FHR-8-200 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
OGLE COUNTY COURTHOUSE

historic

and/or common

2. Location

street & number  Courthouse Square (I1l. Rt. 2 & 64) ____not for publication
city, town Oregon ____ vicinity of congressional district 16
state Illinois code <12 county Ogle code [ |
- =
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
- district _X_public X__ occupied — . agriculture — . Mmuseum
_X_building(s) __ private — unoccupied —_ commercial — park
— structure . both — work in progress — educational — private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
— object ____ in process ____ yes: restricted 330 government ____ scientific
being considered X _ yes: unrestricted __ industrial —_ transportation
* NJA __no —__ military —__ other:

4. Owner of Property

i County of Ogle
Courthouse Square

street & number

city, town Oregon - ___ vicinity of statel 111inois

5. Location of Legal Description

Office of the Ogle County Clerk-Recorder

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number PO Box 357
Oregon Illinois 61061

state

city, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite Inventory of the County Archivesas this property been determined elegible? ____ yes X no

of Illinois
date July 1940 ____federal _X state ____county ____local

depository for survey records I111inois Historical Records Survey Project

city, town Chicago state 11llinois




FHA-8-200 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet 0gle County Courthouse ltem number ©

2. Inventory of Historic Landmarks in Ogle County

January 1973, Il.Dept. of Conservation
Springfield, Il.

3. Inventory of Historic Structures in Ogle County
October 1972, 1Il.Dept. of Conservation
Springfield, I1.
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7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

— excelient —deteriorated ___ unaltered X _original site
-X_ good —ruins _X_ altered —moved  date
— fair — unexposed

x addition

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
The Ygle County Courthouse is a large, basically square, three story

building, topped by a cupola, set on a high foundation with a full basement.

The building stands in a public square in the heart of the commercial
section of Oregon, which is in the center of the County.

The building is constructed of red pressed brick, reinforced with steel
girders, and trimmed with limestone (Naperville and Ashton, IL) on the.
entrance arches and stairs, as well as the window lintels and sills. At
the four corners, cupola-like dormered roofs break up the monotony of the
cross-shaped ridged roof. The center of the steeply angled slate roof is
topped with a large white wooden cupola which is spot lighted from sundown
to 11 p.m. throughout the year. The lights were provided by an anonymous
gift and the cost of perpetuation has been borne by the County.

Some windows are straight topped and others have a semi-circular arch

~sbove. In 1971 new entrance doors were installed and in 1972 aluminum

framed windows replaced the original wood framed windows. The gutters and
roof have been maintained throughout the years only as required.

The two entrances (one from the East and one from the West) have the
doors recessed behind an arch .and at the top of 11 stone steps. 7~ B

' The interior floors are all white pine wood - some of them now carpeted.

In most areas within the building the original woodwork - sills,
door frames and doors are oak. The walls are 12" thick concrete and are’
painted or covered with paneling. There is a double open stairway to
second and third floors at the west side entrance. In the center of the
Courthouse there is an elevator that goes from the basement to the third
floor. Ceilings on first floor are 15 feet high with 12 foot doorways.
The courtrooms on second floor have been remodeled and the ceilings
dropped to 10 feet.

Two Civil War cannon guard the East entrance. On the Southeast
corner of the Courthouse square a monument records and displays the

. names of men who served their (and our) county and nation. The monument

depicts both Confederate and Union soldiers with a figure depicting
Peace between. Noted sculptor Lorado Taft designed the monument which
was approved by the County Board of Supervisors in 1911. Bond and Bond
were the architects who completed the piece in 1916 and it was dedicated
the same year. The names of Civil War, Mexican War and the War of 1812
veterans,as well as some World War I (added at a later date, of course )
are 1listed. The names of veterans of more recent wars are listed on
plaques throughout the first floor of the Courthouse.

In 19¢6 a marble and stone monument was erected in front of the

~ older sculpture and this honors the memory of John F. Kennedy.

The first floor of the building now also is the site for a Hall of
Fame of Ogle County residents. This was established in 1976. Part of
the display is a mural showing important events of our nation as the
country grew from 1776 to 1976.

A Public Safety Building was constructed in 1969 and connected by

; g tunnel to the basement of the Courthouse. The building was designed with

simple lines and of brick and trim to blend into the surroundings as much
as possible.




. 8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 __ archeology-historic —__ conservation — law —_scilence

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture - economics — literature — sculpture

—1600-1699 _X_architecture —_ education —_ military ___social/

—1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering — music humanitarian

X __1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settiement __ philosophy — theater

X 1900- —_ communications — industry . politics/government ____ transportation
— invention — other (specify)

Specific dates 1891 Builder/Architect Charles A. Moses/George O. Garnsey

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Ogle County Courthouse is a prized landmark for the citizens in this
County of the North-Central part of Illinois. Situated in a square block
within the City limits of Oregon, it is admired by one and all for the
rock face trim, the lighted cupola which is visible for a long distance,
and for the green grass and trees which share space in the$quare with the
Civil War cannon and monuments to its fighting men. Tourists have been
known to drive out of their way to see the structure and artists have committed
the structure to lasting tribute. :

The first courthouse, completed in 1840, was burned to the ground by
Prairie Bandits before it could ever be used. The replacementwas completed
in 1848 and soon outgrown as the many records needed by the various offices
accumulated. The present building has been in constant use since it was
completed in 1891 and houses most of the activities of County government as
well as the records from the inception of the County in 183%6.

Ogle County has a long history, dating back to January 16, 1826, when
it was formally established by an act of the State Legislature. FPrior to
the formation of Ogle County, this area was a part of JoDaviess County,
with the County Seat at Galena. Settlers here had to travel to Galena, a
hard two day journey each way, to transact any and all official business.

When Ogle County was organized in 1836, it included the land now known
as Lee County. Rival interests led to a division of the territory with
Dixon named as the County Seat for Lee County in 1839.

With the division Ogle County was left with an area of 756 square miles
. measuring about %9 miles from East to West and 21 miles from North to South.
. There have been no changes in the boundary lines of Ogle County since that
. time. Oregon was established as the County seat in 1839. In the early
years of the County's history, the name of the town of Oregon was changed
. to Florence. In 1843 it was renamed Oregon and has remained that ever since.

Ogle County is named for Capt. Joseph Ogle, born in 1738 in Delaware. He
has been featured in m=ny accounts of battles with Indians in Illinois history.

A sign on the north lawn of the Courthouse square relates the*history of
. Thomas Ford. He was the 8th Governor of Illinois who served as a Circuit

~ Judge in Oregon before his nomination and election in 1842 to the office
- of Governor. o W Rt S : % L '
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Historical Records Survey, INVENTORY OF THE COUNTY ARCHIVES OF ILLINOIS,
Chicago, 1940 (basis was County records and State books on government)
OGLE COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION COMMISSION,
BICENTENNIAL HISTORY OF OGLE COUNTY, Oregon, 1976
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10. Geographical Data
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Lot 21, City of Oregon

4th St., Washington St., S5th St., and Jefferson Sts. form the boundary

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

nametitle Margaret A. Fridley, County Clerk-Recorder

organization Ogle County dote April 24, 1981
street & number Box 357 telephone
cityortown Oregon state 1L 61061

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ‘X state

As the designated State Historic Preservation Off for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusidn ig 1 r and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forthhb ecreation Service.

— local

ation and

State @ﬂc Preservation Officer signature

N -

GPO 938 83t
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Name ﬂ' AZO W MJMU anr-3

State, County VIL, Oagle Fed Nom or Request—Agency
Working Number 7 )5.¢). 339 °~ Federal Register Date
L/Nomination ' /Bidg(s) Within:
__ Determination of Eligiblity __Site __ Multiple Resource Area
__On Nomination Form: __Object __ Thematic Group
) __ Structure
Maps Distriet
Photos # 5 -
Nomination prepared by: . Action: ‘ Check if Appropriate:
__ State Staff ‘ __ACCEPT __ State Request for Review
___Local ETURN 7 28.9/ __Keeper's Decision to Review
_/Other __REJECT __2nd Return

-

I. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary) |

I. Evaluation of Nomination

Good

Adequate

Poor Comments

1. Descriptive Statement
Short Format  __ Yes __ No

2. Significance Statement
Short Format __ Yes __ No

3. Concepts/Integrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. Concepts/Boundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date See Attached __

National Park Service U;S. Department of the Interior




dnr-la
United States Department of the Interlor

- &/ ﬁNatlonal Park Sez.?
Name of Property /%A WM
~ State, County SW ﬂ’/

- Federal Agency 7, ;= /

L[4

The above nomination is being returned to you because of problems in the areas checked below and/or on the
back of this form. Please retum this form when the nomination is resubmltted

Technical Review

__Name
___Location

__Classification '
__ Category __ Ownership __Status .+ __ Present Use

___Owner of Property
__Location of Legal Description

_ Representation in Existing Surveys , :

__Description )
__Condition __ Original Site/Moved (w/date) -
__ Significance ; :
__ Period __ Areas of Significance __ Specific Dates

__Major Bibliographical References

_vGe/ographical Data
__Acreage Quad Name Quad Scale VﬁM
Verba.l Boundary Description and/or Site Plan or Tax Map

___Form Prepared By

__Certification
__Level of Significance __SHPO Signature __ Federal Signature
__ Photographs - '
__ Missing __Not Adequate in Quality
_VMa
I/ﬁs Map __Site Plan/Sketeh Map __ Historic District Map

Co : AJMWM USGES /wvt/» orm Mv/
_vComments %%W rngn/

“/0. W eta ‘!
__Substantive Réviéw Problems (see reverse)
é;w/ 7/ /%) aue 21 9B

Signed



~
Subst?én-tive Review , dnr-lb

__Description
__Incomplete/Inaccurate:

__ Alterations:

o _ Dates:

__ Boundary Selection/Justification:

__ Other:

_;—Significance -
___Too Weak or General:

__ Poorly Related to Resource:

- __Confusing/Incomplete:

__ Context:

__Integrity:

__ Period of Significance Unclear:

__Exception(s) to Criteria not Justified: . : T e

__ Other:

__ Bibliography:

__ Geographical Data
__Acreage: '

__ VBD:

__ Certification:

__ Photographs:
_Inadequate Coverage:

__Poorly Labeled/Not Keyed to Map

__Other:
__ Maps
__UsSGS ___Sketch
_ _ Missing
_ _ Location of Resource(s)
_ _ Boundary Lines
_ _ Discrepancies
_ _ Other
__Comments
Reviewer : Chief, Branch of Registration Date

tel: (202) 343-6401



lllinois Department of Conservation
life and land together

6t 01 JUL

605 WM. G, STRATTON BUILDING 400 SOUTH SPRING STREET ¢ SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE -~ ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601

Cavid Kennay, Directar o James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting
Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed are National Register nomination forms for the
following publicly owned sites:

Pulaski Park and Fieldhouse (Chicago)
Rosenwald Apartment Building (Chicago)
Ogle County Courthouse (Oregon)

Thank you for your prompt attention to these forms.
Sincerely,

bedth A. Sedldy,

Keith A. Sculle
National Register Coordinator

KAS :mw
Enclosures

JUL 15181 P

NATIONAL
REGISTER
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FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
historic OGLE COUNTY COURTHOUSE

and/or common

2. Location

street & number  Courthouse Square (Ill. Rt. 2 & 64 ) —___ not for publication
city, town Oregon — vicinity of congressional district 16
state Illinois code = 212 county Ogle : code [ |
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____district _X_public X__ occupied ___ agriculture —__ museum
X _ building(s) ___ private ____unoccupied ____ commercial ____park
— structure — both — work in progress — educational ___ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
—_ object — in process —_yes: restricted %3z government —_ scientific
____ being considered X _ yes: unrestricted —_industrial — transportation
N/A ___no ___ military ___other:

4. Owner of Property

name County of Ogle
Courthouse Square

street & number

city, town Oregon —__ vicinity of statel11inois

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. foice Of the Ogle County Clerk.-—Re corder

street & number PO Box 357

Oregon — I1linois 61061

city, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tittt Inventory of the County ArchiveBas this property been determined elegible? ___yes _X no
of Illinois
date July 1940 _ federal _X state ____ county ___local

depository for survey records I111inois Historical Records Survey Project

Chicago Illinois

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

___ excellent ___ deteriorated ___ unaltered _X_original site
_X good —___ruins _X_ altered ___moved date
—__fair ____ unexposed

R Bt x addition
i 1

Y | ‘E'
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Ygle County Courthouse is a large, basically square, three story
building, topped by a cupola, set on a high foundation with a full basement.
The building stands in a public square in the heart of the commercial
section of Oregon, which is in the center of the County.

The building is constructed of red pressed brick, reinforced with steel
girders, and trimmed with limestone (Naperville and Ashton, IL) on the
entrance arches and stairs, as well as the window lintels and sills. At
the four corners, cupola-like dormered roofs break up the monotony of the
cross-shaped ridged roof. The center of the steeply angled slate roof is
topped with a large white wooden cupola which is spot lighted from sundown
to 11 p.m. throughout the year. The lights were provided by an anonymous
gift and the cost of perpetuation has been borne by the County.

Some windows are straight topped and others have a semi-circular arch
above. In 1971 new entrance doors were installed and in 1972 aluminum
framed windows replaced the original wood framed windows. The gutters and
roof have been maintained throughout the years only as required.

The two entrances (one from the East and one from the West) have the
doors recessed behind an arch .and at the top of 11 stone steps. A
The interior floors are all white pine wood - some of them now carpeted.

In most areas within the building the original woodwork - sills,
door frames and doors are oak. The walls are 12" thick concrete and are
painted or covered with paneling. There is a double open stairway to
second and third floors at the west side entrance. In the center of the
Courthouse there is an elevator that goes from the basement to the third
floor. Ceilings on first floor are 15 feet high with 12 foot doorways.
The courtrooms on second floor have been remodeled and the ceilings
dropped to 10 feet.

Two Civil War cannon guard the East entrance. On the Southeast
corner of the Courthouse square a monument records and displays the
names of men who served their (and our) county and nation. The monument
depicts both Confederate and Union soldiers with a figure depicting
Peace between. Noted sculptor ILorado Taft designed the monument which
was approved by the County Board of Supervisors in 1911. Bond and Bond
were the architects who completed the piece in 1916 and it was dedicated
the same year. The names of Civil War, Mexican War and the War of 1812
veterans,as well as some World War I (added at a later date, of course)
are listed. The names of veterans of more recent wars are listed on
plagues throughout the first floor of the Courthouse.

In 1966 a marble and stone monument was erected in front of the
older sculpture and this honors the memory of John F. Kennedy.

The first floor of the building now also is the site for a Hall of
Fame of Ogle County residents. This was established in 1976. Part of
the display is a mural showing important events of our nation as the
country grew from 1776 to 1976.

A Public Safety Building was constructed in 1969 and connected by
a tunnel to the basement of the Courthouse. The building was designed with
simple lines and of brick and trim to blend into the surroundings as much
as possible.



FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet 0gle County Courthouse Item number ©

2. Inventory of Historic Landmarks in Ogle County
January 1973, Il.Dept. of Conservation
Springfield, Il.

3. Inventory of Historic Structures in Ogle County
October 1972, Il.Dept. of Conservation
Springfield, Il.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation — law — science

— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics __literature ___ sculpture

—_1600-1699 _X_ architecture — education — military —social/

— 1700-1799 ____ art —__engineering —___ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

X 1900- —_ communications — industry X politics/government ____ transportation
—_invention — other (specify)

Specific dates 1891 Builder/Architect Charles A. Moses/George O. Garnsey

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Ogle County Courthouse is a prized landmark for the citizens in this
County of the North-Central part of Illinois. ©Situated in a square block
within the City limits of Oregon, it is admired by one and all for the
rock face trim, the lighted cupola which is visible for a long distance,
and for the green grass and trees which share space in the square with the
Civil War cannon and monuments to its fighting men. Tourists have been
known to drive out of their way to see the structure and artists have committed
the structure to lasting tribute.

The first courthouse, completed in 1840, was burned to the ground by
Prairie Bandits before it could ever be used. The replacementwas completed
in 1848 and soon outgrown as the many records needed by the various offices
accumulated. The present building has been in constant use since it was
completed in 1891 and houses most of the activities of County government as
well as the records from the inception of the County in 1836.

Ogle County has a long history, dating back to January 16, 1836, when
it was formally established by an act of the State Legislature. Prior to
the formation of Ogle County, this area was a part of JoDaviess County,
with the County Seat at Galena.:  Settlers here had to travel to Galena, a
hard two day journey each way, to transact any and all official business.

When Ogle County was organized in 1836, it included the land now known
as Lee County. Rival interests led to a division of the territory with
Dixon named as the County Seat for Lee County in 1839.

With the division Ogle County was left with an area of 756 square miles
measuring about 39 miles from East to West and 21 miles from North to South.
There have been no changes in the boundary lines of Ogle County since that
time. Oregon was established as the County seat in 18329. In the early
years of the County's history, the name of the town of Oregon was changed
to Florence. In 1843 it was renamed Oregon and has remained that ever since.

Ogle County is named for Capt. Joseph Ogle, born in 1738 in Delaware. He
has been featured in m=ny accounts of battles with Indians in Illinois history.

A sign on the north lawn of the Courthouse square relates the history of
Thomas Ford. He was the 8th Governor of Illinois who served as a Circuit
Judge in Oregon before hlS nomination and electlon in 1842 to the office
of Governor.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Historical Records Survey, INVENTORY OF THE COUNTY ARCHIVES OF ILLINOIS,
Chicago, 1940 (basis was County records and State books on government)

OGLE COUNTY AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION COMMISSION,
BICENTENNIAL HISTORY OF OGLE COUNTY, Oregon, 1976

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property less than 1 acre
Quadrangle name OREGON (ILLINO)S
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Quadrangle scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Lot 21, City of Oregon
4th St., Washington St., 5th St., and Jefferson Sts. form the boundary

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Margaret A. Fridley, County Clerk-Recorder

name/title

organization Ogle County dite APTAL 24, 1981
street & number  Box 357 telephone

cityortown Oregon state 1L 61061

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national )(- state — local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Of for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—

State Hisforic Preservation Officer signature

\U v t 3
title [

GPO 938 835
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lllinois Department of Conservation
life and land together

605 WM. G. STRATTCON BUILDING 400 SOUTH SPRING STREET e SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO LASALLE 60601

David Kenney, Director e James C felfrich, Assistant Director

August 11, 1981

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting

Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places

National Park Service

U. S. Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
We are resubmitting the nomination for the Ogle County Courthouse.

Since a more recent USGS map with UTM ticks was not available, we have
calculated the latitude and longitude.

If you have additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Michael Ward

Assistant National
Register Coordinator

MW/ 1w
Enclosures







1.0gle County Courthouse
2.0regon, IL,

3.Margaret Fridley
4.April 1981

5.with photographer
6.view looking Nw
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1.0gle County Courthouse
2.0regon, IL

3.Margaret Fridley

4.April 1981

5.with photographer

6.view looking west (east facade)

7.#2 of 5
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1.0gle County Courthouse
2.0regon, IL

3.Margaret Fridley
4.ppril 1981

5.with photographer
6.West facade

7.#3 0f 5
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1.0gle County Courthouse
2.0regon, IL

3.Margaret Fridley
4.April 1981

5.with photographer
6.view looking SE

7.#4 0f 5
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1.0gle County Courthouse
2.0regon, IL

3.Margaret Fridley
4.April 1981

5.with photographer
6.view looking N
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
ILLINOIS

STATE

Date Entered SEP | 0 1981

Name Location
Ogle County Courthouse Oregon
Ogle County

Also Notified

Honorable Alan Dixon

Honorable Charles H. Percy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Lynn Martin Dr. David Kenney
Midwest Region, NPS Director, Department of Conservation

602 State Office Building
400 South Spring Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706

NR Eady/bjr/9/16/81
For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 343=640ds.

272-3504



