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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Old Main of Augustana College, Rock Island, I l l i n o i s , i s an 
impressive stone building situated on the slopes overlooking the 
Mississippi itiver. It dominates the lOO-acre campus and i s a familiar 
landmark visible far up and down the valley. 

Old Main i s constructed of buff-colored dolomite from quarries at 
Le Claire, Iowa, about 1^ miles up-stream. The building i s l65 feet long, 
from east to west, and i t i s Sh feet wide except i n a central section 
which i s 66 feet wide. The main entrance i s on the north, where broad 
stone stairways lead to a portico flanked by two l8-foot p i l l a r s of 
polished red granite. Two double doors lead to the f i r s t floor. Beneath 
the portico i s a double-doored entrance to the ground floor. There are 
entrances on the other sides also, each double-doored. The south entrance 
leads by stairs to both the ground floor and the f i r s t floor; the east 
and west entrances are to the ground floor. Crowning Old Main i s a great 
dome painted grey-green. 

The ceilings are unusually high: that of the ground floor, 11 feet; 
the f i r s t floor, 1$ feet; the second floor, lU feet; and the third floor, 
13 feet. 

I n i t i a l l y Old Main was a multi-purpose building for the college and 
also a seminary and an academy, but i t i s now used exclusively for college 
classrooms and staff offices, a l l remarkably spacious and well-lighted. 
Conversion of rooms for present uses required l i t t l e structijral change 
u n t i l i960, when a Chapel occupying two floors in the east wing was 
converted into additional classrooms and olficesj an elevator was installed, 
badly worn floors and steps were replaced, and the staircases were 
enclosed by glass panels and access doors. Two large stained-glass 
windows on the east and south sides of the building were l e f t untouched, -
reminders of the old Chapel. 

Old Main i s in excellent condition after more than 80 years of 
continuous heavy use. The exterior i s essentially unchanged, and the 
interior has been altered only as noted. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Ola Main i s the most notable building erected by Swedish immigrants 
to the United States, and architecturally i t reflects Swedish univi-;rsity 
traditions. I t i s important also as the central building of Augustana 
College, a l i b e r a l arts institution currently in i t s 115th year and 
observing the Centennial of i t s establishment i n ̂ ock Island. 

Augustana College, founded in Chicago in i860, was for generations 
the foremost cultural center of the Swedish immigration which by 19lU 
has brought over a million persons to the United States. In the words 
of Conrad Bergendoff, "Unlike many midwest colleges, Augustana was not a 
product originally of the community. Rather i t was a sort of cultural 
capital for hundreds of tjjousands of immigrants... for a long time 
Augustana was better known i n distant places than in i t s immediate 
environment." 

VJhen the college moved from Paxton to Rock Island in 1871?, the 
number "of Swedish immigrants was s t i l l comparatively small and their 
resources meager. Nevertheless, the college fathers l a i d plans for a 
stately and spacious edifice, one which would prove functional and 
enduring. Fulfillment of their plans required a decade of strejijuoas 
effort, and much sacrifice. Old Main, the result, t e s t i f i e s to the high 
aspirations of the immigrants and the competence of their leaders. The 
latter were graduates of the ancient Swedish universities of Uppsala 
(founded in I h l l ) and Lund (1668), Not surprisingly, many academic 
features of the early Augustana College were reminiscent of these venerable 
universities. In fact. Old Main i t s e l f was planned after the model of a 
newly erected main building of renaissance style at Uppsala. 

Ihe Swedish immigrant stream was one of many. In time these merged, 
and each contributed in i t s own way to the cultural milieu of this nation. 
Old Main i s s t i l l an important educational center, rich in history and 
tradition, enjoying f r u i t f u l relationships with the community and country 
at large. 

HISTORY (see next page) 
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Old Main was erected in the decade from 188U to 1893. Though 
preliminary plans had been drawn in 1883 by E, S. Hammatt, of Davenport, 
the f i n a l plans were the work of L. G. Hallberg, a Chicago architect. The 
cornerstone was l a i d on November 6, I88I4, and certain contracts were l e t 
i n 1885. A Moline contractor, J . A. P. Berg, was chosen to do the stone 
and brick work for $19,022 and the cast iron work for $911. A. Modine St. Co. 
of ^hicago was awarded carpentry work for $5,U50. (Joists for the second 
and third floors were to be fourteen inches.) 

Growing demand for a dome led the Board to ask local contractors to 
study the bearing strength of foundation and walls; the report stated that 
these were adequate for the weight of the upper part of the building, but 
that a separate foundation would have to be built to support a dome. On 
the f i r s t anniversary of the cornerstone laying, the ^oard authorized 
expenditure of $ii,000 for a dome. 

In 1886 city water and sewer systems were extended to the building at 
a cost of$750. Davis & Do. installed the plumbing for $950, and a heating 
system for $3,593. In the f a l l of 1886, Guthrie i Collins Co, was 
authorized to complete the carpentry, at cost of $11,266, In November of 
that year, stained glass windows were set in two large openings in the east 
and south walls, the former for the Chapel, and the latter for the stairways 
leading to the Chapel. Opera chairs were purchased for the ChapeJ, and a 
pipe organ for the Chapel was ordered from the Moline Organ Co, for $3,000, 
By February, I888, certain rooms of the lower floors were completed, and 
teaching i n them was begun. 

For some time the work ceased due to lack of funds. In June 1885 
P, L, Cable gave the college $25,000—A great stimulus to continue and 
complete the structure. (It is necessary to recal l that the church body 
was only 25 years old and i t s members were seeking to build their own houses 
and churches i n a new land.) 

The s t i l l unfinished building was dedicated when the Augustana Synod 
convened at the College in June, 1888. In I889 Mr. ^. L. Cable provided 
electric light fixtures to replace the gas fixtures. A large room on the 
second floor, adjoining the Chapel, was named Cable Hall i n honor of this 
early benefactor, and reserved for Faculty and Board meetings, and 
receptions. Mr. Bailey Davenport donated a Hallett and Davis grand piano, 

A celebration was planned for 1893 to note the UOOth anniversary of 
the meet>lng at Uppsala which established Sweden as a Lutheran nation. This 
celebration provided impetus for completing the building. The steep slope 
north of the building was graded, and i n September, 1892, a retaining wall 
of Le CTlaire stone was built along Seventh Avenue by Gust Ed of Moline, for 
$U,U65, The main entrance also had to be designed and b u i l t , (Before t h i s , 
one could enter the building only through the back door,). A.Stenstrora of 
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Burlington, Iowa, was awarded the contract to erect the stone stairway, 
portico, and granite p i l l a r s , for $2,17li. The dome was built by Sievers 
and Anderson of Rock Island for $U,32U, ^ June, 1893, the building was 
ready for occupancy and for the reception of the 20,000 visitors who came 
from a l l over the land and abroad to celebrate a jubilee at Augustana. 

The records nowhere mention a f i n a l figure of cost. By summarizing 
the various known contracts, one arrives at a figure of approximately 
$65,000. This does not include various gifts for specific purposes, nor 
architects' fees, interest on loans, and the l i k e . A conservative figure 
might be.$75,000 to $80,000 for the whole project. 

Though at f i r s t the building was called "Memorial Hall," that name 
never gained much currency. The early college catalogs referred to i t as 
simply the"New Building." 

For years Old Main was largely a self-contained building housing most 
of the f a c i l i t i e s of the college, as well as those of an affilated 
Theological Seminary and Academy. In 1910 the Library and Museum were moved 
from the upper floor of the west wing to the newDenkmann Memorial Library, 
Similarly, the laboratories of the science departments were eventually a l l 
transferred to other buildings. In 1923 the Seminary was moved into a 
building complex of i t s own, and i n 1931 the Academy was discontinued. In 
i960 the Chapel - which for over 75 years had been the center of school 
l i f e , used for religious services, concerts, recitals, lectures, debating 
and oratorical contests, the Annual Lyceiun Course, meetings of the Students' 
Union, and many other functions, - had to be converted into the 
additional classrooms and offices made necessary by greatly increased 
enrollment. At the same time some other, lesser changes were made by way 
of renovation, and to meet safety requirements of modern building codes. 
Also, an elevator was installed. For the last fifteen years, the building 
has served exclusively for classrooms (21 in number ) and staff 
offices( about I45), 

^^^^ b 

GP 0 921-7 24 



Property 

Working Number̂  7^7/^/jT 
1 

TECHNICAL 
Photos ^  
Maps / 

ONTROL 

7. 
HISTORIAN 

^ -n ARCHITECTURAL HISTOmAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

/\fot/̂ HcK t f^ diaotpiihi y/g^/fiC^c^i^ c^a^ OTHER 

HAE] 
Inventory 

Review 
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Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interi o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr, Murtagh: 
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House on the H i l l - Rock Island, I l l i n o i s 
Old Main, Augustana College - Rock Island, I l l l n o i s 

Thank you for vour prompt attention to these forms. 

Sincerely, 

William G. Farrar 
Coordinator of Preservation Services 
H i s t o r i c Sites Division 
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