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The M i l k barn is in good condition and is located on its original site. It 
is a t̂ wo story rectangular building with the long side running north and south. 
The barn was built between 1861 and 1868 as it appears in a lithograph entitled 
"Birdseye View of the City of Kankakee", published in 1869 by Ruger and Stores; 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

The barn is built of limestone taken f r o m one of many local quarries. 
While there have been alterations in the interior, the -wide bracketed cornice 
on the exterior is original . The windows and their frames are mostly original . 
The original carriage entrance is the current pedestrian entrance on the west 
side. A l l door placements are original . New shutters were added to the windows 
in 1973. A cupola with a weather vane highlights the roofline and is placed at 
the crossing of the two gables. The current cupola is a restoration built in 
1973 on the dimensions of the existing base. 

In the interiorjthe roof trusses having been made of rough cut f u l l 
dimension^are original . The f loor elevations remain the same. Originally, 
the second story floor included a groom's apartment. This has been removed. 
The f i r s t story floor was changed to concrete in the 1920's. Part of the present 
f i r s t story floor was altered in 1970 by laying br icks coming f r o m a portion of 
Dearborn Avenue, a street in the do'wntown business area which was eliminated 
for commercial building expansion. 

After its original use as a l ivery stable, the barn in about the early 1920's 
wasi used as a ear painting garage and then for about ten years was occupied by 
a sign painting company. Its next use was as a warehouse for a har'^ware store 
©•wned by F r e d Swannell,' Srv In 1973 it was converteCd'to'a b'dkery? and restaursint. 
At this time ovens were installed and located against an exterior stone wal l . 
No physical changes other than prefabricated metal venting in the ceiling were 
necessary for this alteration. Sinks were installed and the kitchen f loor was 
covered with floor t i le which is s t i l l in place. Modern electric lighting was 
installed. The walls and partitions have been painted white which was l ike ly 
the previous color. When the bakery and restaurant failed, the oven and other 
contents were removed and sold. There was no damage to the structure at 
this t ime. Currently, the barn is used as a meeting place for the Junior Service 
League and any other group which is interested in renting i t . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Lemuel Mi lk Stone Barn is significant because of the contributions of its 
original o-wner, Lemuel Mi lk , and is one of the oldest examples of Italianate 
architecture in the do'wntown business distr ict . Lemuel Mi lk was a leader in farming 
who pioneered in the drainage of local land and in the rais ing and breeding of purebred 
cattle and horses. M r . Mi lk also was involved in two major business enterprises, 
a department store at Chebanse, Illinois and the Waldron Ice Company. 

M r . Mi lk came to the Kankakee area f r o m the state of New York about 1855. 
Much of the land in the Kankakee area was described as wet prai r ie and was not 
t i l lable . M r . Mi lk drained large acreages and then turned it to pasture for large 
herds of cattle and horses and f inal ly to grain crops. One of his outstanding accomp­
lishments was draining in 1871 what was known as the Kankakee swamp and lowering 
of Beaver Lake. At one time he was reputed to be one of the largest, if not the 
largest lajidowner and stock grower in Illinois and Indiana ovming 25,000 acres. 

M r . Mi lk was a leader in merchandising. In 1868 he erected a huge building 
in Chebanse, Illinois to house a department store. When he determined that Kankakee 
was to be the area's major business center, he sold the store on March 1, 1883. 

Another important business was the Waldron Ice Company which began in 1876. 
This was his largest business enterprise. Ice was harvested f r o m the Kankakee 
River and nearly 500 men were employed in the operation. The ice harvest ran 
as high as 42, 000 tons. It is reported that M r . Mi lk used the Stone Barn for his 
ice wagons and their matched teams. 

M r . Mi lk was community minded and served as a trustee on the board of the 
Illinois Eastern Hospital for the Insane at Kankakee. He helped to organize the 
Mound Grove Cemetery Association and served as president f r o m 1882-1894. He 
is buried there. 

In addition to M r . M i l k ' s contributions the barn is significant as an example of 
an architectural type which is disappearing in the do-vmtown area. Only two other 
buildings remain which are contemporary or older. These are the F i r s t Baptist 
Church and the sanctuary of the Asbury United Methodist Church. 

The Bam i s also the lone remaining a rch i tec tura l fragment of the M i l k homestead. 
M i l k occupied a 17-room mansion once located on the corner of Oak and Indiana Avenue. 
The mansion no longer e x i s t s . The Barn vas the carriage house where the family cow, 
matched black team of blooded horses, the provendor fo r the stock, and the carriage 
was kept. 
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Of the People - Houde, Mary Jean and Klasey, Jack. General Print C o . , Chicago, 
1968. 

In September 1975 the Kankakee Journal ran a series of short articles on Lemuel 
Mi lk by Bruce Brown. 

Interviews on October 4 and October 10, 1978 with Don DesLauriers: Curator, 
Kankakee Cotmty Histor ical Society. 



Property 

TECHNICAL, 
Photos 5 i 
Maps / 

CONTROL 

H I S T C ^ S N ^ 
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