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DNAME 
~*' HISTORIC rY 

Germania Club 
AND/OR COMMON 

Germania Club 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

108 West Germania Place 
CITY. TOWN 

Chicago 
STATE 

Illinois 

VICINITY OF 

CODE 

17 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED 

X-BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Germania Club, Inc. 
STREET & NUMBER 

108 West Germania Place 
CITY. TOWN 

Chicago _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDs,ETc. Cook County Recorder of Deeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

~NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

9th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Cook 
CODE 

031 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

XCOMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

~ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

STATE 

Illinois 

County Building, 118 North Clark Street 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Chicago Illinois 

~~REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
DATE 

1956 x_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

Library of Congress 

Washington 
STATE 

D.C. 



II DESCRIPTION 

X EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

__ DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X uNALTERED 

_ ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

x__ORIGI NAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE: __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Having a five-story facade above a lower level basement, the building 
stretches for six bays along the south elevation and four along the east. 
The two-story base, which has survived without major alterations, is com­
posed of limestone courses, alternately rough\ and smooth. On the south 
facade a columnar portico containing a large, arched doorway stands before 
the third bay to the east. The three bays west of it have basement windows; 
on the floor above are large, linteled, double-divided windows. The two 
bays to the east of the entrance, and the four along the Clark Street 
facade, house commercial shops on the ground floor and have triple-divided 
windows above. 

The upper part of both facades has a rich complexity of forms. Each 
bay contains a large window divided into two sections by a column that sus­
tains a limestone cornice; an arch is placed above each part of the window. 
and the window unit in each bay is capped by a single decorated limestone 
pediment. A stout, ornamented pilaster rising from a corbel set just below 
the limestone cornice rises between the pediments to hold the large cornice 
that concludes the building. Between these pilasters are six panels of 
brick or decorative limestone separated by limestone colonnettes decorated 
with spiral fluting. 

In the upper part not all the bays are the same. The double windows 
in the easterhfnd~'t bay· bh' ·the · south7

. ' facad~ :-ar~ replaced by three stout 
limestone piers that sustain a terra cotta panel revealing an allegorical 
female figure. On the Clark Street facade ·: the building .. .is .. ehlivened by 
two bays in t!1e . ce.~;t~r ;th~t1 .cont.ain an enclosed porch projecting beyond the 
face of the building. 

I I ·. - ~- - -

The southeast corner is anchored by a pyramidal roofed projection the 
size of a corner bay. 

Upon entering, one is in an anteroom which contains steps that lead to 
two double doors. Beyond this set of doors is the large entrance hall 
which gives access to the various parts of the building. To the left are 
the club restaurant and bar, game rooms, and the Wagner Room, a lush ban­
queting room with richly carved fixtures, frescoes of German themes, and 
wood friezes with themes from Wagnerian operas. To the right of the en­
trance ha~~ - ts ~~~ - g~a~d . ~~a~r~~?e le~df~g to the grand ballroom directly 
above the·' club j:-60ms: - rt. " is ; a '' hi~i/ ·ceilinged hall with large chandeliers 
and an impressive tile portrait ("our masterpiece") depicting the Spirit 
of Germania in a rich rococo setting reminiscent of a church reredos. 
Other inside spaces include offices, a secret society's meeting room, 
various other club rooms, and offices and recreation rooms in the basement. 
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I!J SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

· _1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ 1700- 1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

X....1800- 1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY -=.POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

XsOCifUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

XoTHER (SPECIFY) 

Urban Planning 

1889 August Fiedler . 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The major significance of the Germania Club is historical. It is cer­
tainly the most outstanding historical site in the area for Chicago's Ger­
man residents, one of the largest ethnic communities of the city. In a 
wider sense it is an important landmark to the city's peculiar ethnic 
character, a character that distinguishes Chicago from most other large 
American cities. The Club building dates from 1889, just 24 years after 
the founding of the Germania Maennerchor (the Germania .Hen's Chorus) as a 
choral g~IDup formed to laud Lincoln at his funeral. The club is Chicago's 
oldest German organization. The present building is the only home which 
the club has owned and occupied in its 109 years. As the premier hall for 
significant events in the German community, the Germania Club has long 
been the scene of many of the key events which have shaped and affected 
this ethnic group, as can be seen in the fact that the name of the club 
was changed to the "Lincol,J;l._Cl,l,l~. " d:qr;i,~g . the ,.F'i_.r~"t: . Jior_;Lft .~W?tr, which was a 
time of great persecution for German-Americans. It is still used exten­
sively by tne 'German community·. 

The architectural significanc'e- of- .the-· clu1:) -.is-· a-lso great, and its his­
torical significance is reflected in its architecture. It is a bold struc­
ture clearly derived from then-current German architectural motifs. It 
therefore reflects the conservatism dominant in the 19th century middle­
class German community, which was concerned with becoming an accepted ·and 
valuable part of the American community. The architecture can be des­
cribed as eclectic, with a predominance of neo-classical and German 
Renaissance elements. The architect, August Fiedler, practiced in New 
York,where he designed over fifty schools for the New York public school 
system. In New York, he was closely connected with the German community. 

This building is an interesting counterpart to the more adventurous 
spirit of the Chicago school. It. reflects a basic conservatism and con­
cern for past styles which Chicago's architects were to a great extent 
rejecting at the time the club was built. The Germania Club is also an 
excellent example of the mo~umental style used at the time for public 
buildings and mansions, whe.re architects were not liberated by the imme­
diacy and peculiar demands of commerce. 
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Landmarks Preservation Council 

407 South Dearborn Street ·/· . : 

Chicago 

DATE 

1/22/76 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

;J:llinois 

ISS~f;\-TI,: J:I~STORIC PRESERVATION~ OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE_}(_ LOCAL 

CODE 

CODE -

As the designated State Historic Preservation,O~iS~[.fpr:the 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National 

criteria and procedures s~t forth_ ~y~h~N_ational ~~Fk~_e':" 

a~ ,.~.i~~OJ~c Pre?,~r'at!on ~?! .~!} 966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
r and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

STATE HISJ081C P.RESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

GPO 8 9 2 . 4 53 



Form No. 1 0-300a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY-- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1 

Throughout the Club's history members and individuals interested in 
the German community have donated works of art which decorate the interior. 
Premier among these is the tile allegorical portrait of the Spirit of 
Germania in the main ballroom, which was commissioned by Kaiser Wilhelm II 
for the German exhibit at the Columbian Exposition and which was later 
donated by the Kaiser .to the Club. A number of the rooms are decorated 
with frescoes and friezes on German themes done by local artists. 

The Germania Club is the last surviving structure commemorating an 
area on the Northwest side which was in the 19th century the center of 
Chicago's German community. As such it provides a pleasing and human 
counterpart of the high rise complex of Sandburg Village, and is in fact 
often used by the residents of the apartment complex when a large hall is 
needed for social functions. 

GPO 892 455 
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ANTHONY T . DEAN 
DIRECTOR 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

400 SOUTH SPRING ST. 

SPRINGFIELD 62706 

CHICAGO OFFICE-ROOM 100, 1•60 N. LA SALLE ST. , 60601 

April 2, 1976 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed are National Register nomination forms for the 
Germania Club in Chicago, Illinois. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to these forms. 

WGF/lg 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

U)~G-~ 
William G. Farrar 
Coordinator of Preservation Services 
Historic Sites Division 

Recycled Paper 

REtmm 

APR 1 9 1976 
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Landmarks Preservation Council 
407 South Dearborn Street· Chicago, II. 60605 • 312-922-1742 

October 4, 1976 

Mr. Wi 11 iam J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

We would very much appreciate learning the present status of 
the nomination for National Landmark Structure for the 
Germania Club in Chicago, Illinois. We understand that the 
application was forwarded to you from Mr. William Farrar's 
office at the Illinois Department of Conservation in March, 
1976. 

If we might be of any further assistance with regard to this 
application, please let us know, as we would be pleased to 
help in any way. 

lpc 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

lGe~Cl 

1C0114a Btse.ic Dietrtct 

OCT 2 2 1976 

Location 

Chkap 
Cook County 

ColeOilda 
Pope CoUQty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Charles H. Percy 
Ron. Mla1 L SttrHZI801\ 
Hon. Sidney • Yatu 
Boll. Paul M. Simon 
Regional Director 11 Midwest 

Region 

~ MMott/row 11/3/76 

State letoric Preaen-atlon Officer 
• Jolm Guire 

Director • DeP«rt~~tmt of Coo~enation 
602 State Office, o1141ag 
400 South Spliag Str .. t 
Sprt tteld. mtaou 62706 

!NT: 295 0 -75 



B34- 80 

MS. Athena J. Chr1wtoa 
Landmarks Preaervatio Council 
407 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago lll!Doia 60605 

Dear • Chrilttoa: 

Thank you for your recent letter concendua the stat of the !IDIIioatioft 
of t e Chi o Ill1Do1e, to th tiocal 1iater of 
Uistori~ Plaeea. 

We are :pleaaed to ad'ri.a you that the GerMnia Club vas ctered ill the 
tional ea ater on October 22. 197 • Zncloaed 1a a leaflet which 

deacribP the t1ooal 1\e~ter progr • 

e appreciate your intereat in hiatorie preservation. 

Encloaure 

cc: Mr. John McGuire 
Illinois SHPO w/e 

Sin.corely youra . 
Char les A. Herrington (Sg!.~ 

Vill~. Hurtagb 
Keeper of the ational Register 

bee: Regional Director, Midwest Region w/c 

li~ ~i~ding File 

FNP: S:sle:ll-3-76 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880 
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~tantially intact-2 
unknown .-5 

=not applicable ._- 8 

ENVIRONS 
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CONDITION-' ~LENT 
_GOOD 
_FAIR 
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_DETERIORATED ~ALTERED ~INAL SITE 

_RUINS 
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_unexcavate~ 

_ALTER EO 
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