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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The historic residences that form a perimeter along the sides of
Franklin Square produce a sympathetic environment in an urban sub-area.

The Square is 591 feet by 330 feet. The Square is located seven blocks
northeast of the Courthouse Square, the center of downtown Bloomington.

The streets that front the Square on the south and north still show
Bloomington's innovative 1877 brick pavement. Most of the sandstone bloc
curbs are visible.

In the Park are many of the original plantings of white oak, hard
maple, ash and buttonwood trees. There are 114 trees. Other amenities
in the Park are the lamps, seats, swings and trash containers and
fountain for drinking. The cement walks are along each side and bisect
the center. From each corner the walks meet at the center to form an
oval.

The perimeter of homes consists of 36 buildings. Twenty-one of these
are constructions of the last half of the 1800s. Three of the homes
are early 20th century classic modifications. The others are typical
moderate range home construction. Nine of the buildings are constructed
of brick, the others of frame and lapboard siding. The height of these
homes,up to 40 feet, and the large scale with space between each
structure gives a sense of massive strangth. A high percent of the
buildings are well preserved and relatively unaltered. The majority
are in good repair. The uséability of these structures is due to the
internal structure where two by six studs are used behind solid box
framing. The perimeter of homes is dominated by fifteen of the out-
standing homes distributed around the Square. Color, structure, size,
and style create a sense of support and integration. The photos show a
compatible juxtaposition of Queen Anne Victorian, Georgian Revival,
Romanesque, Bracketed Italianate and Richardsonian.

All of the buildings are used as single or multiple dwellings with but
one exception.

Descriptive information, including early and present owners, date of
construction, style, builder, or architect, has been collected on
thirteen of the homes. 1In spite of evident alterations the homogenious
aesthetic quality of workmanship is visible in the exteriors of the
buildings. The interiors affirm the family motifs and the arts of
carpentry characteristic of the Victorian period.

There are two intrusions into the perimeter. One is the small bungalow,
marked A on the ink drawing, the other is a modification of one
distinctive home for commercial use. Thelater is marked B on the ink
drawing.
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The primary boundary line of the neighborhood is the back of the
properties that face into the Square. This line is indicated by a
penciled line on the ink drawing.

Some of the qualities that create this district area are: wuniformity
of facing into the Square, spacing between structures, traditional mix
of an architectural theme with a strong commonality, the exterior
fronts create a facade line or an horizontal binding (linkage) the
perimeter to the Square. '"'Together they constitute the wall of
continuity". (Murtagh, 1974).

Cross streets and walks provide entrance and egress from this Victorian
neighborhood. Sandstone curbs and brick pavements are visual markers
to let a person know when he moves out of the surrounding community
into a distinct space with its own innate feel.
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The homes that surround Franklin Square represent, singularly and collect-
ively, a mid-American replication of Victorian architecture. Although
modified from the original construction design, the Dodson House, 901 N.
McLean, constructed in the 1870s, the Luman Burr House, 210 E. Chestnut,
constructed in 1864, the John T. Lillard House, 302 E. Walnut, constructed
in the early 1890s, the Joseph W. Fifer House, 909 N. McLean, constructed
1895-1896, anchor at each corner of the Square a remarkable visual
configuration. The size, lines, artifacts, shape space in an unmistakable
style.

Each of these structures with its style, diversity and uniformity of form,
color, texture, and spacing contribute to creating an atmosphere that is
reminiscent of the 19th century neighborhood. These were the homes and

the environment in which the men and women that shaped or influence the chax

acter of City and Nation lived. The happy combination of homes, walks,
trees, streets, lots and park constitute anauthentic neighborhood fixed in
the flux of American life. Those who pause in their passage through
the Square find the past persists into the present.

The Park, Franklin Square, has been and continues to be the setting for
political celebrations, the scene for historic meetings, a play interlude

for child or student, a mini-point of quiet intersecting the hurried walk of

urban bound persons.

The intangible heritage of the past, issues, traditions, persons, are given

substance in that which is seen and touched.
HISTORY

The Square was given by three leading citizens of Bloomington: David
Davis, Wm. F. Flagg, and Wm. H. Allin. The deed is dated April 26, 1856.
The same deed records their intent; '"to be used as a place of public
resort, past time and recreation for citizens and strangers forever'.
The Square is named to honor Franklin Price, who was Mayor of the City
of Bloomington & the time of the gift.

The families that have made their homes in these structures have directly
influenced the political, commercial, educational, and religious life of
the city, of the County, the State of Illinois, and of the United States.
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The Dodson House, 901 N. McLean, was the home of Adlai E. Stevenson I.

He was elected Vice-President of the United States in 1892. Across the
street to the south, 809 N. McLean, was the home of Judge Kerrick, and
later Judge Edward Barry. On the north end of this block, 909 N. McLean,
is the home of the former Governor of Illinois, Joseph W. Fifer. 1In
between these is the home of Frank Funk, Congressman from 1921 to 1927.
On the west side of the Square, 210 E. Chestnut, is the home of Luman
Burr. He was a circuit court clerk and a personal friend of Abraham
Lincoln. This house is constructed of a pinkish cream brick kilned here
in Bloomington. Diagonally across the interesection, 815 N. Prairie,

is the Isaac Funk Home. It was constructed in the period 1869 to 1871.
Isaac was the son of the Honorable Isaac Funk of Funks Grove. He was

a farmer and livestock man. He owned 2260 acres of land. On the
northwest corner of the Square, 302 E. Walnut, is the home of John T.
Lillard. Mr. Lillard was an attorney, trustee of Wesleyan University,
organizer of the Union Gas and Electrick Co., and the Kinlock-
Bloomington Telephone Co.

William Jennings Bryan delivered one of his orations in the Square. The
square was the point of origin of the Torch Light Parades. The most
elaborate of which was staged in September, 1848. The floats extended
several blocks. In November of 1892, the Square was the setting of the
celebration of Adlai Stevenson's election. General John McNulta
delivered his address in the Square on this occasion.

In November of 1893, the Square was the setting of the celebration of
the wedding of Jewell Stevenson, daughter of Adlai Stevenson, I, to the
Reverend Mr. Martin Hardin. Guests on this occasion included Chief
Justice Fuller of Cleveland, Secretary of the Navy Hillard A. Herbert,
General John C. Black, and Governor and Mrs. Altgelt.

Through this Square came the distinguished guests of those families
that lived in these homes. Among the friends of Adlai Stevenson I were
Ulysses S. Grant, Henry Wellcome, and Roger Ingersol. Eugene Talmadge
of Georgia, Theodore Roosevelt, and Clarance Darrow were house guests
of Governor Fifer. Carl Sandburg spent several days with the Fifer's
while he was writing his biography of Abraham Lincoln.

The local coloring of Grace Jewett Austin's novelette, '"Yet He Was A
Gentleman'" is drawn from Franklin Square.
Architect (A)

House known as Date/Construction Builder (B) Orig. Owner
Burr-Soper Hudson Burr
812-814 N. Prairie 1860 Clinton P. Sope
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Hudson Burr
210 E. Chestnut

The Castle
908 N. Prairie

Bungalow
912 N. Prairie

Flynn
210 E. Walnut

John T. Lillard
302 E. Walnut

Mary McDonald
304 E. Walnut

Martin Glover
306 E. Walnut

308 E. Walnut

The Hungerfords
310 E. Walnut

McGowan
410 E. Walnut

Joseph Fifer
909 M. McLean

Frank Funk
907 N. McLean

Stevenson
901 N. McLean

Carmondy
809 N. McLean

Bracken
321 E. Chestnut

1864

1901 (A) George
Miller

1893

1870

1883-85

1870 cir.
1895-96

1870

1886 Tom Kerrick

1853-54

Luman Burr

Marion Lee
McElure

John Lillard

Geo. P. Brown

Mary Sweeney

J. A. Kerr

Fifer-Bohrer

W. K. Dodson

Ed Barry

Pillsburg
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Phi Gamma Delta 1925 Arthur Moratz
317 E. Chestnut
Hoblett 1882 Alvin B. Hoblet
315 E. Chestnut
Burkhart-Charles 1870 Martin Burkhart
305 E. Chestnut
Mammen House 1891 Sarah Mammen
303 E. Chestnut
Isaac Funk 1869-71 Isaac Funk

815 N. Prairie
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DATE OF PHOTO: Februarv 1974 \’ NATIONAL
s pecative meo am: 302 E, Walnut, Bloomlngton If\\ REGISTER

DESCRIBE VIEW DIRECTION ETC . . G

Two story, white, drop siding, multiple residence, 814 legible
on post.
/© ',~ £d

————————— s0 "vlfu

INT: 18472



) ; STATE OF ILLINOIS
/ : t 5 ADLA] E. STEVENSON, GOVERNOR

= DEPARTMENT OF REGISTRATION AND EDUCATION '
°v¢ NITED STATES C. HOBART ENGLE, DIRECTOR LE ROY QUADRANGLE
w\,‘) ”% DEPARTNENT OF THE INTERIOR GEOLOGICAL SURVEY DIVISION, M. M. LEIGHTON, CHIEF ILLINOIS
F’UZM)‘ < EQLOGICAL SURVEY URBANA, ILLINOIS 15 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC)
80100 EZiST mze [SE D (voRMAL  R3E ReaRs T " BAepmen e 2
< O i  (os, 5
6 ' T. 24 N[/ 2 e 5 ook Y24 n.
k. o % LINSN;
(7] 5 B
\ 3 r X
- oM
< HiGg 2%
O o0 ox
S o ke N O 8%
= HS) [N
< N
u\
: \ ,2(: %HNI@L - 1390000
@3 ) 0 JFeer
]
s
s ]
LRt 3

oW Yol vy 16" F e el
Ne 407 e G

U s
56 40° 31 08:

ELLSWORTH 2.2 MI.
ARROWSMITH 6.6 MI.

s

T23IN:

Lo% i 10
W ¥’ 67, 72
NE fsfs"ﬁ;‘, g
S €8, 69,92 4
66 6 67 18 |

& : Tl g  ~aloe
A o °'f\f\’.u.,ﬁ2f">

67 e
)

i

I

pa

i 5

o LRl 3

e 78 : 2

: 'J\ o A & HE:
B ravel f_u = ~

o DG B2 o e /[:\Q/o/;{é-
% N ( 0
8
e = N T.22 N,
o =8 ‘ 83
4 s 8
Q2
o9
o, '\'n(.
J $3
<
j\\ 00 o, _;5
. N
b 0

=
@;’f/—.

S
2

[
_/A\ >
0.

A N
20'—/
?/:- ﬂ RIS
S\Burlison| 7
=4 699 / AR ) 701 ©

Q)/ 26 Q\é Z ST ‘ ‘/L n;&’i
(&

Pames 3 PP i S U777
< j N OV s e v o
\ % _ oo ,,C%g( \/\ 5 s 3
B\ o B = )\ > 90
aied / = SN <> 53
&= e I : SN o 31 i
A\ = sl \ 2
=y Q ; / g;? = S CF ;;r_s »/\5\ Eg
4 g 9 oy A o© % oi NS ','r O Eg
: 5\/’:? A 25 | o éﬂp = s @ \D »:L%\_\,/\ 23
mrv(;u RV M s (=8 Q\/\\ ib7a ;B/o |2
Chy \ s <&

MC LEAN 9.1 MI.

24 MI. TO ILLINOIS 121

|

T.21 N.
3 B
o) g
1310000 SN
FEET ¢
T >
~—— \ SR / = 1 au 3
% R& Carle ; ~ B o 7
S u\/ N S '%rgs /&)40 a Y 7as C C\}[Q;_;/\’/ DS L/ 2@ y
= . = 7 = g\#w;'u 8 H 754 V"\f %/, Sy F‘gﬁ o : Z o @ 47 G 0
(G I 4 S NP 75 = =0 { “ A 7
40015 P22k A g{f oY) SAREY)) R e G 25?\& S 30 S Zh AN ! 2NN =0 \K 28 40°15
onny R. 2 E.I [ waPELLA 2.3 M1, 1330000 FEET 55’ | | INTERIOR-GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. WASHINGTON, D.C.[1952 R 4 E. P
89°00 CLINTON 7.4 M1, i
Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey : s CLASSiFICATION @o
Control by USGS and USC&GS RS : . e S g e Y
i i i ial p Heavy-duty..... L Light-duty,
Culture and drainage in part compiled from aerial photographs 3%
taken 1940. Topography by plane-table surveys 1930 and 1950-1951 305034 }-QE:(})E—a »—30400 4E‘__§)OOE:E%00:E—~! 12000;__4 ;—15900 »?::mm&zém ol ; Medium-duty LLANEISLAEE  Unimproved dirt ======
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum State Route
10,000-foot grid based on lllinois coordinate system, lEZE:Es:EEOE : *2§«3 1 55 el D i O 2 :

east zone CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET

DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL

TRUE NORTH
MAGNETIC NorTH

Red tint indicates areas in which only
landmark buildings are shown

LE ROY, ILL.

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS . N40156—W8845/15
FOR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 1951

AND BY THE STATE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, URBANA, ILLINOIS
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

APPROXIMATE MEAN
DECLINATION, 1951



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(uly 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

_ PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS, ¥
Franklin Park neighborhqod Franklin Square Neighborhood Ad
¢3§§
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Illinois McLean Bloomington

STREET AND NUMBER
300 and 400 blocks of E. Chestnut and E. Walnut and 900 block of
N. Prairie and N. McLean

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE

LeRoy Quad 1951

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW:

GPO 932.010
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- STATE OF ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.
SPRINGFIELD 62706

CHICAGO OFFICE—1227 S. MICHIGAN AVE. 60605

April 21, 1975

Mr.William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the Register

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed is a nomination form for the Franklin
Park Neighborhood.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this
nomination.

Sincerely,

&df Fm/wz

\ WILLIAM G. FARRAR
Director

Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey
P. 0. Box 986
Carbondale, Illinois 62901
Enclosure ,(?ig/
WGF /kpg

Recycled Paper



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

Jrraioss

Date Entered

SR 111978

Name

theffield Historic District

Franklin Square Feighberhood

&\F

a

Also Notified

Hon. Charles H. Percy

Hone Adlad ©. Steveauon

liom. Dzn Postenioesid

Yo, Ldward R. Madigzs

Regional Director, Midwest
Region

{ PR Mmott/row

1/21/76

Location

Chicago -
Cook County

Bloomington
MeLean County

stata dAlstorie Presexvation Officer
Fr. Znthosy Dhan

Dirxector, tepartioant of Consexvation
o605 State OFfilca puilding ’
400 Southh Spring Street

Springileld, Iliincis 62706

.

INT: 2950-73
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5. 300 and 400 blocks of E. Chestnut and E. Walnut Sts., 900 block of N. Prairie and N. McLean Sts.




