n a l d G« a a d Ea t fazTn D , S e a n l o n 

street & number B7D h 

city, town D i x o n / J / A vicinity of state I l l i n o i s 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Lea County Courthouse, County Clerk and Raoordsr of Deeds 

street & number /JI A-

city, town D i x o n state I l l l n o i s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I m r a n t o x y o f H i s t o r i c S t r u c t u r e s i n  

title L e e Co '^n ty T n t a r j w R e p o r t has this property been determined eligible? J - _ yes _ A _ no 

date 1 9 7 2 , 1 9 7 3 , 197U . federal X state county local 

depository for survey records n i i n o i a H l H t o i - i o S tTn i» t»T^» fi.iw«>y 

city, town C h i c a g o state I l l i n o i s 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site t. 
good ruins X altered moved date f^l^ 

X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Today, the physical appearance of the Nschpsa House is eridence of its long 
history of continuous hotel service. Since its official opening in 185U, the hotal 
has \indergone periods of expansion and reaodeiing, partial demolition and rehuilding. 
The Nachusa House is located on a prominant site in Dixon on Galena Avenue facing 
the Cotirthouse. The Imllding may be dividad into thxree basic componentst l) tha 
main building, 2) the south annex, and 3) tha wast annex. 

THE MilH BOILDIIIG 

Tha main bxiilding ia the oore of tha present-day Nachusa House and is the 
focus of this description because it comprises tha ona arofaitacturally aad hiatori-
cally significant portion of the hotal whicsh is still largely intact. It is nearly 
sqtuare in plan ( Ifi Feet x U8 Feat ), and waa built in 18̂ 3 and 1868 on foundations 
that were laid in I838. The portion built in 18̂ 3 WAS a U-story structure with 
2-foot thick undressed limestone exterior walls and wood frame floor and roof 
construction. In I868 tha fifth floor, mansard roof aad cupola were added and 
this change established tha image that people have identified with the Nachuaa 
House aver since. 

Both the Intarior and exterior of tha main building have bean alteî ed to 
some extent, but in both cases, a significant portion of the early form azid detail 
has baan retained. The basement, which is piresantly used as the hotel bar, has 
been substantially altered. It no longer rearaiblas the baaement "Nachuaa House 
Billiard Hall and Bar" which was advertised in the I878-I879 edition of Holland's 
Dixon City Directory. The second floor, currently and originally the lobby level, 
possesses features which date from the original construction. These include the 
square wood columna, tha crenelated comice moulding, the chair rail, the well 
crafted and preaerved winding stair, and the door and window moulding. The third, 
fourth, and fifth le^la contain the rooms where notable, historic guests of the 
hotel have stayed. Almost all theae rooms have undergona some modification to 
add private baths, and other general periodic remodeling. Althou^ the corridor 
location and general room arrangement seam relatively unchanged, the addition of 
an elevator in I9IU has no fioubt changed the plan on evezy level. The change ia 
architaoturally unobtrusive. 

The outward appeairance of the Nstchuaa House main building has changed in 
a number of way a txom ita look of I868. The limestone block wall received a thin 
coat of stucco in the I880's. New Orleans style wrotiĵ t iron grillwork waa added 
to the porches and balconies in the 1950's, The tront steps, which led to the 
lobby porch, were removed becattae of the widening of Galena Avenue in 1965* The 
porch columns have been replaced althou^ tha porch balconies seam to be original 
as evidenced by shadow traces of brackets which match those seen in early photo­
graphs. Unfortunately, the cupola was removed sometime between I926 and 19U5* la 
spite of these changes, many original architectural details remain including the 
wood shingled mansard roof, tha windowa, and the bracketed coznloe. Because of good 
photo documentation of tha outside of the hotel in tha I870's aaA I880*a, it would 
be possible to restore much of Hie original detail including porch ahd balcony 
rails, porch columns, cupola etc. 

Continued - See continuation ahhet "description'' page 1 
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THE SOUTH ANNEX 

The south anaex was added in I9IU as a response to business from automobile 
traffic. At that time Dixon was the westem terminus of the Lincoln Hi£^ay, which 
would eventually extend fjram New York to the West Coast. The interior of tha south 
annex was essentially gutted and rebuilt duriag major remodeling between 1950 and 
1955* ^0 exterior was also greatly modified with the addition of balcony walkways 
and wxouĵ t iron grillwozk. Today, oaly the top bracketed oomice, the lime8t<me 
exterior walls, aad the roof remain of the original I91U addition. 

THE WEST ANNEX 

The old we*t anaex, later damollshad, was tha first addition to the Nachusa 
Houae. Con8-bracti<m cramanced shortly after the hotel opened in 185U* The annex 
measured approximately 3̂  9̂Bt x 80 feet, wtu9 U stories higa., and contained 60 
xooma. In I867, at the same time tha fifth level was added to the main building, 
a fiftb floor and mansard roof addition was also added to the west anaex. Durizig 
tha 1950 *-> 1955 renodallag program the old west aaaex was completely rsized aad 
rebuilt as it appears today. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_ X 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 

X commerce 
communications 

conservation 
. economics 
. education 
. engineering 
. expioration/settlement 
. industry 
. invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 

theater 
. transportation 
. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1,l^t>,m Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

In a pzMdJB6Bt position on a hilltop overlooking the Rook River Tallay aad aeross 
txom tha Laa County Courtbouee stands oaa of Northern Illlnois* most aotahla laadmazks, 
tha Hacfansa Houaa. Thia hotal was aaaad for John Bixoa, founder of tha city of Mzon. 
"Nft-Cam-Sa" is the nana given Mr. Dixon by the Indiana; it means head idiita hair. 

Tha Haefauaa Houaa waa built in 1853 as a almple k story structure with primitive 
wood si l l aad liatel window detailing and indigenous limestone masonry. In tba early 
1850* s, tha hotal was used primarily by atagaooandi travelers enroute from Peorla aad 
Chioago to Galena. In I855t trains oo—sncaNl tunning txom Dixon to Chioago on tha 
Air Lina Road; the Nachusa House grew in popolaxi-ty with both rail and coach travelers. 

This building has c<»Baroial aignificanoa bacaase it is one of the oldest 
continuously operated hotala in the state. Tha comateroial success of the business is 
avidaaoed by tha many changes which were made to improve the hotel *s image and to 
batter suit ita burgeoning dientalAe !I9ie manaard roof and fifth floor ware both added 
in 1868 aad WSM important in rainforoing th* House's emergent image as a first class 
hotel. 

The hotel haa social significance because of its many notable gueats. The 
following is a partial list of the people who registered at the Naofauaa Houses 

Abraham Lincoln John A. Logan Jamea DooUttle 
U.S. Grant Casslus M. Clay Jefferson Davis 
Theodore Roosevctlt Horace Greeley Gov. Richard Oglesby 
Wia. Howard Taft Helen Keller J. Edgar Hoover 
Gen. Leenaaed Wood Billy Sunday Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Stephen Doû âa Ifarqula of (taeenabuzy 

Th* site, ar^tecture, and succeaaftil operation ooaiblned to make the Naefanaa 
Houae tba pride of the conauni-^ and an area landmaric. The following excerpt from 
the Holland*a Dixon City Directozy for I878-79 deacribea the hotel. 

The location of the Nachusa is the most advantageous that could be 
found for a hotel in the ol-^. It is built on one of the hij^st 
eminences the oi*^ affords, opposite the Court ]̂ m8e and overlooks the 
ootmtzy for miles around. The structure Itself is one of the 
handaemeat and moat substantial in Dixon, and from its commanding aite 
it is among the first objects that catoh the visitor's eye and the last 
upon leacTing. (Page 66) 

9or theae reasons we feel the Nachusa House should be placed on the National Register 
of Hlatorio Places. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet - Bibliography - Page 2 

10. Geographical Data 
0.98 acre Acreage of nominated property . 

Quadrangle name D i x o n 

UMT References 

'^LL^ I2iq.3ia9id I4 6lgi5r^^id 
Zone Easting Northing  

c U J I I • I • • I I • I I I . • I 

Quadrangle scale 11 62500 

J L 

G L i _ l _L 

B 

Zone Easting 

D L J L L L . 
F L L J L L L . 
Hi U L L L _ 

Northing 

J L L _ U 

1_L 

I -L 

J - L 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

See Continuation Sheet - Geogre^hipal Data - Page 3 

L is t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state AJ / A I - .'.. • code county code 

state code ' county code 

11 • Form Prepafed By 
name/title Thomas C. Anderson, Apprentice Architect 

organization McLane & McLane Architects date October 7, 1982 

street & number 212 S. Ottawa Avenue telephone (815) 26U-6056 

city or town Dixon state Illinois 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national - X . - state local ' " ' " . 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for tne National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusiapjn the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortriD^the National! Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

itorjg Preserva 

date l^jAlj^X^ 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

t^-^U^ ;feA^-^ut^ latliOPai Eeeiatcj date 
—r 

[eeper of the National Regster 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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EsTî erBtory—O ômEiTBation Fourm 

Nachusa House 
Continuation sheet Bibliography Item number 9 Page 2 

Bateman, ed., Hiatorlctd Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of Lee County. Munsell 
Publishing Co., I9OI4. 

Bennett, A. Milo, "The Building of a State, The Story of Illinois,^ Joumal of State 
Hiatorical Society. I3, Oct., 1920, p. 352. 

Dixon Byening Telegraph Anniversary Issue. I926. 

Dixon Evening Telegraph. April U, I878 (p.l), Jan.''t8,l88U, May 6, 1885, June 6, 1885, 
May 18, 1886, Sept. 3, I887 (p.l), Feb. I3, 191U (p.2), April 8, 1911+ (p.2), 
June 13, I9IU, June 11+, I91U. 

Dixon National Baidc, 1871 - 1971. Centurv of Service. Dixon, 111., (1971). 

Holland's Dixon Citv Directory for 1878 - 79. Chicago, 111., Westem.Publishing Co., 
1879̂  

Holland's Dixon City Directory for 1869 - 70. Chicago, 111., Westem Publishing Co., 
(1870). 

Inventory of Historic Structures in Lee County. Illinols Historic Stmctures Survsy, 
October, 1972. 

Lee County Historical Sooie-ty, History of Dixon and Lee County. Dixon, 111. I98O 
(reprint of I88O edition of Dixon Telegraph Print.) 

Stevms, Frank, History of Lee County.VaJ. S.J, Clarke Publishing Co., I9IU, pp.338 - 339, 
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Parcel No. It 
The Southerly 50 feet in width of Lot 1, and the Northerly 58 feet in width 

of Lot kt In Block 29, in the Original Town (now City) of Dixon, more particularly 
bounded and described as follows: Beginning at a point on the East line of the 
said Block 29, 10 feet Southerly flx>m at a point on the East line of said Block 
29, 10 feet Southerly from the Northeast comer of said Block, and running thenoe 
Southerly along said East line, 108 feet to a point on said line, 2 feet Northerly 
from the Southeast comer of said Lot U* la said Block; thence Westerly parallel 
with the South Line of said Lot h* 1U0 feet to the alley; thence Northerly along 
the Eaat line of the said alley, IO8 feet to a point on said line, 10 feet Southerly 
f^m the Northwest comer of said Lot 1 in said Block; thence Easterly parallel 
with the North line of said Block, IUO feet to the point of beginning; EXCEPTING 
the following described tract; Beginning at the intersection of the Southerly w 
rifl^t of way line of Second Street with the Easterly line of said Lot 1, which 
point of interaection is 50 feet Northerly of the Southeast comer of said Lot 1, 
and running thence Southerly along the Easterly line of said Lot 1, a distance of 
12 feet; thence Northwesterly to a point in said Southerly rij^t of way line of 
Second Street 12 feet Weaterly of the point of beginning; thenoe Easterly along 
said Southerly right of way line of Second Street, 12 feet to the point of 
beginning; AND FURTHER EXCEPTINGr THEREFROM the Southerly 50 feet in width of Lot 1, 
and the Northerly 53 foot in width of Lot U, in Block 29, in the Original Town 
(now City) of Dixon,, more particularly bounded and described as follows: Beginning 
at a point on the East line of slad Block 29, 10 feet Southerly from the Northeast 
comer of said Block, and running thence Southerly along eald East line, 103 feet to 
a point on said line, 7 feet Northerly from the Southeast cormer of said Lot U» In 
said Block; thence Westerly parallel with the South line of said Lot Ut IUO feet to 
the alley; thenoe Northerly along the East line of slad alley, 103 feet to a point 
on said line, 10 feet Southerly from the Northwest comer of said Lot 1, in said 
Block; thenoe Easterly parallel with the North line of said Block, 1̂ 0 feet to the 
point of Beginning; 

Parcel No. 2: 
The Southerly 2 feet in width of Lot kf all of Lots 5 and 8, and the Northerly 

10 feet in width of Lot 9, all in Block 29, in the Original Town, now City of Dixon; 

Parcel No. 3: 
The Easterly 50 feet of Lots 7 and 10, and the Southerly 60 feet of the Westerly 

90 feet of said Lot 10, all in Block 29, in the Town now City of Dixon; 

Parcel No. 
The Westerly 90 feet of Lot 7 la Block 29, in the Town, now City of Dixon, 

all in LEE COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 



UTtONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

taiHed states 
iationsl Pmik Unic* 

Nachusa House 
Lee Countv 
ILLINOIS 

Working No. / / / d / ^ J - 3 ( ^  
Fed. Reg. Data; 1 ^ 7-
Date Dua. V > V / R 

^^Actlon: -i^CCEPT ^/^/^^ 
I r«submitsion SjJffec^ ti: fE*; RETURN 

nomination by person or local government latlonal Eefiist-r- REJECT . 
owner objection Federal Agency: 
appeal 

Substantive Review: sample request ,! appeal NR decision 

Reviawer's commenta: 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer _ _ _ _ _ 
Discipline 
Data 
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•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
_substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. Nam* 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

4. Ownor of Property 

5. Location of Logai Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
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8. Signifieanco 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
appiicabie criteria 
Justification of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
Justification of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibliographicai References 

10. Ooographical Data 

11. Form Proparod By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
gf tRta ypg^a^^ artiRMi iRa aMta It: 

13. Other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed _____ Date . Phone: 202 272 -3504 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 











































Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Nachusa House Lee County, Illinois 83000323 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs (missing #3) 

USGS Map 





Illinois Department of Conservation 
lifeand land together 

LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA • 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET • SPRINGFIELD 62706 
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100,160 NO. LASALLE 60601 
David Kenney, Director • James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director 

December 30, 1982 

Mr. J e r r y Rogers 
Keeper o f t h e N a t i o n a l 

R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s 
U.S. Department o f t h e I n t e r i o r 
Na1::iotta.l Paxk S e r v i c e 
Washinvj;.ton., D>C. 

Dear Mr. R o g e r s i 

E n c l o s e d a r e t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r n o m i n a t i o n s f o r t h e 
f o l l o w i n g s i t e s : 

a t ^ MxchoLas a o t e L , S p r i n g f i e l d 
S i n g e r B u i l d i n g , C h i c a g o 
P a t r i c k L K i n g House, C h i c a g o 

j^,,^-N^husa House, D i x o n 
Park House, Beardstown 
C h r i s t C h u rch, P e o r i a County 
Matthew S c o t t House, Chenoa 
R i c h a r d S k i n n e r House, P r i n c e t o n 
R o b e r t & John M. P e e p l e s Houses, 

Old Shawneetown 
Lyman S c o t t House, Summer H i l l 

A l s o e n c l o s e d i s an a d d i t i o n t o t h e Round Barns i n I l l i n o i s 
Thematic R e s o u r c e , t h e R o b e r t B u c k l e s Round B a r n . 

Your prompt a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s e n o m i n a t i o n s i s a p p r e c i a t e d . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

M i c h a e l Ward 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r A s s i s 
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TO/(̂SSM?) yf^ DATE : ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ADDRESS: ^,>^^ /z PHONE: ^y^--^^^-^ 

STAFF MEMBER: DIVISION: 

REPORT: 

^ / ^ j t ^ ^ -^"^ ^ ^>'Z^-^ ^^/^C^ix^ y^^yff.^ 


