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| 7 . DeSCRIPTION ' 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t Good 

(Check One) 

I I F a i r Q De te r i o ra ted [Z] R u i n s d ) U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d U n a l t e r e d 

f C / i e c k One) 

• M o v e d C J O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (11 k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Simple church building measuring 45 feet i n length and 30 
feet i n width constructed with handmade red brick and 
subsequently plastered and painted white. Interior i s 
white with hardwood f l o o r , pews to seat approximately f i f t y 
and an a l t e r - p u l p i t i n the front-center of the building set 
off by a curved a l t a r r a i l . It has a f u l l basement with a dement 
f l o o r . O r i g i n a l l y , heated with an old coal stove, i t i s 
now heated with a gas furnace. 

INTERIOR LIGHTING 

Only one o r i g i n a l f i x t u r e remains, an ornate c e i l i n g fixture 
which accomodates candles or small o i l lamps. We hope to 
locate f i x t u r e s s i m i l a r to the o r i g i n a l s or make replicas 
of them. The chapel i s now l i t by four l i g h t f i x t u r e s and 
the basement by s i x l i g h t f i x t u r e s . Date when e l e c t r i c i t y 
was brought into the chapel i s not exactly known. 

HEATING 

The o r i g i n a l heating stove was replaced by a large "pot­
b e l l i e d " stove i n the—early 1900's. This coal burning stove 
had not been used for the past 20 years. Deterioration to 
the building increased from the lack of heating. In 1973 a 
modern 150,000 btu o i l furnace unit was i n s t a l l e d i n the 
basement with ducts i n the basement c e i l i n g carrying heat 
into the chapel through f l o o r vents. This improvement has 
eliminated the dampness of the structure and makes the 
restoration work much easier. 

INTERIOR FURNITURE 

The combination a l t a r and p u l p i t , a l t a r r a i l , and three 
melodeons are a l l a part of the o r i g i n a l furnishings, also 
two folding stands that held the c o f f i n at funerals i n the 
early days. The pews were made i n 1948 and were patterned 
after and replaced the o r i g i n a l s . A glass showcase exhibit 
some of the f i r s t books, communion vessels, etc., used by t l 
congregation i n the 1850's. 

BASEMENT 

The basement i s e s s e n t i a l l y the same as i t was when the con 
gregation used i t for worship during the construction of the 
chapel. I t now functions somewhat as a museum, with por­
t r a i t s of pastors who have served the congregation from 
1849 through 1935. 

(Notes furnished by Pastor Alber 
Lestor of the Andover Lutheran 
Church) 
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Description - continued 

The Jenny Lind Chapel i s a small, rectangular building 
measuring 30 x 44 feet. The foundations and walls are locallly 
manufactured brick, stuccoed and painted. The design followq 
that of many si m i l a r l a t e Greek Revival churches b u i l t i n 
I l l i n o i s communities from the 1830s through the 1850s, most 
of which have disappeared. I t s general s i m p l i c i t y , rectangul 
form, gable roof and pilastered front mark i t as of Greek 
lineage. Because i t was b u i l t by the parishioners, i t i s 
probable that the chapel as constructed, varies somewhat 
from i t s model. 

The window heads, door frame, cornice and p i l a s t e r s , are 
wood carrying standard s i m p l i f i e d Greek moldings probably 
made i n Chicago or some other regional center. The entrance 
was presumably approached straight on by a f l i g h t of steps 
which have now vanished, apparently without a trace. The 
present concrete double steps may date from an over-enthusias 
renovator i n 1948. I t i s not certain i f the paneled entry 
doors are o r i g i n a l . 

Inside the chapel there i s a rectangular open space, i t s 
c e i l i n g pine, the f l o o r hardwood, and the walls plaster. 
At the entrance there i s a small wooden balcony, possibly 
added as the congregation grew, during the 1860s. The 
sanctuary i s l i t t l e more than a raised wooden dias with chanc 
r a i l of varnished wood, enclosing a t a l l wooden pu l p i t of 
simple design. The pews are said to be modern reproductions 
of the o r i g i n a l ones. There i s also an early pedal organ anĉ  
an o i l chandelier. Heat was o r i g i n a l l y provided by coal 
stoves. 
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|6. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD ('Check One or More as Appropriate) 
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• otW (^^i^yf^-

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Jenny Lind Chapel i s the f i r s t church building erected on 
American s o i l by Swedish Lutherans imigrating to America from 
Sweden i n the middle of the 19th century. It i s considered tc 
be the cradle of Swedish-American Lutheranism, the "mother" of 
the Augustana Lutheran Church, a predecessor body of the 
present Lutheran Church in America. 

The bronze plaque on the front of the chapel i s inscribed with 
these words: 

JENNY LIND CHAPEL 
The f i r s t house of worship of the Swedish Evangelical 
Lutheran congregation of Andover, I l l i n o i s . An 
evidence of pioneering f a i t h and devotion, this 
church, begun in 1851 under the leadership of Pastor 
Lars Paul Esbjorn, was dedicated on Advent Sunday, 

. , December 3, 1854, and named after the noted Swedish 
singer whose generous interest helped to make th i s 
structure possible. 

The chapel was dedicated as a synodical shrine at special 
Centennial services, Sunday, June 13, 1948, held as a part of 
the eighty-ninth annual convention of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Augustana Synod of North America. 

The group that followed Eric Jansen to Bishop H i l l were tech­
n i c a l l y members of the Church of Sweden though he rebelled 
against i t s regulations. Arrived here many were d i s i l l u s i o n e d 
and l e f t the Colony while other immigrants were drawn to 
I l l i n o i s by the p u b l i c i t y created by the Jansenist emigration 
from Sweden. 

In 1849 Pastor Lars Paul Esbjorn l e f t his parish i n Sweden (in 
the v i c i n i t y of the o r i g i n a l Jansenists) to minister to those 
lo y a l to the Lutheran Church of Sweden. (He emigrated June 24, 
125 years ago today). He found dissension and poverty on his 
a r r i v a l i n Andover, but set about organizing a congregation he: 
and i n nearby Galesburg and Moline. Hence, a l l three date froili 

1849^ 
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%% STATt LIAISON OFFICER CfeftTIFICATIOH 

As the designated State Lia ison Off icer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

•evaluated, according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

NatfonaU ^ O L o c a l . 

Director 111. 'D&pt. of Conservati 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Offic 

Ti t le 

•Date 
August 5, 1974 

m i a o i s —6.12,'55 
NATIONAL REOtSTER VEftfFICATION 

•; • V a •!•• •.••! • .-
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Direclor, Ollice ol Archeotogy and Historic Preservation 
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Statement of Significance - continued 

1850, but Andover was the f i r s t . To fin d funds, Esbjorn 
undertook a journey east to the older German Lutheran s e t t l e 
ments. Through Dr. Passavant i n Pittsburg, he was able to 
s o l i c i t $1,500 from the congregation of these churches. 
On this t r i p he was given an interview with Jenny Lind, 
in Boston, and received another $1,500 from the Swedish 
singer, out of interest i n her countrymen. 

The Andover congregation became the f i r s t of the Swedish 
Lutheran churces bearing the name of the Augustana Synod. 
This body, organized i n 1860, grew into a national r e l i g i o u s 
communion and i n 1962, when i t merged into the Lutheran 
Church i n America, had over 1000 congregations and 1200 
pastors. It was this church that supported Augustana Colleg 
and Theological Seminary, also founded 1860, and Esbjorn 
was i t s f i r s t president, 1860-1863. 

Swedish Lutherans were on the Delaware after 1638 and Old 
Swedes' churches s t i l l stand i n Philadelphia and Wilmington. 
But before the Revoud!*tion they had been absorbed by the Epis 
copal Church. TherV i s no connection between these churches 
those that followed Andover i n the 19th century. "Cradle 
of Swedish Lutheranism i n America" i s an accurate term. 

and 

GPO 921-7 24 



:)̂ wmĵ  ̂^̂ ŜL̂ ^ ̂ Ŝ̂ M̂ Ŝ l̂  PLEASE RETURN THIS FOW WHEN THE PROP^Y I.S RE^UgftlTTED. ^ DATE; 
NAME OF PROPERTY 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

4. Owner of Property. 

5., Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation i n E x i s t i n g Surveys. 

8. ^^^^^^^ °^^^^]u^r.^f^ ( / ^ ^ ^/QnytCQi^d?. ujy^ 

9. Bibliography. 

_10, Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. Lon.^gtude (or Latitude) appears 

tc be oFf hy about Please clicc!;. 
b. Acreage. ' ; 

.11. Form Prepared By. 

12. C e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

Photographic Coverage. 

Map Coverage. 

Other. 

C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the above items must be made p r i o r to the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then s a t i s f y the Kational Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked. 

SIGNED: 
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F o r m 10-301 
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1. N A M E 

U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATiONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

C O M M O N 

Jenny Lind Chapel 
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Swedish Lutheran Churc] 
NUMERIC CODE (Aatlert»d by NPS) 
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2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 
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3. MAP REFERENCE 
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1953 
S C A L E 
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L E O K A f c o E . T E L L E E N 

( l S 7 7 - I B e 6 ) 

K E N N E T H L . T E 4 . L E E N 

L E O N A R D W T E L . L E E N 

J A M E S ' T . S R A E N D L E 

T E L L E E N , T E L L E E I N 5. B R A E N D L E 

A T T O R N E Y S A T L A W 

C A M B R I D G E , I L L I N O I S 

e i 2 3 S 

A R E A C O D E 3 0 9 

T E L E P H O N E 

0 3 - 7 - 3 3 3 6 

February 16, 197i4. 

Hon. Thomas P. Railsback 
Congressman, I l l i n o i s 19th D i s t . 
Cannon House Office B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D. C. 205l5 

Re: Jenny Lind Chapel - Andover 

Dear Tom: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of February 1 and your 
i n t e r e s t i n the National Shrine a p p l i c a t i o n re Jenny Lind 
Chapel. 

Enclosed i s a photo copy of the ap p l i c a t i o n \-ih.ich 
Pastor Lestor i s forwarding. 

I also enclose photo of pages 766 & 767 of P o r t r a i t 
and Biographical Album - Chapman Bros. (l855) that gives 
data re the Church at Andover and mentions Jenny I-ind. I am 
sure there are better sources, but t h i s i s the or"'y one I had 
i n the o f f i c e . 

Best regards,-. 

Kenneth L. Telleen 

E n d s . 
Copy to Rock Island O f f i c e : 

Room 228 ; 
Pederal B u i l d i n g 
Rock Island, I l l i n o i s 61201 

Copy to: Pastor Albert D. Lestor 
Andover, I l l i n o i s 61233 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

•Paarvary-26 , 19. .74 

Oirectcxc, Congrassionaa Liaison 
Nationftl Pairk Service 
(advisory Board on National Fazks, 
Hisfacxrioal sites. Buildings, and 
MtxsjoeDta) 20240' 
Dwur Sir: 

The attached communication is sub­
mitted for your consideration, and to ask 
that the request made therein be complied 
with, if possible. 

If you will advise me of your action in 
this matter and have the letter retumed to 
me with your reply, I will appreciate it. 

I would like to ê xrass 
intarast in ths attaic±ed applica­
tion whicdi was sent to you 
raoontly. 

Your judicious rsfviaî  of ths mttar 
would be graatly ê faraclatad and 
I would like to be notified of asQr 
Fcograss in tiie aEplicatlcn. 

Thaidc you far your oocperatlon. 

Very truly yours. 

M C 
TCM RATTjaanr 

District. 





KQBon&le Hoi liilitiMi^ 
Hcms« of î̂ paMMMSŜ ives 

Mr. Sem^tb X>. t^Uem cmc«graing mm&m^ixm of 
Jcaur Gaa^ to tbe IfaEklcml &gist«r of m^M^ 

.pNnride ym « linfl| «NP <aiililrti e^ftttaity. 

LS (*2)) w/Incoming 
FKPrCRBraxton:orb:3-5-7U 



S T A T E O F ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDINC! 
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March 25, 1975 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed i s a continuation sheet for the nomination 
of the Jenny Lind Chapel i n Andover, I l l i n o i s . This should 
complete our update work on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r nomination. 

Also enclosed i s a revised nomination for the Old 
Chicago Water Tower D i s t r i c t . 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM G. FARRAR 
Director 
I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c Landmarks Survey 
P. 0. Box 986 
Carbondale, I l l i n o i s 62901 

Enclosures 
WGF/kpg 

Recycled Paper 



T H O M A S F . R A I L S B A C K 
1 9 T H D l^pTRlCT. l U - l N O l S 

COUNTIES: 
C A R R O U . 
r U L T O N 
HANCOCK 
HENDERSON 
HENRY 

M C DONOUOH 

ROCK ISLAND 
W A R R E N 
WHITESIDE 

A D A M S ( L D I A . H E K X M AMD DISA TVPS. ONLT) 

BUREAU (FAIIFTELD. 60L0, GIEEHVILLE AMD 

MAHLIUS rWPS. OMLY) 
L E E (EAST GROVE. HAHILTOH. H A K M W . HARKIH, 

HELSON, RALUYKA. AND SMITII DIXOH TVPS. 
ONLY) 

J U D I C I A R Y C O M M I T T E E 

€onwcm oi tjje Winitth &tatt& 
ôusie of l̂ epresientattbest 
mas înQton, 20515 

July 19, 1974 

R O O M 218 

C A N N O N H O U S E O F F I C E B U I L D I N G 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20S1S 

AREA: 202-225-5905 

R O O M 22$ 

F E D E R A L B U I L D I N G 

2 1 1 - 1 9 T H S T R E E T 

R O C K I S L A N D , ILL INOIS 61201 

A R E A : 309-794-1681 

Mr. Emest Allen Connally 
Associate Director 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Vashington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Connally: 

Re: Application of - Jemiy Lind 
.-__Chapel̂ to the National Register 

of Historic Places, Andover, IL 

I have previously corresponded with you conceming the application 
of Jenny Lind Chapel. I have been told by Mr^Ken Telleen that the 
Illinois State Historical Society met at Carbondale, Illinols, on June 14 
and sent the nomination to Washington for further action. 

I vould appreciate knowing what action has been taken to date on 
this application and would like to reiterate my enthusiasm for the nom­
ination. 

Thank you for your cooperation and I look forward to hearing from 
you in the near future. 

Sincerely 

TPM RAILSBACK _ 
Monber of Congress 

TR:ps 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed for your consideration i s the National Register of 
Historic Places Nomination for the Jenny Lind Chapel, Andover, 
I l l i n o i s . The Jenny Lind Chapel (Swedish Lutheran Church) i s 
considered to be the "cradle of Swedish-American Lutheranism." 

Thank you for your attention to thls^ominatlon 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

ATD:tmm 

Enclosure 

Recycled Paper 





AUGUSTAM 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ALBERT D. LESTOR, PASTOR 
P.O. BOX 144 

ANDOVER, ILLINOIS 61233 
TELEPHONE (309) 476-4771 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Department of the Interior 
Washington̂  D* G* 

Dear Dr. Murtaght 

Last svaniaer I filed an application on behalf of the 
Illinois Synod of the Lutheran church in America to hava 
the jenny Lind Qhapel in Andover, Hlinois, listed in ths 
National Register as a religious shrine, in a letter to 
Honorable Thomas Railsback from Anthony Dean, Springfield, 
flated Augast 19, I was advised via a photocopy of the oorres-
pondence, that you had received our nomination from Spring­
field and its review would be expedited. 

I am simply writing now to inform you that restoration 
work on the chapel is being done at the present tjine and it 
is our expectation to have this work completed by the middle 
of next year. We are anxious to have this important landmark 
of Swedish American Lutheranism preserved and maintained 
properly before the bl-centennial celebrations begin. We have 
already learned that the chapel will be a focal point for some 
historical commemorations in 1976. For this reason we are 
quite anxious that the Chapel be listed in the National Register 
as soon as possible. lour assistance in this process will be 
greatly appreciated* 

Sincerely, 

dFkX-A^ ^^^^ 
Albert D. Lestor, Secretary 
Jen̂ y Lind Chapel committee 
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feem«ef7. Jeeqr U 
eUatei CeMtttee V Ky 

feet •ffffee Bee i M ^ 
V tUiiHiie « m s 

Mr. les«crt • 

XlMwk ]Piii tet: jmm letter tefaiilet the eif ftitlee ef ito Jeeey Uhrf 
caMqMt te l ie farfeeel legtecer ef Meterte fli»Be> — 

tlia eewteetfee tiee teee gerleeal eer effice eei «e 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered ^ ^ ^ 

Name Location 

i 

Also Notified 

I. fliMVies I* ferey 
•MI* Mlft B*. HiieiitiiH, n t 
8MU Itai MUUNMMk 
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DATEJ 1 1 - 2 ^ - 7 6 
neisbi t t ^ NR Data Slie-et • 

NAME AS APPEARS lu FEDERAL REGISTER: Iind, Jenny, Chapel 

OTHER KMTS: swedlsh Luthoran Church C^^-f^ CX^^^C- ''jn? t̂ Ĵ M ^ 

L O C A T I O N : * ' ^ comer 6th and Oak Sts. 
STREET * NUMBER 

. ..TOWN CONGRtSaiONAL DISTRICT 

•^indover * ' • . VICINITYOF . n ine teen th an.i 
v/Anc 

S T v ^ , " MONTY c o d e 

^ I l l i n o i s ^ •^ehry ' 073 
OWNER OF PROPERTY; ( C i r c l e ) iXpp^TVATF: .CITATT: LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underiine) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAIIE) : 

NTS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDVffiST 

soorm-resT ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC KORTW-.-EST 

F E A T U R E S : I N T E R I O R E X T E R I O R EN ' / IF .OKS -

V ^ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 ^ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 . iCSubsta-n t ia l lv i n t a c t - 3 
iTunJcnown- 4 unknown .-5 _.unkncv.Ti -6 
— not a p p l i c a b l e - 7 _ not a p p l i c a b l e - 8 . . K c t a r p l i c a b l e - 9 

— I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs noc i n t a c c - 0 

C O N D I T I O N - —EXCELUNT _OETERIORATEO ^UNALTERED J^RIGINAL SITE 

^ ( ^ 0 0 0 _ R U m S ALTERED _ M O V E 0 

_fAm _UNEXP0SED _Recon.^tructed —Unkncvn 
_t'nexcavat'?'i —Excavated 

A C C E S S - Y e s - r e s t r i c t e d Y e s - u n r e s t r i c t e d So access Unk.iown 

his tor ic d i s t r i c t YES KO 

IIC 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO 
IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN KATIONAL HISTORIC LA2IDKARK? YES NO 
' I F YES, NA.ME: ~" 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; YES ^ Saved? YES 
J 

F U N C T I O N f S ) : (use "&c£bula ry words) 

• then- CHURCH 

now- CHURCH 

S I G N I F I C A N C E ; 

' ' ' ' ^ R C H E o i o o Y - P R t H i s T o n i c _i>NoscAi>E ARCHITECTURE J i^ fL iGiON <9 ^ - e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

_>RCMI010GY HISTORIC _C0NS£RVAT10N _ L A w / C k > V ' t / p o l l t i c S —SCIENCE h e a l t h 

_>ORicuiTURE . —ECONOMICS _uTERATuRE _ r e c r e a t i o n 

^ ^CHITCCIURE ~ y —EDUCATION _MILITARY _$OCtAlyHUMANITARIAN — S e t t l e m e n t 

_>RT _IN0IN£ER1NG _MUS1C _ 8 0 c i o / c u l t u r a l 

_C0MMERCE _ExpiORATioN —PHILOSOPHY ^ R A N S P o a t A T i O N U r b a n & commun 

—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —fOUTICS-COVERNMENT Ki_OTHER ISPECIfYl p l a n n i n g 

Claims 3Sa)m,,:i. 

_;RA 
yFoih 

.JNVENTION 

* ' f i r s t ' - YES NO **oldest'-'YES MO **only'-' YES NO 



A R C H I T E C T U R A L S T Y L E ! Greek Revival 

architec0n .bui Ider: 

landscape/garden designer: 

interior decorator: 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

engineer; 

artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor; 

N A M E S : 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal - (1) Lars Paul Esbjorn - f i r s t pastor of church (2) Jenny Lind 
gave money to help bu i l d the church 

events 

institutional 

D A T E S ; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS! 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E . -̂OMINATICN) 

OTHER 

PRIVATE STATE 

FEDERAL 'AGENCY: 

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

A C R E A G E , (to nearest tenth o f an acre) 

• F l̂F̂  • 
C O M M E N T S : (inirmie-arcmre-eturai information here) Br l ck , stuccoed; 1 s t o r ^ , ^ c t a n g u l a r , 

g a b l e d T^nnf^^^j^a^BitBigliiBWMIWglHi^^ .^^!!l.S3ya<m^!,*^i-ii]h1 e^dnnr 
entrance cornice, £<!slJf<-aLRdufotajitag^ wooden 
s i l l s and hoad^ro^simple interimrf^^reeR R e v i v a l . F i r s t 19th 5. Lutheran 
church 3cted by Swedish^mmigrant^r^^H-^fch€--{fdS-i 

SIGNIFICANCE .(maximum two sentences) 
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HENRY COUNTY. 

was but a small beginning. Tljey conducted it until 
1871, when it was removed to Andover under the 

•g- supervision of Mr . Lindell.for the .Synod. 
T The property now used in .Andover was purchased 

(h\ in 1871. It was purciiascd in the name of Rev. 
Swanson, and after his death conveyed by the courts 
to the institution. The buildi^itjs on the property 
weie sufncient for teniporary purposes. New build­
ings were added in 1S81. The new house has 12 
large rooms and acconimodates 62 children, its full 
capacity. 

The objects and the Christian works and charities 
of this ii~istitLiLiori ru.ike it Oiie ol the most admired 
institutions in the world. It is a honie for poor or­
phans, and we know of no place that comes nearer 
to supplying the poor unfortunate little ones for 
their loss of parents and their natural honie,-,. In 
religion they train thera according to the faith of the 
Lutheran Church, but yet more important, they give 
them a practical education, well grounded in the ru­
diments of learning and thoroughly tramed to work 
and prepare them to successfully enter upon the 
duties of lit'e. In this home they are kept until 18 
years of age, when they are supplied with good ward­
robes and an amount of moiiey to do for themselves, 
the house in every instance securing those who de­
sire it suitable places in iprivate families. To 
every one of its children it is always their home, and 
no parents watch more carefully after their own ilesh 
and blood than does the institution of its wards. 
Each year they hold a 4th-of-July reunion, and those 
who are too far away to attend in person write let­
ters, and thus the family of children know of the 
whereabouts and doings of their Home brothers and 
sisters. Thus the sacred relations of parent and 
child, brothers and sisters, ate continued through life, 
and at last these orphans are blest with loving par­
ents who never die. 

Mr . Lindeli, who came to .Aiidover with the Home, 
opened here with 17 children as inmates; and that he 

a successfully conducted it until the time of iiis death, 
v '̂" in December, 1S81, is fully evidenced by the fact 

^ that it increased in that time to 4, children. Mr. 
Lmdell and wife did all the work of teaching and 
superintending the Home during their incumbency. 

John S. Swensson succeeded Mr. Lindeli. He is 
^ now in charge, and there are 62 orphans cared for.in 
^ the -school. 

Children are received into the institution of tiie 
ages from 2 years to i 2 years. 

The main new building is a plain, but ver}' sub­
stantial structure, and comfortable; two stories; is 
38x42 feet and 22 feet high. The old building, 
to which the new is a front, is 50 x 18 feet, story-
and-a-half The new building cost $3,364. There 
is a cellar under the entire building and it is all 
heated by a furnace. The buildings were paid for 
by contributions from different congregations. Tlie 
Home is maintained by the farm of 2S0 acres be­
longing toit and from charitable contributions, espec­
ially from Sunday-schools of the different Lutheran 
Cliurches. 

The Orphans' Home was under the supervision of 
tiie Synod to 1876, and since that time the Illinois-
Conierence, Augustana Synod, has had the control. 

It probably should have been stated above that in 
case one of the Home children is uiiTortunate or af-
ilicted after leaving the institution, the doors are al­
ways open to him or her to return and partake of 
that substitute for a mother's love and care. 

We fear the people of Henry County are not gen­
erally aware of the e.xistence and holy work going on 
in their midst—of this sunshiny spot, where the ten­
der unfortunates are taken and they partake of that 
wholesome and real charity that certainly, to our 
mind, is a blessing to see and blessed to aid and en­
courage. 

The present directors of the Home are Rev. Er i 
Carlson, Rev. J. Vickstrand, R. T. Setterhahl, G. 
Johnson, S. A. Peterson, S. Hoogner and G. Beng-
ston. 

C H U R C H E S . 

The Swedish Laiheran Evangelical Church, of A n ­
dover, was organized March i8 , 1850, with ten com­
municant members. Rev. Lars P. Esbjorn was tiie 
first Pastor, remaining in the active work until 1S56. 
Under his care the first church buildin''g was com­
menced, in 185 I, and coinpleted and dedicated in 
1S54. For one year after Esbjorn left, the Church 
was not regularly supplied. Rev. B. J . P. Burg-, 
endler was then stationed here. In 1858, Jonas 
Swenson, the father of John S. Swenson, at. present, 
in charge of the Orphans' Home, was ordained in 
Swedona and took charge of the Church. ' This 
Church and the one at Moline and New Sweden re­
ceived $1,500 donation from the celebrated singer ^\ 
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JIENR Y CO UNT Y. 

Jcnn j^L ind . Mr . Swenson Remained in cliarge of 
the Church to the time of liis deatii, in December, 
1873. Tiie vacancy tluii. caused was supplied by 
transients until .April 20, 1875, when Rev. Eri Carl­
son, the present minister, look charge. 

The present new church was completed and dedi­
cated in August, 1074. It had been commenced in 
1867. The total cost was .^41,000. It is supplied 
with an org.m costing $3,000. The Church trustees 
are Jonas W. Larson, I'eter Esterling, S. P. Johnson, 
Gustav Benkston, Ostoff Stephenson. 

The number of present communicants is 950, and 
the whole niei"n.^cisiiip is 1.535* 

Siveiiish Melhodisi Ej'iscoj^al Church prob.ibly owes 
its existence to Jonas Iledstrom, udio caiiie here in 
1850 and at once took up the su'nject. He called a 
meeting in the house of Mrs. Lobecks and incited 
the few friends to enter upon tb.e good work. 

In 1S54, a little chui;cli v.-as buiit, at a cost of 
$536. This chuicii eventually v/as too small for the 
growing congregation, and in 1S63 tiie present ciiurch 
edifice wa.s erected, at :i cost of $3,200. During tiie 
past ten years, several members liave removed to 
the West. Present membersiiip, 140. Sunday-school, 
75. The'following Pastors, in the oiderof iiieir suc­
cession, have been in charge: Jonas Hedstrom, 
"Victor Witting, Peter Newburg, .A. J. .Vnderson, .An­
drew Ericson, Albert Plricson, L . Lindquist, Joiin 
Wigreen, O. Gunderson, James Iverson, H . Olson, 
J . H . Ekstrand, .Alfred Anderson, and the present 
Pastor, Rev. John Bendi.x. 

AlN J.\ Avv AlN •j.'Ovv N S i a l F . 
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Tt̂ ^ r f 3 H.AT is now .Annawan Township presented 
• • ' l i ^ '̂ o inviting grove lo tempt a settlement of 

F ^ F F . cither tlie earliest lone pioneer, or the ad-
'"•;> vance agent of the different colonies that 

were organized ni the old Stales, and hence 
it was onlv when tiie railroad became a fi.\ed 

fact ihatinimigrants beg.m to turn their attention to 
this part; of tiie county. 

I. G. Heaps, the present Supervisor of the town­
ship, came to the county in 1S4S. He is a native of 
PennsyU'ania. He has been a respected and valued 
citizen; was among the first to commence the breed-

if 
3 

F\ 
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ing of Short-horn catile and Norman and Clydesdale 
horses. He was in the late war, in Co. I, 27th 111. 
Vol. Inf, was twice wounded in battle, and v;a3 for 
some time a prisoner in .Andersonville. 

The real settlement commenced in 1853 and con­
tinued in an uninterrupted stream until Aiinav,-an 
became one of the populous townships of tiirifty 
fanners. Of those who came in 1853 and early in 
1854, we note \Villiain M . IvIcDermond, John Troyer, 
Joshua Matthews and his son Tliomas, Charles 
Tinker, D.miel Blinn, Silas Morton, J . C. V>'obb, 
John Burns, Daniel Morton, Isaac Croft, r>Ir. Ding-
p'lTn and his sons Josepii and William, Charles Dun­
ham, G. W. King, James Carroll, Thomas Piper, 
Jolin McNeeley, William B. Heaps, Henry Patterson, 
Joseph Frock, Isaac ShcUenbergcr, "o ld man" Ben­
son, Fred Benson, Williain Benson, Mr. McCaniiey, 
\Villiam Hodges, John Hags, Mr. Hunt and his son 
Lewis. 

Solomon Minard came in i860, George McChes­
ney in 1354, Joim McNeeley in 1S52, Erastus Kei ly 
in 1856, H . F. Humphrey in 1S56, Stephen Mcon ia 
1853, C. V . Iloldridge the same year, Wiilia.n 
Ha.xby, 1855; William Gochenoucr, 1S56; Sr.nii^ei 
Pettit, 1853; G. H . }iIumford, 1856. Daniel Mor­
ton,' one of tlie earliest settlers in Annawan, and 
Charles Dunham, another one, reside in Geneseo. 

Jolin C. Ward returned t̂  Bergen, N . Y . , and 
died in 1S6S. His -widow ' living in Galesburg. 
Philo S. Ward's grandfathe. married Rufus t lub-
bard's mother. ... .• 

Anna-wan Vil lage. -:• . 

"^i. T'?^ NNA\A'.AN village was platted and ccdi- r •-> 
caieu lu lown purposes uy Cuaiics .-i-L-cai- j- -

^ ^ ' M '"' °^ •^ '̂̂ '̂"S- '.f"l̂ is action was taken 
j as soon as it could be ascertained that tlie 

\ Ciiicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad 
) would want a depot at or near this point:on­

the rojd, then being constructed. The rapid settle-^ 
ment of the surrounding country indicated this a i ' 
one of the natural imjxjrtant shipping jwints 'on the 
road. ( ' " ' 

Tlie earliest settlers in the new town were Joseph : ,• 
L . , T. T. and Silas Morton, Almon Baker, Absalom c ' ' 
Blinn and Joseph Dingman. The two last named ^ * 
were probably tiie first to take up their abode in the ^ 
village boundaries. Solomon Minor lived just north 
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