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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

|
. v i
{
The 2 story structure was built with a front, center, and rear section.
The front section®s exterior consists of No. 1 Indiana Pressed Brick, the

center and rear sections having common brick with all window and door ,
trimnings of Joliet Stone. ;

To the left of the facade is a double door entry (the doors and transom
having etched frosted glass) sheltered by an ornamented porch; the center
line boasts an identical set of bay windows, one atop the other; inset to
the right is a single entry door with porch which was the doctor's office
entrance and is designed to match the front porch but in lesser proportion.
A squared set of bay windows is featured on the south side of the front
section. All bay windows and porches are trimmed in ornamented wood brackets '
and patterns of geometric, scrollwork, and incised stylized flowers, and all
topped with oriel roofs and, except for the lower front bay, crowned by iron
fences. The deck roof also features an iron fence. The verge boards under
the peaks of the 3 roof gables, front section, are festooned by a sawnwood
ornament resembling a medieval spear pointing downward. There is a special
whistle and talking tube device at both facade entrances used to reach the ;
doctor in his sleeping chamber upstairs. i

An addition to the rear section was added within the last 25 years. One ;
window on the south side of the rear section was altered. The baluster and
hand rail leading to the double door entry was removed. The natural brick
was painted white during the 1930's and has remained.

Except for minor repairs, the building is in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dr. William H. Roberts home was built in 1883 at a cost of $3,2401
and was considered to be, at that time, one of the finest residences in
Pecatonica’. Dr. Roberts® concept of locating his residence/office on the
Main Street near the downtown area and making it easily accessible to the
people is, in itself, significant in that it connected his life and work
as a physician and surgeon with that of the Pecatonica community. Also,
his fine taste for quality construction and design are evidenced in the
architecture of this late 19th Century home. The exterior of this home
still retains its 1880's charm, and although progress has destroyed it's
immediate neighbor and others nearby, it still stands proudly among newer
structures reminding us of an era long since passed.

In 1960, an attractive offer to purchase this home was made by an
0il Company to the owner for its removal along with the neighboring home,
the latter home being demolished and a gas station erected. Fortunately,
the 30 year owner rejected all offers made by the 0il Company; thus, a
significant step towards its preservation. Being located in a zoned
business district, the house is highly vulnerable to commercialization,
and for that reason, it was purchased in 1977 to preserve and protect its
historic value.

Dr. Roberts passed away June 23, 1886 from a lengthly illness at the
early age of 33.3 while his life and profession in Pecatonica was shortlived,
he had won many friends and was highly respected by all.

The Dr, William H. Roberts home was built during a transition era when
Gothic Revival and Italianate styles were realizing their conclusions and a
new birth of Queen Anne was being accepted--all of these styles including
basic principles of Eastlake influenced the total design of this architecturally
classic home.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 2 story structure was built with a front, center, and rear section.
The front section®s exterior consists of No. 1 Indiana Pressed Brick, the
center and rear sections having common brick with all window and door
trimmings of Joliet Stone.

To the left of the facade is a double door entry (the doors and transom
having etched frosted glass) sheltered by an ornamented porch; the center
line boasts an identical set of bay windows, one atop the other; inset to
the right is a single entry door with porch which was the doctor's office
entrance and is designed to match the front porch but in lesser proportion.
A squared set of bay windows is featured on the south side of the front
section. All bay windows and porches are trimmed in ornamented wood brackets
and patterns of geometric, scrollwork, and incised stylized flowers, and all
topped with oriel roofs and, except for the lower front bay, crowned by iron
fences. The deck roof also features an iron fence. The verge boards under
the peaks of the 3 roof gables, front section, are festooned by a sawnwood
ornament resembling a medieval spear pointing downward. There is a special
whistle and talking tube device at both facade entrances used to reach the
doctor in his sleeping chamber upstairs.

An addition to the rear section was added within the last 25 years. One
window on the south side of the rear section was altered. The baluster and
hand rail leading to the double door entry was removed. The natural brick
was painted white during the 1930's and has remained.

Except for minor repairs, the building is in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dr. William H. Roberts home was built in 1883 at a cost of $3,240
and was considered to be, at that time, one of the finest residences in
Pecatonica?. Dr. Roberts' concept of locating his residence/office on the
Main Street near the downtown area and making it easily accessible to the
people is, in itself, significant in that it connected his ‘life and work
as a physician and surgeon with that of the Pecatonica community. Also,
his fine taste for quality construction and design are evidenced in the
architecture of this late 19th Century home. The exterior of this home
still retains its 1880's charm, and although progress has destroyed it's
immediate neighbor and others nearby, it still stands proudly awmong newer
structures reminding us of an era long since passed.

In 1960, an attractive offer to purchase this home was made by an
0il Company to the owner for its removal along with the neighboring home,
the latter ‘home belng demolished and a gas station erected. Fortunately,
the 30 year owner rejected all offers made by the Oil Company; thus, a

} significant step towards its preservation. Being located in a zoned

| business district, the house is highly vulnerable to commercialization,
and for that reason, it was purchased in 1977 to preserve and protect its

' historic value.

Dr. Roberts passed away June 23, 1886 from a lengthly illness at the
early age of 33.3 While his life and profession in Pecatonica was shortlived,
he had won many friends and was highly respected by all.

The Dr., William H. Roberts home was built during a transition era when
Gothic Revival and Italianate styles were realizing their conclusions and a
new birth of Queen Anne was being accepted--all of these styles including
basic principles of Eastlake influenced the total design of this architecturally
classic home.
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The Dr. William H. Roberts home was bullt during a transition era when
Gothic Revival and Italinate styles were realizing their conclusions and a
new birth of Queen Anne was being accepted--all of these styles including
basic principles of Eastlake influenced the total design of this home.

Basically the style of this home is Italinate (era concluded 1885) with
touches of Gothic Revival (which had lost its influence by 1880) and, Queen
Anne (1875-1900) complemented by Eastlake. Its Italinate characteristics
are its asymmetrical arrangements of the squared shapes and lines on the
bay windows and porches, heavy ornate brackets that support the five oriel
roofs and the "port-hole" attic windows set under the medieval spear on the
north and south sides.

Symbolic of its Gothic Revival style is the Joliet stone trimmings that
drape the tall slender windows and the medieval spear attached to each of
the 3 vergeboard peaks.

In 1883, the Queen Anne era was approaching its height and these
characteristics influenced by Eastlake principles are: The ornamental iron
fences with Eastlake medieval motifss; the geometric squares and scrollwork,
incised stylized flowers appearing on porches and bay windows; the frosted
etched glass in double doors and transom; and lastly, the gallery effect
of spindles which line both porch rails.

Prior to 1900, not many homes of substantial quality of desigh were
built in Pecatonica, and the -Dr. Roberts home is noted to be the only home
of its particular craftsmanship and architecture from the 1880 period.
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lllinois Department of Conservation

life and land together

605 WM. G. STRATTON BUILDING ¢400 SOUTH SPRING STREET ¢ SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE — ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601

David Kenney, Director e James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director

January 8, 1979 Y

Mr. William J. Murtagh
c/o Bill Brabham
Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation &

Recreation Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed please find the material which you requested
to resume review of the William H. Roberts House.

Sincerely,

STl

Keith A. Sculle
National Register Coordinator

KAS/js

Enclosure



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ILLINOIS

Date Entered JAN 2 91979

Name Location
Minecla Hetel Fox Take
Lake County
Roberts, William H,, House Pecatonica
Winnebago County

Also Notified

Honorable Qﬁlai E. Stevenson

Honoreble Charles F, Percy State HDistoric Preservation Officer
Honoreble Robert McClory Dr. David ¥enney
Honorable John B. Anderson Director, Department of Conservation

€02 State Office Building
400 South Spring Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706

(_,Hﬁ__ Byers/bjr 2/6/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

()NAME as it appears on federal register:

®OTHER NAMES:

dale of entry;

county code:

Roberts, William H., House . JAN 29 197q 201
B LOCATION street & number city /7 town vicinity of state county n{rfé “REGION:
523 Main St, Pecatonica IL Winnebago Midwest
@ ownER RPRIVATE CISTATE_CIMUNICIPAL CICOUNTY _CIMULTIPLE CJFEDERAL (agency name) [® apominisTRATOR:
_DSWIE__CIFEDERAL

@ EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS CJHAER DNH{[.FUNDEW DYES DND l@CONGRESS olsm|CT)§///é]@s0uace of NOMINATION

Dxér 1 o

it state who prepared form?

O LocAL

CIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION

®CONDITION Ddetel iorated
Oexcellent Oruins Dunaltered Omoved
Dg‘o.od Dunexposed Oreconstructed Junknown
Dfair DOunexcavated Dexcavated

Daltered

[]orng‘inal site @ieatures

o CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1
O ONOT INTALT-O
éDunxnowuux

Z(JNOT APPLICABLE-7

o CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT~2
gD NOT INTACT-O

WO UNKNOWN -5

&GO NOT APPLICABLE-8

ggsuesmmmmmm-a
OINOT INTACT - O
>Dunxu0wn -6

Z D) NOT APPLICABLE- 9

@ACCESS (JOYES~Restricted [JYES =Unrestricted

@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE :

CJENGINEERING =11

D LANDSCAPE ARCH.= 15

[0 No Access DUnknow:l@)_APTlVE USE D‘E{IjNﬂL@'

SAVED? (O YES l IS PROPERTY A Hlstu, DibTR!CT"DytsDno

CIPOLITICS/ GOVT.~ 21

(O RECREATION -28

[@CLAiMo explain

first'O

O ARCHEOLOGY - prehistoric=2 (O COMMERCE =6 D ENTERTAINMENT-26 O3 LAW- (O RELIGION=22 [ SETTLEMENT-29
O ARCHEOLOGY = historic=-1 O COMMUNICATIONS -7 (D EXPLORATION -12 3 LITERATURE=17 0O SCIENCE- 23 J URBAN PLANNING =31 “oldest’ O
O AGRICULTURE -3 () CONSERVATION-8 O HEALTH=-27 [ MILITARY = 18 (3 SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)
O ARCHITECTURE=-4 O ECONOMICS-8 O3 INDUSTRY=13 J MusIC=- 19 3 SOCIAL 7/ CULTURAL-30 ‘only’ O
0O ART=5 (J EDUCATION-10 O INVENTION-14 O PHILOSOPHY = 20 [ TRANSPORTATION-25
@functions @dates of initial construction: E';Hsg(')%m(}r?gx"
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: major alterations :
CURRENTLY: historic events:
@architectural style(s): @architect: @master builder: @engineer:
@landscape architect/ garden designer: @interior decorator: @9 artist: @artisan: @bnilder/(wntractor:

@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL:

EVENTS ©

INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

reviewers initials date.

ST | F ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER& PUT ON REVERSE




