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The Orson Rogers house i s a Greek R e v i v a l residence b u i l t i n c 1846 
by one of the e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s of C o r a l Tovmship, McHenry County, 
I l l i n o i s - The house has two s t o r i e s . I t i s b u i l t of wood, painted 
white with black s h u t t e r s f l a n k i n g the f r o n t facade windows and has 
an asphalt s h i n g l e roof. 

At the f r o n t of the house i s a porch w i t h s i x 14 f o o t t a l l , sym­
m e t r i c a l l y placed D o r i c coliimns supporting the roof which p r o j e c t s 
over the f r o n t porch extending the f u l l width of the house. There are 
four windows i n the f r o n t facade, two on each side of the doorway. 
Beneath each window i s a panel w i t h a simple double medallion p a t t e r n . 
The doorway has a massive mantle supported by two p i l a s t e r s and two 
coliamns i n the Doric order between the door and the narrow windows 
on e i t h e r s i d e of the door. On the sides of the house one can see 
finrther examples of the symmetry and d e t a i l popular i n the Greek 
R e v i v a l S t y l e . The roof of the f r o n t p a r t of the house i s a peaked 
saddleback w i t h a h e a v i l y emphasized c o r n i c e . At the center of the 
l e f t w a l l ( f a c i n g the house) i s a lar g e bay. 

The house i s b u i l t on a foundation of stone and hand-hewn oak timbers. 
The e n t i r e house i s c l a d w i t h clapboards, although those i n use are 
probably not the o r i g i n a l . 

At the r e a r of the house i s a simple s i n g l e s t o r y extension w i t h 
r o o f l i n e perpendicular to the main p o r t i o n of the house and l a c k i n g 
Greek R e v i v a l d e t a i l s . 

The adjacent Orson Rogers and Anson Rogers homes were o r i g i n a l l y 
v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l , however, the Orson Rogers su r v i v e s v i r t u a l l y 
u n a l t e r e d . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

llTe Orson Rogers house i s an e x c e l l e n t example of Greek R e v i v a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n I l l i n o i s . The Greek R e v i v a l s t y l e i s u s u a l l y 
not found t h i s f a r n o r t h , making the Orson Rogers house and i t s 
very s i m i l a r neighbor, the Anson Rogers house, unusual f o r the 
northeastern I l l i n o i s r e g i o n . The elegant s i m p l i c i t y " ' o f the 
facade and i t s u n a l t e r e d c o n d i t i o n make the house e s p e c i a l l y 
notable. 

Orson Rogers and h i s brother Anson, b u i l d e r of the neighboring 
house, were among the e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s i n McHenry County. Orson 
Rogers was a prominent banker and businessman i n the county. At 
one time, the farm on which the house s i t s had a l a r g e b u t t e r and 
cheese f a c t o r y which served the Palmer House and other major 
h o t e l s i n Chicago. 

The house i s n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l t o the Anson Rogers House which 
Talbot Hamlin, i n h i s Greek R e v i v a l A r c h i t e c t u r e i n America, 
i d e n t i f i e s as a s i g n i f i c a n t type which r e v e a l s the c u l t u r a l 
a t t i t u d e s of the e a r l y s e t t l e r s i n the region- He a l s o suggests 
t h a t t h i s type of b u i l d i n g i s very l i k e cottages found on the 
Maine coast and i s probably d e r i v e d from Edward Shaw's Rural 
A r c h i t e c t u r e . 
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gSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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NATIONAL STATE LOCAL_><_ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Histonc Preservation Act of 19B6 (Public Law 89-665), I 
tiereby nominate tfiis property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Sef\3se. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION; ORSON ROGERS HOUSE 

The Orson Rogers house i n Section 6 of C o r a l Township, McHenry 
County i s located w i t h i n an area which i s three hundred f e e t i n 
depth extending southwest and perpendicular from the r i g h t - o f -
way of U.S. Route 20 (E. Grant S t . , Marengo, I l l i n o i s ) and two 
hundred fe e t i n width p a r a l l e l to Rt. 20 and extending one 
hundred f e e t i n each d i r e c t i o n from the center of the facade 
of the house. 
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life and land together 

605 WM. G. STRATTON BUILDING "400 SOUTH SPRING STREET •SPRINGFIELD 62706 
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601 

David Kenney, Director • James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director 

April 5, 1979 

RECEIVED 
APR 1 8 1979 

NATIONAL 
REG'STER 

William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
Heritage, Conservation & 

Recreation Service 
A40 G Street, W 
Pension Building, Roan 220 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Dr. Mmrtagh: 

Enclosed are National Register nonination forms for the 
^ Graham-Ginestxa House in Rockford , ^ i i e Lanuel Milk J^fn in 

Kankakee, th^Drson Rogers Hbxjse in Marengo, and thfo-iXitch 
M i l l , vicinity of Batavia, Illinois. 

Thank you for your kind attention to these forms. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey S. Flaiming 
National Register Assistant 
Division of Historic Sites 

JSF/js 

Enclosures 



WILLIS S. BROWN 

1297 CLUB HOUSE RD. 

GLADWYNE, PENNA. 19035 

A p r i l 30, 1979 

Mr. W i l l i a m J . Murtagh 
Keeper of the N a t i o n a l Register 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

This concerns the Rogers, Orson House, IL, your number 
H32-NR. 

Please be advised that I have r e c e n t l y s o l d t h i s house 
and the surrounding land to Robert W. K l i n g , 19809 East 
Grant Highway, Marengo, 111. 60152. 

I have forwarded the m a t e r i a l you have sent to me to 
Mr. K l i n g . 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

I 

Wil l i s S. Brown 
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Bogars, Oraon, Houaa Marengo 
McHenry County 

I. 

Also Wotified 

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson 

Honorable Charlea H. Percy State Hlatorle Preaervation Officer 
Honorable Robert McClory Dr. David Kenney 

Director, Departaent of Conaervation 
602 State Office Building 
400 South Spring Street 
Sprlngfleldp Illinoia 62706 

NR Byers/bjr 6/25/79 

For further infonnation, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


