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1. Name 
historic Mercer County Courthouse 

and/or common Mercer County Courthouse 

2. Location 

street & numlDer SE Third Street { I l l ino is Highway 17) f J p not for publication 

city, town Aledo ffjri vicinity of ^ 

state I l l i no is ^ county Mercer M 131 code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip , ; ijrf Sta tus Presen t U s a 

district public Q.̂ ,- X occupied agriculture museum 
1 buildlng(&) private . unoccupied commercial park 

structure both worlt In progress educational private residence 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on A c c e s s i b l e entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted X government scientific 

t>eing considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mercer County 

streets, number SE Th i rd S t r e e t ^^"^ ''^ twr"i3efnv2 '.'"s onrt;fi-L:d arij TO sbna ydT 

city, town Aledo Aj/iL vicinity ot state 111 i n o i s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Mercer County Courthouse - Recorde r ' s O f f i c e 

street & number SE Third Street 

ctty, town Aledo state I l l i n o i s 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 
Inventory o f H i s t o r i c S t r u c t u r e s 

title i n Mercer County has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date Oc tober , 1972 federal state X county local 

depository for survey records I l l i n o i s Department Of Conserva t ion 

city, town S p r i n g f i e l d state I l l i n o i s 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Checic one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X_ original site 

—^good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

DescrilM the present and original (if Itnown) physicai appearance 
The Mercer County Courthouse is of Romanesque architecture and has undergone few 
alterations since its ocnstruction in 1894. Located in Aledo on Southeast Third 
Street between South College Avenue and South Second Avenue, the courthouse is the 
predominate structure in this midwest farm community. 

The approximately one acre site of the courthouse is surrounded on three sides by 
low commercial and residential buildings and the town square to the north. The 
main streets leading to the courthouse create scenic vistas opening onto the 
expansive lawns surrounding the structure. Sidewalks lead to each doorway and in 
front of the main entrance a monument to Mercer County veterans has been erected 
with the names of those killed tn action etched into the stone pillar. 

The three story courthouse is constructed out of Beria sandstone and is basically 
rectangular in shape with five vertical sections. A decorative cornice runs around 
the entire building and is also evident over entrance ways. 

The windows of the courthouse are of three basic designs; double-hung, double-hung 
with an arch above, and double-hung with a rectangle above. Exceptions to these 
three styles are found in the windows of the spires that form the main entryway 
at the front of the building. Generally speaking, the lower two floors of the 
building have plain double-hung windows while the third floor has windows with 
ornamentation. On the east side of the front and the east end of the building the 
windows of the third floor are arched; while on the west side of the front and the 
west end of the building rectangles are found above the windows. The windows on the 
back of the building have rectangles above them;-

All four entrances into the building are arched doorways supported by ornamental 
columns. The doors on the north, south and east are used daily, but the one on the 
west is not functional. 

The ends of the building are somewhat symetrical to the center vertical section 
which is comprised of the main entryway and is flanked by two spires. Above the 
spires rests the clock tower. The tower, which rests in the middle of the roof, 
has four spires, one at each corner. There are five arched openings for the belfry 
which is located directly above the clock. Below the clock on each side of the tower 
there is a large opening which leads to an observation deck guarded by wrought 
iron railings. 

During the spring of 1977, the original windows were replaced with double glazed, 
anodized aluminum frame windows. The original fixtures had deteriorated to the extent 
that they did not readily lend themselves to restoration. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

J L 1800-1899 
1900-

A r e a s ef S ign i f i cance—Chec ic and just i fy be iow 
archeology-prehistoric 

. archeology-historic 

. agriculture 

. architecture 
art 

. commerce 

. communications 

community planning 
. conservation 
. economics 
. education 
. engineering 
. exploration/settlement 
. industry 
. invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 

. military 

. music 
philosophy 

religion 
. science 
. sculpture 
. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 
X politics/government transportation 

other (specify) 

Cornerstone laid on 
Specific dates April 18. 1894 

Builder/Architect L. L. Leach & Sons/M. E. Bell 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
The Mercer County Courthouse is located in Aledo, Illinois, Since its construction 
in 1894 the courthouse has greatly influenced the life and development of this rural 
farm community. County courthouses by their very nature are of paramount local 
significance. Mercer County's is no exception. Even though the windows have been 
altered i t s t i l l retains its essential character and is worthy of inclusion in the 
National Register. 

The Mercer County seat of government has not always been, in Aledo, Illinois. An 
election was held in August of 1857 to determine whether the county seat would be 
located in Keithsburg or Aledo. Aledo was the victor. In April of 1893 the large 
volume of county business necessitated that the County Board of Supervisors pass a 
resolution authorizing the construction of a new courthouse which would cost no more 
than $60,000.00. The board also stipulated that the citizens of Aledo contribute 
$10,000.00. The citizens pledged over $12,000.Q0. The cornerstone of the courthouse 
was laid in April 1894 funded through this public-private partnership brought about 
by the willing cooperation of the Mercer County residents. 

The Mercer County Courthouse and the DuPage County Courthouse were designed by the 
same architect, M. E. Bell. The DuPage County structure, already listed on the 
National Register, is a more elaborate example of Bell's design for the Mercer County 
building. It is assumed that Bell probably expanded the Mercer County design (1894) 
to accomodate the more wealthy DuPage County clients (1896-97). The Mercer County 
structure was composed of sandstone rather than brick, and sported fewer ornamental 
elements than did the DuPage County edifice. 



9. M ^ o r B ib l i og raph ica i Re fe rences UTM M l VEPiiFEO " 
A l l e n , Bernice Study of Mercer County; Teacher's Manual (unpublished) found in Aledo 

Publ ic L ib ra ry , Aledo, I l l i n o i s . 
Birkhead, Cynthia The Pr ize and Pride of Aledo (unpublished) found in Mercer County 

C le rk ' s O f f i c e , Aledo, I l l i n o i s . 

10a Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n 1 a c r e 
Quadrangle name A l e d o E a s t ^ 

UMT References • 

Quadrangle sca le . 1:24000 

'^LMJ I6l6ai7iftd ki514.31/ i3,ol 
Zone Easting . Northing 

c L U I I . I . I I I I I I I I I 
E L U I I • I • • I L l ' ' 

Zone Easting 

DLLJ I I i I • • 
Northing 

_L 

I I I I 

J - J . 

J . J L F L J I I • I ' • I I I I I I I I 
G L U I I • I • • I I l l i H J L I I I I J - J . 

Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

B l o c k 94 O r i g i n a l Town, now C i t y o f A l e d o 

L is t a i i s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for proper t ies over iapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state l^/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Dean B a u m g a r d n e r , D i r e c t o r o f Community and Economic Deve lopment 

organization B i - S t a t e M e t r o p o l i t a n P l a n n i n g Commiss ion date 1 2 - 3 0 - 8 1 

street & number 1504 T h i r d Avenue telephone ( 3 0 9 ) 7 9 3 - 6 3 2 2 

city or town Rock Island state I l l i n o i s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation G ^ f f c e ^ r the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion io^nb National Regi^tej^and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortit w this tMSI^tvil I^ryi^eryice. 

State H ic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

^f^rHPS useonly 
I hereby certify that this propertyJ| included in the Nationai Register 

Entered in tit© 1 date &pVr 
r of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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Continuation sheet Mercer County Courthouse He<ni number 9 
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received 

date entered 

Page 

Thomas, Clarence C. Official Directory of Mercer County, Illinois 1935. Aledo, 
Illinois: the Times Record Company, 1935. 



N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / R E T U R N S H E E T 

S Property : //^^CAT ̂ ^^4" ^c^^^^ 
%^ stata, County:Xt̂ y^2^^22£^2 ^1^4 F«d«ral Agency 

^1 

UnH»d Sta tes Dcpar tmwi t of t h * Intftrier 
N.tlon.1 P.rk % m r , \ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ S ^ 

Working No. ^ / ^ ' i ^ ' ^ f ^  
Fed. Reg. Date: FEB 1 . 1983  
Date Due- ^ - p j p r ^ / ^ ^ ^ . I g ^ 

Tfiaigiff̂ °«E9 _ f ^ c c S T _ 4 ^ z 2 
resubmiss ion - Nat ional Begister RETURN 
nomination by person or local government R E J E C T . 
owner ob jec t ion photos 

a p p e a l nr>ap<t — 

Substant ive Rev iew: sample request appeal NR decision 

Reviewer 's comments : 

i f :i£Lj 

Recom. /C r i t e r i a 
Reviewer 
Disc ip l ine 
Date 

see. cont inuat ion sheet 

•Nomination returned for : technical correct ions cited below 
substant ive reasons d iscussed below 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
mtMtua 

PuMtc >iniil»Hi»w tkaeaaaikta 

III U M 

4 . O w n e r of P r o p e r t y 

5 . L o c a t i o n off L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6 . R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

T . Description 

. daMrteralad unMt*r*d 

. rutn* _ 
_ original sit* 

I" 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
a I tera t ions/ in tegr i ty 
dates 
boundary se lec t ion 



8. Significance 

Mat#fM«tl ml fti^fiMlcMM (In ama pmrmpr^^) 

summary paragraph 
c o m p l e t e n e s s 
c la r i t y 
a p p i i c a b i e c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of a reas 

checiced 
relat ing s ign i f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n teg r i t y 

to s ign i f i cance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of excep t i on 
other 

S . M a j o r B i b n o g r a p h i c a t R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . G e o g r a p h i c a l Da ta 

X n t f 0* nominem! property 

Outdrangia rmma 
UMT HfffvfvnoM 

V w M k t \ m t » r , ^ M c r i p U w i amd >iMitWic»ti»»i 

11. F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

t 2 . S t a t e i i i s t o r i c P r e s e r v s t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c s t t o n 
Thm wr^k tMmc »i9ntf»c»nce of t h i * prT>p*ny w*m*r tt*» state M 

rwtk>nal s te le l o c * l 

9tKlt» Hmtonc Pr—a n mxiori Ofticvr atgnatur* 

13 . Other 

M a p s 
P h o t o g r a p h s 
O the r 

Q u e s t i o n s conce rn ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

S i g n e d na te P h o n e : 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s for eny i tem may be c o n t i n u e d on en t t t c c h e d shee t 

























Illinois Dep>artment of Conservation 
life and land together 

LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA • 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET • SPRINGFIELD 62706 
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601 
David Kenney, Director • James C. Helfrich. Assistant Director 

May 4, 1982 

Carol Shull 
Keeper of the National 

Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
W 434 

Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 
Enclosed is the National Register nomination ferthe Mercer 

County Courthouse in Aledo. 

We are also submitting the nomination for St. Stanislaus Kostka Church. 
Chicago, for a Determination of Eligibility. 

Finally, we are submitting the nomination for the J. Ogden Armour 
House. We have included an aerial photo showing the boundaries of the 
nomination. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Si ncerely, 

Michael Ward 
Assistant National 

Register Coordinator 

MW/lw 
Enclosures 


