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a rectangular block containing the clock set within a highly textured 
field; this was originally topped by the roof. 

The interior originally contained fireplaces and ather ornate 
and useful appointments. The main waiting room is in the central 
section and contains an open well between the first and second floors. 

PRESENT CONDITION 
On December 21, 1922, a fire sv1ept through the upper portions 

of the building. Within a matter of weeks the engineering department 
of the Santa Fe Railroad had completed the necessary rebuilding, 
basing its design on that of Solons. Beman•s Grand Central Station 

, {1889-90; destroyed), according to the railroad•s magazine (The 
Santa Fe Magazine, vbl. XVII, no. 3, 1923, p. 35). The roofs on the 
corner blocks and tower were replaced with flat ones not visible from 
the ground, thus depriving the building of its dramatic massing. 
The central two story section was given an additional story that 
repeated the design of the floor below; it too was given a flat roof. 
This addition had the effect of producing a more compact sense of 
mass for the building that is very much in keeping with its masonry 
forms and helps to compensate for the loss of the high roofs. 

Other alterations have been less consequential. The portcochere 
that originally appeared only before the east corner block has been 
extended across the front to the western corner block and along the 
east face of the western block. During an entrance remodeling in 
1946 the ground floor was altered but without substantial loss to the 
fabric. The arches remain, although they have been bricked up. 
The entire interior has been remodeled, but the two story space of 
the waiting room remains, as does the ornate stair railing of the 
clock tower. 
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Cyrus L.W. Eidlitz 

The terminal building is a superb examp~e of nineteenth century 
Victorian architecture in the Romanesque style. .It~ archi.t~G~i.:: 
cyrus L. w. Eidlitz (1853-1921), a prominent architect in Buffalo 
and in New York City who specialized in commercial buildings, had 
been a collaborator with Henry H. Richardson on the New York State 
capitol in Albany. This is his only work in Chicago, and one of his 
best works anywhere. 

Romanesque architecture of the period is rare in buildings of 
this size and prominence in the Chicago area only because many others 
have been destroyed. The original building was excellent in design, 
revealing the best of balance, mass, and vigor that the style could 
muster. The present building, while less striking than the 9riginal 
structure, is nonetheless a very good example of the ~le and good 
in itself. The statement of Montgomery Schuyler, an architectural 
critic of' the period, remains valid_ despite the 1922 alterations: it 
is "architecturally by much the best station and one-'· o ·f the·,ornatnents 
of the city." 

It remaih-s.J an ornament to the city, clearly visible from th-e 
Loop at the end of Dearborn Street, one of Chicago's principal 
streets. Urbanistically, it helps to tie together the commercial 
Loop area with the area to the south. A.s a link between the two 
areas and as a tie between the past and the future, the station is 
indispensible. 

It is the oldest surviving railroad terminal in Chicago, and one 
of the oldest major railroad terminals surviving in the United States. 
(It is not now used for passenger traffic.) While the Santa Fe was 
the principal road using it, others included the Wabash, the Erie, 
and the c & o. -,_·r .... · .. , ·· -'-'-· -=- •- • ~-. _ .• :, _ ,_., 

It is the oldest surviving remnant in the central area of 
Chicago that can call attention to the role railroads and the commerce 
they carried, both in package goods and passengers, played in the 
development of Chicago, a city built by the railroads and the railroad 
capital of the country. 
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