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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Larchmound, the Robert Ridgway home at 1030 S. Morgan S t r e e t , s i t s on 
ca. ' i acre of t h i c k l y planted land. The s t r u c t u r e , although ;suggestive 
of the Gothic R e v i v a l s t y l e , w i t h i t s s t e e p l y p i t c h e d gables, d e f i e s 
s t y l i s t i c t y p i n g . 

Completed i n 1866, the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e i s a one and a h a l f s t o r y 
residence constructed of b r i c k l a i d i n a common bond p a t t e r n . The 
roof c o n s i s t s of four l a r g e gable ends arranged i n a c r u c i f o r m manner. 
The south gable end i s approximately f i v e f e e t longer than the other 
three and has a dormer on the west s i d e . An ornamental i r o n r a i l i n g 
surmounts a porch on the north facade. Above the porch i s a set of 
double, doors- eaoh V7ith a round arched g l a s s i n s e t above a panel. The 
f i r s t f l o o r has a three sided bay on the v/est side and a three sided 
r e c t a n g u l a r bay on the east s i d e . The west bay has an i r o n r a i l i n g 
s i m i l a r to that on the north porch. - , 

Two a d d i t i o n s to the south end of the strucure have been made. Both 
a d d i t i o n s were constructed by any one of three generations of the 
Rowland fam.ily, who l i v e d i n the house from 1866-1909. The f i r s t ad­
d i t i o n i s of b r i c k l a i d i n the modern common bond method. The gable • 
roo f , which has a dormer on the west s i d e , continues the peak of the 
south gable end but has a steeper p i t c h . A small porch on the west 
side was probably constructed at the same time. The porch v'as en­
closed i n the l a t e 1930's c r e a r l y 1940's. The second a d d i t i o n i s 
clapboard and forms two gable ends. On the f i r s t s t o r y t h i s a d d i t i o n 
forms a porch the v/idth of the a d d i t i o n . 

I n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s are, f o r the most p a r t , i n s i g n i f i c a n t and rever­
s i b l e . One such a l t e r a t i o n i n c l u d e s the b r i c k i n g i n of two f i r e p l a c e s . 

E x t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s to the s t r u c t u r e i n c l u d e the enclosure of the 
west porch ahd the c o n s t r u c t i o n sometime i n the l a t e 1930's or e a r l y 
1940*3 of s t a i r s on the west side of the house, since made l e s s ob­
t r u s i v e . ' . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

Larchmound i s the only remaining s t r u c t u r e i n I l l i n o i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
the productive years of Robert Ridgway, a u t h o r i t y i n the f i e l d s of bo­
t a n i c a l and o r n i t h o l o g i c a l research (as w e l l as author and a r t i s t ) and 
the only s t r u c t u r e i n Olney th a t appears i n the I l l i n o i s K i s t o r i c Land­
marks SLirvey v/ith greater than l o c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

Ridgway's b i b l i o g r a p h y of published works i n c l u d e over 500 bool-.s and 
papers, 27 of v/hich he wrote during h i s years at Larchmound. " E i s most 
pretentious work, which i s probably the most ambitious undertaking i n 
/-merican systematic o r n i t h o l o g y , was 'The B i r d s of north and r''iddle 
America'. This catalogue which in c l u d e s t e c h n i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n s of every 
form of b i r d known from the northern s e c t i o n of the Western Hemisphere, 
v/ith complete synonymies, . . . and measurements, consumed most of h i s 
o f f i c i a l time from 1894 u n t i l h i s 
eleven volume s e r i e s were w r i t t e n 
Larchmound — V o l . 6 (1914), V o l . 
v/hen the eighth p a r t of 'Birds of 
h i s p u b l i c a t i o n were the standard 

death. . -Three volumes of t h i s 
during the years Ridgway l i v ? : ' at 
7 (1916), and V o l . 8 (1919). " . . . 
North and '"iddle America' appeared, 
reference works on North i^jnerican 

b i r d s . " 2 . ( i t should be noted t h a t of the l a s t three volumes of the 
s e r i e s volumes 9 and 10 were w r i t t e n by Dr. Herbert Friedman, Ridgway's 
successor as cur a t o r of b i r d s at the Smithsonian, w i t h Ridgway's 
Volume 11 was w r i t t e n s o l e l y by Friedman.) In a d d i t i o n to 
Ridgway's name i s perpetuated i n the l i t u r a t u r e of science 
(23 species and 9 subspecies) bearing h i s name. 

Ridgway's notes. 
h i s ov/n works, 
by a genus 

Ridgway, who v/orked w i t h the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n from 1867-1917, 
remained an a c t i v e c onsultant i n research f o r the I n s t i t u t e u n t i l h i s 
death i n 1929. P r i o r to h i s retirement Ridgway purchased an 8 acre 
t r a c t of land, l a t e r expanded to 96 acres, j u s t .north of Olney. The 
property was l a r g e l y covered i n 1970 by an a r t i f i c i a l l a k e . On t h i s 
property, ' B i r d Haven', Ridgway b u i l t a three room cottage, since de­
stroyed, as h i s retirement home. A f t e r two sumjners at ' B i r d Eaven' 
Ridgway, r e a l i z i n g i t i m p r a c t i c a l to remain at 'B i r d Even' permanently, 
purchased Larchmound and the 8.69 acres on which the house stood (the 
land acreage has since been reduced to ca. 1 acre) . 

Larchmound, Ridgv/ay's home from 1913 u n t i l h i s death, provided h i s base 
fo r personal and p r o f e s s i o n a l research. He chose Olney as h i s place 
of retirement i n order to prove h i s idea t h a t the t e r r i t o r y surrounding 
Olney was so lo c a t e d i n respect to c l i m a t i c and s o i l c o n d i t i o n s t h a t 
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p l a n t s and t r e e s n a t i v e to e i t h e r f r i g i d , t o r r i d , or temperate zones 
would t h r i v e . 

From Larchmound, Ridgway administered h i s research at 'B i r d Kaven' 
where there was growing n a t u r a l l y , s i x t y - f o u r species and v a r i e t i e s 
of n a t i v e t r e e s . During h i s research at ' B i r d Haven' .Ridgway planted 
approximately 300 species and. v a r i e t i e s of t r e e s , shrubs and p l a n t s 
n a t i v e to I l l i n o i s as w e l l as numerous e x o t i c s . "In the nursery, 
awaiting t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to ' B i r d Kaven' are more than 200 a d d i t i o n a l 
species."3' "'Records of Trees, Shrubs, Vines, and Other p l a n t s 
planted on Larchmound' as kept by Dr. Ridgway l i s t s approximately 
500 p l a n t i n g s . " 4 . The hundreds of p l a n t i n g s at 'B i r d Haven' and at 
Larchmound a f f o r d e x c e l l a n t cover and food f o r a l l kinds of b i r d s . 
Larchmound, at one time, provided n e s t i n g s i t e s f o r approximately 
35 species of b i r d s i n the summer and approximately 42 species of 
b i r d s i n the w i n t e r . The ca. 1 acre which remain of the o r i g i n a l 
8.69 acres at Larchmound are being nominated because of the extent 
to which o r i g i n a l p l a n t i n g s remain and because of the number and 
v a r i e t y of species of b i r d s these p l a n t i n g s continue to provide 
n e s t i n g s i t e s f o r . 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Gehser, Paul H. "A Hundred Years of the Smithsonian." nature 
Magazine. (Aug. - Sept., 1946). 

2. Doan, Jan, ed. F o o t - P r i n t s , Past and Present, Richland County 
I l l i n o i s Geneological S o c i e t y . V o l , 2, (no d a t e ) . 

3. Hansen, M a r l i n VI. " C o l o r f u l Story of Robert Ridgway l o l d . " 
Olney Daily. M a i l . (Dec. 21, 1927). 

4. G i l l e s p i e ^ ' C h a r l e s Coulston. D i c t i o n a r y of S c i e n t i f i c B i o ­
graphy. V o l . 9. New York: Charles S c r i b n e r ' s Sons, (no date). 
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B e g i n n i n g at an i r o n p i p e l o c a t e d 151.85 f e e t South of the Southeast 
c o r n e r of the N o r t h e a s t Q u a r t e r of the Southeast Q u a r t e r , S e c t i o n 
Three ( 3 ) , Township Three (3) N o r t h , Range Ten (10) East of the 
T h i r d P r i n c i p a l M e r i d i a n , C i t y of Olney, R i c h l a n d County, I l l i n o i s , 
thence b e a r i n g N o r t h 4 05' W a d i s t a n c e of 100 f e e t to the p l a c e of 
b e g i n n i n g , thence N o r t h 4O05' W, 213.17 f e e t , thence South 84°39' W, 
189.09 f e e t , thence due South 80 f e e t on a l i n e p a r a l l e l w i t h the 
East l i n e of South Morgan S t r e e t i n s a i d C i t y of Olney, I l l i n o i s , 
thence i n a S o u t h w e s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n to a p o i n t 150 f e e t East of the 
East l i n e of s a i d Morgan S t r e e t , thence West 30 f e e t , thence South 
4 05 E, a d i s t a n c e of 95 f e e t , thence South 84°39' E, a d i s t a n c e 
of 359.09 f e e t to the p l a c e of b e g i n n i n g , b e i n g a p a r t of the N o r t h ­
west Q u a r t e r of the Southeast Q u a r t e r of S e c t i o n Three ( 3 ) , Town­
s h i p Three (3) , N o r t h , Range Ten (10) East of the T h i r d P r i n c i p a l 
M e r i d i a n . 
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lire and land together 

605 WM. G. STRATTON BUILDING o400 SOUTH SPBIMG STREET ^SPRINGFIELD 6270G 
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 606Q1 

David KenneV: Director o James C. Hel fnch, AsEistant Di iector 

November 20, 197 9 
NOV t 7 iy7y 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
A c t i n g Keeper 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Heritage Conservation & Re c r e a t i o n 

Service 
44 0 G S t r e e t 
Washington, D. C. 2 0243 

Dear .Mr. He r r i n g t o n : 

Enclosed please f i n d N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r nomination 
forms f o r Paxton F i r s t Schoolhouse (Paxton), Robert 
Ridgway Home (Olney), and East Rockford H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t (East Rockford). 

Thank you f o r your k i n d a t t e n t i o n t o these forms. 

S i n c e r e l y , 
/ 

. . y . . . ' . y - - ^ 
Shaela C. Dunne 

y /^y_,.,-r.yycy< 

N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r A s s i s t a n t 

SCD/js 

Enclosures 
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Ridgway, Robert̂ House Olney 
Richland County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson 

Honorable ChaeHes H. Percy 
Honorable Daniel B. Crane 

NR Byers/bjr 1/11/80 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Dr. David Kenney 
Director, Department of Conservation 
602 State Office Building 
400 South Spring Street 
Sprlngfleld, Illinois 62706 

For f-arther information, olaase c a l l the Nationai Registar at (202)343-6401. 


