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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The House on.the Hill is on a 26-acre tract, once a small farm known
as "the Conet place," now a part of the campus of Augustana College. It is
situated midway along the northern edge of the Conet place, and faces north.

The original brick farmhouse was greatly enlarged and otherwise
modified g during the 85 years in which it was the home of Frederick E.
Weyerhaeuser and members of his family. It is now a three story painted
brick mansion with Mansard roof and tower.

The principal entry to the house is by way of a Portecochere on the
west into a large oak paneled entrance hall with a broad sweep of staircase
leading to the second and third floors. To the left of the entrance hall
are two parlors distinctive with mahogany woodwork, parquet floors, and
gilt-framed furniture done in French pastoral tapestries. The walls are
covered with grass cloth.

Beyond the second parlor to the east is a library with walnut
bookshelves and woodwork. This room has rose brocade covering the walls.

Adjoining the library is theé dining room, and this is the climax, the
crowning glory of the house. Though spaciousness and gracious elegance are
evident throughout the house, these do not prepare one for the breathtaking
splendor of the dining room, the varied appointments of which all contribute
to the beauty of the whole. Obviously the "Lumber King" here employed his
unusual resources most lavishly and gave play, without stint, to his
passion for fine craftsmanship in fine materials, such as fabrics, metals,
glass, and above all, woodwork.

In the dining room, an apple-blossom motif is carried out in carvings
in the walls and ceilings, in panels of cherry wood, and in specially cast
hinges, door plates, and other hardware. Over the fireplace in the east
wall is a lovely stained glass window, the work of John La Farge, according
to F. E. Weyerhaeuser II. Other windows are of plate glass with a
three-inch bevel. Light fixtures, buffet, cupboards, leather fire screen,
and Belgian lace curtains were hand made- and especially designed to match
the decor of the room. ‘

A large porch, really an outdoor paflor, extends off the east side of
the house with doorways from both the library and butler's pantry.
Extensive kitchen, pantry, and laundry space comprise the south wing of the
house.,

Oriental rugs cover the staircase and lower floors. On the windows are
curtains made for the house from Relgian linen lace. Throughout are fire-
places, lighting fixtures having gas as well as electrical outlets, and
servants'! bells reminiscent of the earlier and more elegant life in the
house,

On the second floor are several bedroom suites of excellent proportion.

A white marble and alabaster fireplace is noteworthy. The third floor has
additional bedrooms and bath along with a large ballroom.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The House on the Hill was for many years the home of Frederick E.
Weyerhaeuser, uermapwlmmlvrant who came to this country in 1856, and with
his brother-in-law, Frederick C. A. Denkmann, founded Weyerhauser and
Denkmann Lumber Co. in Rock Island. This company prospered greatly and
in time evolved into the firm which since 1959 has carried the name of
Weyerhaeuser Company. It is now based in Tacoma, Washington, and is known
world-wide as the largest of all forest products corporations. (Currently
it owns 5.7 million acres of prime timberland in the Pacific Northwest,
and has cutting rights on 10.6 million acres of forestland in other
countries.) Of Weyerhaeuser it has been said that he was as dynamic a
figure in the lumber business as was Rockefeller in 0il, James Hill or
Edward Harriman in railroads, or Andrew Carnegie in steel (George W.
Wickstrom) .

When bought by Mr. Weyerhaeuser in 1865, the House on the Hill was a
modest farm home; but with the burgeoning fortunes of its owner it was
transformed into a large, elegant residence. It is of significance now
as a well-preserved example of a 19th Century man51on, which was, for

decades, the home of a leading captaln of American industry and a
prominent citizen of the Quad-City Community.

INSTRUCTIONS

5 EE

In one respect the House on the Hill is unique: 1its magnificent
dining room reflects the distinctive personal tastes and special resources
of a wealthy @erman-born lumberman, who re-created in it the fine wood
carvings and panels, and elegant furnishings probably remembered from his
homeland. Indeed, much of the decorating and furnishing of the dining room
: was done by 0ld World craftsmen who were either the employees of the
j Weyerhaeuser-Denkmann firm or brought to this cogntry expressly for this
i projecte.
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Wickstrom, George.

Archives of Augustana College. Denkmann Memorial Library,
Rock Island, Illinois.

The J. W. Potter Company,
Rock Island, Illinois, 19L8.
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Dr, Fritiof M. Fryxell , Geologist & Dr. C. W. Sorensen, President
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 NATIONAL REGISTE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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tries)
EgiSTORY
3 e reminiscences of Frederick E. Weyerhaeuser II, the youngest of the

seven Weyerhaeuser children and the only one to be born in the House on the
Hill, review much of the history of the Pesidence. (It is not known when the
original house was built, or who designed and erected it.) He wrote,

"The Rock Island House on the Hill, when Father purchased it 1865 was
a sqQuare two-story brick structure having a little square cupola on top and
an extension in the rear including the dining room and kitchen with maid's
room above, The first alteration of any consequence occurred in 1877 when
it seems probable ‘that two little rooms on the east side of the house were
made one by the removal of a partition and a bay window added. This enlarged
room became the living room where the family spent most of its time. It was
the one room in the forepart of the house that was kept warm in winter, a
large hard coal base burner furnishing the heat, part of which went to the
bedrooms above through registers in the ceiling.

"The house was pretty much rebuilt in 1882-83 when the present west
entrance hall and two rooms, one on each side of it, were added to the main
floor with bedrooms above, including numerous bathrooms, and a third floor
added to the entire structure except over the dining room entension. The
third floor was of a mansard type of roof with a little tower room
immediately over the main entrance. With these additions, the house became
an extensive building., On the third floor, Father had built a rather large
tank which . . . supp. ied water for the entire house. As the city did not
supply water on the hill at that time, and we did not have modern gasoline
pumps, there was installed in the basement a . . . force pump which . . .

elevated water to the tank above .

"The next important change came in 1888 when the dining room was enlarged
and rebuilt, the woodwark having elaborate . . . carvings. A beautiful
little La Farge stained glass window was introduced over the fireplace. . . .
A great amount of labor was employed on this room, partly to give work to
some of Father's employees. . o«

"Finally, in preparation for the celebration of Father and Mother's
golden wedding in 1907 Sam(uel Davis) and Apol (son-in-law and daughter of
the Egyerhaeusers) completely rebuilt and refurnished the house, adding
closets, extending the old original entrance hall stairway on the north side
to open into the second floor cross hall, and providing a sleeping porch and
many other improvements, all of which made it a very lovely and livable house,
large enough to accommodate the entire family under one roof at the time of
the golden wedding . . ." The Weyerhaeusers, who in 1907 resided in St. Paul,

Minnesota, made the trip down the Mississippi on the old raftboat F. Weyer-
haeuser to jointtheir daughter and her husband at the House on the Hill for
the Golden Wedding Anniversary.

continuation

GPO 921.724

L.



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Illinois

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |COUNTY
Rock Island
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

8P 11 WIS

(Number all entries)

Apollonia and her husband, Samuel S, Davis, were the last members of
the Weyerhaeuser family to live in the house. Mr. Davis died in 1951
and his wife died in 1953. Their son, Edwin W. Davis and his wife gave
thought to dismantling the exquisite dining room and having it reassembled
in a museum; instead, however, they finally presented the House on the Hill
and the 26 acres of land comprising the "Conet place" to Augustana College
in July, 1954. Augustana College has carefully maintained the house with
the original furnishings and in the style of the VWeyerhaeuser-Davis years.
The beautiful first floor is used for receptions, luncheons, dinners,
conferences, musicales, and other special occasionse

GPO 921.724
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED.

7 | Description:

8 | Statement of Significance:

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:
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Verbal Boundary Description:

12| Certification:

Photographic Coverage:
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Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to KATE COLE

on the National Register staff, telephone 103/ $23-5453

Thank you for your attention to the above items.

W‘)/L s TN Date: P 229

Chief, Branch of Registration Ry

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8
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Inside view of the dining room, viewer looking to the west.,

INT: 15472
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PHOTO CREDIT: Perry mason
DATE OF PHOTO: A

DESCRIBE VIEW DIRECTION ETeE: >
Inside view of the dining room s Viewer looking to the east,

INT: 154-72



il

Hi Bid .
4 - .
& > \__ - UH‘J .

SHETRS i v o

., St
. = I ~%




Form No. 10-301a
(7/72)

INSTRUCTIONS

$EE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

STATE

I1llinois

COUNTY

Rock Island

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

COMMON: Houseon the Hlll —

on..

D/OR HISTORIC: ”eyerhaeuser Residence

SYREET AND NUMBER

3052 - 10 Ave,

ciTY or Tosck Island

i Illinois

COPE

COUNTY:

ﬁock Ls

\’3\

g

PHOTO CREDIT: Perry Mason

bl

;7
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Au_:rustana College

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION BTG

Front of house facing north and west side with portico facing west,

INT: 154-72
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Form No. 10-301a

(Rev. 10-74)
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPEALLENTRES-JENCLOSEMHTHPHOIQQEAPH

NAME

HISTORIC Weyerhauser Residence

AND/OR COMMON
House on the Hill

E LOCATION 3052- Tenth Avenue
STATE

___VICINITY OF COUNTY
Rock Island I1linois

CITY. TOWN
Rock Island

n PHOTO REFERENCE
DATE OF PHOTO

PHOTO CREDIT
Augustana College 1962

NEGATIVE FILED AT
Augustana College
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DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT,

GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO

View of dining room mantle, looking to the west.

INT: 2983=75
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7 PROPERTY MAP FORM
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COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
House onthe hill “'eyerhaeuser residence SEP 11 1975
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Illincis Rock Island I'ock Island
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3052 - 10 Ave.
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE . SCALE
U.S.G.S.Quadrangle map 1953; 1970 photo revised 1: 21,000

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW;:
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.

ANTHONY T. DEAN SPRINGFIELD 62706 HAROLD L. ELLSWORTH
DIRECTOR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

[Bi 2ot TS O A R e L LR DR G AR Y e A s ]
CHICAGO OFFICE—ROOM 100, 160 N. LA SALLE ST., 60601

August 27, 1975

Mr. Charles Herrington

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Charles:

Enclosed is the revised form for the Weyerhauser Home in Rock
Island.

We have revised the acreage downwards to six in order to provide
a more reasonable buffer zone. The first figure on second thought
was inflated.

If you have any further questions please contact me.

Sincerely

Ay Fota/y
William G. Farrar

Coordinator of Preservation Services
Historic Sites Division

WGF/1lg
Enclosure

Recycled Paper
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STATE ILLINOYS
Date Entered  @gp 11 175

L Location
- /44x~4ﬂmwﬂ
Rock Island
Rock Island County
014 Main, Augustana College
Rock Island County
I.'*mm Chicago
Cook County

Also Notified

Hon, Charles H. Percy State Histori

Hon. Adlai B. Stevenson My, Ant) Preservation Officer

Hon. Cardiss Collins Director, Department of Conservation
: 602 State Office Building

Regional Director, Midwest Region

\ PR Mm¥ott/je  o/22/75
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INT: 295075




DATE: 11-26-76

& NR Data Sheet o oo
b vz 9/1L/T5

NR

NAME.AS‘ IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Weyerhaeuser House

ommr waves: (House on the H1LJ) ([ attsd dary

LOCATION :‘/3052 10th- Ave.

STRLET & NUMBER

N heed 7y FRD

CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT

Ty fowN . ;
Rock Island i - VICINITY OF .

STATE ’ COUNTY code
1linois /Rbck Island 161

OWNER OF PROPERTY: (Circle) ‘/Pi{IVI\TE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR (underiine) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) ¢

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST  MIDWEST
e ————

. SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VIEEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST
FEATURES: ; .
e INTEFICR XTERIOR NVIFOXNS -
*Substantially intact-1 Substantially intact-2 — Substantially intact-3
— unknown - 4 ___unkrown.-5 _.unkncvmn -6
— not applicable - 7 — not applicable - 8 _Nct appliczkle-9
~Interior, exterior, cnvircns not intact-0
CONDITION ~ xxcnum __DETERIORATED ——UNALTERED &mcmusns
—GooD —RUINS Sattereo. —MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed —Unknewn
~Unexcavated ~Excavated
ACCESS - Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted No access Urknown
¢ historic district? ves NO
o S
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO

IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARX? YES ;10
' IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE USE; JES, NO Saved ? YES te ’
FUNCTION(B)! (esa socabulary #ozds) ° . :
then- HOUSE _ .
now-  HOUSE MUSEUM oy
— .
SIGNIFICANCE:
v/—ARCNEOLUGV-PNSMSTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION —entertainment -
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —uw/Gov't/politics _science —health
«—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE . ~recreation
RCHITECTURE L/ ~—EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/ZHUMANITARIAN —.settlement
AT - ¢~ —ENGINEERING —MUSIC ; —socio/cultural
«—COMMERCE —EXPLORATION ~—PHILOSOPHY ~—TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS Wroustay — | 3 —-POLITICS, GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) planning
. —INVENTION : -
Claims

8L ct?? :
i o fivst? ypgs w0 toldest?? ves  no  Yonly?? ves o




ARCHITECTURAL STYLE!: 2ND EMPIRE

architect/m.builders ' ' engincer;
landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan:
- interior decorator: : : builder/contractor;

ETHNIC GROUP;

J .
NAMES: personal
(label role .
& ) -
appropriate date) ; . ®
events
institutional

vV wid - /72’&0

DATES!  DaTE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): Aan-quar‘t‘er%me-.- -{2)-

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 1877, 3rd floor added. 1882-83, dining room enlarged

: 888, ren ti
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 1 ovation, 1907

v .
SOU RCE' (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY
v
OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY:

ACREAGE‘ (to nearest tenth of an acre) A

COI\II\IENTS: (include architectural information here) BI'le 21/2 StOI‘leS, lgre%}laggz;}}?’peo

hipped, gai)led, nd mapsard roof sectionsj interior chlmneysA 3fo=story entrance ]
tower:mwm bracketed maéidlien cornicefthosiory

pwtwecbepe; 1-story side shed porchMMzWQf\ésmeaa ppem-;—nen—t——wmd‘cw

& .: o ha ResTal dlnzng room enlarged, 1688 complete reno-
vation .190’7 ,ZHE . Residence of lumber baron Frederlck E. Weyerhaeuser.
Musewm, SeconaL mp'rcwmm @

S IGNI FICA NC E:(maximum two sentences)



