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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE )

The old South Side School is a brick structure on stone foundations, two stories,
basement, and attic in height. The exterior is entirely brick and cut stone except for
the roof which is slate, and details such as the terra-cotta balustrade on the north
side, the window frames, door frames and doors which are wood. Besides the plate
glass of the windows, there is considerable colored glass and some art glass.

Its formal plan is centered on the north side which appears to contain the main
entrance. This and secondary entrances lead on the north and south sides to spacious
central hall oriented north-south, Staircases at either end of this access communicate
with the upper floors and the basement. The large classroomgé are in the corners on
each floor with assembly hall and library in between on the north side of each floor.
In the tower on the north side there is a polygonal office on each floor.

Interior finishes are especially high quality for a school with maple floors and
wooden ceilings, There is considerable wainscoting in the classrooms though nearly
all of it has been painted., The halls are still varnished and relatively untouched.

It is in the halls that one finds varnished wainscoting, finely finished doors and
frames, intricate turned balusters on the staircases, more wooden ceilings and the
already mentioned art glass.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As one of three most monumental buildings (the high school, a large hotel of 1878,
and the old South School), the old South School is one of the pivotal foci in the urban
enviromnment of Geneseo., Its handsome Romanesque architecture, full of the rich and subtly
contrasting tones of stone and brick, and organized into tight simplified masses in a
varied and picturesque arrangement of form makes the building one of the better school
designe of its type in the state. That its interiors, finely finished for an educational
building of this type , have come down to us in such pristine condition gives added value
to the building., Having been in active use for eighty years, the building is intimately
tied to the memories of a large number of the residents of Geneseo, as it will continue
to do for decades to come.

HISTORY

The old South School at Geneseo, Illinois, was first proposed at a school board
meeting in June, 1888 by the school superintendent who thought the existing buildings
outmoded and dilapidated. In August $1500 was provided out of a $10,000 school budget
for repairs of school buildings unless a new school was constructed. The building had
been designed by February 1889 when the Geneseo Republican reported a local controversy
about funding the project.

The architect, a J.W., Ross, otherwise unknown, is not mentioned in the local press
except as his name appears in the annual statement by the school board of accounts paid.
His design was constructed by the Volk Construction Company of Rock Island from May 2z
through December, 1889, Interiors were finished up during the winter of 1890 and the
building was dedicated at the end of March, 1890. 1Its cost was $158 above the estimate
for a total of $60,158,

The old South School building was the first building built especially to be a
high school by a local school system that had recognized the importance of a high
sthool 15 years before an Illinois Supreme Court decision of 1871 which included high
schools within the state school system.

The ground on which the property is located was donated to the Geneseo Manual
School (an academy) in 1852 by Franklin Youngs Vail, who was President of college for
women, ''College Hill", near Cincinnati, Ohio.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.
SPRINGFIELD 62706

CHICAGO OFFICE—1227 S. MICHIGAN AVE. 60605

April 14, 1975

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the Register

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

The following is a list of National Register sites
in Illinois which we feel should be considered for pictures
in the Bicentennial edition of the National Register. This
is an adenda of the list that was sent to you on April 10, 1975.

William Reddick House, Washington Park Historic District
Ann B. Halsted House, Chicago

John Wood House, Quincy

Rock Island Arsenal

St. James Episcopal Church, Lewistown

Denkmann-Hauberg Home, Rock Island

Also, enclosed are National Register nomination forms
for the Page Brothers Building, Chicago; Ellwood Mansion, DeKalb;
Sauth Side School, Geneseo; 0ld Iroquois County Courthouse,
Watseka; and the Pabst Site, Birkbeck vicinity, Illinois.

Sincerely,
el Eorien

WILLIAM G. FARRAR

Director

Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey
P. 0. Box 986

Carbondale, Illinois 62901

Enclosures
WGF /kpg



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ILLINOIS
Date Entered MAY 6 1975
Hame . Location
South Side School Geneseo
Heary County

Also Notified

r/n.g. Charles H. Percy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hom, . 8 s KIX Mr. Anthony Dean
Hon. Thomas ¥. Raileback Director, Dept. of Conservation

Regional Director, Midwest Region $02 State Offiee Building
recters 8700 400 Seuth Spring St.

t)R/‘ MMott /row 5/7/75 Springfield, Illineis 62706
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5“5 E Palace Row [ oot (. wse'
Geneseo , Illinois v &
a0 612}4 (S =,J‘*C'}"
The Honorable Tom Railsback Vs cleck
House Office Building : )
Washington D.C. 20515 "EA
Dear Congressman Railsback , WAy 8 1y/4

My sincerest wishes are extended to you , hopeing % mr problems with your voice
will soon be normal. I wish the very best to you.

I am also contacting you concerning our old South School . On March 7th ,I975 the
Illinois Department of Conservation commimsion voted 7 to 4 to nominate old South to be
declared a national historic site and a complete brochure of inflormetion was sent to the
National Conservation Department , Washington D.C.

I am quite concerned as to what progress hes been made to declare Old South a historic
site to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places. I understand if it is so
declared no further encoachments can be made upon it , in demolishing it . Am I correct on
this or am I wrong!?

Professor Titus M. Karlowicz of the University of Western Illinois, Macomb , who
teaches history of art and architecture , appeared before our City Council on March 26th,
I975 and declared to the City Council thet the Old South School was one of the buildings
selected by a state survey team , under the Federal Freservation Law of I966, to be
preserved.,

Flease Mr Railsback , could you check into the matter for me to see how much progress
has been made by the National Conservation Dept. to place it on the Rttiml Boghtor.

s iy

It is most urgent as the building is still standing and nothing has bun 4om recently to

demolish it any further. Please let me know at once.
Sincerely
drs Carl Schcf-l:y

('zw (‘(\zb@
I am sending the carbon copy to the Dopnrtnout of the lntorior in case this lettér dou

not resch you shortly. Perhaps they would know something ani could give me some information.
Would it be possible for the President of the United States to use executive power to

place it on the Federal Register in order to prevent its demolishion by the local school
board?







MAY 2 0 1975

Honcrable Charles H. Percy
United States Senstor
600 East Monroe

Room 117

Springfield, Illinods 62701
Dear Senmator Percy:

1 an pleased to acknowledge youwr inguiry on behalf of
¥rs. Carl Schefsky concerning the old South School in

We your interest in this matter and will
you a reply at our earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yowrs,

(Sgd.) Gary Everhardt

Gary Everhardt
Director

ce: Your Washington Office
bee:
pxéw(z)) w/e of ine.

FNP:HCGilley:clb: 5-19~75




~ % ;
‘343 B, Palace Row
The Honorable Charles Porcy | Genesoo , Illinois

Senate Office Building . ) . G120
Washington D,G. 20510 - ” & Jir 7%
s e S
J Rai) (LA/: s i 4

I am contacting you concerning our historic South 8chool ¢ on March 7th, 1975 , the
Ill3noie Dept. of Conservation commission voted 7 to 4 to nominate Cld South to te
declared a national historic site and a complete brochure of information was sent to the
National Conservation Dept. Washington D.C.

I am concerned as to what progress has been made to declare 0Old South a historic site
to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places. I understand if it is so declared
~no further encoachments can be made upon it ,in demolishing it. Am I correct or am I wrong ’

Professor Titus Me Kerlowicz of the University of Western Illinois, Macomb, who
teaches history of art end architecture, appeared before our City Council on Merch 26th,
1975 and declared to the City Council that the 0ld South School was one of £he buildings
selected by a stste survey team sunder the Federal Preservation Law of I966 ,to be
preserved,

Mr Percy could you please check into the metter fcr me to see how much progress has
been made by the Nationsl Conservation Depte to place it on the National Register ¢
It is wost urgent as the building is still standing and nothing hes been done rccenily to
demolish it any further. We sre all sitting on & ball of fire as the School EBoard would
like to see it downs Over 800 people had contributed $50,000 to refurbish it . The ground
it site on had been donated to be used for religious ,educational purposes «In reslity the
school really belongs to the taxpayers who paid taxes for its upkeep and who now wish to
pressrve ite

Certainly the State or Federal Government could teke it over and run it 28 I have seen
this done elsevhere. Ie there any chance of doing this ? Due to the faect that acording to
State Laws there is not enough footage for a new school to be placed there and the Citizens
want it saved for a historic place, part of it to be used for a museum .Could the State cr
Federal Government take it over and run it , just as they do Netional Parks?

Pleage let me hear from you at once . -

} AN 7

’ z / - e e

] ( Sincerely /7.7 U - 3
(/(//CC/L(_’Z ‘ A A B0 Datiasiipls Cyp ) <,

T em sending & carbon copy to the Honorable Governor of our State Daniel Walker in
hopes thet he may be able to do scmething to make certein that this valuable building

remaina etandings
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Regional Director, Midwest Region )

Director's Reading File

DI
PR )

bee:

JUN 111975
H34-PR N
Go

Mrs., Carl Schefsky
343 East Palace Row
Geneseo, Illinois 61254

Dear Mrs. Schefsky:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the Sou:h;ﬁigg chgg}_ia
Geneseo, Illinois. i

We are pleased to advise you that the South Side School was entered
in the National Register of Historic Places on May 6, 1975. Enclosed
are materials which describe the National Register program.

Listing on the National Register is Federal recognition that a property
possesses historic values and is worthy of preservation. Inclusion

of a property in the National Register insures that the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation is given an opportunity to review and comment
upon any undertaking licensed, funded, or executed by a Federal agency
that may affect the property. In addition, preservation projects om
properties listed in the National Register, in accordance with an
approved State Historic Preservation Plan, can qualify for either
acquisition or development grants-in-aid.

Listing has no other effect om the property; it does not affect, in
any manner, the range of actions an owner could take, as long as

Federal financing is not involved; and it gives no governmental unit
any authority or control over the property, its use, or dispositionm.

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation.

Sincerely yours,

:fdf 6-3-75

J Thorq@n

&f{i’?& Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.)
William J. Murtagh
Reeper of the National Register
Enclosures
c: Mr. Anthony Dean
Director, Department of Comservation
602 State Office Building
400 South Spring Street
Sptiaggfield, Illinois 62706 w/c inc. )

FNP:




5 = &« TOM RAILSBACK
19TH DISTRICT, ILLINOIS

.a\RRou. .COU'NTB: MC DONOUGH ’
o e Congress of the United States
e whrEsios THouse of Representatives

ADAMS (LIMA, MENDON AND URSA TWPS. ONLY)
BUREAU (FAIRFIELD, GOLD, GREENVILLE AND ,

MANLIUS TWPS. ONLY) Washington, B.E. 20515
LEE (EAST GROVE, HAMILTON, HARMON, MARION:

mst)m. PALMYRA, AND SOUTH DIXON TWPS-

ONLY

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA July 22, 1975
COMMITTEE

Congressional Liaison
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Washington DC 20240

Gentlemen:

Roowm 2431
RAYBURN House O5FICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
AREA: 202-225-5905

Roowm 228
FEDERAL BUILDING
211-19TH STREET
RoOCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 61201
AREA: 309-794-1681

I would appreciate your forwarding information concerning the
present status of the South Side School in Geneseo, Illinois.

I was notified in late spring that the school was placed on
the National Register of Historic Places on May 6 and that
thereafter considerable controversy arose as to possible

demolition of the school.

Would you please advise me if the school has been or is in
the process of being razed., Also, I would appreciate your

informing me whether sites selected for listing in the National

Register are protected from destruction. I have requested

the same information from the Illinois Department of

Conservation.
Sincerely, .
2 2
TOM RATLSBACK
Member of Congress
TFR/rae

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS




July 28, 1975

Honorable Tom Railsback
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Railsback:

I am pleased to acknowledge your letter of July 22 concerning
the South Side School in Geneseo, Illinois.

We appreciate yowr interest in this matter and will provide
you a reply at the earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yowrs,

IS (2)) w/incoming
FNP:CRBraxton: erb: 7-28-75




STATE OF ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.

ANTHONY T. DEAN SPRINGFIELD 62706 HAROLD L. ELLSWORTH

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

CHICAGO OFFICE—ROOM 100, 160 N. LA SALLE ST., 60601

July 29, 1975

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the Register

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:
This letter is a request that you delete the 0ld South School

Geneseo - Henry County from the National Register of Historic
Places.

Unfortunately, the School was demolished in the early part of
this month.

Thank you for your action on this matter.

Sincerely,
- //’

T. Dean
istoric Preservation Officer

ATD/1g

Recycled Paper
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7
AUG 11 1975
Honorable Tom Railsback : N
House of Representatives ¢

Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Railsback:

Thenk you for your letter concerning the present status of the South Side
School in Geneseo, Illinois, entered in the National Register of Historie
Places on May 6, 1975.

We have consulted the staff of the Illinois State Historic Preservation
Officer concerning this property and have found thet it was demolished in
July 1975. Thus, it has been removed from the National Register.

National Register properties are provided a limited degree of protection
from projects funded, licensed, or executed by the Federal Government.

The Advisory Couneil on Historic Preservation must se given an opportumity
to comment on any such Federal project affecting a property on the National
Register. However, listing does not affect in any manner the range of
m-mn-umumummumm,
and listing gives no governmental unit any authority or control over the
property, its use, or disposition.

Enclosed is = summation of the National Register Program.

Sincerely yours,
Ernest Allen Connally
Associate
o

Director % )
Enclosure
bee:
Mr. Anthony Dean
Director, Departmgit of Conservation :
602 State Office Building 4

Springfield, Illinois 62706) w/c of inc.

\ BASIC FILE RETAINED IN FR)




