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OLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
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Winnebago County Courthouse 

CITY. TOWN 

Rockford 

STATE 

111inois 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TfTLE 

I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c S i t es Survey Inventory - Department of Conservation 

DATE 
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DESCRIPTION 

I 

CONDITION 

X_EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED 

—GOOD —RUINS 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 
SLTVLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL A P P E A R A N C E 

The 2 story s t ruc ture was b u i l t w i th a f r o n t , center , and rear s e c t i o n . 
The f ron t section' 's ex t e r io r cons is t s of No. 1 Indiana Pressed B r i c k , the 
center and rear sect ions having comaion b r i ck w i t h a l l window and door 
triranings of J o l i e t Stone. 

To the l e f t of the facade i s a double door entry (the doors and transom 
having etched f r o s t e d g lass) shel tered by an ornamented porch; the center 
l i n e boasts an i d e n t i c a l set of bay windows, one atop the other ; inset to 
the r i g h t i s a s ing le entry door w i t h porch which was the doc to r ' s o f f i c e 
entrance and i s designed to match the f ron t porch but i n l esse r p ropor t ion . 
A squared set of bay windows i s featured on the south s ide of the f r o n t 
s ec t i on . A l l bay windows and porches are trinmed in ornamented wood brackets 
and patterns of geometric, s c ro l lwork , and inc i sed s t y l i z e d f lowers , and a l l 
topped wi th o r i e l roofs and, except f o r the lower f r o n t bay, crowned by i ron 
fences . The deck roof a l so features an i ron fence . The verge boards under 
the peaks of the 3 roof gables , f r o n t sec t ion , are festooned by a sawnwood 
ornament resembling a medieval spear point ing downward. There i s a s p e c i a l 
wh i s t l e and t a l k i n g tube device at both facade entrances used to reach the 
doctor i n his s leeping chamber u p s t a i r s . 

An addi t ion to the rear sec t ion was added wi th in the l a s t 25 years . One 
window on the south s ide of the rear sec t ion was a l t e r e d . The ba lus te r and 
hand r a i l leading to the double door entry was removed. The natura l b r i c k 
was painted white during the 1930's and has remained. 

Except f o r minor r e p a i r s , the b u i l d i n g i s i n exce l len t c o n d i t i o n . 
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1 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD A R E A S OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
• 

—PREHISTOHIC —ARCHEOLOGY.PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

j —1500-1 B99 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

—1600-1699 ^-ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY • —SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

1 ^ 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 9 9 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY TRANSPORTATION 

i —1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT OTHER ISPECIFYI 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1883 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ^^^^y flebard/John Winchester 

t STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dr. William H. Roberts home was b u i l t in 1883 at a cost of $3,240 
and was considered to be, at that time, one of the f i n e s t residences in 
Pecatonica^. Dr. Roberts' concept of locating his residence/office on the 
Main Street near the downtown area and making i t e a s i l y accessible to the 
people i s , in i t s e l f , s i g n i f i c a n t i n that i t connected his l i f e and work 
as a physician and surgeon with that of the Pecatonica community. Also, 
his f i n e taste for qua l i t y construction and design are evidenced in the 
architecture of t h i s l ate 19th Century home. The e x t e r i o r of t h i s home 
s t i l l retains i t s ISSO's charm, and although progress has destroyed i t ' s 
inmediate neighbor and others nearby, i t s t i l l stands proudly among newer 
structures reminding us of an era long since passed. 

In 1960, an a t t r a c t i v e o f f e r to purchase t h i s home was made by an 
O i l Company to the owner f o r i t s reoioval along with the neighboring home, 
the l a t t e r home being demolished and a gas s t a t i o n erected. Fortunately, 
the 30 year owner rejected a l l offers made by the G i l Company; thus, a 
s i g n i f i c a n t step towards i t s preservation. Being located in a zoned 
business d i s t r i c t , the house i s highly vulnerable to commercialization, 
and for that reason, i t was purchased i n 1977 to preserve and protect i t s 
h i s t o r i c value. 

Dr. Roberts passed away June 23, 1886 from a lengthly i l l n e s s at the 
early age of 33.^ While his l i f e and profession i n Pecatonica was s h o r t l i v e d , 
he had won many friends and was highly respected by a l l . 

The Dr. William H. Roberts home was b u i l t during a t r a n s i t i o n era when 
Gothic Revival and I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e s were r e a l i z i n g t h e i r conclusions and a 
new b i r t h of Queen Anne was being a c c e p t e d — a l l of these s t y l e s including 
basic p r i n c i p l e s of Eastiake influenced the t o t a l design of t h i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
c l a s s i c home. 
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Southerly 56 f t of Lot 4, North 6 f t of Lot 5, Block 12, O r i g i n a l P l a t of 
Pecatonica , Range 10, east part of northeast 1/4 (South of Pecatonica River) 
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the infonnation indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
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7 Description; 
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Bibliography: 

Geographical Data — Acreage; 

UTM Reference(s) 

Verbal Boundary Description; 

Certification: 

Photographic Coverage; 

Map Coverage: 

Other: 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to /tc^OL /S^dLA/tL-̂ dA^̂ —-

on the National Register staff, telephone c>P - 3 - (o ̂  o / 

Thank you for your attention to the above items. <^ 
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625 Main Street 
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(DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X_EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS X_ALTEREb —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ~ 

The 2 story structure was b u i l t wi th a f r o n t , center, and rear sec t ion . 
The f ron t section*s exter ior consists of No. 1 Indiana Pressed B r i c k , the 
center and rear sections having comoiDn br ick wi th a l l window and door 
triamings of J o l i e t Stone. 

To the l e f t of the facade i s a double door entry (the doors and transom 
having etched f ros ted glass) sheltered by an ornamented porch; the center 
l i n e b las t s an i d e n t i c a l set of bay windows^ one atop the o^her; inset to 
the r igh t i s a s ingle entry door wi th porch which was the doctor ' s o f f i c e 
entrance and i s designed to match the f ront porch but in lesser proport ion. 
A squared set of bay windows is featured on the south side of the f ron t 
sec t ion . A l l bay windows and porches are triawed in ornamented wood brackets 
and patterns of geometric, scrol lwork, and incised s t y l i z e d f lowers , and a l l 
topped wi th o r i e l roofs and, except fo r the lower f ron t bay, crowned by i ron 
fences. The deck roof also features an i ron fence. The verge boards under 
the peaks of the 3 roof gables, f ron t sec t ion , are festooned by a sawnwood 
ornament reseoibling a medieval spear pointing downward. There i s a spec ia l 
whis t le ap.d t a lk ing tube device at both facade entrances used to reach the 
doctor i n his sleeping chamber ups ta i r s . 

An addit ion to the rear sect ion was added wi th in the l a s t 25 years . One 
window on the south side of the rear section was alterred. The baluster and 
hand r a i l leading to the double door entry was removed. The natural br ick 
was painted white during the 1930's and has remained. 

Except f o r minor r epa i r s , the bu i ld ing is in excel lent cond i t ion . 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

X.1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

?JkRCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—UTERATURE 

—MILITARY ' 

—MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—REUGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1883 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT ̂ ^^^.y Hebard/John Winchester 

The Dr. William H. Roberts home was built in 1883 at a cost of $3,240 
and was considered to be, at that time, one of the finest residences in 
Pecatonica^. Dr. Roberts' concept_of J.ocati^g his residence/office on the , 
Main Street near the dtwntown area and making i t easily accessible to.t)t»e 
people is, in itself, significant in that it connected his li f e and work 
as a physician and surgeon with that of the Pecatonica community. Also, 
his fine taste for quality construction and design are evidenced in the 
architecture of this late 19th Century home. The exterior of this home 
s t i l l retains its 1880's charm, and although progress has destroyed it's 
immediate neighbor and others nearby, i t s t i l l stands proudly among newer 
structures reminding us of an era long since passed. 

In 1960, an attractive offer to purchase this home was made by an 
Oil Company to the owner for its removal along with the neighboring home, 
the latter hom̂  lleing demolished and a gas station erected. Fortunately, 
the 30 year owner rejected a l l offers made by the Oil Company; thus, a 
significant step towards its preservation. Being located in a zoned 
business district,^ the house is highly vulnerable to commercialization, 
and for that tea^on, i t was purchased in 1977 to preserve and protect its 
historic value. 

Dr. Koberts passed away June 23, 1886 from a lengthly illness at the 
early age of 33.-̂  While his life and profession in Pecatonica was shortlived, 
he had won many friends and was highly respected by a l l . 

The Dr. William H. Roberts home was built during a transition era when 
Gothic Revival and Italianate styles were realizing their conclusions and a 
new birth of Queen Anne was being accepted—all of these styles including 
basic principles of Eastiake influenced the total design of this architecturally 
classic home. 
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1. A r t i c l e of Agreement & Spec i f i ca t ions f o r Dr. Wi l l iam H. Roberts Home, 
dated A p r i l 1883: John & Carol Barron, Pecatonica, IL 

2 . THe Pecatonica News (Dec 1882 - Dec 1883 Book) B r i e v i t i e s : Mitchel l ' s 
P r i n t Shop, Pecatonica, IL 

3. The Pecatonica News, V o l XIV, No. 27, June 26, 1886, Obituary of Dr. Roberts 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Southerly 56 f t of Lot 4, North 6 f t of Lot 5, Block 12, O r i g i n a l P l a t of 
Pecatonica, Range 10; east part of northeast 1/4 (South of Pecatonica S ive r ) 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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PATE ENT6 

WILLIAM H . ROBERTS HOUSE (PECATONICA, I L L . ) 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER PAGE 

The Dr. William H. Roberts home was built during a transition era when 
Gothic Revival and Italinate styles were realizing their conclusions and a 
new birth of Queen Anne was being accepted—all of these styles including 
basic principles of Eastiake influenced the total design of this home. 

Basically the style of this home is Italinate (era concluded I885) with 
touches of Gothic Revival (which had lost its influence by I88O) and. Queen 
Anne (1875-1900) complemented by Eastiake. Its Italinate characteristics 
are its asymmetrical arrangements of the squared shapes and lines on the 
bay windows and porches, heavy omate brackets that support the five oriel 
roofs and the "port-hole" attic windows set under the medieval spear on the 
north and south sides. 

Symbolic of its Gothic Revival style is the Joliet stone trimmings that 
drape the t a l l slender windows and the medieval spear attached to each of 
the 3 vergeboard peaks. 

In 1883, the Queen Anne era was approaching its height and these 
characteristics influenced by Eastiake principles are: The omamental iron 
fences with Eastiake medieval motifs; the geometric squares and scrollwork, 
incised stylized flowers appearing on porches and bay windows; the frosted 
etched glass in double doors and transom; and lastly, the gallery effect 
of spindles which line both porch rails. 

Prior to I9OO, not many homes of substantial quality of design were 
built in Pecatonica, and the Dr. Roberts home is noted to be the only home 
of Its particular craftsmanship and architecture from the I88O period. 
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Doctor William H. Rober\Jts Home 1 
Pecatonica , Illinois ,o tth) C:::bA--4. v 
John E . Barron ' '_j 
May , 1978 
625 Main Street Pecatonica , Il . 
Street scene looking Northwest 
one 





Doctor William H. Roberts Home 
Pecatonica , Illinois ' 1o I~ fl'D 
John E . Barron !AJ,J;Je b v 1 

May , 1978 
625 Main Street Pecatonica , Il . 
Front left view looking Northwest 
two 
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Doctor William H. Roberts Home 
Pecatonica, Illinois .. I'D I /l 
John E. Barron VV'~"JEDA-q 1J l-- !J, 
May , 19 7 8 _.J 
625 Main Street Pecatonica, Il. 
Front view looking west 
three 
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Doctor William H. Roberts Hom1 
Pecatonica , Illinois ~,o ,.;;VC{)rrq CAJ, 
John E. Barron _:_J 
May , 1978 
625 Main Street Pecatonica , Il . 
Front right view looking Southwest 
four 
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Doctor William H. Roberts Hom1 
Pecatonica , Illinois i·1 ftl ~ ;JJ)t /)It q c(), 
J ohn E. Barron VV' ~ 
May , 1978 
625 Matn Street Pecatonica , Il . 
Double door front entrance looking 

five 
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Doctor William H. Roberts Home 
Pecatonica , Illinois ' \uA)r)t5 b~ttr 7\tJ) 
John E. Barron W 1 ,.J u ' 
May , 1978 
625 Main Street Pecatonica , Il . 
Double front bay windows looking west 
six 





Doctor William H. Rob~rfs Home 
Pecatonica, Illinois n.;0 ttJt3l.AA. 0 ~ I 
John E. Barron IN . ~ 
May , 1978 
625 Main Street Pecatonica, Il . 
Back view of front section w~th 

side bay looking Northeast 
seveo ..... 
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Doctor William H. Robe.r~s Homr C 
Pecatonica , Illinois W?,Jfl)f3 bt1-j · ~ ' 
Unknown (reproduced by John Barron) 
Approx 1910 ... ' 
625 Main Street Pecatonica , Il . 
Front right looking Southwest 

before neighbor was demolished 
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Illinois Department of Conservation 
life and tand together 

605 WM. G. STRATTON BUILDING •400 SOUTH SPRING STREET •SPRINGFIELD 62706 
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601 

David Kenney, Director • James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director 

January 8, 1979 
y5' 

Mr. Williain J, Murtagh 
c/o B i l l Brabham 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Heritage Conservation & 

Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed please f i n d the material which you requested 
to resume review of the William H. Roberts House. 

Sincerely, 

Keith A. Sculle 
National Register Coordinator 

KAS/js 

Enclosure 



E:NTRIES I N THE NATIONAL R E G I S T E R 

STATE ILLINOIS 

Date Entered JAN 2 9 1979 

Name 

Klneola EoCel 

Roberts, WUliam H . , House 

Location 

Fox L.Tice 
Lake County 

Pecatonica 
Winnebago County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson 
• 

Honorable Charles E. Percy State Hietoric Preservation Officer 
Honorable Robert HcClory Dr. David F.enney 
Honorable John B. Anderson Director, Department of Conservation 

602 State Office Building 
400 South Spring Street 
Springfield, I l l i n o i s 62706 

NR Byers/bjr 2/6/79 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 
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