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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Eli Ulery House is a two story, brick structure, Italianate
in style. It is cubic in mass with a cubic cupola centered on a
hipped roof. It has four double chimneys, two on the east side and
two on the west side. Below the roof (which was replaced in 1978)
are decorative brackets which provide the only divergence from the
straight lines of the house.

There are six brackets on each facade beneath the eaves between
which are situated small (2' x 3') attic windows - 5 on the front
facade and 3 on the other facades. The four over four windows are
adorned by simple limestone sills and lintels.

The cupola has a hipped roof decorated by double brackets under
the eaves at the corners. The windows, here, are two over two and
there are three to each side.

The house is four over four in floor plan with a central hallway.

The two front rooms on the first floor contain marble fireplaces.
The remaining six rooms each formerly contained a wooden fireplace.
Five original fireplaces remain: one was covered; one was replaced;
and one marble fireplace recently collapsed.
. A one and a half story brick addition to the rear which housed
a kitchen and small bedroom was removed during the early 1940's and
replaced with a one story wooden addition which contains a bathroom
and a porch.

There originally was an Italianate porch with a balcony on
the front facade of the house. This was replaced during the 1920's
and the door on the second story which led to the porch has been
boarded up. There was also a second porch added to the west facade
of the house, probably at the turn of the century, which has since
been removed.

The major interior alteration occurred in the 1940's when
plumbing was added to the dining room to convert it to a kitchen.
The fireplace in that room was covered up as well at that time.

Other than that, no structural changes have occurred in the
house and, since the house has been tuckpointed, recently, it is
in basically good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Eli Ulery House is significant for its associations with
both its builder and his son, Eli S. Ulery, instrumental in the
settlement and development of the area through their efforts in
cattle ranching. °

Eli Ulery came from Pennsylvania to Illinois in the 1830's as
a cowboy and soon had acquired enough capital by 1851 to purchase
his own stock business of 600 acres. As his holdings and wealth
,increased, he was able to construct the residence that is the
subject of this nomination.

By the time of his death, in 1897, Ulery had acquired 1180

-acres and had expanded his business to include horse raising an
farming. . :

At his death, the ranch and farm passed into the possession
of his son, E1li S. Ulery, who further expanded the horse raising
business and farming operation. He, too, was a prominent county
resident. One county-wide contribution of the son was to purchase
40 acres for a Chautauqua park (not a part of this nomination)
that included a man-made lake, pavilion and several summer cabins.
The park land is located just south of the Ulery farm land:

Eli Ulery continued to utilize the land for farming and
ranching until 1921 when he committed suicide at the home of one
of his sons.

The farm remained in the Ulery family until 1932 when it was
sold to Grover C. Patton of Decatur. This family still retains
ownership of the farmhouse and 200 acres.
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Verbal Boundary Description

direction parallel with the East line of said Northeast * a distance

of 300 feet to a point; thence Easterly parallel with the South line

of said Northeast % a distance of 300 feet to a point; thence Southerly
parallel with the East line of said Northeast % a distance of 300 feet
to a point on the South line thereof; thence Westerly 300 feet to the
point of beginning. Situated in Macon County, Illinois.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Eli Ulery House is a two story, brick structure, Italianate
in style. It is cubic in mass with a cubic cupola centered on a
hipped roof. It has four double chimneys, two on the east side and
two on the west side. Below the roof (which was replaced in 1978)
are decorative brackets which provide the only divergence from the
.straight lines of the house.

There are six brackets on each facade beneath the eaves between
which are situated small (2' x 3') attic windows - 5 on the front
facade and 3 on the other facades. The four over four windows are
adorned by simple limestone sills and lintels.

The cupola has a hipped roof decorated by double brackets under
the eaves at the corners. The windows, here, are two over two and
there are three to each side.

The house is four over four in floor plan with a central hallway.
The two front rooms on the first floor contain marble fireplaces.
The remaining six rooms each formerly contained a wooden fireplace.
Five original fireplaces remain: one was covered; one was replaced;
and one marble fireplace recently collapsed.

A one and a half story brick addition to the rear which housed
a kitchen and small bedroom was removed during the early 1940's and
replaced with a one story wooden addition which contains a bathroom
and a porch.

There originally was an Italianate porch with a balcony on
the front facade of the house. This was replaced during the 1920's
and the door on the second story which led to the porch has been
boarded up. There was also a second porch added to the west facade
of the house, probably at the turn of the century, which has since
been removed.

The major interior alteration occurred in the 1940's when
plumbing was added to the dining room to convert it tc a kitchen.
The fireplace in that room was covered up as well at that time.

Other than that, no structural changes have occurred in the
house and, since the house has been tuckpointed, recently, it is
in basically good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Eli Ulery House is significant for its associations with
both its builder and his son, Eli S. Ulery, instrumental in the
settlement and development of the area through their efforts in
cattle ranching.

-~} Eli Ulery came from Pennsylvania to Illinois in the 1830's as-

v~ " a—cowboy-and-soon-had acquired enough capital by 1851 to purchase
his own stoek business of 600 acres. As his holdings and wealth
increased, he was able to construct the residence that is the
subject of this nomination.

By the time of his death, in 1897, Ulery had acquired 1180
acres and had expanded his business to include horse raising and
farming.

At his death, the ranch and farm passed into the possession
of his son, Eli S. Ulery, who further expanded the horse raising
business and farming operation. He, too, was a prominent county
resident. One county-wide contribution of the son was to purchase
40 acres for a Chautauqua park (not a part of this nomination)
that included a man-made lake, pavilion and several summer cabins.
The park land is located just south of the Ulery farm land.

Eli Ulery continued to utilize the land for farming and
ranching until 1921 when he committed suicide at the home of one
of his sons.

The farm remained in the Ulery family until 1932 when it was
sold to Grover C. Patton of Decatur. This family still retains
ownership of the farmhouse and 200 acres.
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The Eli Ulery House is significant for its associations with both its builder
and his son, Eli S. Ulery, instrumental in the settlement and development of the
area through their efforts in cattle ranching.

Eli Ulery came from Pennsylvania to Illinois in the 1830's, where he began
"buying, feeding and driving cattle to the Eastern markets, without permanently
locating at any point"," He continued these activities for a number of years.
In 1851 he married and thereupon purchased 600 acres of land in Mt. Zion
Township, where he established his permanent residence. As his holdings and
wealth increased, he was able to construct the residence that is the subject of
this nomination.

At that period, central Illinois had the highest concentration of beef cattle
(between 3 and 4.7 per 100 acres, depending on the county) in the state. Several
individuals were outstanding in the size of their herds and the extent of their
business. Among them were John D. Gillette and Samuel Funk of Logan County and

B. F. Harris of Champaign County. Harris' farm extended over 4,000 acres and
therefore was a much larger operation than the Ulery farm. According to one study
of the industry "Besides such well known men (as Funk, Harris and Gillette). . .
many smaller scale operators, to a certain extent influsnced by these leaders
were the real backbone of the cattle feeding business".” The History of Macon
County, Illinois, in the section on Mt. Zion Township mentions Eli Ulery, by name,
as a dealer in and shipper of stock and states that "The stock of the township
now comprises many of the best breeds and much attention is paid to stock raising
by farmers",

Eli Ulery then, though not one of the biggest producers of beef, did figure prom-
inently in the industry in Macon County at a time when cattle raising was one of
the most important contributors to the economy of central Illinois. By the time
of his death, in 1897, Ulery had acquired 1180 acres and had expanded his business
to include horse raising and Farming.

At his death, the ranch and farm passed into the pogsession of his son, Eli §,
Ulery, who further expanded the horse raising business and farming operation,

He, too, was a prominent county resident. One county-wide contribution of the
son was to purchase 40 acres for a Chautaqua park (not a part of this nomination)
that included a man-made lake, pavilion and several summer cabins. The park land
is located just south of the Ulery farm land.

Eli Ulery continued to utilize the land for farming and ranching until 1921 when
he committed suicide at the home of one of his sons.

The farm remained in the Ulery family until 1932 when it was sold to Crover C.
Patton of Decatur. This family still retains ownership of the farmhouse and

200 acres,.
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FOOTNOTES

1. Portrait and Biographical Record of Macon County, Illinois, pp. 672-3.

2. Feedlot Fmpire: Beef Cattle Feeding in Illinois and Towa, 1840-1900, p. 79.
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Verbal Boundary Description

direction parallel with the East line of said Northeast % a distance

of 300 feet to a point; thence Easterly parallel with the South line

of said Northeast % a distance of 300 feet to a point; thence Southerly
parallel with the East line of said Northeast % a distance of 300 feet
to a point on the South line thereof; thence Westerly 300 feet to the
point of beginning. Situated in Macon County, Illinois.
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lllinois ‘Department of Conservation
life and land together

605 WM. G. STRATTON BUILDING ©400 SOUTH SPRING STREET ¢ SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE — ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601

David Kenney, Director e James C. Helfrich, Assistant Director

May 7, 1979 \‘E" k™
MAY 1 5 1979 .
Reg, VAL Py
Dr. William J. Murtagh C“*E@ <
Keeper of the National Register N~ ¢
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service" ~/1 »(1Ku“

Pension Building, Room 220
440 G Street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed is a National Register nomination form for the
Eli Ulery House, vicinity of Mt. Zion, Illinois.

Thank you for your kind attention to this form.

Sincerely,

W@.ﬂa««m«’
Jeffrey S. Flemming
National Register Assistant

Division of Historic Sites
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

ILLINOIS
STATE

Date Entered UCT ' Eﬂg

Name Location

Ulery, Fli, House Mount Zion vicinity
Macon County

Also Notified

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson

Honorable Charles H. Percy State Historie Preservation Officer
Honorable Daniel B. Crane Dr. David Kenney
Director, Department of Comservation
602 State Office Building
400 South Spring Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706

(¥R Byers/bjr  10/3/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.




