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1. Name 

tor HCRS use onty 

|e*ived JUL 21 
••te entered 

historic i ^ a r a h ^ M a r t i n / ̂ o u s e 

and/Of common G e o r g e N e l s o n M o r r i s H o u s e 

2. Location 
street & number 3 1 0 E a s t B r o a d w a y not for publication 

city, town M o n m o u t h vicinity ol congressional district 1 9 t h 

state I l l i n o i s ^^^^ 0 1 2 county W a r r e n code 1 8 7 

3. Ciassification 
Category Ownersh ip 

district pubiic 
X buildlng(s) x prtvate 

. ^ atructure . Ijoth 
site Pub i i c Acqu i s i t i on 
object in process 

. being considered 

Sta tus 
x_. occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

A c c e s s i b l e 
X- yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present U s e 
. agriculture 
commerciai 
educational 
entertainment 
govemment 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
sclentltic 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name G e o r q e N e l s o n M o r r i s 

street & number 3 1 0 E a s t B r o a d w a y 

city, town M o n m o u t h vicinity ot state I l l i n o i s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Warren County Courthouse 

street & number Publ ic Square 

city, town Monmouth 
state I l l i n o i s 

6. Representation in Surveys 
title I I I , H i s t o r i c Structures Survey has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date October, 1972 federal J B — state county local 

depository for survey records 405 East Washington 

city, town S p r i n g f i e l d state I l l i n o i s 



IS 

7. Description 

Condition Checic one Checic one 
. excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 
. good . ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physicai appearance 

The Martin home at 310 East Broadway, Monmouth, I l l i n o i s , e x h i b i t s a l l 
the p a r a p h e r n a l i a , i n s i d e and out, of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e known as the 
I t a l i a n V i l l a . Although the house l a c k s a tower, i t does possess a small 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c cupola s l i g h t l y r a i s e d on the center of the roof. A low 
s l i g h t l y p i t c h e d roof w i t h elegant f l a r e d eaves, supported by the usual 
g r a c e f u l brackets, d e n t i l s and b e a u t i f u l medallions adorn the house on a l l 
s i d e s . Composed of two s t o r i e s , the home shows a f u l l basement and a t t i c . 
There are three enormous bays surrounding the home, one i n each f r o n t l i v i n g 
room and one i n the master d i n i n g area. The windows i n the home show the 
t y p i c a l I t a l i a n V i l l a a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e by being grouped on the upper 
s t o r y mainly i n twos w i t h hoodmolds, and the bays grouped i n fo u r s . The 
a t t i c has the obvious two rounded windows i n the cupola a l l o w i n g l i g h t to 
penetrate i n t o t h i s area. S t r u c t u r a l l y speaking the w a l l s are composed of 
four l a y e r s of s o l i d b r i c k , which makes the w a l l s almost s i x t e e n inches 
t h i c k . Some w a l l s i n s i d e are as much as twenty two inches t h i c k and are 
s o l i d . The roof i s composed of the o r i g i n a l copper m a t e r i a l , which has 
been sealed to a l l o w f o r i t s d u r a b i l i t y . Cut stone headers over a l l the 
windows and f r o n t door are h e a v i l y ornamented and a r t i c u l a t e d t o e f f e c t the 
gracefulness and beauty of the home. The c a s t i r o n headers over the double 
windows on the second f l o o r d e p i c t the o r i g i n a l wood carvings p r o c l a i m i n g 
the date the home was completed 1878. So many a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s account 
f o r the r e l a t i v e l y long c o n s t r u c t i o n time, as the home was s t a r t e d i n 1875. 
Facing you as you look at the f r o n t of the house i s an enormous f r o n t 
porch, which wraps around the west corner of the house, t h i s presents a 
picturesque s i g h t which was so common i n the I t a l i a n V i l l a homes. There 
are two chimneys, each i s double enabling the home t o be e f f e c t i v e l y heated. 
Gracing the f r o n t of the homes are three b e a u t i f u l , a l l o r i g i n a l , leaded-
glas s windows. There are a l s o two b e a u t i f u l o r i g i n a l etched g l a s s windows, 
one i n the f r o n t door and one above i t . Surrounding most of the home i s 
the o r i g i n a l ornamental i r o n fence. This fence was s p e c i a l l y made and 
erected i n 1878, i t s t i l l has three stone headers one at the southwest -
corner and two supporting the west s i d e . 

The i n s i d e of the house has r e t a i n e d almost a l l of i t s o r i g i n a l ' 
feat u r e s . As you enter the f r o n t h a l l , you are greeted by a b e a u t i f u l 
f l o a t i n g walnut s p i r a l s t a i r c a s e , which ascends t h i r t y three f e e t up t o 
the second f l o o r , and has r e t a i n e d the o r i g i n a l l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s . There 
are doors e n t e r i n g i n t o each of the two f r o n t rooms, each door i s h e a v i l y 
a r t i c u l a t e d w i t h massive moulding. A l l of the doors and windows on the 
f i r s t f l o o r are surrounded by t h i s massive moulding which i s t r u l y a 
masterpiece i n i t s e l f . Most of the woodwork and moulding on the f i r s t 
f l o o r i s walnut. A l l the doors i n the house are topped by transoms. 
Most of the f i r s t f l o o r transoms c o n t a i n the o r i g i n a l etched g l a s s . 
The f i r e p l a c e i s supported by two g r a c e f u l p i l l a r s h e a v i l y a r t i c u l a t e d 
w i t h b e a u t i f u l gold medallions and l e a f i n g . A l s o adoring the f i r e p l a c e 
i s the o r i g i n a l I t a l i a n marble t i l e . Everyone comments on the hardwood 
f l o o r s which i n themselves are a masterpiece of workmanship and design. 
They are oak w i t h dark walnut t r i m on the outer edges and geometric 
designs at each corner. 

The f r o n t entrance porch (now l a c k i n g i t s b a l l u s t r a d e ) and the beveled 

glass found near the entran-^e were added c.1890 and complement the o r i g i n a l 
design. 
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A l l of the bays have oak parquet f l o o r s i n them. The house has 
a l l of i t s o r i g i n a l f e a t u r e s : s l i d i n g doors, being r e s t o r e d now, f o l d i n g 
doors of the French v a r i e t y being r e s t o r e d now, a l l the o r i g i n a l hardware, 
p o r c e l a i n knobs and some o r i g i n a l l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s . In the master 
d i n i n g room one might note the l o c a t i o n of the dumb-waiter. 



8. Significance 

Per iod A reas of S ign i f i cance—Check and just i fy be low 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 ..archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics - .literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _IS_ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

X 1600-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy — theater 
_ X 190O- communications Industry politics/government transportation 

invention ^ _ other (specify) 
L o c a l H i s t o r y 

Spec i f i c da tes - Bu i lde r A rch i tec t M e s s r s . D u n n a n d S t e v e n s 

s ta temen t of S ign i f i cance (In one paragraph) 

This house has been i d e n t i f i e d by the I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c S t r u c t u r e s 
Survey as one of only a dozen houses i n Warren County (1970 po p u l a t i o n : 
21,595) m e r i t i n g i n d i v i d u a l l i s t i n g on the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r on the 
bas i s of a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . Moreover, f o r over seventy years 
t h i s home was owned by Miss Sarah M a r t i n , a lady of great d i g n i t y and 
elegance. Thus, not only does t h i s home e x h i b i t a b e a u t i f u l a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
s t y l e , but i t glows, too, w i t h c u l t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l events which 
helped play an important r o l e i n the e a r l y development of Monmouth and 
of Warren County. 

HISTORY 

In 18 32 Hugh M a r t i n , grandfather of Sarah M a r t i n , came t o Warren 
County t o s e t t l e . The Martin f a m i l y was one of the f i r s t t o s e t t l e i n 
t h i s area and l a t e r became one of the l e a d i n g f a m i l i e s of Warren County. 
In t h i s same year, W i l l i a m Martin (who would have been Sarah Martin's 
uncle) was murdered and scalped by r a i d i n g Indians. Throughout the 
county d e t a i l s of t h i s t r a g i c event were heard, f o r c i n g s e t t l e r s to 
f l e e t o the present-day s i t e of Monmouth f o r p r o t e c t i o n . 

Miss Sarah Martin's f a t h e r was John M a r t i n , an e a r l y Warren Cotinty 
farmer and businessman. During these e a r l y years John Martin became 
w e l l known not only f o r h i s farming a b i l i t i e s but a l s o f o r h i s great 
generosity and kindness to other people of the community. John Martin 
helped plan out the present day v i l l a g e of L i t t l e York, I l l i n o i s , known 
before as M a r t i n s v i l l e . He al s o was the f i r s t to i n i t i a t e a plan f o r 
the f i r s t church organized i n Warren Cotinty and the f i r s t school i n 
L i t t l e York. Later a d d i t i o n s t o the v i l l a g e of L i t t l e York were c a l l e d 
Martins a d d i t i o n i n honor of John Ma r t i n . John Martin was made one of 
the o r i g i n a l t r u s t e e s of L i t t l e York, and a l s o the commissioner of the 
roads. 

In 1862 John Martin married Sarah Gibson. They had four c h i l d r e n , 
three boys and one g i r l , who was named Sarah E l i z a b e t h M a r t i n , Although 
s t i l l l i v i n g i n the L i t t l e York area John Martin was very a c t i v e i n the 
a f f a i r s i n Monmouth and throughout Warren County. In 186 3 he helped 
organize the F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank i n Monmouth and was appointed d i r e c t o r 
of the board. A f t e r the opening of Monmouth College i n 1853 John Martin 
became a very warm and clo s e f r i e n d of judge Ivory Quinby. John Martin 
donated much money t o Monmouth College and a l s o much of h i s v a l u a b l e 
time. Mr. Martin was q u i t e w e l l known f o r the sovmdness of h i s judgement 
and the candor w i t h which he expressed h i s o p i n i o n s . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
See Continuation Sheet 

ACREAGE NOT VERIFIED 
10. Geographical Data HIM NOT VERinED 
Acreage of nominated property _ l £ S J 
Quadrangle name Monmouth 
UMT References 

*LLL£I IV.^l3./I^.V.5l 
Zone Easting Northing 

c L U I I . I . • I » • I 

GL 

.acre 
Quadrangle scale 11 6 2 5 0 0 

J I I . I . . I I . I . I . . I 
Zone Easting Northing 

• L i J I I • I > • 1 I • I I I . i I 
I I • I ' > I I • I I I II I 

J L J L L L ^ I I I I I M I 
U J I I • I . I I I i 
L U I I • I I I I I i I . I . : 

Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and Just i f i ca t ion 
Part of l o t s 2, 3 and 7 of Block 13 i n the Old Town Plat of Monmouth, 
I l l i n o i s . ( 

L is t a i l s l a t e s and coun t i es tor p roper t ies over iapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Mr. George Nelson Morris 

organization date November, 1979 

street & number 310 East Broadway 

city or town Monmouth 

telephone 309-734-5177 o r 309-734-4577 

state I l l i n o i s \ 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclus 
according to the criteria and procedures set foi 

State fji^torlc Preservation Officer signature 

for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89 -
National Rebister and certify that it has l>een evaluated 

ie Uegtage ConaefVation and Recreation Service. 

title e J ^ ^ 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certtty that this property^ inciuded in the National Register certif 

A ' ^ ' ^ Keeper of the National Register 

Attest date /O. f , I 
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In 1875 John M a r t i n loaned a great sum of money t o a Mr. Cotes t o 
b u i l d a b e a u t i f u l home on East Broadway i n Monmouth. When t h i s home 
was completed i t was the most t a l k e d about home i n the area. I t was 
noted f o r i t s beauty and l a v i s h f u r n i s h i n g s - Not being able t o repay 
t h i s money Mr. Cotes was forced t o turn the home over t o Mr. M a r t i n . 
In 18 80 as f a t e would have i t , both Mr. Ma r t i n and h i s wi f e d i e d , one 
month t o the day apart. Sarah Martin i n h e r i t e d the home at t h i s time 
although she was but 14 years o l d . 

During t h i s p e r i o d of time i t was not customary f o r a woman to 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n anyway i n the world of c u l t u r e and thought. I t was a l s o 
not wise to give her the p r i v i l e g e of a higher education. This was 
not true of Sarah M a r t i n , The plan f o r a l l the Ma r t i n c h i l d r e n was 
to become as h i g h l y educated as was p o s s i b l e . Sarah Martin entered 
Monmouth College i n 1887 and f i n i s h e d i n 1891. While at Monmouth 
College Sarah Martin took a l l the l i t e r a r y and humanity courses 
p o s s i b l e . Being educated i n the humanities had prepared Sarah f o r her 
up and coming s o c i a l l i f e i n Monmouth. " L i z z i e " , as Sarah was more 
commonly known, loved t o e n t e r t a i n people i n her home. She loved t o 
e n t e r t a i n l a r g e groups of people f o r a l l types of s o c i a l gatherings. 
During these years Sarah t r a v e l e d throughout Europe e x t e n s i v e l y p i c k i n g 
up a l l the knowledge p o s s i b l e . Sarah was a f i r m b e l i e v e r i n education 
f o r everyone. She donated much of her time t o Monmouth College l i k e her 
f a t h e r before her. In a d d i t i o n t o the time and thought given to Monmouth 
College she made l a r g e donations of money t o the c o l l e g e . I t i s 
doubt f u l whether there was a person i n Monmouth whose op i n i o n on any 
question c a r r i e d g r e a t e r weight than d i d Sarah's. In appearance and 
manner she was somewhat of a small lady but she was very tenderhearted. 
She was very modest and w i l l i n g t o give of h e r s e l f t o help everybody. 
Above a l l Sarah was a C h r i s t i a n . During her l i f e t i m e Sarah was asked 
to e n t e r t a i n at many s o c i a l events. Being an accomplished musician 
she d i d much e n t e r t a i n i n g i n the Monmouth area. 

In 1914 Sarah M a r t i n married Mr. John Fahey a man who was employed 
by the Rock I s l a n d R a i l r o a d . They were married by judge Loren Murphy 
i n the east f r o n t s i t t i n g room of Sarah's home. This was proclaimed 
as the s o c i a l event of the year i n Monmouth, A f t e r t h e i r marriage 
Mr. & Mrs. Fahey t r a v e l e d throughout Europe v i s i t i n g f r i e n d s Sarah 
had made e a r l i e r i n her l i f e . Mr. and Mrs. Fahey continued t o enter ­
t a i n throughout t h e i r stay i n Monmouth. In the l a t e 1920 Mr. and Mrs. 
Fahey moved t o Sunnyvale, C a l i f o r n i a to make t h e i r home. Sarah s t i l l 
r e t a i n e d her home i n Monmouth at 310 East Broadway. In 1945 Sarah 
s o l d her Monmouth home and i n 194 9 Mrs. L u c i l l e Winter purchased the 
home. In 1969 Mrs. Winter moved t o C a l i f o r n i a t o make her home wit h 
her son Robert Winter. 

The current owners purchased the home i n October 1976. 
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1. Whiffen, Marcus. American A r c h i t e c t u r e Since 1780 A Guide t o the 
S t y l e s . The M.I.T. Press, Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e of Technology, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts and London, England, 1969. 

2. Drury, John. Old I l l i n o i s Houses. S p r i n g f i e l d , I l l i n o i s , p r i n t e d 
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4. Gowans, A l l a n . Images of American L i v i n g Four Centuries of 
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I wish to acknowledge the f o l l o w i n g people f o r t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e and 
i n t e r v i e w s , 

Mr. Robert Winter, 626 Arroya B l v d . , Pasadena, C a l i f o r n i a . November 28, 
1979. October 1, 1979. September 3, 1979. August 9, 1979. June 2, 
1979. December 15, 1976. May 18, 1977. December 12, 1977. January 15, 
1978. February 5, 1978. A p r i l 3, 1978. August 12, 1978. October 28, 
1978. January 12, 1979. 

Mrs. L u c i l l e Winter, 626 Arroya B l v d . , Pasadena, C a l i f o r n i a . Same 
dates as above. 

Mrs. Hugh Mar t i n . Wilmette, I l l i n o i s , August 12, 1979. 
Mr. Hugh M a r t i n . Wilmette, I l l i n o i s , November 26, 1979. 
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B i b l i o g r a p h y (Continued) 

Mrs, Dorothy Shaver, 202 North 3rd. S t . , Monmouth, I l l i n o i s . D a i l y 
f o r the l a s t one and one-half years. 

Mrs. Hubert Wray, 903 East 2nd. Ave., Monmouth, I l l i n o i s . October 12, 
1979. J u l y 15, 1979. May 1, 1979. January 13, 1978. 

Mrs. A l i c e M a r t i n . 317 South 9th S t . , Monmouth, I l l i n o i s , November 13, 
1979. December 4, 1979. 

Mrs. Mabel McCoy. 402 South 3rd. St., Monmouth, I l l i n o i s . November 12, 
1979. October 13, 1979. 

Mr. Thomas Brooks. 415 South 3rd. St., Monmouth, I l l i n o i s . December 3, 
1979. November 3, 1979. October 15, 1979. J u l y 6, 1979. 

Mr. and Mrs, W i l l i a m Ventress, 9525 Whitgate Lane, C i n c i n n a t i , Ohio. 
October 3, 1979. 

Mrs, Marie Gabby. 317 North 10th St., Monmouth, I l l i n o i s . March 4, 
1979. November 13, 1979. 

Church of Jesus C h r i s t L a t t e r Day S a i n t s , S a l t Lake C i t y , Utah. October 15, 
1979. Main Headquarters f o r Geneological Research. 

Huntington Beach Chamber of Commerce, Huntington Beach, C a l i f o r n i a . 
October 15, 1979. 

Mr. Ray Whiteman. L i t t l e York, I l l i n o i s . May 15, 1979. 

Mr. Charles Hallam, 600 East 1st Avenue, Monmouth, I l l i n o i s . August 15, 
1979. November 1, 1979. 
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60 Feet o f f East end of l o t 7 
60 Feet East side of l o t 3 
1*5 Rods o f f East end of l o t 2 block 13 i n Old Town p l a t t of Monmouth, 
I l l i n o i s . 
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City of Monmouth 
CITY Hr\LL 

112 North Main Street 
MonnioutJi, Illmois 61462 

GEORGE M.BI-RSTl'D 
Mayor 

BETTY A. BROWN 
City Clerk 

May 1 5 , 1980 ., 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
David Kenney 
c/o Jeffrey S. Flemming 
111. Dept of Conservation Div.-
of Histoiic Sites 
405 E, VJashington St. 
Springfield, 111. 62706 

Gentlaiaen: 

In reply to ̂ dur letter of Kay 8, 1980, regarding the Sarah Martin House, 
310 E. Broadway, Monmouth, 111. and the Quinby House, 605 Nor^h 6th St, , 
Monmouth, 111., both are h i s t o r i a l homes i n our community. 

However, we feel we have other h i s t o r i c a l homes and sites that should be 
preserved, especially tlie Warren County Court House in Monmouth. 

There i s some sentiment here that, any house or s i t e , considered, should 
be open to the public, and not s t r i c t l y a residential property. I f grants 
or tax incentives are elgible, then the house or si t e should be declared 
as such, and open to the public, for the enjoyment and benefit of a l l citizens, 
instead of one in<aividual or family. 

We do not object to these two sites being nominated, but we feel we have 
many other homes and sites that are also worthy of his t o r i c a l pronilnence, 
and we do not feel, private owners should benefit from grants and taxes. 
Many communities have a majority of homes, in a particular section, that 
are historical a:id of certain architectural design, that could easily qualify. 

Sincerely, 

Pat L. McManus 
Mayor Pro-Tem 

PLM/mm 



tity of Monmouth 
CJ'l 'Y I I A L L 

! 1 2 N n r l h Main Street 
i.lonjnout'i, Illinois 61'162 

GEOHGEM. BERST!'!) 
Mayor 

DETTY A. BRO\Vr>! 
Cily Clerk 

June 23, 1980 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
David Kenney 
CO J e f f r e y S. Flemming 
111. Departtnent of Conservation Division 
of Historic Sites 
405 E. Washington Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 

Gentlemen: 

On May 15th I sent you a letter commenting on two historical 
landmarks in our Community and on the program in general. I have 
to admit, with a great deal of embarrassment, that I knew next to 
nothing aljout tiie program at the time. I have since had an opp­
ortunity to become'better informed, and I would like to of.fer, at 
least, additional comments. 

Both homes are of great historic signifigance to Warren 
County and the City of l-lonmouth having belonged to some of the 
key citizens of Monmouths past. Over the years a great deal of 
time and e f f o r t has been expended on the restoration of the 
buildings and research of their history. E f f o r t s have been 
made to share the rich history and architectural beauty of the 
properties with the public. In f a c t , thousands of people have 
been through Ijoth homes. 

These properties are indeed important landmarks to our 
community and I hope that my earlier uninformed coiments will 
not jeopardize their chances of favorable consideration. 

Very truly yours. 

Pat L. McManus, Mayor Pro-Tem 
City of Monmouth 

PL^l:bb 



City of Monmouth 

Keeper of the National Register 
440 B Street N. W. 
Washington D.C. 20243 

CITY HALL 
112 North Main Street 

Monmouth, Illinois 61462 
GEORGE M. BERSTED 

Mayor 
BETTY A. BROWN 

City Clerk 
I 

July 16, 1980 

Dear Sir: 

As Mayor Pro-Tem of the City of Monmouth, I am sending t h i s 
l e t t e r i n support of the favorable consideration of the jsarah 
^^artin_iiQ]jse, 310 East Broadway i n Monmouth, owned by George Nelson 
Morris. This gracious old home has been meticulously and pains­
takingly restored and maintained by Mr. Morris and i s a community 
landmark that we are a l l proud of. 

The Martin family was one of the most respected i n Monmouth's 
early history. They were instrumental i n numerous developmental 
eff o r t s including the establishment of our f i r s t bank. They were 
t r u l y some of our f i r s t important pioneers and helped shape Monmouth's 
future to make i t what i t i s today. 

I strongly urge that the Sarah Martin House be included. 

Pat L. McManus 
Mayor Pro-Tem 
City of Monmouth 

PLM/tom 





^ . -

' R e v i e w A t l a s 
• R e v i e w A l i a s 
J ^ e v l e w At las . 

400 S O U T H M A I N S T R E E T 
M O N M O U T H , I L L I N O I S 61462 
T E L E P H O N E 309/734-3176 

July 16, 1980 

Keeper of the National Register 
hho G. St, N.W, 
Washington, D.C. 202U3 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I am familar with the Sarah Hartin House, presently owned by George 
Nelson Morris, located at 310 E. Broadway, Monmouth, I l l i n o i s which 
was recently nominated by the State of I l l i n o i s to be approved for 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

This home i s an asset to our community. Mr, Morris takes pride In 
his home and i s enthusiastic about i t ' s preservation, 

I heartily endorse the nomination. 

Sincerely 

Mark VaiKpatten 
Publisher 
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MONMOUTH AREA 

CHAMBER of COMMERCE 
Post Office Box 245 
Monmouth, Illinois 61462 
Telephone 309/734-3181 

The Hub of Agri-Business' 

July 17, 1980 

Keeper of the National Register 
440 G St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Gentlemen, 

We i n the Monmouth Area are extremely pleased with the 
honors and p u b l i c i t y given to the/Sarah Martin House 
now owned by Mr. George Nelson Morris. ^Viis^Kouse^TTas 
long been an object of my personal qdmiration as well 
as the community's. I f i n d i t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y pure, 
bea u t i f u l and h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n the community 
and the Martin family. 

Mr. Morris has worked hard and spent much time i n research 
and restoration. He maintains t h i s house c a r e f u l l y and 
has been most generous i n sharing i t with the interested 
public. 

We i n the Monmouth Area Chamber of Commerce are most 
pleased that you are considering this house for the 
National Register. We f e e l i t is com.pletely deserving 
and hope you w i l l agree. 

Sincerely 

B. D. Smallwood, President 





1020 Eait Detroit Ave. 
Monmouth, II, 6l462 
July 17, 1980 

Keeper of tbe National Ragiiter 
440 a Street N.W, 
Waihlngton, ,13.0. 20243 

Dear Sir, 
It Is with great pleaiure that I endorse the 

nomination of the Sara Martin House fer placement on the 
National Register of Historio Places. 

Through the tireless efforts of Its present owner, 
George N, Morris, the historic heritage mf tbo Sara Martin 
House has been preaerved fer future generations. 

Tbe City of Monmouth is proud and honored to have 
tbe Sara Martin House listed aa one of its historic landmarks. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert T. Matson 
Alderman 
City of Monmouth 





OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE 
I] 1600 CAMPUS ROAD LOS ANGELE.S, CALIFORNIA 90041 

. ^ ^ A - . . . ' Departinent of History (213} 259-2751 
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B O X 9 6 a S \ L d f e l S i 1040 S T R A T T O N B U I L D I N G 

B U S H N E L U . I L L I N O I S 6 1 4 2 2 \ S V w ^ - ^ ^ l M I S P R I N G F I E L D , I L L I N O I S 627061 
3 0 9 / 7 7 2 - 2 0 2 7 \ S i ' ( 2 1 7 / 7 8 2 - 7 2 7 7 

ILLINOIS STATE SENATE 

KENNETH G. McMILLAN 
4 7 T H D I S T R I C T 

J u l y 21, 1980 

Keeper of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
440 G S t r e e t , N.W. \ 
Washington, D.C. 20 24 3 \ 

Dear S i r : 

I t i s my understanding t h a t the Sarah M a r t i n House 
i n Monmouth, I l l i n o i s , c u r r e n t l y owned by Mr. George 
M o r r i s , i s being considered f o r s p e c i a l d e s i g n a t i o n 
by the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c a l Landmarks. 

Even though I do not pretend t o be knowledgeable 
about h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n , I am indeed proud t h a t 
I represent i n the I l l i n o i s Senate an area which 
claims s i t u s of a home such as the Sarah M a r t i n 
House which c e r t a i n l y has outstanding and w e l l 
documented h i s t o r i c and a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t i e s . 

I am con f i d e n t t h a t the Sarah M a r t i n House w i l l r e ­
c e i v e every c o n s i d e r a t i o n when i t i s considered f o r 
d e s i g n a t i o n i n the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 

i c e r e l y , 

Kenneth G. 



rriL ,1111. It L ... ,j. I i.i-jb'u 

DATE RCC D 

DATE ACi, 

IMITIALii 

^tLLl*i^U^L CALL (.•iTTACKEU) 





OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE 
1600 CAMl'US ROAD LOS AKGF.LES, CALJraRIsilA <;H041 

Department of History (213) 259-T/:d 

Gentlemen: 

I am writing this letter to you on "behalf of Mr. George Morris of 
Monmouth, I l l i n o i s . 

F i r s t of a l l let me introduce myself to you. I am Robert Winter of Pasajdena, 
Califomia. Please permit me to establish more of my o f f i c i a l credentials. 
X am the chairman of the department of history of Occidental College i n Los 
Angeles, California, I also am an architectural historian, a former national 
director of the Society of Architectural Historians. I am chairman of the 
Pasadena Cultural Heritage Commission, and Vice President of the Los Angeles 
Cultural Heritage Board. I amco-author of A Guide to Architecture i n San 
Francisco and Northem California, (1974) and A Guide to Architecture i n Los 
Angeles and Southem Califom.ia, (1977). At the present time I live i n the 
Emest A. Batchedden house which last yeax was recognized as of material 
Importance and was placed i n the National Begister. 

I would like to t e l l you about the Martin home i n Monmouth, I l l i n o i s now 
owned by George N. Morris and about the possibility of l i s t i n g i t i n the 
National liegister of Historic Places, The MartiJi home at 310 East Broadway 
i s one of the finest examples of the Italian V i l l a architectural style that I 
have seen i n Monmouth or anywhere else i n the United States. If i t were i n 
Southem Califomia, i t would be highly treasured. He have an Italinate house 
in Heritage Square which i s now being restored by the Colonial Dames, While 
i t i s larger than the xMartin home in Monmouth, i t i s no better in i t s architec­
tural style and suffers from having had many of i t s interior features removed. 
It i s on the National Register and well deserves that recognition. The .Martin 
home in Monmouth has a l l of i t s original features iiicliKiing sliding and folding 
doors with a l l of their original metalwork, and a lovely s p i r a l floating 
walnut Btair-ca.se. Also the Martin home has leaded windows and a fireplace 
with the original t i l e s s t i l l i n place. A l l of the doors up and down have 
trareums above so.me of which have the original etched glass beautifully done. 
The exterior of the home exhibits a l l the paraphenelia of the Italian V i l l a 
style,, a low pitched roof with flared eaves which have the usual brackets, 
dentils and madallions. There are three enormous bay windows which run from 
the floor to the ceilings. The porch i s wrapped around the west comer and 
thus compases a picturesque massing even though i t s details are classical. 
The case-stone headers over the windows and doors are heavily articulated in 
the central gable on the second floor with a carving proclaiming "I878" the 
yeax the home was built. 

Except for a square tower, the home i s a perfect example of what Andrew Jackson 
Downing called "the American Style", a blending of the classical and the 
pictxiresque. As I mentioned above the home was constructed i n "I878", by the 
Martin family who helped and established Warren County i n Monmouth so many 
years before. There have been no types of physical changes i n this house. 
The home has been completely restored to i t s original style changing nothing 
only bringing out i t s true beauty, 
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OCCIDENTAL. COLLEGE 
1600 CAMPUS ROAD LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90041 
Department of History (213) 2.S9-275I 

I realize that my personal involvement with this home i s obvious. I t should 
bo because my mother, Lucile White Winter, owned i t for many years and I 
visited i t often. I am responsible for saving the original omamental iron 
fence, most of which i s s t i l l in place, which surrounds the home. The floors 
i n the downstairs of the home are the most unusual I have ever seen. Not only 
ssiNJ they parquet but around the outer edges they are designed i n dark walnut 
wood, I hope you w i l l give this home great consideration when discussing this 
request. It truly has to be one of the finest and best b u i l t homes in Westem 
I l l i n o i s and possibly the state of I l l i n o i s . Also the history of i t s original 
inhabitants the Martin family who designed the home and b u i l t i t could go 
on and on. I f you have any further questions please c a l l George N. Morris, 
Monmouth, I l l i n o i s C309-73'+-5177). 

Sincerely, 

111 October of I858 Abraham Lincoln had a debate with Mr. Douglas across from 
where the Martin home now stands and also stayai at the hotel which was next 
to i t , this was toam down many years ago. "̂ ou see I could go on and on about 
the history of this home and so raany notlble persons. 



43« 

Bmontbl* KMMth 6. McdtLllan 
I l l iMls Stats $«swta 
1040 Stnttoi BwlldlKg 
SpzlacflAld, miAoi* 62706 

Bear Mr. MBttUlaat 

£or ymec l«tt«r «f Jvly 21., 1980, m^erttas tba 
of dM SarsLh Itertla Ifaiiee, Varraa Ceoaty, lUlnsia. t» 

the Wsttnwil tagl»t«r af aieterle Plaesa. 

Oa J«l7 22, 1980, Cha Heritage CaaavrratlMi aad lacxaatian Sarvica 
raealved Ckie awliiirlBn fraa tivi l U l M l a Stata Hlatorle Praaorpel 
MCleor, fir* Savld KeaMjf, Dlraater, DepairtMat of CoaaMmitlM, 
602 Stata Offica BolUlas, 400 Soatli Syrlag Straat, Syrlacflald, 
l U l w U 62706. Tba Barltao* Oeaaarvatlen and Boenwtlaa Sarvlea 
will r « b l l A aotiea la tha "Fadaral Heclatav*' that tha yteyaity la 
halag eoMldarad for llatlag la tha fcrlmwl Xadatar. 
vartlaa ar* thaa glvao 15 d^ra fro* Uw data of yahltrarlaw ta 
wrlttaa tjewwute oa Ow algalfleanea of th* yropvrty. At th* oad of 
tbAm period, the Mslaatlaa will he la^laaad hy di* Ratleaal taglatar 
ataff. 

If «* ca* h* of farther aaalataaeo to 70*, pl*u* lat aa haov. Vo 
ap^cadata year lataroat la tba Mtleaal laglBtar. 

SlaearalT, 

Ceral D* Sbnll 
Aetlas Taiyer ef 1^ 

cc: Dr. David Kenney, SHPO, Springfield, I l l i n o i s 62706 ) w/c of inc. 

bcc: NR-Readlng File ) 
NR-Harrison ) 

•FHR:S Harrison:mc:8/8/80:343-6401 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NK 

ILLINOIS - WARREN COUNTY 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE ILLIIWIS 

Date Entered 
OCT 9 1980 

Name Location 

Halsh Memorial Library DeKalb 
EteKalb County 

Pekin Federal Building Pekin 
Tazewell County 

Kirk, Col. Edward N,, House 

Hartin, Sarah, House 

Sterling 
Whiteside County 

MoTunouth 
Warren County 

Also Rotified 

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson 

Honorable Charles H, Percy 
Honorable Toni Corcoran 
Honorable Libert H. Michel 
Honorable Tom Railsback 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Dr. David Kenney 
Director, Department of Conaervation 
602 State Office Buildine 
400 South Spring Street 
Springfield, Illlnois 62706 

NR Byers/bjr/10/30/80 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


