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1. Name

historic [ J. L.) Robinson,/ General Store

f e

and/orcommon Hagaman Store

2. Location Did 1] 0K
street & number R. F. D. — not for publication
city, town Hagaman — vicinity of congressional district 2(0th
state  _Tllinois 62630 code 012 county Macoupin eode 117
- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—district __ public __ occupied ____ agriculture —X_ museum
__ X building(s) X private X unoccupied _____commercial ____ park
— structure — both ____work in progress _x_ educational —__ private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment —_religious
___ object — in process ____yes: restricted ____government ___ scientific
____ being considered X yes: unrestricted ___industrial ___ transportation
—__no _____ military ____other:
4. Owner of Property
name Chester A. Jacoby, Jr.
street & number R. F. D. o
city, town Chesterfield —__ vicinity of state Illinois 62630

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number  East Main Street

Macoupin County Court House

city,town Carlinville state I1linois 62630
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte None En‘:?lm has this property been determined elegible? ___yes _X no
date —_federal ____state _ county __ local
depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

___ excellent ____deteriorated _ X unaltered X original site
____good —_ruins —_ altered ____ moved date
_ X fair - unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The J. L. Robinson General Store is a wood frame, false front
structure. The overall shape is rectangualr and measures 80 x 40
feet. The structure is comprised of two stories in the main operational
area and one story on the south side. The south side of the structure is
original and was built to accomodate dry goods sales. The store was
built with all native materials located within the general vicinity of
the store. The foundation is comprised of piled granite rocks at stress
points with 12 x 12 oak sills set upon them. Each sill is quarter
notched and lap-jointed at these stress points.

The outside walls are sheathed with 1 x 16 inch boards and 1%
inch shiplap nailers. The hipped roof was originally cedar shingled
but a roll tar paper roof was installed to protect the inside tin
ceiling. : ‘ .
A rooféd portico adorns the fromt of the building and runs the
width of it. Large windows, approximately 4 x 6 feet, are next to the
front entrance allowing for great quantities of light and heat to
infiltrate the trading area. The entrance doors are double and open
to the inside. One chimney, located at the center of the building,
was utilized by three wood and coal stoves to heat the building. A
tin ceiling adorns the main trading area. A single set of stairs
allows access to the upper story. The original lighting was by
kerosene and later, over hanging electric lights were installed.



8. Significance

Period

____ prehistoric
—1400-1499
—1500-1599
— 1600-1699
—1700-1799
_ X 1800-1899
- 1900~

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning __ landscape architecture ___ religion

_____archeology-historic _____conservation — law ____science

__X agriculture ____economics — literature — sculpture

__ architecture —_ education ___ military ___social/

_art —__ engineering ___ music humanitarian

__X commerce —_ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy __ theater

X communications — industry _ X politics/government __X transportation
____invention — other (specify)

Specific dates

1881 Builder/Architect

Charles Crossland Robhinson

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The J. L. Robinson General Store is significant in the fields
checked above because it was the focal point for the Chesterfield

area's needs.

Built in 1881 by Charles Crossland Robinson with his

earnings as a railroad worker, the Robinson General Store supplied

the area with seed, fertilizers, and general household goods.

The

Robinson Store also functioned as the Post Office for the Western Mound
Township and as an express agency shipping the area's produce and
livestock on the two railroads that served Macoupin County at the
time; the Chicago, Peoria, and St. Louis and the Litchfield, Carrolton,

and Western.

When C. C. Robinson died his son, James Leo, took over
the business hence the name The J. L. Robinson General Store.

The

store is still in the Robinson family today and functions much like it
did a hundred years ago.
The J. L. Robinson General Store was the site of several "firsts"

in the Chesterfield community.
electricity.
to some of the neighboring homes.
exists today.
telegraph.

It was the first building to have
The electricity came from a Delco System and was run
Part of the Delco System still
The first telephone was located here as was the first

The J. L. Robinson General Store contributed to local politics
in that it was the headquarters for the Democratic Party Organization

prior to the 1232 election.

The writer has two letters from Franklin

Delano Roosevelt to C. C. Robinson thanking him for organizing the
party in Western Mound Township.

The J. L.Robinson General Store is architecturally significant
because it is the only extant building in the Chesterfield area of

pre-1900 architecture.

It along with St. Cabherine's Church (1905)

and the Hagaman Town Hall (1913) are the only surviving buildings
that once made up the town of Hagaman.
An interesting footnote to the history of the Robinson Store

occurred in the winter of (ec.) 1900 or 1901.

Orville and Wilbur

Wright were traveling in the Chesterfield area trying to raise money

to finance their flying machine.

They tried to induce the people

of Macoupin County, including C. C. Robinson, to invest in it but
were unsuccessful.




9. Major Bibliographical References

The Story of Macoupin County, 1829-1979, General Reference, June, 1979.
The Northwestern News, Vol. 9, Dec. 1977.

The Carlinville Globe Democrat, 1978.

History of Macoupin County, Brink, McDonough & Co., 1879.

10. Geographical Data AGREAGE NOT VERIF

Acreage of nominated property __1ess than one HTM Nﬂ]’ VER;F!m
Quadrangle name Greenfield a. ’ uadvdngle scale  1.62500

UMT References ---UTM not available
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Verbal boundary description and justification NlnEt!y feet off the east end of lot numbered
one (1) in block numbered one (1) in the original plat of the town of Hagaman,
Macoupin County, Illinois said plat being executed by John Hagaman and wife
and shown recorded in the recorder's office, Macoupin County.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state none code county code

state code . county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  William R. Jacoby

organization J. L. Robinson General Store date  April 21, 1980
street & number 10409 S. Menard Avenue telephone (312) 636-9692
cityortown Oak Lawn, Illinois state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- national — state _X_ 10cal
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officg
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion i
according to the criteria and procedures set forth b

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

GFO @38 B35
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APRIL 1, 1979

WILIIAM R JACOBY .

101,09 S, MENARD AVZ #101

0AK LAWH, ILLINOIS
60453

MR, KEITH SCULLY
NATIONAL REGISTSR COORDINATOR
DIVISION OF HISTORIC SIGHTS
Lho5 = WASHINGTON
SPRINGFL®LD, ILLINOIS

62706

DWAR MR, SCULLY,

IT IS MY WISH, AND TH®E WISH OF THZ CITIZENS OF TH® TOWN
OF HAGAMAN, ILLIMOIS THAT THT BUILDIWG LOCALLY NQW AS THI
"J.L, ROBINSOM A3N R'L STORE" BE LISTSD ON THE NATINNAL RIAIST=V
OF HISTORIC PL\CES, HNCLOS®ED YOU "“ILL FIYWD, THE APPROPRIATS
INFORMATION NZICUSSARY FOR LISTING,

IN MiRC® OF 1977, MY COUSIMN, CHARLIES JLro=" AND T

PURCHASTD THI MSTQ™'TH WITH mHE THTENT OF STOPFING PROGRISS
FROM D MOTISHING THR BUILDING, AS W3 RODS THRU TQYM OF HORS®
BACK WE T'TIRE THIHKING OF WHIN THST RATLROADS WTT THRYU AND HO
BUSY AID HOW PROSPZRQOUS TH< TOWN OF HAG'MAN USHD TO BE, WQR
ALSO LAMYNT<D AT THY WIMMBIR OF OLD BUIIDING THAT USID TO BI
BE THERE AlD HQ'W MANY +IRE qO0W=, WHE TOQIK IT UPON QURSTLVIES TO
S8 IF W3 COULD STOP THX DI3TRUCTION OF TH3ISE FINZ OID STRUCTURIS,
W% PURCHASED THZI "G 3NIRAL 3ITCRE" “TITH 7HZ INTTHUT OF SIVIHG IT
A N°W PAINT JOB AWD RESTORTNG IT TO ITS ORIGINAL IOCK, WE HAVAH
UP TO NOW, SUCCED=D IN WOUR VEHTURE ALTHCUGH IT HAR TAX=<N UP WMUCH
TIMS AND CAPIT'L,IT,ALONG WITH ST, CATHERINE!S CHURGH(1905) AlD
THT HAGAMAN TOWN HALL(e,1900) ARSI THE LAST REMAINIVG BUILDIMGS3
IV TOWN,THAT STAND AS A R=MNITDEIR TO THOSE WHO HSLPID BUILD A
TO"N, A RATLROAD AND HWIL.PSD BUILD A VCUNG COTTRY INTO 'M.T IS
IS TODAY,

WE, SIR, TS CITIZIENS OF MACOUPIN COUNTY, WOULD Bit HOMORA
IF YOU “WOULD CONCIDTR LISTING TH= "J,L,ROBINSON GIN=RAL STORI"
YITH THE OTHER FINW AYD STATALY OLD STRUCTURHS ON THI NATINITAL
RT3ISTRY, IF YOU HAVS AYY HAUISTTOATS PIRTAINING ™0 THIS M TTIR,
PTHAS®™, DO NOT HESITATS TO CONTACT ME AT THE BILOYW ADDRESS,
THANT YOU FOR YOUR TIMT AND I AM

TRUILY YQURS,

L L
Yy JE

S A I O Wi R, JACOBY
tot B 10409 S. MENARD AVE,
Apt. 101

Qak Lawn, IIl. 50453
(212) 636-9692



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
sTarg  ILLINOIS

Date Entered Stp ' 2 '980

Name Location
Robinson, J. L., General Store Hagaman
- Macoupin County
Christ Episcopal Church Springfield
Sangamon County
Lincoln Public Library Lincoln
Logan County

Also Notified
Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson

Honorable Charles H. Percy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Paul Findley Dr. David Kenney
Honorable Edward R. Madigan Director, Department of
Conservation
602 State Office Building
3 400 South Spring Street
(ijfiﬂﬂi____ Byers/jms 9/24/80 Springfield, Illinios 62706

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



