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1. Name 
historic I H t ^ R R E R BUILDING ; v 

and/or common 8051 LINCOLN AVENUE, SKOKIE, ILLINOIS , 

2. Location • ' J 

street A number 8051 LINCOLN AVg»tW" 
•r- j J , : ' 

•f/A not for publication 

city, town SKOKIE, ' ,6^* vicinity of 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTiaCT # 10 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT # 15 

state ILLINOIS code 0 1 2 ^ county 
..•t;i, 

COOK code d>3j 

3. Classification + • . r • 

Category 
district 

_ X _ building{s) 
structure; 

^^slte 
_ _ object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
— both 
Pub l i c A e q u i s i ^ o n . 

in process 
being considered 

S ta tus 
y 

occupied t 
.. unoccupied 

, work in progress 
A c c e s s i i i l e 
JUL. yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
n d ' • 

P resen t U s e 
agriculture 

y commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 

' scientific 
i transportation 

. other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name R. WILLIAM and BARBARA A. J ^ E N 

street & number 8057 NILES CENTER ROAD 

city, town SKOKIE, tJjA vicinity of state ILLINOIS 60077 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. COOK COUNTYr BUILDING, RECORDER' S OFFICE 

street & number 118 N , CLARK STREET 

city, town CHICAGO, state ILLINOIS 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c Structures Survey - Cook Count ^vsy^ - COOK county , Skokie t/  
has this property been deterfnined eligible?« yes K no 

date 1974 -1'federal ^ Xstate .county local 

depository for survey records I L . Depar tment o f C o n s e r v a t i o n - H i s t o r i c S i t e s 

city, town S p r i n g f i e l d state I l l i n o i s 



7. Des tcription 

Cortdi t ion 
excellent deteriorated 

Wk̂  '•"'"s 
unexposed 

C h e c k one 
unaltered 

Jt altered 

C h e c k one 
X original site 

moved date AJ |A 

Desc r ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appea rance 

SUMMARY: 

DESCRIPTION: 

INTEGRITY: 

The Harrer Building, Skokie, Illinois, is a two-story, detached, 
commercial, brick building of Italianate architectural style. The building 
is situated on Lincoln Avenue, the historic Main Street of the "old" Skokie, 
Illinois. The design and workmanship on the facade of the building reflects 
the inventiveness of the early architects and the sk i l l of the early carpen­
ters. 

The Harrer Building is the oldest commercial structure in Skokie, I l l i ­
nois (called Niles Center until 1940). The Harrer Family emigrated from Ba­
varia to Niles Center in 1845. Michael Harrer built The Harrer Building in 
1874 to serve as the town's first meat market and the family home. Michael 
served as a Trustee of the village. Michael's son, Adam became the first 
Village President in 1888. 

The village, pioneered by the Harrer Family, grew from this immediate 
area to become "The Largest Village in the World". 

The Harrer Building is a free-standing, commercial-type building. It 
is a two-stoxy brick structure, rectangular in shape. Its location is on a 
public walk approximately 30 feet from Lincoln Avenue in the downtown busi­
ness section of Skokie, Illinois. Immediately to the south stands a circa 
1910 commercial building, and to the north is landscaped property. 

The facade has a center entrance with show windows on each side, and an 
auxiliary side entrance leading to the stairway to the second floor living 
quarters. The two remaining doorways include a side-rear door leading to 

second floor stairway and a rear door to the first floor commercial quart­
ers. The entire exterior is well preserved original except the actual store 
front which has been altered,through the years. It is the intent to care­
fully restore this, using old photographs, and carefully detailed workmanship. 

The north elevation consists of nine windows with semi-circular heads. 
Five second story windows located directly above four windows on the first 
floor plus the side-rear door. The south' elevation has six similar windows, 
three on each floor. The rear elevation has two more similar windows, one 
in the attic and one on the rear stairway. The front elevation has three 
nicely hooded windows with prominent keystones on the second story level 
and an additional pair at the attic level, presently obscured by an awning. 

The front facade at the roof line has a broad frieze board with nicely 
detailed and well preserved double brackets. The same frieze board continues 
around the building without additional brackets. The construction date of 
1874 is evidenced in the keystone over the double attic window. 

Few alterations have been done to The Harrer Building over the years. 
The first floor store has been remodeled and redesigned over the years to 
accomodate its different uses. The second story has always been living 
quartersc The dormer was added around 1950 to add living space to the attic. 
The front storefront! windows were remodeled in the earl^960's. The origi­
nal cellar doors were removed and replaced with the concrete stairway around 
1950o The original front stoop which spanned across the width of the build­
ing was replaced with the concrete steps to serve each of the front door­
ways, respectively. This was also done around 1950, 

continued. 
on page No, 
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THE HARRER BUILDING 7. DESCRIPTION continued Page No, 1 

Considering there has been few alterations and moderate deteriora­
t i o n . The Harrer Building exists today as an ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
work of the late 19th Century, There does not exi s t a structure within 
miles with such character as displayed here by the work done by early 
pioneers of such a dynamic community. With i t s added h i s t o r i c a l meaning 
to the community« i t deserves to be given honest consideration as an 
h i s t o r i c resource worthy of preservation, 

8, SIGNIFICANCE continued 

Uses: Owners: 
Flower Shop 1947-1966 Frank S, Childs J r . 1947-1960 
Dress Shop 1966-1976 C, F, Meier 1960-1969 
Delicatessen 1976 to date R, William & Barbara Haben 1969 to date 

To th i s day. The Harrer Building s i t s i n the heart of the business 
d i s t r i c t . Given i t s location and character i t w i l l never be without a 
tenant. 

The Harrer Family was instrumental i n establishing the governmental 
system for "The Largest Village i n the World", Skokie, I l l i n o i s , B u i l t 
by Michael Harrer i n 1874, the building served as his place of business 
and his home, 

Michael Harrer: 
1825 - bom i n Bavaria 
1845 - came to Niles Center, A farmer 

1852-1855 - time spent mining i n C a l i f o m i a during Gold Rush 
1855-1874 - a farmer In Niles Center, I I , 

1874 - b u i l t and started Meat Market at 8051 Lincoln Avenue 
- the town's f i r s t butcher 

1888-1889 - served as Trustee for the Village of Niles Center (Skokie) 
1907 - died 

Adam Harrer: son of Michael Harrer 
1861 - bom i n Niles Center, I I , 
1881 - Chief of the Niles Center Volunteer Fire Company 

- Postmaster of Niles Center, I I , 
1888 - became f i r s t Village President (Mayor) of Niles Center, I I , 

1889,1890 - Vil l a g e President 
1893,1894 - Vil l a g e Trustee 
1898,1899 - Village Trustee 

1940 - died i n Skokie, I I , 

on 
continued. , , page No. 1 



8. Significance 

Pariod Areas ef Significance—Check and justify beiew 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 .archeology-historic . conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_X-1800-1899 _X-commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry ^^politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 
Constructed^ 1876 

Specific datee Harrer Family 187̂ ^̂ ^ Builder/Architect Builder- Michael Harrer/Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Harrer Building, being the oldest commercial structure In Skokie, 
Illinois gives i t the opportunity to be an excellent example of the style 
of early commercial buildings lining the downtown streets of the towns a-
round the City of Chicago. Its architecture displaying the Italianate 
style is a living example of what talent and detail was used in building 
a suburban area commercial building in the late 19th Century. 

Niles Center (Skokie) first became inhabited in the 1830*s. This 
immediate location soon became the hub of what later becomê  a growing 
suburban colony and prosperous community. 

The fact that The Harrer Building was built to serve as the new col­
ony's meat market greatly added to the growth and commerce in the village, 
and consequently the growth of progress and population. 

The Harrer Family took a great interest in the future of the commun­
ity. Family members were active leaders in local govemment, civil serv­
ice and the school system of the soon-to-be prosperous community. 

The Harrer Building retains many of the distinctive characteristics 
common to an Italianate commercial building of the period. Of the alter­
ations that were done, none were done to subtract from its character and 
artistic value. Little has been done to restore this significant archi­
tectural work over the years, but plans and ideas have been discussed to 
preserve the building of its historical and architectural value through 
rehabilitation and restoration. 

Throughout the downtown area of Skokie there exists a number of older 
(circa 1910) buildings. Not any of these exhibit a similar style as The 
Harrer Building, Its architectural values remain unique to the village. 
The Harrer Building is the only one of its kind in Skokie and the only 
structure that can be Identified with the Harrer Family. 

Downtown Niles Center (Skokie), this location in particular, began 
to grow during the mid-19th Century. The town located itself on the main 
dirt road. Main Street (later re-named Lincoln Avenue), which traveled its 
way north from the City of Chicago. Lincoln Avenue became downtown Niles 
Center (Skokie), The business district then attracted families from near­
by Chicago to settle in and around Niles Center, The Harrer Building is 
the oldest remaining structure of this business district. 

The Harrer Building has always played an active role in local commerce. 
Uses: Owners: 

Harrer Meat Market 1874-1915 Michael Harrer & Family 18 74-1924 
Warehouse for General Store 1915-1947 Charles HengesicJi 1924-1947 

continued. . , page No, 1 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Andreas, A,T., History of Cook County, Illinois, 1884, Chicago, A.T. Andreas, publisher 
Beaudette, E. Palma, Niles Township, 1916, Chicago, Beaudette (copy avail, at Skokie Public 
League of Women Voter's of Skokie, Early Skokie. Skokie, Village of Skokie,publishedLibrary 
The Life Newspaper Diamond Jubilee Sopplement» Jan. 17, 1963, Skokie, II. pp. 29,74, 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l<Z66 'fI'Vl/VV 

Quadrangle name F^g-tC RIDfe£ i I L 

UTM References 
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Verbal boundary description and Justification LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The South 40 feet of Lot 37 
(except the East 204,30 feet therof as measured along the North line of the South 40 feet 
of said Lot 37) in> the subdivision of the South 105 acres of SEk of section 21, Twp, 41 North, 
Range 13, East of the 3rd Principal Meridian, in Cook County, I l l inois . 

L is t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state A J ^ A \ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title John W, Haben 

organization date September 20, 1982 

street & number 8057 Niles Center Road telephone 312-673-6111 

city or town Skokie, state. Illinois 60077 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fo r t t /b^^e Nationi^l Paik Service. 

State HIstoricJBreservation Officer signature C^^""^^'''^ 

title 

oricJBre 

date / V / ^ 3 / f l . 

Fbr NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in theJJIational Register 

date I 
Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: ite 

Chief of Registration 
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The Harrer Building 8, SIGNIFICANCE continued Page No, 2 

Henry Harrer: brother to Michael Harrer 
1829 

1845-1878 
1878 

bom in Bavaria 
came to Niles Center, Time spent farming 
opened a store and saloon in Niles Center, II. 
Henry Harrer has held various town offices: 

One of the first School Directors (held for 15 yrs,) 
Overseer of Highways (7 yrs,) 
Commissioner of Highways (18 yrs,) 
Assessor (2 yrs,) 
Justice of the Peace (19 yrs.) 

The Michael Harrer Family lived and worked the meat market from 
1874 until around 1915. We suspect Michael died while there. 

GENERAL HISTORY 
OF SKOKIE: The coimnunity of Skokie (Niles Center ) was established around 

1831 when a fur trader erected the first log cabin. The surrounding 
area became a farming center in the mid-1800's. In 1881 the first 
Fire Company was organized, the first school in 1863, the first Church 
in 1867. Families migrated to Niles Center from Central Europe. It 
became specialized in truck gardening, supplying vegetables to rapidly 
growing Chicago, Electricity, water and telephone service did not come 
to Niles Center until 1910, When building materials became available 
after World War II, Skokie became a fast growing community. In 1962, 
Skokie became "The World's Largest Village", 

Local Govemment Officials: 

Albert J, Smith, Mayor 
Village of Skokie 
5127 Oakton Street 
Skokie, Illinois 60077 

George Dunne, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
118 N, Clark Street 
Chicago, Illinois 
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HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, Il. 
Photographer: John W. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 

WEST (FACADE) ELEVATION 
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HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, I'L. 
Photographer: John w. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo nega tive with photographer 
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HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, IL. 
Photographer: John W. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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WEST (FACADE) ELEVATION 





HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, I L •• 
Photographer: John w. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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WEST (FACADE) ELEVATION 
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HARRER BUI LDING SKOKIE, I L . 

Photographer: John \.J. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, IL. 
Photographer: John W. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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WEST (FACADE) ELEVATION CLOSE- UP 
AUXILLARY SIDE DOOR 





HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, IL. 
Photographer: John w. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, n. 
Photographer: John W. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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NORTH AND WEST(FACADE) 
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HARRER BUrLDING SKOKIE, I L . 
Photographer: John w, Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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HARRER BUI LDING SKOKIE, IL. 
Photographer: John W. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, IL. 
Photographer: John W. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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EAST ELEVATION (REAR) 
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HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, IL. 
Photographer: John \.J. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 

If 12 of 17 

EAST ( REAR ) ELEVATION 
SECOND FLOOR LEVEL 





HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, IL. 
Photographer: John W. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 

4f 13 of 17 

EAST (REAR) ELEVATION 
FIRST FLOOR LEVEL & BASEMENT DOOR 





HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, IL. 
Photographer: John w. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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NORI'H ELEVATION 
CLOSE- UP OF DORMER 





HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, I L. 
Photographer: John w. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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SOUTH ELEVATION 





HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, IL. 
Photographer: John W. Haben • 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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NORTH ELEVATION 
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HARRER BUILDING SKOKIE, I L. ' 
Photographer: John W. Haben 
September, 1982 
photo negative with photographer 
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STREETSCAPE VIEW LOOKING NORTH 
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November 30, 1982 

Mr. David Kenney 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
c/o Keith A. Sculle 
405 East Washington Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62702 

Re: Harrer Building, 8051 Lincoln Avenue 
Skokie, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Kenney: 

We were pleased to learn that the Harrer Building has been 
proposed for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places, by the Illinois Historic Sites Advisory Council. 

As this structure was the home of our Village's first Mayor, 
Adam Harrer, we believe i t most appropriate that this is the 
first structure in the Village of Skokie to be considered for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, therefore, I am pleased 
to support the proposed nomination of the Harrer Building 
which is scheduled for consideration on Friday, December 10, 
1982. 

Sincerely 

Albert J(. Smith 



Illinois I A 1 Department of Conservation 
life and land together 

LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA • 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET • SPRINGFIELD 62706 
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601 
David Kenney, Director • James C. Helfrlch, Assistant Director 

January 11, 1983 

Jerry Rogers 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

Enclosed are the National Register nomination forms 
for the Harrer Building. (Skokie) and the Calumet Plant of 
R.R. Donnelley and Sons Campany (Chicago). Also enclosed 
i s a proposed extention of the boundaries of the Sheffield 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t (Chicago). 

Your prompt attention to these nominations i s appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Ward 
National Register Assistant 

MW/mfb 

Enclosure 


