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The Atlanta Public Library has been in continuous use since its dedication on March 28, 
1908, Designed by Paul A, Moratz of Bloomington and built by Joseph A. Reichel of 
El Paso, the building continues to be well-maintained and accurately reflects its 
original desiga 

The building combines two significant movements in American architectural history, the 
Neo-Classical Revival and the Octagon Mode. The plan of the structure is based upon 
a 48 feet diameter octagon but is dressed in Neo-Classical detail* Only the Classical 
front portico breaks the octagonal rhythm. 

Exterlort The library is sited on a 180 by 143 feet parcel in Atlanta's central business 
district at the southirest corner of the Intersection of Arch and Race Streets, The 
gi*ound$ are gra$s with a few trees and shrubs. A graveled parking area separates the 
Library from the Illinois Central Gulf Railroad through this downtown. Commercial 
structures dominate the adjacent blocks. 

The octagon plan Is evident from any of the eight sides of the structure. Seven faces 
are symmetrical with three tall llntelled windows In the main floor and three similarly 
spaced basement windows near grade. The entrance facade Is completed In the temple 
style. A central double doorway capped with a rounded arch Is flanked by two Roman 
Doric unfluted columns supporting a full pediment, graced with the words "Public Library" 
and "Museum". Dentils are In evidence on all facades. The columns are one inch cast 
Iron shells. The structure Is comprised of a basement, main floor, and roof. A string 
course defines the bottom of the main floor. The roof Is a typical of Neo-Classlclsm 
but Mates well to the octagon plan. The eight-sided red tile roof rises to a central 
peak, topped with a white finial. A single brick corbelled chimney rises from the 
fireplace In the northwest reading room. The library Is constructed of brick and be-
rock stones. 

InteriorI See continuation pages 3 and 4, The octagon mode determines the interior 
plan* The basement is primarily one large room, now with the Atlanta Museum. The 
basement was paneled In 1973 when the museum was established. The furnace and a store 
room flank the stairs and were partitioned at that time. (The building was constructed 
with a central furnace.) Wire glass Is used In the basement windows, as noted in the 
original plans. 

The main floor consists of the foyer, lobby, two reading rooms, and a stacks area. The 
foyer is at entrance level, with nine steps down to the basement and six steps up to the 
main floor. The lobby is a 14 feet, 3 Inches diameter octagon framed by archways to the 
three other principal areas. The reading rooms and stacks area are created by sections 
of the base octagon plan minus the central lobby area. One fireplace sits In the north­
west reading room. This plain brick fireplace was altered about 1960. A round-shaped 
hearth was replaced with a rectangular shape; the original materials were used. See 
continuation page #5. < 

Originally decorated In tan and gold, the plastered walls are now again a light tan* 
Gold accents Interior architectural trim. Including an Interior cornice at the base of an 

interior dome over the lobby area. All other ceilings are flat, Windows are tall and 
narrow on the main floor and evenly spaced. All woodwork is oak, A general restoration 
was completed in February, 1948. The main floor was carpeted in 1977. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Atlanta Public Library represents a well-maintained example of turn-of-the-entury 
public construction, combining two significant architectural styles, the Octagon Mode 
and Neo-Classlcal Revival* Alterations of the fireplace, carpeting on the main floor, 
and conversion of the basement to a museum do not detract from from the building's 
architectural quality. 

The Octagon plan relates historically to the Octagon homes espoused by among others Orson 
Squire Fowler in the mid-1800's. The advantages accounted to the mode wete compact, 
spacious interiors and better hearing. The octagonal form also relatedly closely to 
natural shapes. 

Slmulataneously, the architect Paul Moratz utilized the public style of the day, the 
Neo-Classlcal. The Influence of the Columbian and Pan-American Expositions resulted 
In a widespread use of the style In public and quasi-public buildings throughout the 
nation. As previously described, the portico and stylistic detailed highlight this 
style. 

As curious and unique as this combination of Octagon and Neo-Classlcal is the roof. 
This red tile roof comprised on eight flat ^triangular forms hints back to the Roman­
esque pyramldil roof not long out of common use. The Atlanta Public Library therefore 
Is a unique example of public construction In the Midwest. 

In addition, the building of the library represents a noteable example of a community 
wishing to improve the cultural climate with local efforts. Responding to the free 
library movement, the citizens of Atlanta had established the library In March, 1873. 
The present library structure was completed In 1908 without Carnegie assistance, an 

qtjrpleal, approach to library building at the time. Seward Fields, a former citizen 
donated the land. Public contributions paid the cost of approximately $9500, Including 
a $4000 donation by a local citizen Mrs. Martha Harness Tuttle. Further endowments 
helped then and continue to help support the library. These have Included the estab­
lishment of a rental shelf of new fiction by the Atlanta Woman's Club In 1924, most 
now transferred to the free library; continuing contributions by the Junior Woman's 
Club; a Memory shelf in memory of Local men who lost their lives In World War II by 
G. Harry Tuttle; restoration work by both woman's clubs; many private gifts; and 
further endowments by Seward Fields, Alice Tuttle, and Lillian Harry. Included also 
is a gift of three pictures of Abraham Lincoln over the fireplace, given by Clinton 
D. McWhenney, from the collection of his mother Mrs. Anna Strong Forgy, whose grandfather 
Sylvester Strong was a warm personal friend of Lincoln. The Atlanta Public Library's 
basement now adds to this climate with the establlshnenf of the city museum of the 
basement In 1973. 
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