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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Orson Rogers house is a Greek Revival residence built in c 1846
by one of the earliest settlers of Coral Township, McHenry County,
Illinois. The house has two stories. It is built of wood, painted
white with black shutters flanking the front facade windows and has
an asphalt shingle roof.

At the front of the house is a porch with six 14 foot tall, sym-
metrically placed Doric columns supporting the roof which projects
over the front porch extending the full width of the house. There are
four windows in the front facade, two on each side of the doorway.
Beneath each window is a panel with a simple double medallion pattern.
The doorway has a massive mantle supported by two pilasters and two
columns in the Doric order between the door and the narrow windows

on either side of the door. On the sides of the house one can see
further examples of the symmetry and detail popular in the Greek
Revival Style. The roof of the front part of the house is a peaked
saddleback with a heavily emphasized cornice. At the center of the
left wall (facing the house) is a large bay.

The house is built on a foundation of stone and hand-hewn oak timbers.
The entire house is clad with clapboards, although those in use are
probably not the original.

At the rear of the house is a simple single story extension with
roofline perpendicular to the main portion of the house and lacking
Greek Revival details.

The adjacent Orson Rogers and Anson Rogers homes were originally
virtually identical, however, the Orson Rogers survives virtually
unaltered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Orson Rogers house is an excellent example of Greek Revival
architecture in Illinois. The Greek Revival style is usually
not found this far north, making the Orson Rogers house and its
very similar neighbor, the Anson Rogers house, unusual for the
northeastern Illinois region. The elegant simplicity 'of the
facade and its unaltered condition make the house especially
notable.

Orson Rogers and his brother Anson, builder of the neighboring
house, were among the earliest settlers in McHenry County. Orson
Rogers was a prominent banker and businessman in the county. At
one time, the farm on which the house sits had a large butter and
cheese factory which served the Palmer House and other major
hotels in Chicago.

The house is nearly identical to the Anson Rogers House which
Talbot Hamlin, in his Greek Revival Architecture in America,
identifies as a significant type which reveals the cultural
attitudes of the early settlers in the region. He also suggests
that this type of building is very like cottages found on the
Maine coast and is probably derived from Edward Shaw's Rural
Architecture.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: ORSON ROGERS HOUSE

The Orson Rogers house in Section 6 of Coral Township, McHenry
County is located within an area which is three hundred feet in
depth extending southwest and perpendicular from the right-of-
way of U.S. Route 20 (E. Grant St., Marengo, Illinois) and two
hundred feet in width parallel to Rt. 20 and extending one
hundred feet in each direction from the center of the facade

of the house.
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Department of Conservation
life and land together

605 WM. G. STRATTON BUILDING ¢400 SOUTH SPRING STREET ®SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE — ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601

David Kenney, Director e James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director

William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places NATIONAL
Department of the Interior el dno

April 5, 1979

RECEIVED
APR 18 1979

REC
R\

Heritage, Conservation &
Recreation Service

440 G Street, NW

Pension Building, Room 220

Washington, D.

C. 20243

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

® Enclosed are National Register nomination forms for the
Graham-Ginestra House in Rockford,ethe Lemuel Milk in

Kankakee,

son Rogers House in Marengo, and thi tch

Mill, vicinity of Batavia, Illinois.

Thank you for your kind attention to these forms.

JSF/js

Enclosures

Sincerely, ;

WS'M

Jeffrey S. Flemming
National Register Assistant
Division of Historic Sites



WILLIS S. BROWN
1297 CLUB HOUSE RD.
GLADWYNE, PENNA. 19035

April 30, 1979

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

U.S. Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

This concerns the Rogers, Orson House, IL, your number
H32-NR.

Please be advised that I have recently sold this house
and the surrounding land to Robert W. Kling, 19809 East
Grant Highway, Marengo, Ill. 60152.

I have forwarded the material you have sent to me to

Mr. Kling.

Sincerely yours,
R —
4/7,5./,0

Willis S. Brown



%L._: f oL REGISTER OF “Miss

]

H

!

! e~
i BB s crnep (RTTREETT
b ,

L)

]

%

;

- A
e tlE GALL g \

. =euEN '

PSS




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
ILLINOIS

STATE

Date Entered JUN 2 2 1979

Name Location
Rogers, Orson, House Marengo
McHenry County

Also Notified

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson

Honorable Charles H. Percy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Robert McClory Dr. David Kenney

Director, Department of Conservation
602 State Office Building
400 South Spring Street

Springfield, Illinois 62706
f NR Byers/bjr 6/25/79

For further information, pleqse call the National Register at (202)343-6401.




