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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^ E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ O R I G I N A L SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS X A L T E R E D —MOVED DATE_ 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The o r i g i n a l portion of the Indian Point United Presbyterian Church 
i s a rectangular structure thirty-seven by sixty-three feet. Exterior 
walls of hand-fired brick are thirteen inches thick. P i l a s t e r s the 
width of one brick divide the north and south facades into three bays; 
the east and west facades, into f i v e . T a l l , full-arched windows 
re t a i n o r i g i n a l wooden shutters and limestone s i l l s . Also o r i g i n a l 
are the paneled entrance doors. Doors and windows are topped with 
brick arches. A pedimented brick gable featuring a semicircular vent 
and craved wooden cornice with d e n t i l s surmounts the sooth facade. 
The cornice i s contined along the east and west facades. Exterior 
paint colors duplicate the o r i g i n a l appearance of the church: white 
doors, window frames and cornice; green shutters. A modern l i g h t 
f i x t u r e and handrails constitute the only alterations to the main 
facade. HoWevei?, a one-story" brick "Fellowship H a l l " b u i l t i n I96O 
extends from the northeast corner of the o r i g i n a l structure. One 
window has been bricked up to accommodate the addition. 

The plan of the church i s simple. A vestibule flanked by a small 
cloakroom to the west and an enclosed staircase to the east extends 
across the width of the building. The gallery above overlooks a 
sanctuary with twenty-one foot c e i l i n g . The o r i g i n a l plaster c e i l i n g 
was replaced i n the 1920s. Original pine f l o o r i n g has also been 
replaced.. I n t e r i o r trim and hardware, however, are o r i g i n a l . Double-
hung windows- twelve by four and one-half feet Contain eighteen l i g h t s 
of early American plate glass. Fanlights are ornamented with carved, 
wedge-shaped imposts and keystones.^ The gallery front and most 
i n t e r i o r doors are paneled. Especially noteworthy are two doors i n 
the' south wall of the sanctuary; they are'topped with semicircular 
wooden panels carved i n a fan-like pattern. In t e r i o r trim was 
o r i g i n a l l y painted white but has been repainted a dark brown. Other 
i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s include the addition of s l i d i n g panels which 
now enclose the g a l l e r y , new l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s , and minor changes to 
accommodate modern heating and sound systems. Pews are said to be 
o r i g i n a l , but p a r t i t i o n s which once separated men and women congregants 
have been removed. 

The proposed s i t e , three acres i n area, follows the li n e s of the 
o r i g i n a l parcel of land conveyed to church trustees i n 1844. The 
grove of oak, maple and walnut trees which covers the s i t e i s said 
i n large part to predate construction of the brick church. H i s t o r i c a l 
photographs confirm that the setting has remained almost unchanged 
since 1905-
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SPECIFIC DATES BU ILDER/ARCHITECT Char les Tha tcher , b u i l d e r 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

While sim i l a r i n form and construction to a number of mid-nineteenth 
century I l l i n o l s churches, the Indian pomH- Church i s an unusually 
f i n e — a n d unusually late—example of restrained c l a s s i c a l s t y l i n g . 
B u i l t betx\reen i860 and 1862, the structure nevertheless embodies 
features which r e c a l l the Georgian t r a d i t i o n : a relatively.high-pitched 
pediment with semicircular vent, the ornamental "fan" motif, i n t e r i o r 
window treatment. The i n s p i r a t i o n for t h i s use of a long-outmoded 
style remains unclear. L i t t l e i s known of the builder, Charles Thatcher 
of Chandlerville, or the pastor. Reverend Robert R. C r i s w e l l . The 
fact that many of the o r i g i n a l members of the congregation came to 
I l l l n o i s from V i r g i n i a (via eastern Kentucky) may well have Influenced 
the design. -

This a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e structure possesses considerable 
l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l significance as wel l . F i r s t organized i n I832 as 
the "North Sangamon Presbyterian Church", t h i s congregation gave 
b i r t h to daughter churches throughout Menard County, i n Athens, i n 
Sweetwater, and i n I r i s h Grove. The church-sponsored "North Sangamon 
Academy" ( b u i l t across the road i n the l860s and replaced by a modern 
structure i n the 1920s) drew students from a wide area i n central 
I l l i n o l s and l a t e r became a nucleus of the Menard County public 
school system. 



[MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
H i s t o r y of Menard and Mason Counties. 0. L. Baskin & Co., Chicago. 

1879. 
Menard County Church H i s t o r y , The Petersburg Observer, Petersburg. 1976, 
Interview with Reverend Jim Thomson, Indian Grove P r e s b y t e r i a n Church. 
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Illinois! ^ | Department of Conservation 
life and land together 

605 WM. G. STRATTON BUILDING "400 SOUTH SPRING STREET •SPRINGFIELD 62706 
C H I C A G O O F F I C E - R O O M 100, 160 NO. L A S A L L E 60601 

David Kenney, Director • James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director 

January 18, 1979 \ \... ''^*1^K 

Mr. William J. Murtagh ^^'^TEf^ AT/ 
Keeper of the National Register ^^,y\\9. ^ 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places < / I-.- ,-r\ 
Heritage Conservation & Re...reauion Service 
Department of the Inter i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed are National Register nomination forms for 
Indian Point United Presbyterian Church, Reebie Storage & Moving 
Co., the Compana Factory, the George Clayson House, and the Mueller 
House 

*rhank you for your prompt attention to these forms. 

Sincerely yours, 

Keith A. Sculle 
National Register Coordinator 

Division of H i s t o r i c Sites 

KS/js 

Enclosure 



Mr. William J . Murtagh 

Washington, D.C. 20243 

7 

Athens, I l l i n o i s 
February 21, 1979 

Dear S i n 

Thank you for your l e t t e r conoerning the nomination of 

our Indian Point United Presbyterian Church (formerly North 

Sangamon Presbyterian Churoh). 

A l l the members of our Church strongly support the 

approval of t h i s nomination and earnestly hope you w i l l see 

f i t to name t h i s property to the National Register of H i s t o r i c 

Places, 

Sincerely, 3 
Mrs, J. Kennedy Kincaid, J r , 
Chairman 

Indian Point Presbyterian Church 

RR#2 

Athens, 111.. ^2(>%'f^\ 

-fTTorth Sar%^5iv United Presbyterian Church formerly) 

\ 

7 iMt>«̂ » 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE III.I"OIS 

Date Entered MAR 23 m 

Name Location 

StatQ Savinss Ixcan end Trust Company 

IfcoTG, C. 3 . , Hctisa 

^ ^ r t h Sangamon United Presbyterian Church 

Mul le r House 

O'l.l'icy 
A'jsi?.s CouTity 

Clinton 
r^TJitt County 

Athens v i c i n i t y 
Henard Cc^.tnty 

Arlington Hei.^hts 
Cook County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson 
Honorable Charles H, Percy 
ITonorable P'-ul Findley 
HonQrable E-^vsri R. Madi,';̂ >n 
Honorabla P h i l l i p M. Crane 

State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r ' 
Dr. David Kenney 
Director, Departinent of Conservation 
602 State Office Ruilding 
AOO South Spring Street 
S p r i n g f i e l d , I l l i n o i s 62706 

/ NR Byers/bjr " 3/27/79 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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