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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Burnham Athenaeum, built in 1896, is situated on two adjacent urban lots
forming a 132' square site, near the downtown business center of Champaign,

I11inois. The building faces West Side Park to the south. This large, open
public park is the oldest in the county and allows an uninterrupted view of

the Athenaeum looking north.

The exterior of the two story neo-classic style building is of cream-colored
Powhattan brick, with horizontal bands of matching terra cotta at the window
sill lines. The front (south) facade features a classical pediment surmounting
four engaged fluted lonic columns. Below the pediment the frieze is inscribed
with the words 'The Burnham Athenaeum.'' Above the door of the symmetrical
entrance portico, the following statement is also inscribed in terra cotta:
"This building was erected by A.C. Burnham as a free public library for the
city of Champaign anno domini MDCCCXCV.' A hip roof of light green slate caps
the building, which has a modified "T'" shaped plan. The building is 70' deep
and 92' wide at its extreme points.

Minor modifications were made to the exterior structure in 1970-71. A vestibule
was added at the main entrance and a fire escape was added on the northeast.

At that same time, window-style air conditioners were installed in many windows.
In most cases, the section of sash was removed to receive the units. No other
changes have been made on the exterior of the structure from its original
construction.

The interior of the building features & large front staircase leading to the
second floor. Service stairs descend to the basement both here and in the
northeast. The first floor contains reading rooms, circulation desk, book
stacks, work room and toilet.

The second floor features a large meeting room (since subdivided), children's
reading room, librarian's office, staff room, and recently, two tcilets. Plastered
ceilings and walls on both floors are high and delineated with wood beams. Large
single-1ight sash windows provide ample natural light.

Also in 1970-71, certain modifications were made to the interior of the building.
A suspended acoustical tile ceiling was installed with new flourescent lighting,
covering up but not destroying the original beamed ceiling. A new electrical
service was added to serve the window air conditioners, etc. Smoke doors were
added on the first floor to enclose the front staircase. The circulation desk was
removed and a new one installed near the entry vestibule. In addition, new
non-structural partitions were installed on the second floor to provide more

work space, increased children's room and toilets.

In summary, the building has been altered very little during its lifetime, and is
in good structural condition. Modifications which have been made can be easily
reversed. With proper planning and supervision the Burnham Athenaeum can

readily be restored to its original condition.
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—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1896, 1970 BUILDER/ARCHITECT  Julius A. Schweinfurth

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Burnham Athenaeum of Champaign, 111inois was erected in 1896 through the
generosity of Albert C. Burnham. Until that time the public library had been
housed in two different temporary locations. Julius A. Schweinfurth, F.A.l1.A.,
was the architect. He received his architectural training in the Boston firm of
Peabody and Stearns, and remained as a draftsman for 13 vears. From 1884-1886,
he practiced in Cleveland with his brother, Charles. The years from 1836-1895
seemed to have been spent in study and travel abroad--we know he attended the Ecole
des Beaux Arts in Paris and also travelled to London, Florence, and Rome. In
1895, he returned to Boston and opened an office on State Street. His reputation
was secured with the many buildings he designed for Wellesley College and his
churches, schools, municipal, and private buildings constructed in the Boston
area. Youngstown, Ohio has some of his work, but the Burnham Athenaeum seems to
be the westernmost example of his work.

The Burnham Athenaeum was one of the first commissions he received upon his
return from Europe. He published the plans in The American Architect & Building
News of Axril 25, 1896 and made these comments:

"This public library is now being built at a cost of $35,000, the gift of A.D.
Burnham, Esq. of Champaign. The first floor contains a stairway hall, a small
reception or private reading room, the delivery room, main reading room, rz=ference
room, librarian's room, book stack room (present capacity, 50,000 to 60,000 books),
and the usual toilet arrangements. A peculiarity of the arrangement is that the
librarian standing at the desk can control all of the rooms. The second floor
contains various committee rooms, trustees' room, ante-room and a large hall, to be
used for the art collection and for meetings, etc.; this will seat from 400 to 500
people. The building is constructed on the ''slow-burning'' plan, the stack room being
especially well protected by tinned doors, etc., heated and ventilated by indirect
steam. The exterior is built of light cream-colored bricks and terra-cotta of
about the same tone, and the roof covered with light green slates.'

When the Athenaeum was officially turned over to the city of Champaign on December
17, 1896, the exercises were held in the First Presbyterian Church. Mr. Gere,
representing the donor, expressed Mr. Burnham's hope that the ''Library would grow
in usefulness...'". Dr. Draper, president of the Univarsity of Illincis, as
closing speaker said, ''We have been given this magnificent building and now we
should undertake to put it to its true uses. There is no Institution which can

be reared in a community which will work greater good than a public library."
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The connection between the University and the library began early on. In September,
1899, a children's department was opened and over the years has been a source of
practice of library theory for the Library School students and faculty. By 1923

three rooms and 16' of the auditorium had been given over to the Children's Department
on the second floor.

For 82 years the library has grown in usefulness, until now it must leave its home.
Books, audio-visual equipment, art reproductions have gradually reduced the space
for '"'suitable reading and lecture rooms'' as specified in the original deed of gift.
However, this aspect of the building's use could be revived.

The view from the windows of the upper hall fronting on the park (much admired at
the library reception) has changed little in 82 years. West Side Park, (the first
park in Champaign County, c. 1854) provides a pleasing landscape for the area. Its
bronze fountain, ''"Prayer for Rain'' was installed in the park in 1899 and is the
work of Edward Kemeys who designed several groups for the Columbian Exposition.

The neo-classic form of the library with its lonic columned facade also reflects
the impact of the Columbian Exposition. Mr. Schweinfurth's former employer,

Peabody & Stearns, was one of the five firms which planned the exposition buildings.

At the east side of the park, there remain the homes of Mr. Burnham's banking
partners, Mr. Trevett and Mr. Mattis, whose bank held the original trust for the
Athenaeum. These two homes, Trevett House (1900 Georgian Revival), and the
Mattis House (1883 Queen Anne style) compliment the Athenaeum, which reflects the
elegance and culture of the turn of the century.
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ke S THOMAS, MAMER, HAUGHEY & MILLER

STUART M. MAMER LAWYERS
ROGER E. HAUGHEY FIFTH FLOOR, FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
GEORGE S. MILLER POST OFFICE BOX 967 WALLACE M. MULLIKEN

LOTT H. THOMAS -
CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS 61820 (1913-1967)
GEORGE V. EIGHMEY

217-351-1500
WILLIAM J. BRINKMANN

DAVID K. HENRIKSEN \

Mr. Keith A. Sculle

National Register Coordinator
Division of Historic Sites
405 East Washington
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Dear Sir:

The library is in receipt of a letter dated January 24,
1978, directed to the Board of Directors of the Library of the
City of Champaign, notifying them that the Burnham Athenaeum, the
0ld home of the Champaign Public Library, is under consideration
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. Re-
cently, a court order was entered directing this building to be
sold at public sale in accordance with the statutes of the State
of Illinois, free of the restrictions imposed upon it by the
original donor, with the proceeds of the sale to be used for the
completion and furnishing of the new city library. I have been
asked by the president of the board to forward this decree to you
so as to provide you with some factual information as to the pre-
sent status of the building and the proposed disposition thereof.

Very truly yours,

THOMAS, MAMER, HAUGHEY & MILLER

Roger E. Haughey

REH:rf
Enclosure

cc: “Illinois Department of Conservation
605 State Office Building
400 South Spring Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Mr. Sherdie Jones
Mr. Peter Niemi
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EDWARD'R. MADIGAN

‘21sT BISTRICT, ILLINOIS

Congress of the United States
1Bouse of Representatives
Washington, P.LC. 20515

May 1, 1978

Mr. Chris Therral Delaporte

Director

Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service

Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Delaporte:

I am writing to urge that the Athenaeum, the
old Champaign public library, in Champaign, Illinois,
be placed on the National Register of Historic Places
as soon as possible.

I understand the building has been approved by
the Illinois Historic Sites Advisory Council. The
papers have been signed by the State Historic Preser-
vation Officer and forwarded to the National Park
Service, which I assume has forwarded them to you.

The preservation of this beautiful landmark has
strong public support, and there is much fear that
the building will be sold and put to some incompatible
use or torn down to make way for a parking lot.

I would very much appreciate your attention to
this matter and a reply at your earliest convenience.

Sinc bl
MA

Edward Madigan
Representative in Congress

Yol 4720

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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Honorable Edward Madigan
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Madigan:

Thank you for your inquiry comcerning the momination of the
Achenseun, Chanpaign, Illinols, to the National gt o ol
es.

Property owners are given 30 days to presemt writtenm comments on
the significance of the property prior to professiomal review of
the nomination at the National Register.
the Burnham Athenaeum ends May 18, 1978, at which time the review
of the nomination will be expedited.

property is iacluded in the National Register.

We appreciate your interest in historic preservatiom.

cc:

bec:

Mr. David Kenney

Director

Department of Conservation
602 State Office Building
400 South Spring Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Director's Reading File
Associate Director, Connally
Chief, OAHP

FHR-Lumpkin

FHR-CL

CL

NR

POR-4720

FHR:B Frandsen:1w:523-043155—17/78

Sincerely,

Chris Therral Delaporte
Director

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR

We will aotify you if the

iatoric

The commenting period for
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May 28, 1978

Mr. William Brabham

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Brabham:

The attached paragraph should clarify the questions you raised regarding the
Burnham Athenaeum in Champaign, I1linois to Brian B. Conway, architectural
historian, Il1linois Department of Conservation. |If you have other questions

or need further assistance regarding our application please feel free to contact
us at any time. Thank you for your review of this matter.

Sincerely,

Gary L./Olsen, AlA
Burnham Athenaeum Committee

GLO/mjr

cc. Brian Conway
Scott Keyes
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+BURNHAM ATHENAEUM
Champaign, l1linois

The Burnham Athenaeum (formerly the Champaign Public Library) is an excellent
example of post-Columbian Exposition neo-classical architecture in the Midwest.
Due to the influence of this trend setting exposition of 1893 in Chicago, prominent
eastern architects;who practiced primarily in revival styles such as Julius A.
Schweinfurth, the architect for the Athenaeum; received a renewed following in

the central states. The Athenaeum is the most notable building of its size and
style in Champaign County and among few in ll1linois which have retained the
quality of its architectural design through the years. Since the completion

of its construction in 1896 until February, 1978 it has been used for its

designed use and that use only--as the main library for the city of Champaign.

The Athenaeum has been listed for its significance in every historical and
architectural survey made in its vicinity including the I1linois Department

of Conservation inventories and other regional, county and city inventories.

Due to its continuous use as a library and Champaign's intellectual, cultural

and informational resource center the building's original architectural

integrity ha$ spanned over 80 years in time almost totally unscathed. The
temple-style facade with its terra cotta ornamentation and Ionic'columns are
completely intact and, except for a lighted sign and ''new' entry foyer (both

of which can be easily removed), appears as it did when it was erected. The
interior of the building including the high ceiling basement with its brick arches
and ''stepped'' footings and elaborate woodwork and beamed ceilings on the main
floors is also intact or easily retrievable from under dropped acoustical ceilings
or partition walls. The only major renovation to the structure was the addition
of fire doors and stairs at the northeast corner which is out of sight to the

main entry and easily screened off with landscaping. Due to careful maintenance
over the years the high quality of the architectural design and material selection
of the Athenaeum is still very apparent today. The building is structurally quite
sound and its physical condition today serves as a testimony to the craftsmanship,

intricate detailing and technical precision of its original construction.
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Honorable Edward R. Madigan ¢ Director, Department of Conservation

602 State Office Building

: 400 South Spring Street
{ NR Mott/bjr 6/9/78 Springfield, Illinois 62706
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: f, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CHAMPAIGN COUNTY, ILLINOIS

1

THE BOARD OF LIBRARY DIRECTORS )
OF THE ‘CITY OF CHAMPAIGN, - )
‘ : )
! Plaintiff, )
i _
vs. ) IN CHANCERY

. e o N 6765142
WILLIAM G. CLARK, ATTORNEY GENERAL g L E /

OF THE ‘STATE OF ILLINOIS, BRUCE BURNHAM
HARRIS, JULIA DODDS, BARBARA INGRAM, /i3 ;
MELISSA CHAMBERS, DEBORAH KODL, SIDNEY )OCT 241977

BURNHAM, WILLIAM BURNHAM, and JOAN ) i
BURNHAM GROOTHOFF, : yg;z-;} Dnadbice™,
: _ ) 7 4
Defendants. )CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

. SiXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
CHAMPAIGN- COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ORDER

This case coming'on to be heard upon the complaint of the

" Board of Library Directors of the City of Champaign and entries of
" appearance of all of the defendants, and the Court being fully advised

" . in the premiseé, FINDS:

~1. 1In 1876, the City of Champaign established a public

library and appointed a Board of Directors pursuant to statute.

2. On December 29,‘1894, Albert C. Burnham executed a Deed

5 df_Cift conveying the following described premises:

Lots 9 and 10 of Block 4 of Farnum, Clark and White's

Addition to Urbana (now a part of the City of Champaign)

situated in Champaign County, Illinois,
to phé Board of Directors-of the City Library of the City of Champaign,
Sfate of Illinois, togéther with the sﬁm of $35,600.00 for the erection
of \a library building on said premisgs.

3. The building contemplated by said Deed was completed in
l8§6 and @as dedicated December 17, 1896. 'The‘Library of the Cityrof
Champaign has been located in said building continuously from its
céméletion to the present time.

| 4, Said building contains approximately 9,800 square feet in
arégband in 1967 had a collection of 75,000 volumes. The population of
théicity-of Champaign at the timé of its construction was approximately

9,300; population currently is approximately 60,000.



i

’

5. Generally accepted standards for municipal libraries call:

3 3 ; .
for ;two volumes pericapita in the book collection and one-half a square

t

footéof floor space per capita based on the expected growth in popu-
t [ _ : :

* lation over a 20-year period.
cal 4 :

6. The suggested standards would require a collection of

: fZD,OOO volumes currently in a building with 40,000 square feet of

floor space.
7. 1In éddition, modern libraries provide many non-book

resources such as periodicals, newspapers, maps, documents, phonograph

~. records, films and micro-reproductions as well as facilities to use

these resources.

8. On the basis of the foregoing statistics, plaintiff

: determined that a new building was needed for the library for the

City of Champaign and one hés been constructed between Randolﬁh and

.;.Staté Streets and between Healy and Green Streets in the City of

- Champaign which is to be paid for by a bond issue approved by the voters

of .the City of Champaign.

9. The general purpose of the gift of said Albert C. Burnham

' was to provide a suitable facility for a public library for the City

of Champaign, and the direction that such library be housed in the

’presenp building on the present site permanently was secondary'to the

general purpose. -Changed conditions have made it impractical to carry.

" out the general and primary purpose ‘in the present building on the

K present site. The general purpose of the gift of the said Albert C.

Burnham can best be carried out by selling the existing library building

_and-site and by applying the proceeds from said sale to the costs of

constructing or furnishing said new library structure.

10. The gaid.Aiberc C. Burnham was survived by two children,
Robegt Davidson Burnhaﬁ and Mary_Burnham.' The said Robert Davidson
Bﬁfﬁham died leaving three sons surviving him who were Sidney Wilcox
Burﬁham, Robert Davidson Burnham, and Albert C. Burnham. The said

Robert Davidson Burnham and Albert C. Burnham died leaving no descendants.



Sidney Wilcox Burnhamrdied leaving three children who are Joan Burnham
Groothoff, Sidney Butrnham and William Burnham, all of whom are living
i _ SR

and:éil-of,whom dre heirs of the grantor of the property here in question.

I.

. 11. The said Mary Burnham died leaving three children: Bruce

"Burnhaﬁ Harris, Julia Dodds and Barbara Harris Dobbins. Bruce Burnham '

' . 'Havris and Julia Dodds are now living and are heirs of the éaid grantor

of the property here in question; Barbara Hérris Dobbiné died leaving
thre;.childfen; .Bérbara Ingram, Melissa Chambers and Deborah Kddl, who
:afe.all living and who are heirs of the grantor of‘the property here in
'“tquestion.
' I'T‘IS, TH‘EREFORE, ORDERED; ADJUDGED AND DECREED:
A. The general purposevof the gift of Albert C. Burnham in
';tﬁé'deed dated December 29, 1894, conveying the following descriged
'prémisgs;

1

Lots 9 and 10 of Block 4 of Farnham, Clark and White's
Addition to Urbana (now a part of the City of Champalgn),
situated .in Champaign County, Illinois,

fé the Board of Directors of the City Library of the City of Champaign

and State of Illinois was to provide a suitable facility for a public

‘libtary for the City of Champaign and the direction that such library be

houégd_in the .present building on the present site permanently was
gecoﬁdary to the generai purpose.
| B. Changed conditions have made it impractical to carry out
_f:the éenerél and primary purpose in the present building on the present
:’ sité. A |

| C. That the present building aﬁd site should be sold by the
‘Board of Library Directors of the City'éf Champaign at puBlic sale in-
‘:accofdange with the provisions of Paragraph 4-16 of the Illinois-Local
Library Act'(Paragrth 4~16, Chapter -81; Illinois Reviséd Statutes for

1925), and the proceeds should be applied to the construction or fur-

'niéhing of the new library building located between Randolph and State

: Stregts and Green and Healey Streets in the City of Champaign.

D. That the purchaser of said premises shall take the pfoperty

free of the limitations imposed in said gift from the said Albert C.

Burnham.

v
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