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The Gundlach-Grosse house is a one and a half story rectangular residence,
facing East on a high foundation, on a sloping site which exposes the basement
at ground level to the rear. Beneath this basement is an arched brick cold
storage cellar. The house is of hand pressed brick, painted white, with a
decorative corbeled brick frieze. At each end of the gabled roof there are
paired inside chimneys on either side of the ridge. There are three gabled
dormers on the front facade, and three on the back.

Cast iron pilasters and Ionic columns supporting an entablature and
pediment flank the classically detailed central entry. A recessed eight
paneled front door is framed by a transom and sidelights which still hold
their original stained glass. Leading up to the entry is a limestone stoop
with solid railings, surmounted by limestone urns. The urns appear in the
earliest known photographs of the house. The base of the cast iron grill-
work fence which  surrounds the property is also of limestone.

On either side of the central entry are two plain, double-hung, two
over two windows, flanked by the original louvered shutters. One exceptional
feature of the house is the cast iron lintels, which feature broken, decorative
scroll pediments.

The house was originally built as a double family dwelling, for two
brothers and their families -one family occupying the north side and one the
south. It is built on a central hall plan with two large connecting rooms
on either side. This plan is repeated on each of the three floors, including
the "walk-in'" basement. Soon after the completion of the main part of the
house the owners added a framed room on the rear at the street level. This
room served as a kitchen. Adjoining it was a closet sized room containing
a marble washstand and copper bath tub built into cabinets. This area has
since been remodeled as a modern kitchen.

The central hall with paneled wainscoting leads to an open staircase.
The four-paneled interior doors have frames with simple pediments, and are ‘
original, as is all of the interior woodwork in the house including the
staircase and random width wood floors. ‘

Behind the house is a brick paved area with the site of an old cistern
and a well identifiable. There is a square brick outbuilding, apparently
built about the same time as the house, trimmed with the same decorative
corbeled brickwork. It has arched doorways and a hip roof, topped with a
vent cupola. This building is thought to have been originally a smokehouse.
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Some time before the turn of the century, the owners added another small
room to the back of the house at street level on the north end, forming a
porch between the two added rooms. Subsequent owners have recently enclosed
this area on the street and basement levels. The room additions have been
re-sided with aluminum siding.

Around 1950 there was decorative and restorative work done on the house,
but there were no changes in the interior plan or woodwork, nor on the exterior
appearance of the house. With the exception of the additions on the back, the
house still stands today as it did when completed in 1857.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Author and historian Charles van Ravenswaay has described this house
as "one of the most sophisticated early houses in the Middle West." It is an
exceptional example of the Greek Revival houses that German settlers built
in Tllinois. 1In German communities, the masons were especially adept at
brick ornament, so decorative and corbeled brickwork were often features of
these houses. The simple and symmetrical design of the Gundlach-Grosse house
reflects the values and culture of a group of people who combined their own
building traditions with those which they found prevalent in their new country.

Built in 1856-57 for brothers John and Philip Peter Gundlach as a two
family residence, the house was reportedly built by a Mr. Hill, who also
constructed a number of buildings in the St. Louis viecinity. The Gundlach
brothers jointly owned the Monroe Brewery, housed in a brick building which
the brothers had built at the same time as the residence, and just down the
street from it. John Gundlach was one of the first Trustees of the town
of Columbia from 1859, when it was organized, until 1861, and again from
1863 until 1867. He was the third Mayor of Columbia, serving from 1865 until
1869.

About 1870 Philip Peter sold his interests in the residence and the
brewery to his brother John, and moved to Belleville, The brewery, however,
continued in the Gundlach family for four generationms.

In 1873 John Gundlach sold the house to Ernst Grosse, proprietor of
a popular tavern and hotel in Columbia. The Buck Tavern, which Grosse
established in 1840, was a large framed building on Main Street that served
as a stage coach stop and center for many cultural and social activities in
Columbia. Members of the Grosse family continued to occupy the home until
about 1950, when a Dr. Emmert purchased it and did some restoration work.

see continuation sheet
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In a letter written around 1953, a grandaughter of John Gundlach related
some of the early life of the house. John Gundlach's wife was a pianist and
singer, encouraging entertainment, and open house was held almost daily for
the people of Columbia, often including persons of note. During the Civil
War, the Gundlach brothers belong to the Home Guard, and the ladies would
gather at the house to tear and roll bandages for wounded soldiers. It is
reported that once the "secesh'" marched on the place, but bloodshed was
avoided by filling them with beer instead of bullets.

The Gundlach-Grosse house has achieved recognition as one of the most
well preserved examples of this period of German immigrant architecture, and
represents the events and lives of some of the people from the formative days
of the community.
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