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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The best evidence points to a date of construction in 1834 although no
conclusive facts exist to positively date the building. It is con-
ceivable that the building was earlier than 1834 and of French origin,
but much more research would have to be done to establish this. An
1829 Corps of Engineers map shows other houses on the east bank of the
Mississippi, but not the Felt house.

The house is a two story plus walk-out basement structure on the east
bank of the river about 200 feet from the water and 30 feet above it,

on a steeply sloping site. It is of heavy timber construction wilth

hewn oak fTimbers possibly with knee braces and mortise and tenon joints,
walls infilled with brick nogging. The basement walls are rough ashlar
native stone. The original basement wood floor was removed and concrete
installed some years ago. The floor joists are full 2" x 10" with
straight saw marks and rough holes reportedly to allow transportation

on the river when tied together. Cut nails are found throughout the
house whether in finish work, flooring, Trim or whatever, except for
areas of modernization. Roof framing is non-uniform but generally full
2" boards some hewn, some straight and some circular sawn. Roof decking
is circular sawn rough boards of uneven width and spacing for wood
shingles. Roof framing for curved eaves, gable overhangs, efc., is all
one period, probably original. Present roofing is asphalt shingles.
Trim throughout is full 1" thick and shows pre-1850's methods, i.e.
plaster goes to ftrim and not underneath, etc. Lath is circular sawn

in second floor and basement. Windows display older construction as

do doors (pinned at junction of stiles and rails). Thin mullions with a
Greek ovolo shape which is repeated at windows, doors, and french doors.
All glass is very old and no larger than around 12" x 20". Wood flooring
throughout is pine circular sawn in uniform widths, these being full 6"
at the west room towards the river and 5" at the east room (1st fl.),
except where replacements have been made. This would indicate that the
east room with the fireplace was the principal room and that the south
door in this room was the major entrance. Flooring displays great wear
in traffic areas to about half its original thickness. Hinges on French
doors and interior and exterior doors are all two-piece although no
blunt screws were found. Exterior siding is sawn and hand planed lapped
presenting a smooth face in a plane with very small horizontal joints.
Exterior corners are 1" x 34" boards with a routed bead about 5/8" round
at the corner. Roof edge at gable end displays a 1" thick Greek ovolo
moulding. Exterior railings, balusters, decking and covering on columns
is not original although paint outline of original handrai l eXISTS:
Soffit material is original 4" boards with a single bead. Brick fire-
place at first floor sits on stone foundation walls and appears to be

original. A very large stone hearth is present and configuration of
masonry, throat, splayed sides, and flues is of very early sfyle. A
smoke shelf is present. Wood mantel is original but not as flnely done
as might have been expected from the balance of the house. Exterior

and interior door and window heads as well as the back piece of the mantel
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are Greek revival shape with a bead and are original. The one over the
French doors in the second floor river elevation has a curved top to
reflect the curve of the roof.

Original shutters have been removed from French docors but are stil]l
extant. An offset in the pilasters supporting the stone hearth in the
basement is explained by the discovery of an old flue in the north end
of the stone masonry going around the stone, thus allowing a stove in
the basement. -

ALTERAT IONS:

An additional toilet and a kitchen were added to the back (east) end of
the building in recent times as well as interior stairs to the basement
and some rearranging of a north-south partition on the first floor to
allow a kitchen in the northwest corner. Otherwise the building con-
tains extensive original fabric. The retaining wall on the southeast
corner supporting the porch has been rebuilt with a different stone.
This could be expected considering the problems of drainage from the
slopes behind the house. Some portion of the foundations supporting
porch columns has been rebuilt with concrete block.

No fire damage was visible in the framing of the first floor or attic but
the building does display anomilies from an 1834 construction date
(circular sawn roof boards, floorboards, and circular sawn lath) which
leads one to speculate that the building either suffered from damage by a
tornado (roofing blown off, plaster water damaged, etc.) or that materials
were brought up river from an urban area with more advanced technology.
The first steamboat up river was circa 1826. Cyrus Felt was an active
merchant and it would not be surprising to find that he had imported

many building materials. Gordon Diary cited in the Statement of
Significiance ¢!) refers to the Gordon house having "an Alleghany pine
floor, first in the township, ordered from St. Louis"™ in 1833. Water

and rust marks around vertical lath nails (square) in bottom of original
floor joists would tend to support the storm damage theory. These
anomalies are not sufficient to cause serious problems with an 1834 date
of original construction. The building hangs together too well on its
site not to be an original conception rather than an extensive remodeling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cyrus Felt immigrated to Illinois in 1831 from Petersboro, W.H., with a large
party of the Gordon family.(1) This was two years after the organization of
Hancock County. In 1832, Cyrus returned to New Hampshire to return by way of
New Orleans with his brother Oliver and a new bride as well as goods with
which to start a store.(2)

In 1833 Cyrus Felt purchased the 5-acre ftract upon which the building sits
from a Squire Endsley for $100.00.(3) In 1834, Cyrus' brother Oliver died
thus requiring the dissolution of a partnership of the two brothers with a
Wm. Smith. The inventory of Oliver's estate shows the following entry:
"Improvements where Mr. Felt now |ives including cultivated lands, house,
and other buildings. $850.00."(4) (Cyrus paid the other party, Smith, $700
for the land and buildings.

The next reference to the building is a map of the Des Moines rapids on the
Mississipgi river from the Corps of Engineers, surveyed by Lt. Robert E. Lee

in 1837.(3) This shows a building designated "Mr. Phelts store." The location
on this map scaled from the mouth of Wagonners Creek very closely follows

the location of the building shown on a present day USGS map scaled from

the same location. The building on the Lee map is shown as part of the

town of Montebel lo.

Montebel lo was the earliest settlement other than Ft. Edwards (later Warsaw)

in Hancock County and was the seat of justice until 1833. Lt. Lee makes
several references to staying in places on the I|llinois side during the
years 1836-1840 while he was surveying and blasting a channel in the rapids.

He stayed at Dr. Allen's the first trip, the top part of a sunken steamboat
the second, and at an unnamed hostelry in Montebello, possibly the Felts.

Stylistically, the house is a problem. Viewed from the south where the town
of Montebello was situated, it presents a rather French character with stone
basement set back from the roof, porch, and roof columns. The nice propor-
tions formed by roofline, bannisters, porch and columns along with the
steepness and curve of the roof and the chimneys present a very French
feeling. All histories allude to the number of Frenchmen in this area and
the second and third marriage licenses in the county were taken out by
Frenchmen. Similar gallery porches are found on Accadian houses near New
Orleans, with the curved roofline. The Greek detail over windows and doors
relates the building to l[llinois vernacular of the period.
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The river elevation with ifs second floor balcony and first floor porch
with the deep overhang of the steep roof is surely the result of the
owner-builder's desire to take advantage of the site and the views of

the river as well as to make a statement that all passing riverboats

could see. The building's major purpose was affer all as a store for

the river trade. The river elevation does evoke an immediate stereo-
typical response in the viewer, but after researching the building itself,
one is impressed by the wealth of architectural and stylistic integrity
present.

The last reference | shall cite is in the diary of one of the younger
Gordons who |ived approximately at the present location of Hamilton,
lllinois. On the 13th of February, 1845, he attended a ball at the
Felt's at which he danced from 6 p.m, to 6 a.m. (This may explain the
rough condition of the fireplace.)¢

Cyrus Felt prospered and built a much larger stone house 6 miles inland
from this location which may still contain the mail slot cabinet he used
when postmaster at Montebello, presumably handling the mail of Lt. Robert
E. Lee, prior to 1840.



B0o0(3( &

Property z -&éf ’ W
State . Working Number i
— W -Howacks [-25-Fo 223
TECHNICAL CONTROL
Photos

Maps __/

HISTORIAN

Uinusuel gl sabled hsuse witte Creak Petroal W‘%’w ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
wu‘emc./\.ug aNJM‘M e, schuated on a 'U}a»kg sde o »Ju.u\?
Hrsstas <P S (;11 el et quw e ik {m,(.nlfj

<. (€34, (Roily Facused s. OFS é—u}"()[dg s e("Swu O (muu&Cﬁ

S/t 7/%
ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered .Aﬂ¥1_443_gﬁi)
Fal ] e
Federal Register Entry 2-3-8 Re-submit

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service




R

R TTTR L

Pt el
P




Cyrus Felt House

Vic. of Hamilton %W@
Ym. B. Coney

West Elevation towards river

October 1979

Photo # |
7§/ DOE
AR | 8 1980 JAN 29 1980

M

)
iR






Cyrus Felt House

Vic. of Hamilton

Wm. B. Coney W -
South Elevation

October 1979

Photo # 2 aﬂ/

JAN 29 1980






Cyrus Felt House WM ﬁy/
Vic. of Hamilton

Wm. B. Coney

View west to Mississippi River from porch

October 1979
Photo # 3

Dot JAN 29 1980






Cyrus Felt House

Vic. of Hamilton

Wm. B. Coney

East Elevation - first floor
October 1979

Photo # 47}/ W&{/’

JAN 2§ 1880

o

TTRLA el
MAR | 8 /ol

\AS



D, UNITED STATES HAMILTON QUADRANGLE o

v‘//:g% DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ILLINOIS—IOWA 466\\,\)9
@ GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) Ko
° ’ " E . 2765 111 SE
91°22'30" g yw, sg900me, NRAUTO0 4 M (840 R8W. |2600000 FEET (IOWA) 20’ | 42 | (NIQTA) N NIOTH © M1 | 844 17'30" |45 [190 000 FEET (ILL.) !
40°30" gy » T O S B SRR S © S NS S A R T — S N 5 PN
‘*)’7'\; 7 L& ! F = ‘\\'Y,; 4 AR ] ,/(" [ ST e T ——*—%——— AR
< J\\\q ]5\/ g - 760 \// @\V J S N /)!( ¢ TN | | \/é:r é‘_\}’:\
| v ; ; P N s /§T;"{//l(* = 4\\ # /[I { I; bg'd I’ | o N
S ¢ S T = = 4
i N ST T
S ==\ VW AN NSE=== /== N e ~k S | . \< I
= ~ +} = — ¥~___1J___ C\q_ \ ™ {( e | l [
@x AN 7 57 ?’ = LR ~ (e e, SR e T
Y, ) \ ~ NS \ R N i I B
T.66N ' N SR \\.J S s S s ) | e :
Sk —— Y o 1N NS W@ AN VT
=1 ~ . \: i r r’\ & A_)) ( ~ bl \/:J
, .- . — 2 ‘V — | e i LSISQ‘) J \\\f\/\g fﬂq -/ \ Q\\;\, \&\\ A }
— \RS‘TV/' : : NPt Q™ . ’ =
e —N b é \\\l I
B é\ N %':‘ = |
/AN P =
[ P oA e RN |
O \ z\ (\ A |
9 A \?
g3 - .
l -7@1 ?/‘5 i
; N\ /=
\ 1 [ aag3
4482 |1390000 FEET
o)
-..\' !7482
180000 FEET ‘ ql %
(IOWA) =
o 5
i el
1) x
7 o
e / o
y/ @
A { 4481
D /
&1 i \ T.EN.
T.66N., % I\ N i
40 — : | N +
T. 65N, = i | E 0
A - . | §
(‘j\@,g'_ 0 ¢ ; f\ [y
/ Y i = » T |
4180 — D | i . A U l
e 50 . 1% | o e / - o .
N /f - i 656/ - L o /Y{{ T ~ =
A ; oY) Hf 71 ~ 2 - £
27’30” / .{; \\@ I -: ) o / / //\ \I—\ ///\‘[‘ \\ 5. 27,30,'
. N7 il D B "N " Y A S il Vol b | et S 1
P I NECL L ; [ Tron
: )%,
| v
479
e B 4479
L 4478
)
3
- o
3 | e
2X wg
20 $8
R¥ 1
x
R
Lyrvs Four Wovse o
Z 5
N 443,940
w76 \
\L ﬂ(l | w76
i 3 : = ";‘ [ x )ﬂ
S b 3 i RN N~
g (,.,\’—- - » . Nl
25/ Ny SE é(r 3 NS 25/
/,o) = \\ N é A A —
w5 ~ SN R - (N ) A
)¢ S ? = 0s - ) \\\I\(/K -PY _Z_ AV/i
N . /i .
3 “’w_==“x A TN | %75
11 2 b
I
\
4474
| : [ Ao
| a4
1
: 35
= - ©
73 ; ub 385‘ s e : gi
terw, l:é : §§
2 L %2
1360000 FEET -~ Sewa & IRE
(ILL) s [
/’/i'\ IS LS i
% ,“ e Pd\le}\
1R S
< &7 Covered Bridg Z )
<~ o G
52 -
8+ { +\| 150 000 FEET
S o 2] (IOWA)
Eg s i /
2 8 i ; —a
12 ’ i ﬁ// %2
S / i N
S 1 - Y
© ,,’, 511, ] 2 &)
o — " 3
i g
i N\ 6/ R :
WA TN~
\ |
5 é W | Vg [
; 36 Z Z N rs&,
3| & 7 ) \ )\@I\/ © N
é / = '\\\‘-—- . _:\@ = ‘
< 7 / J\\ \ ( NE\lG == SN
g r AR N Y SN T2 w7g000m .
z -\{ X ,/ 'I" A\ I N ;_ﬁ&\\ ;\
£600=S / lll qz\ EIfses ’\/ b= i~ ".""’545"' o B %D
T5N N ez _i /,l - - : )\_):io 7
40°22'30" P AN Ny e WYT T:%'%i— i q — r \ e == i ; Ac\/’m'.\\ X ) § A T4(s):lézr3orl
91°22/30" 639 170000 FEET (ILL.) /640 ! /é@",ﬁc’é’sﬂ‘m (SUTTER) 644 2620000 FEET (IOWA) ! L 91°15/ ’%)
‘ , . ’ ’ ' T RB8W. R7W.
P\,Qﬂ Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey X SCALE 1:24000 . e, /d)
B
&Pﬁg‘“ Control by USGS and USC&GS * — ;ML ROAD CLASSIFICATION N
$ '7:‘6 Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial - i 10,0_9, — ,_f,) i e ialooo 4000 ki S0 70,00 FEET Heavy-duty...... R————— 1| ) ' [0 A :
photographs taken 1962. Field checked 1964 1 - 5 0 1 KILOMETER Medium-duty Unimproved dirt
= ] — | — - ALY e —————— SeessEE=E
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum e
10,000-foot grids based on lllinois coordinate system, west zone, 2—(1,—3,%54 EUDEOUR Thie SR 10 PERT , D U.S. Route O State Route

. NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929
and lowa coordinate system, south zone

1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS

zone 15, shown in blue
i e . ey ot e e R RTIE qua— FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 HAMILTON, ILL.—IOWA!
g;ner:lly visible on aerial photographs. This inforniati;:eissv:ni;\eecked e . AI\?SAI-I(-)?NiEgIégf(')cGAltAiug&Eﬁrl,EsRlBow:'(l:|l-'ll:'YN(l)(I)S el WSS SR RABZES--MELIST b
! . X , IOWA 52240
Revisions shown in purple compiled from aerial photographs ' A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 1964
taken 1975. This information not field checked PHOTOREVISED 1975

AMS 2764 IV NE—SERIES V863



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

starg  ILLINOIS

Date Entered MAR 1 8 198
Name Location
Cumberland Presbyterian Church Peoria
Peoria County
Peoria Waterworks (Pumping Station #1, Pecria
Pumping Station #2, Main Well House) Peoria County
Stevenson I., Adlai E. House Metamora
Woodford County
Keystone Building Aurora
Kane County
Paramount Theatre Aurora
Kane County
Pattington Apartments Chicago
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