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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Archer House Hotel is a two story building of brick construction 
erected on Lot 1, Block 28, in the original town of Marshall, Illinois. 
The original name of the street on which the Hotel is built was Cumber­
land Ave. and Michigan Street. cuffiberland Ave. was renamed Archer Ave. 
on September 22, 1968 during the 125th anniversary of the founding of 
the City of Marshall, to honor Col. William Archer, the founder of 
Marshall and the builder of the Archer House. 

The foundation of the building is of large stones and rock. The 
massive walls are 15 inche~ to 20 inches in depth. Skinned Hickory 
logs were used for the supporting beams throughout the hotel. Many 
of these beams can be seen in the full basement. Originally, there 
was a ballroom and dining room adjoining the lobby. The social affairs 
of the elite of the village were held here. In later years partitions 
were erected to make smaller rooms for hotel residents. The ceilings 
in the lobby and front hallway are constructed of metal with a pressed 
design. 

The front entranceway is composed of the original marble steps 
and tile floor. On each side and above the two front glass doors of 

_.,. the front entrance are eight panels made of ruby glass which reflect only 
·on the inside. The original printed Parlor sign is still on tbe rear 
glass door entranceway where · the ladies· ·yr·ave-llfrig-=-on -~tage . coaches 
(and later trains) stopped to refresh themselves. On the rear of the 
building was porch~ and an overhead balcony. The porch has been glassed­
in so that the: .:r;.esi.de.nts·:· may. enjoy year round comfort. The building is 
an irregular rectangle which measures 98 ' x 95' x 85' x 35'. 
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The present condition of the hotel is good. A new roof was put 
on in 1972. The interior has been remodeled and re-partitioned 
extensively for use as rooms for residents. Warped or irregular floors 
have new underlayment. At the time of this report the outside was being 
painted. 
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The founding of Marshall began 135 years ago by Colonel William B. 
Archer and his partner Joseph Duncan, then governor of Illinois. Colonel 
Archer was the key person in the founding of Marshall but his public 
interest included much more than just for his own community. He was 
instrumental in forming the future of Illinois and this country. He 
served in the Illinois Legislature a total of 16 years. 

Colonel Archer was a delegate to the first Republican National 
Convention, which was held in Philadelphia. At the convention, he 
enthusiastically supported the nomination of Abraham Lincoln, who was 
a long-time friend. Lincoln, who had often visited Marshall, and Colonel 
Archer had served in the legislature together. The first company of 
Illinois soldiers raised for the Black Hawk war was by Colonel Archer at 
Darwin, Illinois. He also raised a company of men for the Mexican War. 

! .. - - .• - \ . 

. This was the man who founded Marshall:'. · He and Duncan --iss'u-ea a circular 
describing _tn~ , land and offering lots for sale • . The town received its . . 
name after John Marshall, fourth Chief Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court. The original plat of Marshall ·.was:: .fil:ed :with the County 
Clerk on October 6, 1835 and a sale of property was held eleven days later , 
October 17, 1835. The first lot was purchased for $12.50 by Michael 
Thorn and the present Finkbiner Department store now stands on that lot. 
This building is at the northeast corner of 6th and Archer, then 6th and 
Cumberland, the site where years l~ter Abe Lincoln debated. The Archer 
House Hotel was erected on a site two blocks east of this original building. 
It is one of the city's oldest buildings. ~rcher started to put up the 
brick hotel in 1841, which, though occupied, was not finished until 2 or 
3 years later. This was the most pretentious building at the time in the 
village and was the center of attraction. Here the stage lines passed , 
and the curious villagers found it a convenient point to learn the news 
and get a glimpse of passengers as the stages changed horses and stopped 
for meals. The hotel has been in operation since, and is quite famous 
for being the place where Abe Lincoln often stayed when in the area. 
Lincoln was a frequent visitor to Marshall, where he held court on numerous 

occasions. He often pitched horse shoes with local men at a spot located 
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in the block east of the court house. This is a historical site due to 
Lincoln & Grover Cleveland staying here and the fact that it was built 
by the man who founded the town and who had many famous friends who 
visited here. 
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November 18, 1975 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Hr. Murtagh: 

HAROLD L . ELLSWORTH 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

RECEIVED 

Nov 2 4 1975 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Enclosed are National Register nomination forms for the Archer 
House Hotel. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to these forms. 

WGF/lg 
Enclosure 

~~ 
William G. Farrar 
Coordinator of Preservation Services 
Historic Sites Division 
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