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DESCRIBETHE PRESENTAND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE 

The best evidence points to a date of c o n s t r u c t i o n in 1834 although 
conclusive f a c t s e x i s t to p o s i t i v e l y date the b u i l d i n g . It i s con­
ceivable that the b u i l d i n g was e a r l i e r than 1834 and of French o r i g i n , 
but much more research would have to be done to e s t a b l i s h t h i s . An 
1829 Corps of Engineers map shows other houses on the east bank of the 
M i s s i s s i p p i , but not the F e l t house. 

The house i s a two story plus walk-out basement s t r u c t u r e on the east 
bank of the r i v e r about 200 feet from the water and 30 feet above i t , 
on a steeply s l o p i n g s i t e . It is of heavy timber c o n s t r u c t i o n with 
hewn oak timbers p o s s i b l y with knee braces and mortise and tenon j o i n t s , 
walls i n f i l l e d with b r i c k nogging. The basement walls are rough a s h l a r 
native stone. The o r i g i n a l basement wood f l o o r was removed and concrete 
i n s t a l l e d some years ago. The f l o o r j o i s t s are f u l l 2" x 10" with 
s t r a i g h t saw marks and rough holes reportedly to allow t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
on the r i v e r when t i e d together. Cut nai Is are found throughout the 
house whether in f i n i s h work, f l o o r i n g , t r i m or whatever, except f o r 
areas of modernization. Roof framing is non-uniform but g e n e r a l l y f u l l 
2" boards some hewn, some s t r a i g h t and some c i r c u l a r sawn. Roof decking 
is c i r c u l a r sawn rough boards of uneven width and spacing f o r wood 
sh i n g l e s . Roof framing f o r curved eaves, gable overhangs, e t c . , i s a l l 
one period, probably o r i g i n a l . Present roofing i s asphalt s h i n g l e s . 
Trim throughout i s f u l l 1" t h i c k and shows pre-1850's methods, i . e . 
p l a s t e r goes to t r i m and not underneath, e t c . Lath i s c i r c u l a r sawn 
in second f l o o r and basement. Windows display o l d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n as 
do doors (pinned at j u n c t i o n of s t i l e s and r a i l s ) . Thin mullions with a 
Greek ovolo shape which i s repeated at windows, doors, and french doors. 
A l l glass is very old and no larger than around 12" x 20". Wood f l o o r i n g 
throughout is pine c i r c u l a r sawn in uniform widths, these being f u l l 6" 
at the west room towards the r i v e r and 5 V at the east room (1st f l . ) , 
except where replacements have been made. This would Indicate that the 
east room with the f i r e p l a c e was the p r i n c i p a l room and that the south 
door in t h i s room was the major entrance. F l o o r i n g d i s p l a y s great wear 
in t r a f f i c areas to about h a l f i t s o r i g i n a l t h i c k n e s s . Hinges on French 
doors and i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r doors are a l l two-piece although no 
blunt screws were found. E x t e r i o r s i d i n g i s sawn and hand planed lapped 
presenting a smooth face In a plane with very small h o r i z o n t a l j o i n t s . 

E x t e r i o r corners are 1 3?" boards with a routed bead about 5/8" round 
at the corner. Roof edge at gable end d i s p l a y s a 1" t h i c k Greek ovolo 
moulding. E x t e r i o r r a i l i n g s , b a l u s t e r s , decking and covering on columns 
is not o r i g i n a l although paint o u t l i n e of o r i g i n a l handrail e x i s t s . 
S o f f i t material is o r i g i n a l 4" boards with a s i n g l e bead. B r i c k f i r e ­
place at f i r s t f l o o r s i t s on stone foundation w a l l s and appears to be 
o r i g i n a l . A very large stone hearth i s present and c o n f i g u r a t i o n of 
masonry, throat, splayed s i d e s , and f l u e s Is of very e a r l y s t y l e . A 
smoke shelf Is present. Wood mantel is o r i g i n a l but not as f i n e l y 
as might have been expected from the balance of the house 
and I n t e r i o r door and window heads as well as the back piece of the mante 

done 
Exte r l or 
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are Greek r e v i v a l shape with a bead and are o r i g i n a l . The one over the 
French doors in the second f l o o r r i v e r e l e v a t i o n has a curved top to 
r e f l e c t the curve of the roof. 

O r i g i n a l shutters have been removed from French doors but are s t i I I 
extant. An o f f s e t In the p i l a s t e r s supporting the stone hearth in the 
basement is explained by the discovery of an old f l u e In the north end 
of the stone masonry going around the stone, thus al lowing a stove In 
the basement. 

ALTERATIONS: 

An a d d i t i o n a l t o i l e t and a kitchen were added to the back (east) end of 
the b u i l d i n g In recent times as well I n t e r i o r s t a i r s to the basement 
and some rearranging of a north-south p a r t i t i o n on the f i r s t f l o o r to 
allow a kitchen In the northwest corner. Otherwise the b u i l d i n g con­
t a i n s extensive o r i g i n a l f a b r i c . The r e t a i n i n g wall on the southeast 
corner supporting the porch has been r e b u i l t with a d i f f e r e n t stone. 
This could be expected considering the problems of drainage from the 
slopes behind the house. Some portion of the foundations supporting 
porch columns has been r e b u i l t with concrete block. 

No f i r e damage was v i s i b l e In the framing of the f i r s t f l o o r or a t t i c hut 
the b u i l d i n g does di s p l a y anomilies from an 1834 con s t r u c t i o n date 
( c i r c u l a r sawn roof boards, floor b o a r d s , and c i r c u l a r sawn lath) which 
leads one to speculate that the bui Iding e i t h e r suffered from damage by a 
tornado (roofing blown o f f , p l a s t e r water damaged, etc.) or that materials 
were brought up r i v e r from an urban area with more advanced technology. 
The f i r s t steamboat up r i v e r was c i r c a 1826. Cyrus F e l t was an a c t i v e 
merchant and i t would not be s u r p r i s i n g to f i n d that he had imported 
many b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . Gordon Diary c i t e d in the Statement of 
S i g n i f i c i a n c e r e f e r s to the Gordon house having "an Alleghany pine 
f l o o r , f i r s t in the township, ordered from St. Louis" in 1833. Water 
and rust marks around v e r t i c a l lath n a i l s (square) In bottom of o r i g i n a l 
f l o o r j o i s t s would tend to support the storm damage theory. These 
anomalies are not s u f f i c i e n t to cause serious problems with an 1834 date 
of o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . The b u i l d i n g hangs together too well on Its 
s i t e not to be an o r i g i n a l conception rather than an extensive remodeling. 
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Cyrus F e l t immigrated to I l l i n o i s in 1831 from Petersboro, i\l. H., with a large 
party of the Gordon family.^1) This was two years a f t e r the o r g a n i z a t i o n of 
Hancock County. In 1832, Cyrus returned to New Hampshire to return by way of 
New Orleans with his brother O l i v e r and a new bride as well as goods with 
which to s t a r t a store.^2) 

In 1833 Cyrus F e l t purchased the 5-acre t r a c t upon which the b u i l d i n g s i t s 
from a Squire Endsley f o r $100.00.^3) in 1834, Cyrus' brother O l i v e r died 
thus r e q u i r i n g the d i s s o l u t i o n of a partnership of the two brothers with a 
Wm. Smith. The inventory of O l i v e r ' s estate shows the f o l l o w i n g entry: 
"Improvements where Mr. F e l t now l i v e s i n c l u d i n g c u l t i v a t e d lands, house, 
and other b u i l d i n g s . $850.00."^4) Cyrus paid the other party. Smith, $700 
for the land and bui Idings. 

The next reference to the b u i l d i n g i s a map of the Des Moines rapids on the 
M i s s i s s i p p i r i v e r from the Corps of Engineers, surveyed by Lt. Robert E. Lee 
in 1837.^5^ This shows a b u i l d i n g designated "Mr. Phelts s t o r e . " The locatjoi^ 
on t h i s map scaled from the mouth of Wagonners Creek very c l o s e l y f o l l o w s 
the l o c a t i o n of the bui Iding shown on a present day USGS map scaled from 
the same l o c a t i o n . The b u i l d i n g on the Lee map Is shown as part of the 
town of Mohtebello. 

Montebello was the e a r l i e s t settlement other than Ft. Edwards ( l a t e r Warsaw) 
in Hancock County and was the seat of j u s t i c e u n t i l 1833. L t . Lee makes 
several references to staying in places on the I l l i n o i s side during the 
years 1836-1840 while he was surveying and b l a s t i n g a channel in the rapids. 
He stayed at Dr. A 
the second, and at an 

en's the f i r r s t t r i p , the top part of a sunken steamboat 
unnamed h o s t e l r y In Montebello, p o s s i b l y the F e l t s . 

Sty M st I ca I I y 
of MontebeI Io 
basement set 
t i ons formed 
steepness and 
fee l i n g . A l l 
the second an 
Frenchmen. S 
Orleans, with 
r e l a t e s the b 

, the house Is a problem. Viewed from the south where the town 
was s i t u a t e d , i t presents a rather French character with stone 

back from the roof, porch, and roof columns. The nice propor-
by r o o f l i n e , b annisters, porch and columns along with the 
curve of the roof and the chimneys present a very French 
h i s t o r i e s alIude to the number of Frenchmen In t h i s area and 

d t h i r d marriage licenses in the county were taken out by 
Imi la r g a l l e r y porches are found on Accadlan houses near New 
the curved r o o f l i n e . The Greek d e t a i l over windows and doors 

u l l d i n g to I l l i n o l s vernacular of the period. 
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The r i v e r e l e v a t i o n with i t s second f l o o r balcony and f i r s t f l o o r porch 
with the deep overhang of the steep roof i s surely the r e s u l t of the 
owner-builder's desire to take advantage of the s i t e and the views of 
the r i v e r as well as to make a statement that a l l passing r i v e r b o a t s 
could see. The bui Iding's major purpose was a f t e r a l l as a store f o r 
the r i v e r trade. The r i v e r e l e v a t i o n does evoke an immediate ster e o ­
t y p i c a l response in the viewer, but a f t e r researching the b u i l d i n g I t s e l f , 
one i s impressed by the wealth of a r c h i t e c t u r a l and s t y l i s t i c i n t e g r i t y 
p resent. 

The l a s t reference 1 s h a l l c i t e is in the diary of one of the younger 
Gordons who l i v e d approximately at the present l o c a t i o n of Hamilton, 
I l l i n o i s . On the 13th of February, 1845, he attended a b a l l at the 
F e l t ' s at which he danced from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. (This may ex p l a i n the 
rough c o n d i t i o n of the f i r e p I ace.)^^^ 

Cyrus F e l t prospered and b u i l t a much larger stone house 6 miles Inland 
from t h i s location which may s t i l l contain the mail s l o t cabinet he used 
when postmaster at Montebello, presumably handling the mail of L t . Robert 
E. Lee, p r i o r to 1840. 
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FOR SALE 

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET 
NATIONA L GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929 

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS 
BY U, S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 

STATE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, URBANA, ILLINOIS 61801, 
AND IOWA GEOLOG ICAL SURVEY, IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240 

A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

Heavy-duty .... 

Medium-duty .. 

648000m.[ 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Light-duty 

R. 8 W. 

40 " 22'3011 

91 "15' 
R. 7 W. 

Un improved dirt """'====== = 

0 U.S. Route Q State Route 

HAMIL TON, IL L.- IOW 
N4022.5- W9115/7 .5 

1964 
PHOTO REVISED 1975 

AMS 2764 TV NE- SERIES V863 



ENTRIES IN THE NATICmL REGISTER 

STATE ILLdOIS 

Date Entered '̂̂AR I 8 1980 

Nane Location 

Cumberland PrMbytarlaa Church 

Peoria Waterworks (Pumping Station #1, 
Pumping Station §2, Main Well House) 

Stevenson I., Adlal E. House 

Keystone Bullding 

Paramount Theatre 

Pattington Apartments 

Pelt, Cyrus, House 

Peoria 

Peoria'County 

Pecrla 
Peoria County 
Metamora 
Woodford County 

Aurora 
Kane County 

Aurora 
Kane County 

Chicago 
Cook County 

Hamilton 
Hancock County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson 

Honorable Charles H. Parcy 
Honorable Robert H. Michel 
Honorable Tom Corcoran 
Honorable Sidney R. Tates 
Honorable Tom Railsback 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Dr. David Kenney 
Director, Department of Conservation 
602 State Office Building 
400 South Spring Street 
Springfield, Illlnols 62706 

NR Byers/bjr 3/21/80 
. further infonnation, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401, 


