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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ellwood House property contains several buildings built
between 1879 and 1910. There were originally nine structures
associated with the property, five of which remain: the
house, the carriage house, the museum, the water tower, and
the little house.

HOUSE

Isaac Ellwood had his new home constructed in 1879 at a cost
of $50,000. At the time it was the largest and finest home

in De Kalb. In 1899 he ordered some alteration of the facade.

When his son, E. Perry Ellwood, moved into the house after
his father's death in 1910, he ordered further, much more
extensive alterations for the entire structure.

The brick house is three stories plus a full, elevated base
The mansard. roof has steeply pitched gable dormers, rather p)
corbelled chimneys, and iron grillwork surrounding the top.
Upon its completion the house had a slate roof. The dormersg
had some ornamentation with tall finials. The windows

were all double hung and of fairly regular size, occurring
singly or in pairs with a variety of lintel shapes. The
main entrance on the front (east side) was a one story por-
tico of stone supported by two pilasters and two polished
granite columns attached to a square projecting bay. A
dozen stone steps descended to the ground. The southeast
corner of the house had a square tower projecting at forty-
five degrees the same height as the rest of the building.
The original driveway lay along the south side of the house
with an entrance in and rear and side.

In 1899 Isaac Ellwood had the bracketed cornices replaced on
three sides by a classical cornice with small dentils and
simple projecting moulding. Similar moulding covered the
lintels over many of the windows. The two first floor
windows of the tower on the southeast corner were replaced
by one large window. The portion o the projecting bay over
the east portico was removed and made flush with the front
wall. The spaces between the columns and pilasters were
filled with brick to create a vestibule. The windows over
the portico were replaced with a double door surrounded by
four pilasters and a heavy architrave. These doors opened
onto the roof of a veranda which was built at the south
end. The veranda had a wood railing with a semi-circular
projection in the center.

The alterations of 1899 were superficial, but the changes
made by E. Perry Ellwood in 1910 added rooms and changed the
shape of others. The exterior alterations made in 1910
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Description - continued

included moving the porte cochere from the south to the north
end of the veranda, adding a large brick veranda to the south
side, removing the conservatory trom the southwest corner and
building a new one in the rear, and removing completely the
square tower from the southeast corner.

11’2

The general floor plan of the haome has remained the same sinc
it was built; all rooms on every floor are entered from a
central hall which terminates at the rotunda in the rear.

In 1910 the following interior changes were made: the wall
between the family room and sitting room was removed to creat
the large livimng room; the Caen stone fireplace was retained
and a vaulted ceilingadded in the living room; the parlor

was converted into the library; the library was extended to
become the dining room; and a large kitchen added on the north-
west corner. The second floor room above the kitchen became
the servant's quarters.

()

Today, the exterior appears as it did in 1910 with the ex-
ception of a shingle roof replacing the slate. The interior
is maintained as a museum and contains much of the original
Ellwood firniture, including carpets. The museum attempts to
represent the house as it appeared around 1910. The original
architect of 1879 was George 0. Garnsey of Chicago. The
1910 remodelling was done by the Chicago firm of Perkins,
Fellows, and Hamilton. The interior decorator was George
Terwilliger of Marshall Field. The fireplace mantel was
carved by Joseph Dux, also of Chicago.

WATER TOWER

Lying to the west of the house is the circular limestone
water tower rising about 50 feet and about 18 feet in diameter].
The windows occur singly at various levels and are three-
piece limestone segmental arches with keystones. The sheet
metal roof is flat.

When it was built in 1879, the top quarter of the tower
was a wooden water tank with a conical roof. Between 1897 and
1910 the wooden water tank was removed and replaced with aboyt
30 additional courses of limestone in the same manner and
same material as the original part of the structure. The
arched doorway at the base was replaced with a larger, square
double door. The roof was still conical and made of wood.
Around 1950 this second roof was replaced by the present shedt
metal cap.

GPO 921.724
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CARRIAGE HOUSE

Although commonly called the Carriage House, this building
was never used for carriages, but for automobiles. Built
between 1908 and 1910, this one story stucco, mansarded buildfng
now houses antique carriages donated to the museum. The
upper floor was, and is, used for storage.

MUSEUM HOUSE

The plain, one-story red brick museum house was built in 1905
to accommodate the antiques and curiosities Mrs. Isaac Ellwood
acquired in her extensive travels around the world. The
building measures about 25 feet on each side and has a doorway
in the center of the north and east sides. Some of the orig-
inal oak display cases are still intact. Preservation work ip
in progress.

LITTLE HOUSE

The little house is a miniaturized stick style house made of
wood and painted white. It measures 13 x 15 feet and stands
about 14 feet high. It rests upon a concrete foundation.

It has a new cedar roof that is an exact duplication of the

original.

In 1892 all of the carpenters in De Kalb particiipated in the
construction of the house which was to be used as a float in

a local parade. When the parade was over another son of
Isaac Ellwood, Will Ellwood, bought the house and had it set
on a brick foundation on the Ellwood property in the same
location where it is today. Between that time and 1973 the
house was moved around town by four or five subsequent owners
The last owner donated the little house to the Ellwood House
Association. Early photographs indicate the little house was|not
white, but of two other colors. When those colors are
determined it will be repainted.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Isaac Leonard Ellwood was born in New York State in 1833. For
several years he was employed as a clerk and a teamster on the
Erie Canal. 1In 1851 he traveled to California to make his
fortune in the gold fields. Failing that he left for De Kalb,
Illinois in 1855 and entered the hardware business with his
brothers. By the early 1870s he was a successful merchant and
with the financial backing of his father-in-law, he also
became involved in real estate and the breeding of Percheron
horses.

In 1873, Joseph Glidden, also of De Kalb, and an old friend

of Ellwood's, invented barbed wire. Recognizing the need for
such a device for fencing the vast, treeless areas of the

West, Ellwood was immediately taken with the potential of
Glidden's invention. Late in 1873 he formed a partnership
with Glidden for the manufacture of barbed wire. As the demand
for the wire began to grow, the Ellwood-Glidden company built
the world's first barbed wire factory in De Kalb in 1875 and
De Kalb became the chief center of its production. Soon the
large firm of Washburn and Moen of Worcester, Massachusetts,
manufacturers of the plain wire required for producing barbed
wire, took an interest in the Ellwood-Glidden product . In

1876 Glidden sold his interest to Washburn and Moen and Isaac
Ellwood became the chief executive. In the late 1880s, Ellwood
took over the production of barbed wire altogether with the I.L.
Ellwood Manufacturing Company.

In the meantime, John W. (Bet-a-Million) Gates, who began his
business career as a salesman for the Ellwood-Washburn and Moen
Company, had been busy consolidating the barbed wire industry
by combining most of the small competitors into the Consolidatﬁd
Steel and Wire Company. In 1899, after several years of indus-
trial warfare, licensing disputes, and legal battles, between
themselves and other competitors (the largest and most obstre-
perous being Jacob Haish, also of De Kalb) Gates and Ellwood
combined to form the American Steel and Wire Company which soon
hgd a virtual monopoly of the production and sales of barbed
wire.
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Significance - continued

Between the time of his retirement from the barbed wire indus
try and his death in 1910, Ellwood served on the staff of Ill
Governor John Tanner and later served as Railway and Warehous
Commissioner. When he was not in the service of the State he
led the life of retired gentleman in De Kalb where he exhibit
a great interest in civic affairs, as he had always done.

One of his greatest contributions to the community was his ro
in securing De Kalb as the site for the state normal college,
which is now Northern Illinois University.

Some authorities have given Ellwood part of the credit for th
invention of barbed wire, but as Joseph Glidden's design and
patent was the earliest, Ellwood's contribution to the initia
invention is at best wvague. However, there is no disputing
the fact that Ellwood's greatest contribution was the organiz
tion of the barbed wire industry which was of critical impor-
tance in the development of the agriculture of the Trans-
Mississippi West. Ellwood made his influence felt further thr
his association with John Gates and J. P. Morgan. Morgan use
Gates a great deal in helping him bring together the United
States Steel Corporation. Through Gates, Morgan met Ellwood
and relied upon his opinions and knowledge of the wire indus-
try to advance further the monopolization of the steel indust

Throughout his career in the manufacture of barbed wire, Ell-
wood made his home in De Kalb. 1In 1964, his family donated
the home and property to the city for use as a museum and
park. Today the house serves as a monument to the barbed
wire industry and Isaac Ellwood's contributions to De Kalb
and the nation.
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H30-HR November 28, 1967

Mrs. John Huntzicker

Chairman, Ellwood House Board

Ellwood House

DeKalb, Illinois 60115
"""--.u‘

Dear Mrs, Huntzicker:

Thank you for your letter to Dr. Ernest Allen Conmnally
describing the Ellwood House Project. In 1966 Congress
enacted Public Law 89- , the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act. It provided for a National Register of properties
significant in American history, architecture, archeology,
and culture, and authorized gprogram of matching grants
for the preserxrvation of such[properties. The National
Register is to be compiled through use of a statewide
historic preservation plan prepared under the direction
of a State Liaison Officer appointed by the Governor of
each state. This officer is also responsible for
supervising the grante-in-aid program within his state.

All of the matching Federal monies appropriated by the
Congress for the 1968 fiscal vear under Public Law 89-665
have been earmarked for the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, leaving no funds available for individual
pPreservation projects., We are hopeful that the Congress
will see fit to appropriate sufficient funds to initiate
the Federal-State relationship during the 1969 fiscal year.

Your State Liaison Officer foxr Illinois is Mr., William T,
Lodge, Director, Department of Conservation, State Office
Building, Springfield, Illinois 62706. Ve suggest that you
keep him informed of your plans.

We are enclosing materials which may be of interest to
you.

Sincerely yours,

William J, Murtagh (Sgd.)

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National
Register .

Enclosures

JLRogers:jah 11-28




ELLWOOD HOUSE
DeKalb, Illinois

323 Rolfe Road
DeKalb, Tllinois
June 3, 19A7

Dr. Ernest Connally
503 Eliot Street
Urbana, Illinois

Dear Dr. Connally:

Mrs. William Aspengren sent me the newspaper article

about your appointment as chief of the Office of Archaeol-
ogy and Historic Preservation in the Department of the
Interior.

She said she spoke to you about Ellwood  and that
you had expressed an interest. gges ed that I send
a brochure. I am also enclosing a copy of the letter we
sent to persons who are already members of Ellwood House
about the dinner the night before our public opening.

Ellwood House was given to the city in 196é4. There are
grounds--eight acres--around the house. Since there was

no tax-exempt group in the city to run a museum, the city
gave the property to the Park Board. Since the members

of this group were men who had no idea what to do with

"an old house on their hands," rumors spread of tearing

down the house and laying ou% more baseball diamonds. A
group of interested people urged the Board to lease the

house to them for five years to see what could be done to
save it. The lease reads "the house and five feet of grounds
around it." With misgivings, but determination, we took

the house--leaking roof and all. What we didn't know at

that time was that a granddaughter of the builder, Mrs. Joseph
Towle of Chesterfield, Missouri, would become interested to
the point of paying for a new roof, tuck pointing and paint-
ing the trim. She urged her two brothers to return furniture
and art objects that had been in the house.

Thousands of hours of time have been given by interested
people cleaning, painting, etc.--we have had a United Air-
lines pilot, Mr. Fant, who lives in DeKalb, sanding floors
on his two days off this week. Professors and their wives
fron Northern Illinois University have been scrubbing and
painting. Now, two years after we leased the house, we
have convinced the Park Board members of the worth of this
project and last Friday they announced that they have a
five~year plan of beautifying the grounds.




We wish you and Mrs. Connally might find it possible to
visit Ellwood House before you move to Washington. We

would be delighted to take you through the house at any
time.

Because our only revenue comes from memberships and entrance
fees, we will have to have many fund-raising events. We
would appreciate your advice and counsel on applying for

any federal funds that might be applied for that are available
for museums.

Thank you for your interest.

Slncereliszy/

Eleanor Huntzicker (Mrs. John)
Chairman, Ellwood House Board




My 9, 1967

bear Elwood Howse Membens

Ch June 11, 1967 Ellwod House will formally open its doons #o the
public.  Guided tours of the house ane schediled from 1:00 until 5:00
o'clock. At 3:00 o'clock a dedication ceremony will be held on the
awouth termrace with chairs in the ganden below. Refreshments, atrolling
musicians and a style show of period clothes are planned fon the after-
noon, Jt is hoped a large crowd will attend Zo demonstrate the
interest of the commnity in this project. Youn membership cand will
adnit you 2o the house.

Ch the preceding evening, June 10ih at 6: 30 P.M. a dinner will be held
at the University Plaga, 900 (nane [rive, hononing membens of the
lwod. family who ane coming o Dekalb for this historic occasion.
!/oa-uamenbu-aaewadiadginw)tedmdahwdgmgedaﬁoa&md
and meet the hononed guests whose generosity has made this cultunal
centern possible. An excellent dinner will be seaved at §3.75 a plate.
Please send in neservations with youn check as won as possible. The
deadline is June lot. Make checks payable #o Ellwood House and maid
then 2o fluwod Houwse, Box 3/, DeKalb, Illinois.

You have demonstrated yun interest and faith in the futwre of Flluwod
House by joining duning the past months when it was only in its develop-
ment atage. /Vowymwod{lwthu%wccmbya&ma&ngﬂwo&mm
yoursel{ and perswonally encounaging your {riends in this on any other
community 1o also become a chantern member and atiend this dinnen with
ypu. Following dinner there will be infomnal visiting at fllwood fouse.
Arrangements have been made fon additional panking gpace on the (ongrega~
zional (hunch panking lot. This should be a memonable and historically
significant evening in which we hope you will participate.

Sm.ce/wl#,
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ELLWOOD MANSION - U.T.M.
DeKalb, Illinois
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE YTLLIUOIS
Date Entered JUN 1 3 1975
Name Location
Vateaka

014 Iroguois County Couvrthouse

L

Ellwood Mansion

Also Notified

Hon. Charles H. Percy

Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson

¥on. Ceoxge M. O'Brien

Ton, Tim L. Hall

Regional Director, Midwest Region

PR MMott/row 6/16/75
T

Bltavccibiae i et s SRR T e . o 1 32 T 9

Ivoguols County

De Fazlb
De ¥alb County

State lllstoric Preservation Officer
My, Zathony Lean

Director, Lepartment of Conservation
€02 sState Office Duilding

400 South Spring Straet

Springliield, Illinols 62706




DATE: 11-23-76

NR
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NAME a5 17 APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Ellwood Mansion

OTHER NAMES:

LOCATION:"509 N. 1st St.

STREET & NUMBER

CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT

TOWN . _ .
Kalb ' © VIOINITYOF - - fifteenth
STATE E COUNTY code
A et ) ~Dekalb . 037

OWN'ER OF PROPERTY: (Circle) \/P.RIVI\TE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER
e s S
ADMINISTRATOR (underiine) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) :
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST
E o

. SOUTHVMEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

FEATURES: INTEFIOR EXTERIOD s ENVIFONS -

ZSubstantially intact-1 ubstantially intact-2 Substantially intact-3
— unknown - 4 __unknown.-5 _.unkncvn -6
— not applicable - 7 _not applicatle - 8 _ ¥ct appliczble-9
«~Interior, exterior, cnvirsns not intactc-0
CONDITION ~ %(csusm __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED &mcmn SITE
—GO0D __RUINS %umzo __MOVED
—FAIR —UNZEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unknecwn
~Unexcavated . ~Excavated
AGEESS = Yes—restrictgd Yes-unrestricted No access Crnknown
historic district? YES NO
i v
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO
IF YES, NAME: - e \
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTCRIC LANDMARX? YES NO ; 5
' IF YES, NAME: -
. }
ADAPTIVE USE, YES No Saved ? YES e ’
e
FUNCTION (S): (use wdcabulary words)
then- HoUSE .
[
now
9 '
3
SIGNIFICANCE:
/ —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION —entertainment '
~—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —uaw/Gov't/politics _science __health
«~AGRICULTURE' —ECONOMICS —UITERATURE ~.recreation
RCHITECTURE "% —~—EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAUVHUMANITARIAN *ettlcmcnt "\027
~ART —ENGINEERING ~—MusIC s .socio/cultural
—COMMERCE __EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION _—urbaa & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS M’ousmv ~) 3 —POLITICS, GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) planning

MV(N"ON - / 4 - -

Claims
' te e ;
M irst? ves wo toldest?! ves  no  Yonly? vss wo -



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! ECLECTIC

: 2)
arclutec(;/ bt Geg. 0. Garnsey (1879) , .
Perkins, Fellows, & Hamilton - Englnger:

]andscnpo/gardcn designer: (1910 remodeling) artlst/'u'txsan. Joseph Duxh (earved Tive
* interior decorator: George Terwilliger builder/contractoy; Piace mantel)

ETHNIC GROUP:

NAMES:
personal (1) Joseph Glidden - friend of Ellwood's invented barbed wire &
(labei vade went into business with Ellwood, 1873
(3) Consolidated Steel and Wire Co. - run by John W Gates outyof

appropriate date)
e S small competitors (4) American Steel and Wire Co. - formed by Gates

and Ellwood after much industrial wargfare and legal baﬁtles.

~

institutional (1) Ellwood-Glidden Company - barbed wire manufacturing company :
1875 (2) Washburn and Moen - manufacturing concern that produced the

wire needed by Ellwood-Glidden/bought out Glidden 1&576%
DATES:  pare o consTaucTION (specific date or 1/4 of century): \A879

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 1899 & 1910

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

L]
SOU R C E * (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOvV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY
[,
OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY :

ACREAGE. (to nearest tenth of an acre) g /?

'CO’\I’\IE\ITS: iRl L hnst?) ﬁrlﬁi eStories over high basement, !
imdeys; 1-story 11 width, balugtrad-

: irregular-shape, mansard roofA exter;or c R 23
i ed Ionic portico with center entrance progectlon:‘N porte cocherej,
S o peStingy exienson .

pelyrgormal—bays.and _winess Idesorstedgabrod~dormeTs g
srrs—tnterior altthetionsI9408) outbuildings include carriage house, water
ower, museum house and miniature Eastlake style playhousef Eetedtic.Built

Maa%ﬁmod«ﬁfﬁ%—ba&beﬁmuﬁaeﬂmng-feﬂune.

reund anched andrance wibh smail suppm-c\g u\mmns ' mﬁ nd- 5”“5 tnrana Wikh ornake
Patodian komoq polugenal bays and. w"‘i‘ ) Olenations , 1910 | \ Ecleche .

Bulk - I Tsaac U\wood pane @ 0f  baatud wite 1nvenia SO'u.ph q|.4¢m in

Succassiul e\lwood - Quaden esvpony ,
SIG\'IFICANCE-(maxJ.mum two sentences) :
| Nuseuvn, &



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE!: ECLECTIC

. O

1 Perkins, Fellows, & Hamilton - _
ﬂndSCﬁ[N/ﬁaran designer: (1910 remodeling) artisgﬁuﬂﬂsan: Joseph Dux (carved fire-

*Interior degorator: George Terwilliger _ buildeﬁ/bontractoré place mantel)

ETHNIC GROUP;

NAMES:
‘ personal (1) Joseph Glidden - friend of Ellwood's invented barbed wire &
(Label xals went into business with Ellwood, 1873 :
s (3) Consolidated Steel and Wire Co. - run by John W. Gates outjof

iate date) o
sppropriste Cate e S small competitors (4) American Steel and Wire Co. - formed by Gates

and Ellwood after much industrial war'fare and legal baﬁtles.

institutional (1) Ellwood-Glidden Company - barbed wire manufacturing company :

1875 (2) Washburn and Moen - manufacturing concern that produced the .

wire needed by Ellwood-Glidden/bought out Glidden 1576‘5,, 1

DATES!  pate oF coNsTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): ,/A879

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 1899 & 1910

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

]
SOU R C E * (OF NOMINATICN) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY
e
OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY :

ACIKE‘AGE:(to nearest tenth of an acre) g. /7

Brick, 2> stories over high basement, irregularfzggpe, mansard roof with cresting and
ornate gables, exterior chimneysAi\ 1-story,fullswidth,/ balustraded ionic portico with
center bowed entrance projection and N portencocherqayroundxg;;;;d entrance with small
supporting columng, front 2nd-story entrance with ornate Palladian framing, polygonal
bays and wings; alterations, 1910; outbuildings include carriage house, water tower,
museum house and miniature Eastlake style playhouse. Eclectic. Built for Isaac Ellwood,

partner of barbed wire inventoécgaseph Glidden in successful'Ellwood—Glidden company .

STUNLIE LA LIYU Lis(maximum two Sentencesj -
) NMoused vy,



ELLWOOD HOUSE
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Name

Address

City and State

Zip Code

Memberships Available (Please Check One)

FPAION e $1,000.00 and up
FDIONOT e ee 500.00

Life .. ettt 100.00
Contributing 10.00

Family oo 5.00

Adult S, . 2.50
Student ..o 1.00

Have you enclosed membership dues?  Yes No

Please indicate your interest in working on a

museum committee or project Yes No

All donations are tax-deductible. Make checks payab[e
to Ellwood House and mail to Ellwood House, Box 31,
DeKalb. lllinois 60115.
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The old stone water tower stands

guard behind the home.
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Sunlight sifts through pieces of
leaded glass in the dome of the
house.
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Encircled by the staircase, a bell-
laden chandelier sheds its soft
glow.

el

An ivory maiden reposes in a blue
niche along the spiral staircase.

}_]OHS()S saved are hOllSPS shared.

This phi]osophy underlies the restoration of
the home built in 1879 by Colonel Isaac L.
Ellwood. best known for his contribution to the
manufacture of barbed wire.

Late in 1964, Mrs. Erwin Perry Ellwood and
her children—the colonel’s grandchildren—lsaac
Ellwood II. Mrs. Joseph W. Towle and John
Fiske Ellwood. gave the home on North First
Street Road to the people of DeKalb.

The DeKalb County Fine Arts Association
assumed the responsibility for establishing a
museum in the home and appointed a board
of directors to take charge of the project.

At its opening in 1967, the home retains the
flavor of an era long past. Rooms on the first
and second floors remain much as they were
during the years the Ellwoods lived there.

Outstanding architectural features here are a
living room with Eng[ish oak paneling. a
vaulted Ceiling and a fireplace of Caen stone.
A three—story open spiral staircase twines
around a [)e“-hung chandelier and flanks a
conservatory.

Exhibition space on the second floor provides
an opportunity for insights into the history of
the area, while items collected by the family
during their travels tell the story of a wider
world: the arm chair of Maximilian 1 of Mexi-
co, a sea captain’s mirror, canopied beds said
to have be]onged to Bil[y the Kid. a Chinese
secretary, a rare collection of Rockingham and
Staffordshire figurines.

Theodore Roosevelt, SpeaI(er of the House
Joseph Canon and Jane Addams were among
the politicians, statesmen, musicians and busi-
nessmen entertained in this setting.

The ground floor of the building housed the
grooms who cared for the 700 Percheron horses
owned by the family; the top floor contained a
small ballroom complete with stage for musi-
cians or players.

|



