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0NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMIVION 

South Side' School 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

209 South College Avenue _ N O T F O R PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

Geneseo VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSI .DISTRICT 

STATE 
Illinois 61254 "if 

COUNTY 
Henry 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X-BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

XPUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

—OCCUPIED 

X_UN0CCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESb 

ACCESSIBLE 

—YES: RESTRICTED 

X_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENTUSE 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

XEDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Geneseo Conmunity Unit School D i s t r i c t Number 228 

STREETSi NUMBER 

209 South College Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

G e n e s e o VICINITYOF 

STATE 

I l l i n o i s 61254 

QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. H e n r y C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

STREETS. NUMBER W e S t C O U r t 
I l l i n o i s 61238 

CITY.TOWN C a m b r i d g e STATE 

O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c Structures Survey 

DATE .'-^ 

1972 —FEDERAL ?L -STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 1800 South P r a i r i e Avenue I l l i n o i s 
CITY. TOWN 

Chicago 
STATE 

60616 



DESCRIPTION 

CONQITION 

EXCELLENT DETERIORATED 

JfeoOD 
—FAIR 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

' L .UNALTERED 

ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

3?_0RIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The old South Side School is a brick structure on stone foundations, two stories, 
basement, and attic in height. The exterior is entirely brick and cut stone except for 
the roof which is slate, and details such as the terra-cotta balustrade on the north 
side, the window frames, door frames and doors which are wood. Besides the plate 
glass of the windows, there is considerable colored glass and some art glass. 

Its formal plan is centered on the north side which appears to contain the main ^ 
entrance. This and secondary entrances lead on the north and south sides to spacious 
central hall oriented north-south. Staircases at either end of this access communicate 
with the upper floors and the basement. The large classroom^s are In the corners on 
each floor with assembly hall and library in between on the north side of each floor. 
In the tower on the north side there is a polygonal office on each floor. 

Interior finishes are especially high quality for a school with maple floors and 
wooden ceilings. There is considerable wainscoting in the classrooms though nearly 
all of it has been painted. The halls are s t i l l varnished and relatively untouched. 
It is in the halls that one finds vamished wainscoting, finely finished doors and 
frames, intricate turned balusters on the staircases, more wooden ceilings and the 
already mentioned art glass. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1 500-1 599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

-?1 BOO-1 899 

— 1900-

A R E A S OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK A N D JUSTIFY B E L O W 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

XARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

_?EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

— EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

— LITERATURE 

—MIUTARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1889-1890 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

As one of three most monumental buildings (the high school, a large hotel of 1878, 
and the old South School), the old South School is one of the pivotal foci in the urban 
environment of Geneseo. Its handsome Romanesque architecture, full of the rich and subtly 
contrasting tones of stone and brick, and organized into tight simplified masses in a 
varied and picturesque arrangement of form makes the building one of the better school 
designs of its type in the state. That its interiors, finely finished for an educational 
building of this type , have come down to us in such pristine condition gives added value 
to the building. Having been in active use for eighty years, the building is intimately 
tied to the memories of a large number of the residents of Geneseo, as it will continue 
to do for decades to come. 

HISTORY 
The old South School at Geneseo, Illinois, was first proposed at a school board 

meeting in June, 1888 by the school superintendent who thought the existing buildings 
outmoded and dilapidated. In August $1500 was provided out of a $10,000'school budget 
for repairs of school buildings unless a new school was constructed. The building had 
been designed by February 1889 when the Geneseo Republican reported a local controversy 
about funding the project. 

The architect, a J.W. Ross, otherwise unknown, is not mentioned in the local press 
except as his name appears in the annual statement by the school board of accounts paid. 
His design was constructed by the Volk Construction Company ofRock Island from May 
through December, 1889. Interiors were finished up during the winter of 1890 and the 
building was dedicated at the end of March, 1890. Its cost was $158 above the estimate 
for a total of $60,158. 

The old South School building was the first building built especially to be a 
high school by a local school system that had recognized the importance of a high 
sbhool 15 years before an Illinois Suprane Court decision of 1871 which included high 
schools within the state school system. 

The ground on which the property is located was donated to the Geneseo Manual 
School (an academy) in 1852 by Franklin Youngs Vail, who was President of college for 
women, "College H i l l " , near Cincinnati, Ohio. 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Geneseo Centennial History; 1836-1936 Page 62,63 
Geneseo Homecoming. 1915 Page 23 

flGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 ( i V o ) 

UTM REFERENCES 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Q] FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Janice M. Borkgren, Secretary David F. Corbin 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Save Our School Committee Incorporated November 26, 1974 
STREETSi NUMBER 

410 North State Street 
TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN 

Geneseo 
• STATE 

Illinois 61254 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAI _STATE A LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Q ^ e r forjf ie National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion J^ the Nafronal R e / f ^ ^ and certify that it J i p i ^ ^ e n evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the NayTnal PaflfServic^ 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

'•''''''-fetate of Illinois-State HistoijCc Preservation 4/11/75 
FOR NPS USE ONLY O f f i c e r 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DIRECJP9, OFFIC^OF A ^ H E O ^ O G Y AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ATTEST DATE 

KEEPER OFTHEJUAI inNAL REGISTER 
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NAME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

South Side School 

LOCATION 
CITY.TOWN ^VICINITYOF COUNTY STATE 

Geneseo Henry I l l i n o i s 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE G e n e s e o Q u a d 

SCALE 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 DATE 1 9 5 3 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES INT: 2986-75 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 
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S T A T E O F I L L I N O I S 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
605 S T A T E O F F I C E BUILDINC; 

•400 S O U T H S P R I N G ST. 

S P R m G F I E : L D 6 2 7 0 6 

C H I C A G O O F F I C E — 1 2 2 7 S . M I C H I G A N A V E . «0605 

El 
April 14, 1975 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

The following i s a l i s t of National Register s i t e s 
i n I l l i n o i s which we f e e l should be considered for pictures 
i n the Bicentennial e d i t i o n of the National Register. This 
i s an adenda of the l i s t that was sent to you on A p r i l 10, 1975. 

William Reddick House, Washington Park H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Ann B. Halsted House, Chicago 
John Wood House, Quincy 
Rock Island Arsenal 
St. James Episcopal Church, Lewistown 
Denkmann-Hauberg Home, Rock Island 

Also, enclosed are National Register nomination forms 
for the Page Brothers Building, Chicago; Ellwood Mansion, DeKalb; 
South Side School, Geneseo; Old Iroquois County Courthouse, 
Watseka; and the Pabst S i t e , Birkbeck v i c i n i t y , I l l i n o i s . 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM G. FARRAR 
Director 
I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c Landmarks Survey 
P. 0. Box 986 
Carbondale, I l l i n o i s 62901 

Enclosures 
WGF/kpg 
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STATE mrfffPlff 

Date Entered MAY 6 1975 

Name Location 
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PR MMott/row 5/7/75 SptiacfiOA, U i l a ^ i * ia70i 
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^5 S fialae* tew I ̂  <^ 
a«iM««e 9 Illinois (i^ \^-.ci. . 

Ih* aononbl* Ton Railsback ŷ., c <-xciC' 
Hons* Offios BuiMinc 

WsdiiactaB D.C. 2(91^ " I' ̂  

Dssr OonfrsssMa Rsilsbsok , 8 la^^ 

Hr sinc«r«st wishss ars sxtsndsd to yon » liopsing |fĵ p̂r̂ l«ms with yoiar voles 

will soon bs noHMil. I wish ths Tsiy bsst te ysu. 

I mm slse eentsstinf 7«u oonosniinK South Sehool • Cki Mursh 7th tlŜ T? ths 

Illinois DspsrtiBsnt sf CoMsrvstion owlMion TStsd 7 to 4 to aosiiMits ol4 South to bo 

Asolsrs4 s nstionsl historic sits snA a ooqplsto brooluurs of iafonotion was ooat to tho 

Hatiwsl Gonssnration Pspartasnt, , MMkiagton D.O. 

X SB quits coneomoA as to what prosross IMLS bssa mmA» to Aoolaro G14 South a historio 

sits to bo plaeod on tho flfttional Rscist«r of Historie Plaeos* Z imdsrstaaA if it is so 

Aoelarod ao fUrtfasr snossshsoiits eaa bs asAs upcn it » in dsswlishinc it • AH X eerrost mt 

this or an I wrongT 

Arofssssr Titus N« Karlowiss of tho Itavorsity of Wostsm X^linois* MtsaUb , wbo 

tsaohos histMy ot art ani arohitooturs , appsarsd bsforo our Gity Council on Nsroh 26tĥ  

X97? sni 4oclars4 to tho Oitjr CcunsU that tho 014 South Sehool was eos of tbs buil4in^ 

soloetoi by a stato surrsy tsan , unAor ths Dwlsral Prosorvation Law of 1966p te bo 

FLoaso Mr Bailsback » eoulA you chock into ths aattsr for ns to sss how nuch pr<̂ ross 

hus boon naio tho Hational Consorvatisa Ospt* to plaes it on ths Bational Sseistsri 

Xi io nest urgsmt as tho builAinc is still staniinc uai nothinc haa bsm 4ans roconily to 

ionolish it aagr furthsr. Usass 1st ns know at ones. 
Sinesroly 

Mrs Carl Sshofihy 

I sn ssnilnc tJto carbon eopy te ths Dspartnmt oit ths Intsrior in case thislottwr Aeos 

not roa^ you shmrtly* PMrlmps thsy weulA know scosthinc ani eouli givs no sons InfMnstlon* 

NOMAA it b* possibl* fbr tho Prosidont of tho Qbitod StatM to us* saEooutiv* pewMr ie 

piece it en tho FsAsral Ragister in «Nler te prevent its dsaolishien by the leeel seheel 

beardt 







, 5̂ 5 E. Palaoi. How 
Ihe Honorable Charles Percy ^ ^ IGeneseo , I l l i n o t s 
Senate Office Building 0 ' 6l2^k 
Waahini,ton D,q. 2O5IO ^ \^ ^ / / f / J " 

I cim contdcting you concerning our Motoric South School c on March Tth, 1?75 , the 

I l l i n o i s Dept. of Conservation comir.iBsion voted 7 to 4 to no,ninatc Old South to be 

declared a national historic sita and a complete brochure of information was sent to tho 

National Consorvation Dept. Washington D.C. 

I am concerned as to what progress has been made to declare Old South a historic site 

to be placed on the National Register of Historio Places. I understand i f i t ia so declared 

no further encoachments can be cade upon i t ,in demolishing i t . Am I correct or am I wrong 

Professor Titus M. Ks-rlowicz of the University of Western I l l i n o i s , Macomb, who 

teaches history of art and architecture, appeared before our City Council on >:arch 26th, 

197^ and declared to the City Council that the Old South School was one of the buildings 

selected by a state survey team ,under the Federal Preservation Law of I966 ,to be 

preserved. 

Mr Percy could you please check into the matter fcr me to see how much progresu has 

been made by the National Conservation Dept. to place i t on the National Register t 

It is most urgent as the building is s t i l l standing and nothing has been done recently to 

demolish i t any further. We are a l l s i t t i n g on a ball of f i r e as the School Board would 

like to see i t down. Over 800 people had contributed $50,000 to refurbish i t . The ground 

i t s i t s on had been donated to be used for religious ,educational purposes ,In reality the 

school really belongs to the taxpayers who paid taxes for i t s upkeep and who now wish to 

preserve i t . 

Certainly the State or Pederal Government could take i t over and run i t as I have seen 

this done elsewhere. Is there any chance of doing this T Due to the fact that acording to 

State Laws there is not enough footage for a new school to be placed there and the Citize.is 

want i t saved for a historic place, part of i t to be used for a museum .Could the State er 

Federal Government take i t over and run i t , just as they do National Parks? 

Please let me hear from you at once . , , , \ ,> (,/. /• ' , 
r - - t - / / Sincerely . t ' .- U>̂ ';;;X'--̂  

X sending a carbon copy to the Honorable GcfVernor of our State Daniel Walker in 

hopes that he way be able to do something to make corte.in thst this valuable building 

remains standing. 



WASO-166 
(August 1971) 

U. S. D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L P A R K SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

1. CAUL r^^^TO-, I I FROM (Name) ' 

T I M E O F C A L I . 

2. ADDRESS (Tet. No. if needed) 

S . S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T N O . . E T C 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

Mita^u^ .4cFrt ̂ ^A-e^fTi^ ,;oc^ lOiiFOJ 
To k-n-ffxT- iXs^Lc^^ (J 0 

N A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N G / R E C E I V I N G C A L L T I T L E 

G P O 8 8 1 - 0 5 3 



WASO-166 U. S. D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
(August 1971) N A T I O N A L P A R K SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

D A T E / WASO-166 U. S. D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
(August 1971) N A T I O N A L P A R K SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT T ^ E O F C A L L A C T ^ 

1. CALL Q TO; [J^ FROM (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. if needed) 

». S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T NO.. P ^ V ) 

4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

N A M E O F P E R S Q N P L A C I N G / R E C E I V I N G C A L L 

GPO 8 8 1 - 0 5 3 





5 T © M R A I L S B A C K 
l ^ T H D I S T R I C T , I L L I N O I S 

C O U N T I ^ : 

C A R R O L L , 

F U L T O N * 

H A N C O C K 

H E N D E R S t m 

H E N R Y 

M C D O N O U G H 

M E R C E R 

R O C K I S L A N D 

W A R R E N 

W H I T E S I D E 

A D A M S ( L I M A , H E M D O N AND URSA TWPS. O N L T ) 

B U R E A U (FAIRFIELD. GOLD, GREENVILLE AND 

MANUUS TWFS. O N L Y ) 

L E B ( E A S T G R O V E , HAMILTON, HARMON. MAUOH* 

NELSON, PALMYRA, AND SOUTH DIXOH TWPS> 
ONLY) 

J U D I C I A R Y C O M M I T T E E 

D I S T R I C T O F C O L U M B I A 

C O M M I T T E E 

Congresfs; of tjje ©niteb ̂ tateis 
Housie of î epresientattbesi 

Wasflimston, B .C. 20515 

July 22, 1975 

R O O M 2431 

R A Y B U R ^ H o p $ E C U T F I C E B U I L D I N Q 

WASHlNa-TON, D . C . 2 0 5 1 9 

A R E A : 2 0 2 - 2 2 5 - 5 9 0 5 

R O O M 2 2 8 

F E D E R A L B U H - D I N Q 

2 1 1 - 1 9 T H S T R E E T 

R O C K I S L A N D , I L L I N O I S 61201 

A R E A : 309 -794 -1681 

Congressional Liaison 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington DC 202^0 

(gentlemen: 

I would appreciate your forwarding information concerning the 
present status of the South Side School in Geneseo. I l l i n o i s . 
I was notified in late spring that the school was place3~on 
the National Register of Historic Places on May 6 and that 
thereafter considerable controversy arose as to possible 
demolition of the school. 

Would you please advise me i f the school has been or is in 
the process of being razed. Also, I would appreciate your 
informing me whether sites selected for l i s t i n g in the National 
Register are protected from destruction. I have requested 
the same information from the I l l i n o i s Department of 
Conservation. 

Sincerely 

TOM RAILSBACK 
Member of Congress 

TFR/rae 

THIS S T A T I O N E R Y PRINTED O N PAPER M A D E WITH R E C Y C L E D F IBERS 





A N T H O N Y T. D E A N 
D I R E C T O R 

S T A T E O F I L L I N O I S 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
605 S T A T E OFFICE BUILDINO 

400 SOUTH SPRING ST. 

S P R I N G F I E L D 62706 

C H I C A G O O F F I C E ROOM IOO, 160 N. LA S A L L E ST. , 60601 

July 29, 1975 

H A R O L D L . E L I _ S W O R T H 
A S S I S T A N T D I R E C T O R 

Mr. Wi11iam J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 202A0 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

This letter is a request that you delete the Old South School 
Geneseo - Henry County from the National Register of HiTtoric 
Places. 

Unfortunately, the School was demolished in the early part of 
this month. 

Thank you for your action on this matter. 

S i n ^ r e l y , 

ATD/lg 

Anthony/T. Dean 
State/rii stor ic Preservation Officer 

Recycled Paper 




