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Larchmound, the Robert Ridgway home at 1030 S. Morgan Street, sits on
ca. ‘1 ac¢re of thickly planted land. The structure, although :suggestive
of the Gothiec Revival style, with its steeply pitched gables, defies
stylistic typing.

Completed in 1866, the original structure is a one and a half story
residence constructed of brick laid in a common bond pattern. The
roof consists of four large gable ends arranged in a cruciform manner.
The south gable end is approximately five feet longer than the other
three and has a dormer on the west side. An ornamental iron railing
surmounts a porch on the north facade. Above the porch is a set of
double doors each with a round arched glass inset above a panel. The
first floor has a three sided bay on the west side and a three sided
rectangular bay on the east side. The west bay has an iron railing
similar to that on the north porch.

Two additions to the south end of the strucure have been made. Both
additions were constructed by any one of three generations of the
Rowland family, who lived in the house from 1866-1209. The first ad-
dition is of brick laid in the modern common bond method. The gable
roof, which has a dormer on the west side, continues the peak of the
south gable end but has a steeper pitch. 2 small porch on the west
side was probably constructed at the same time. The porch was en-
closed in the late 19230's or early 1940's. The second addition is
clapboard and forms two gable ends. On the first story this addition
forms a porch the width of the addition.

Interior alterations are, for the most part, insignificant and rever-
sible. One such alteration includes the bricking in of two fireplaces.

Exterior alterations to the structure include the enclosure of the
west porch and the construction sometime in the latée 1230's or early
1940's of stairs on the west side of the house, since made less ob-
trusive. ' : i
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Larchmound is the only remaining structure in Illinois associated with
the productive vears of Robert Ridgway, authority in the £fields of bo-
tanical and ornithological research (as well as author and artist) and
the only structure in Olney that appears in the Illinois Historic Land-
marks Survey with greater than local significance.

Ridgway's bhibliography of published works include over 500 boolis and
papers, 27 of which he wrote during his vears at Larchmound. "His most
pretentious work, which is probably the most ambitious undertalking in
American systematic ornithology, was 'The Birds of Morth and Middle
America'. This catalogue which includes technical descriptions of evexy
form of bird known from the northern section of the Western Hemisphere,
with complete synonymies, . . . and measurements, consumed most of his
official time from 1894 until his death. . ."l.-Three volumes of this
eleven volume series were written during the years Ridgway lived at
Larchmound -- Vol. 6 (1914), Vol. 7 (1916), and Vol. 8 (1919). ". . .
when the eighth part of 'Birds of Morth and Middle America' appeared,
his publication were the standard reference works on North American
Bieas. "2, (It should be noted that of the last three volumes of the
series volumes 9 and 10 were written by Dr. Herbert Friedman, Ridgway's
successor as curator of birds at the Smithsonian, with Ridgway's notes.
Volume 11 was written solely by Friedman.) In addition to his own works,
Ridgway's name is perpetuated in the liturature of science by a genus
(23 species and 9 subspecies) bearing his name.

Ridgway, who worked with the Smithsonian Institutien from 1867-1917,
remained an active consultant in research for the Institute until his
death in 1929. Prior to his retirement Ridgway purchased an 8 acre
tract of land, later exparded to 26 acres, iust.north of Clney. The
property was largely covered in 1970 by an artificial lake. On this
property, 'Bird Haven', Ridgway built a three room cottage, since de-
stroyed, as his retirement home. After two summers at 'Bird EHaven'
Ridgway, realizing it impractical to remain at 'Bird Even' permanently,
purchased Larchmound and the 8.69 acres on which the house stood (the
land acreage has since been reduced to ca. 1 acre).

Larchmound, Ridgway's home from 1913 until his death, provided his base
for personal and professional research. He chose Olney as his place
of retirement in order to prove his idea that the territory surrounding
Olney was so locatad in resrect to climatic and soil conditions that
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plants and trees native to either frigid, torrid, or temperate zones
would thrive.

From Larchmound, Ridgway administered his research at 'Bird Haven'
where there was growing naturally, sixty-four species and varieties
of native trees. During his research at 'Bird Haven' Ridgway planted
approximately 300 species and varieties of trees, shrubs and plants

native to Illinois as well as numerous exotics. "In the nursery,
awaiting transportation to 'Bird Faven' are more than 200 additional
species."3- "'Records of Trees, Shrubs, Vines, and Other plants

planted on Larchmound' as kept by Dr. Ridgway lists approximately
500 plantings."4. The hundreds of plantings at 'Bird Haven' and at
Larchmound afford excellant cover and food for all kinds of birds.
Larchmound, at one time, provided nesting sites for approximately
35 species of birds in the summer and approximately 42 species of
birds in the winter. The ca. 1 acre which remain of the original
8.69 acres at Larchmound are being nominated because of the extent
to which original plantings remain and because of the number and
variety of species of birds these plantings continue to provide
nesting sites for.

FOOTNOTES

5% Gehser, Paul H. "A Hundred Years of the Smithsonian." MNature
Magazine. (Aug. - Sept., 1946).

2 Doan, Jan, ed. Foot-Prints, Past and Present, Richland County
Illinois Geneological Society. Vol. 2, (no date).

3% Hansen, Marlin W. "Cnlorful Story of Robert Ridgway-Told."
Olney Daily Mail. (Dec. 21, 1927).

4. Gillespie, "Charles Coulston. Dictionary of Scientific Bio-

graphy. Vol. 9. MNew York: Charles Scribner's Sons, (no date).
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Beginning at an iron pipe located 151.85 feet South of the Southeast
corner of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, Section
Three (3), Township Three (3) North, Range Ten (10) East of the
Third Principal Meridign, City of Olney, Richland County, Illinois,
thence bearing North 4 05' W a distance of 100 feet to the place of
beginning, thence North 4°05' W, 213.17 feet, thence South 84°39' W,
189.09 feet, thence due South 80 feet on a line parallel with the
East line of South Morgan Street in said City of Olney, Illinois,
thence in a Southwesterly direction to a point 150 feet East of the
East line of said Morgan Street, thence West 30 feet, thence South
4°05 E, a distance of 95 feet, thence South 84°39' E, a distance

of 359.09 feet to the place of beginning, being a part of the North-
west Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section Three (3), Town-
ship Three (3), North, Range Ten (10) East of the Third Principal
Meridian.
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David Kenney, Director o James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director '

November 20, 1979
: NOY 2 7 197y

Mr. Charles Herrington
Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation & Recreation
Service ,
440 G Street
Washington, D. C. 20243

Dear Mr. Herrington:

Enclosed please find National Register nomination
forms for Paxton First Schoolhouse (Paxton), Robert
Ridgway Home (Olney), and East Rockford Historic f
District (East Rockford). ‘

Thank you for your kind attention to these forms. ‘

Sincerely,
‘ g V4

; 4 . _
. v e N
- g d __,A / i/’ / -/v*' f‘{"' {—-‘/-‘/‘ -

St (. I ‘ )
Shaela C. Dunne
National Register Assistant
SCh/9s |
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Date Entered
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Ridgway, Robert, House Olney
Richland County

Also Notified

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson

Honorable Chafies H. Percy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Daniel B. Crane Dr. David Kenney

Director, Department of Conservation
602 State Office Building

400 South Spring Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706
NR Byers/bjr 1/11/80

Por further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



