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jNAME 
HISTORIC Frank l in Square neighborfeood-"'' 

AND/OR COMMON 

F - r f l r > V 1 i n P a r k n P i g h h o r h o o d 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

300 and 400 blocks of E. Chestnut and E. Walnut S'k.j 
5^^ 900 block of N. P r a i r i e 6e N. McLean -,/ 

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN Bloomington 
VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

21st-Edward Madigan 
STATE 

— l l l i n o i B 
CODE 

-LZ. 
COUNTY 

M.^T.oar> 
CODE 

_L13-
CLASSIFI CATION 

CATEGORY 

X.DISTRICT 
—BUILDINGIS) 
—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

X B O T H 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

—XcCUPIED 
—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

A C C E S S I B L E 
X Y E S : RESTRICTED 

— Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

X_PARK 

X-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

jOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME M u l t i p l e 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

VICINITYOF 

STATE 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ^ ^ 
Recorder of Deeds, McLean Co. Courthouse Square, Office 

REGISTRYôF̂DEEDSEftf Asscsor, 426 Unity Bldg. or Planning & Zoning Commission, 07 W.—Jefferson 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

R l n o m i n g t o n 

STATE 

I l l i n o i s 
• R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

TITLE I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c Landmarks Survey 

DATE 
1973 —FEDERAL X s T A T E —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 1202 W. Main 
CITY.TOWN 

^S'arbondale llf |T4TE . 
m o I S 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 
—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The h i s t o r i c residences that form a perimeter along the sides of 
Franklin Square produce a sjmipathetic environment i n an urban sub-area. 

The Square i s 591 feet by 330 feet. The Square i s located seven blocks 
northeast of the Courthouse Square, the center of downtown Bloomington. 

The streets that front the Square on the south and north s t i l l show 
Bloomington's innovative 1877 b r i c k pavement. Most of the sandstone bloc 
curbs are v i s i b l e . 

In the Park are many of the o r i g i n a l plantings of white oak, hard 
maple, ash and buttonwood trees. There are 114 trees. Other amenities 
i n the Park are the lamps, seats, swings and trash containers and 
fountain for drinking. The cement walks are along each side and bisect 
the center. From each corner the walks meet at the center to form an 
oval. 

The perimeter of homes consists of 36 buildings. Twenty-one of these 
are constructions of the l a s t half of the 1800s. Three of the homes 
are early 20th century c l a s s i c modifications. The others are t3rpical 
moderate range home construction. Nine of the buildings are constructed 
of brick, the others of frame and lapboard siding. The height of these 
homes,up to 40 feet, and the large scale with space between each 
structure gives a sense of massive strength. A high percent of the 
buildings are well preserved and r e l a t i v e l y unaltered. The majority 
are i n good repair. The u s ^ a b i l i t y of these structures i s due to the 
i n t e r n a l structure where two by s i x studs are used behind s o l i d box 
framing. The perimeter of homes i s dominated by f i f t e e n of the out­
standing homes di s t r i b u t e d around the Square. Color, structure, size, 
and s t y l e create a sense of support and integration. The photos show a 
compatible juxtaposition of Queen Anne V i c t o r i a n , Georgian Revival, 
Romanesque, Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e and Richardsonian. 

A l l of the buildings are used as single or multiple dwellings with but 
one exception. 

Descriptive information, including early and present owners, date of 
construction, s t y l e , builder, or a r c h i t e c t , has been collected on 
thirteen of the homes. In spite of evident a l t e r a t i o n s the homogenious 
aesthetic q u a l i t y of workmanship i s v i s i b l e i n the exteriors of the 
buildings. The i n t e r i o r s a f f i r m the family motifs and the arts of 
carpentry c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the V i c t o r i a n period. 

There are two intrusions into the perimeter. One i s the small bungalow, 
marked A on the ink drawing, the other i s a modification of one 
d i s t i n c t i v e home for commercial use. The later i s marked B on the ink 
drawing. 
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The primary boundary l i n e of the neighborhood i s the back of the 
properties that face into the Square. This l i n e i s indicated by a 
penciled l i n e on the ink drawing. 

Some of the q u a l i t i e s that create t h i s d i s t r i c t area are: uniformity 
of facing into the Square, spacing between structures, t r a d i t i o n a l mix 
of an arc h i t e c t u r a l theme with a strong commonality, the exterior 
fronts create a facade l i n e or an horizontal binding (linkage) the 
perimeter to the Square. "Together they constitute the wall of 
continuity". (Murtagh, 1974). 

Cross streets and walks provide entrance and egress from t h i s V i c t o r i a n 
neighborhood. Sandstone curbs and brick pavements are v i s u a l markers 
to l e t a person know when he moves out of the surrounding community 
into a d i s t i n c t space with i t s own innate f e e l . 



01 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_ PREHISTORIC 

— 1400 1499 

— 1500.1599 
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— 1 700-1 799 

_ ^ 0 0 1899 

— 1900-

A R E A S OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK A N D JUSTIFY B E L O W 

_ A R C H E O L O G Y PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

. _ J \ G R I C U L T U R E 

2L^RCHITECTURE 

_ A R T 

—COMMERCE 

— COMMUNICATIONS 

COMMUNITY PLANNING 

.-CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

_ EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

— EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

— POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

_55)THER (SPECIFY) 

Sympathetic environment 
Homes of Prominent people 

SPECIFIC DAT ^60-1900 to present BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The homes that surround Franklin Square represent, sin g u l a r l y and c o l l e c t ­
i v e l y , a mid-American r e p l i c a t i o n of V i c t o r i a n architecture. Although 
modified from the o r i g i n a l construction design, the Dodson House, 901 N. 
McLean, constructed i n the 1870s, the Luman Burr House, 210 E. Chestnut, 
constructed i n 1864, the John T. L i l l a r d House, 302 E. Walnut, constructed 
in the early 1890s, the Joseph W. F i f e r House, 909 N. McLean, constructed 
1895-1896, anchor at each corner of the Square a remarkable v i s u a l 
configuration. The size, l i n e s , a r t i f a c t s , shape space i n an unmistakable 
style. 

Each of these structures with i t s s t y l e , d i v e r s i t y and uniformity of form, 
color, texture, and spacing contribute to creating an atmosphere that i s 
reminiscent of the 19th century neighborhood. These were the homes and 
the environment i n which the men and women that shaped or influence the chai 
acter of City and Nation l i v e d . The happy combination of homes, walks, 
trees, streets, l o t s and park constitute an authentic neighborhood fixe d i n 
the f l u x of American l i f e . Those who pause i n t h e i r passage through 
the Square f i n d the past p e r s i s t s into the present. 

The Park, Franklin Square, has been and continues to be the setting for 
p o l i t i c a l celebrations, the scene for h i s t o r i c meetings, a play interlude 
for c h i l d or student, a mini-point of quiet intersecting the hurried walk oi 
urban bound persons. 

The intangible heritage of the past, issues, t r a d i t i o n s , persons, are given 
substance i n that which i s seen and touched. 

HISTORY 

The Square was given by three leading c i t i z e n s of Bloomington: David 
Davis, ¥m. F. Flagg, and Wm. H. A l l i n . The deed i s dated A p r i l 26, 1856. 
The same deed records th e i r intent; "to be used as a place of public 
resort, past time and recreation for c i t i z e n s and strangers forever". 
The Square i s named to honor Franklin Price, who was Mayor of the City 
of Bloomington i the time of the g i f t . 

The families that have made th e i r homes i n these structures have d i r e c t l y 
influenced the p o l i t i c a l , commercial, educational, and r e l i g i o u s l i f e of 
the c i t y , of the County, the State of I l l i n o i s , and of the United States. 
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The Dodson House, 901 N. McLean, was the home of A d l a i E, Stevenson I. 
He was e l e c t e d V i c e - P r e s i d e n t of the United States i n 1892. Across the 
Street to the south, 809 N. McLean, was the home of Judge K e r r i c k , and 
l a t e r Judge Edward Barry, On the no r t h end of t h i s block, 909 N. McLean, 
i s the home of the former Governor of I l l i n o i s , Joseph W. F i f e r . In 
between these i s the home of Frank Funk, Congressman from 1921 to 1927, 
On the west side of the Square, 210 E. Chestnut, i s the home of Luman 
Burr. He was a c i r c u i t court c l e r k and a personal f r i e n d of Abraham 
L i n c o l n . This house i s constructed of a p i n k i s h cream b r i c k k i l n e d here 
i n Bloomington, D i a g o n a l l y across the i n t e r e s e c t i o n , 815 N. P r a i r i e , 
i s the Isaac Funk Home. I t was constructed i n the period 1869 to 1871. 
Isaac was the son of the Honorable Isaac Funk of Funks Grove. He was 
a farmer and l i v e s t o c k man. He owned 2260 acres of land. On the 
northwest corner of the Square, 302 E. Walnut, i s the home of John T. 
L i l l a r d . Mr. L i l l a r d was an attorney, t r u s t e e of Wesleyan U n i v e r s i t y , 
organizer of the Union Gas and E l e c t r i c k Co., and the K i n l o c k -
Bloomington Telephone Co. 

W i l l i a m Jennings Bryan d e l i v e r e d one of h i s o r a t i o n s i n the Square. The 
square was the po i n t of o r i g i n of the Torch L i g h t Parades, The most 
elaborate of which was staged i n September, 1848. The f l o a t s extended 
se v e r a l b l o c k s . In November of 1892, the Square-was the s e t t i n g of the 
c e l e b r a t i o n of A d l a i Stevenson's e l e c t i o n . General John McNulta 
d e l i v e r e d h i s address i n the Square on t h i s occasion. 

In November of 1893, the Square was the s e t t i n g of the c e l e b r a t i o n of 
the wedding of J e w e l l Stevenson, daughter of A d l a i Stevenson, I , to the 
Reverend Mr. Ma r t i n Hardin. Guests on t h i s occasion included Chief 
J u s t i c e F u l l e r of Cleveland, Secretary of the Navy H i l l a r d A. Herbert, 
General John C. Black, and Governor and Mrs. A l t g e l t . 

Through t h i s Square came the d i s t i n g u i s h e d guests of those f a m i l i e s 
that l i v e d i n these homes. Among the f r i e n d s of A d l a i Stevenson I were 
Ulysses S. Grant, Henry Wellcome, and Roger I n g e r s o l . Eugene Talmadge 
of Georgia, Theodore Roosevelt, and Clarance Darrow were house guests 
of Governor F i f e r , C a r l Sandburg spent s e v e r a l days w i t h the F i f e r ' s 
while he was w r i t i n g h i s biography of Abraham L i n c o l n . 

The l o c a l c o l o r i n g of Grace Jewett A u s t i n ' s n o v e l e t t e , "Yet He Was A 
Gentleman" i s drawn from F r a n k l i n Square. 

A r c h i t e c t (A) 
House known as Date/Construction Builder (B) Or ig. 0\mer 

Burr-Soper Hudson Burr 
812-814 N, P r a i r i e 1860 C l i n t o n P. Sope 
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Hudson Burr 
210 E. Chestnut 

The Castle 
908 N. P r a i r i e 

Bungalow 
912 N. P r a i r i e 

Fljmn 
210 E. Walnut 

John T. L i l l a r d 
302 E. Walnut 

Mary McDonald 
304 E. Walnut 

Martin Glover 
306 E. Walnut 

308 E. Walnut 

The Hungerfords 
310 E. Walnut 

McGowan 
410 E. Walnut 

Joseph F i f e r 
909 M. McLean 

Frank Funk 
907 N. McLean 

Stevenson 
901 N. McLean 

Carmondy 
809 N. McLean 

Bracken 
321 E. Chestnut 

1864 

1901 

1893 

1870 

1883-85 

1870 c i r , 

1895-96 

1870 

1886 

1853-54 

(A) George 
M i l l e r 

Tom Kerrick 

Luman Burr 

Marion Lee 
McClure 

John L i l l a r d 

Geo. P. Brown 

Mary Sweeney 

J. A. Kerr 

Fifer-Bohrer 

W. K. Dodson 

Ed Barry 

P i l l s b u r g 
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Phi Gamma Delta 
317 E. Chestnut 

Hoblett 
315 E. Chestnut 

Burkhar t-Charles 
305 E. Chestnut 

Maramen House 
303 E. Chestnut 

Isaac Funk 
815 N. P r a i r i e 

1925 

1882 

1870 

1891 

1869-71 

Arthur Moratz 

A l v i n B. Hoblet 

Martin Burkhart 

Sarah Mammen 

Isaac Funk 
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COUNTY 

ESCRIBE VIEW, OIRECTION, ETC . 

From the south eastern corner looking through the Park on a north 
west diagonal , includes intersection, street sign , bench , 
nine houses on E. 1-lalnut . 
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Bloomington 

STATE 

Looking west out of the Park past The Castle to the pa 
of Memmonite Hospit al two blocks west of the Franklin Square • 

. ,.._~...,.,=~~~=U.~S.-GOI/-ERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE' 8 7 6. 1 6 7 
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From left large, 3-story, red brick, porch across front, two 
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STATE 
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I BE IE W , DIRE C Tl 0 N, ETC . 

From north side of park looking south at midway , inc 
drinking fount ain , and 6 houses on Chestnut , also present 
central oval. 

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICEo 8 7 6 • 1 (; 7 
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STATE 

COUNTY 

Three story, drop siding, prominent tower on front, white 
stone posts at walk entry. 
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COUNTY 

McLean 

Three story, light pink bric~, shuttered windows, property 
surrounded by iron fence, located at southwest corner of the 
Franklin Square. 

INT: te4-72 

Title: 
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STATE 

Two story brick, painted, approached from street by five ··s tone 
steps, historic marker legible. 

INT: te4-72 
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Bloomington 

Ill. 

E lEW, IRECTION, ETC. 

· story red brick house , slate roof , poarch 
historic marker visible but not ledgible . 
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STATE 

Illinois 
COUNTY 

McLean 

Two story, white, drop siding, multiple residence, 814 legible 
on post. 

INT: 1~4-72 
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S T A T E O F I U L I N O I S 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDINC5 

•WO SOUTH SPRING ST. 

S P R I N G F I E L D 62706 

C H I C A G O O F F I C E — 1 2 2 7 S . M I C H I G A N A V E . (OCOS 

April 21, 1975 

Mr.William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed is a nomination form for the Franklin 
Park Neighborhood. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this 
nomination. 

Enclosure 
WGF/kpg 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM G. FARRAR 
Director ^ 
Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey 
P. 0. Box 986 
Carbondale, Illinois 62901 

Recycled Paper 
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Name Location 

Sheffield Historio District 
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Chicago 
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HcXiean Coimty 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Charles H. Percy 

l ioa . Daa Jioaterikovsuci 

Regional Director, Midwest 
Region 

StAta Histoxio Preservation Officer 
Kr. Aatioa/ Daaa 
Diri-'Ctor, DtapartaJient of Ctmaexvatioa 
SOS State O f f i c a B u i l d i n g 
400 South Spring Street 
l ^ r i n g f i e i d , I l i i n o i s 62706 

PR Mmott/row 1/21/76 
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5. 300 and 400 blocks of E. Chestnut and E. Walnut Sts., 900 block of N. P r a i r i e and N. McLean Sts. 


