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CONDITION

(Check One)
[C] Excellent [[] Good { Fair K} Deteriorated [] Ruins X1 Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present building is a brick structure, two (2) stories in height.
There has been some of the partitions removed and the building present-
ly is one open space on the first floor. The second story is partition-
ed into three (3) small rooms with a bathroom, it was formerly an apart-
ment unit for the druggist.

The building has evidence of alteration from the original as two windows
on the lower front have been widened and modernized, also a door on the
west side of the building has been bricked in. There has been an addi-
tion to the north and rear of building for expansion of the drug store
and a barber shop.

The building is structurally sound, with the exception that a load bear-
ing partition was removed from the first floor causing the second floor
to sag.

The original building - from a historical picture - shows the present
second story windows as being original. The present exterior of the
building is in fair condition, but the original brick has been painted
over with a beige latex paint. The interior is deteriorating. The
plastered walls are crumbling from a lack of heat in the building. The
building has original tin design ceilings in both levels of the struc-
ture. The original dentil cornice on the exterior is still in good con-
dition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cattle Bank Building is of historical significance because long
before the Railroad came through this area, large herds of cattle
were raised on the prairies in the area and the growers marketed
these by taking them overland to Indianapolis, Indiana, or Chicago,
Illinois. The coming of the Railroad promised an end to the cattle
drives with quick easy shipment to Chicago, and accompanying banking
and loan business.

The Cattle Bank was a branch facility of the first bank in Urbana,

Illinois (Grand Prairie Bank), to provide facilities for the cattle-
men in this area. It is the oldest remaining business building in

the City of Champaign, Illinois.

For more information, see attachment #1.
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ATTACHMENT #1, CATTLE BANK, CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS

THE CATTLE BANK BUILDING AT 102 NORTH FIRST STREET
in West Urbana is the small, two story brick building, now 102 East
University Avenue in Champaign. Hundreds of motorists and pedes-
trians pass it daily without realizing that it is the oldest remaining

business building in Champaign. The picture and the diagram need
explanation.

The Ilinois Central Railroad laid out a “Railroad Addition to
Urbana,” which was certified June S, 1853. A small depot was built,
two miles northwest of the Urbana Court House, and the first train
reached West Urbana on July 24, 1854. The Railroad chose this site
and routing, to take advantage of the gap in Yankee Ridge southwest
of Urbana, and to avoid bridging the Embarrass River. No pioneer
community in Illinois ever grew faster than West Urbana, and while
the Railroad Addition was mainly west of the tracks, the area along
First Street and what was then East Main (now University) was in the
center of activity. Within two years and by 1856, many buildings had
been constructed.

The diagram of streets and buildings which we show is taken
from a rare map of Urbana and West Urbana, drawn by Charles
Bowman and engraved by Charles Shoben Engraving and Printing of
Chicago. It is undated but must have been made in 1858 or 1859. The
picture of the Cattle Bank appears on the same map, owned by the

Archives Room of the Urbana Free Library, and supervised by Mrs.
Nelle Carpenter.

There are three Main Streets shown, Main Street as it today, and
West Main and East Main, east and west of the Railroad, ("named
University Avenue, late in the 1860s when the Illinois Industrial Uni-
versity was located on the corner of Wright and University.”) The
Coffee pot building is the Doane House, the combined hotel and I1.C.
Station. It burned in 1898. The flag building is the U.S. Post Office,
which may never have been there as some say it was east of the tracks.
The I.C. Freight House stood where the present station stands, a livery
barn was just east of the tracks, (it burned) the famous Goose Pond
Church (where the first meeting to attempt to bring the University to
this community was held) stood where the present Commercial Bank
stands, and the Cattle Bank was on the northeast corner of East Main
and First, with its main doors on First Street.

A natural question is, “Why the Cattle Bank?" Long before the
Railroad came through, large herds of cattle were raised on the
prairies in the area and the growers marketed these by taking them
overland to Indianapolis or Chicago. The coming of the Railroad
promised an end to the cattle drives with quick easy shipment to Chi-
cago, and accompanying banking and loan business.

The first bank in Urbana and in Champaign County was ‘“The
Grand Prairie Bank,” established in 1856 managed by Chalmers M.
Sherfy, and the same year, a branch was opened in West Urbana,
named ““The Cattle Bank.” It was incorporated December S, 1856
with Edward Ater, President, C.M. Sherfy, Cashier, and directors,
W.H. Coler, T.S. Hubbard and J.D. Wilson. Its capital stock was
listed at $100,000 with 40,000 shares at $25 each. Coler and Hubbard
each held 20,000 shares. The bank apparently prospered for five years,
then closed along with Grand Prairie, when a large investment in Mis-
souri State bonds failed. They never reopened.

Tracing the owners and occupants of the bank property through
the years proved to be difficult. The best sources proved to be the ab-
stract and the city directories, of which the early ones were infrequent.
The lot on which the bank was built was from a land grant made to
Mathew W. Busey, entered on May 17, 1837. His widow sold the lot to
W.H. Gessie and Chalmers Sherfy on March 3, 1854 and Gessie later
sold his share to Sherfy, who was the Cashier of the Cattle Bank. The
Bank had the title from 1856 to 1861 when the Bank closed.

Owners changed rapidly the next four years. Benjamin F. Harris
bought it from the defunct bank in 1861, sold it to William J. Erman-

trout in 1863, who sold it to William R. Earhart and Simeon Busey in
1864.

In 1865 Nicholas Miller, a large property owner in Champaign,
bought the building and site and the title stayed in his family until
1921. Miller died intestate in 1881, but his widow, Sophia, named
Executrix, looked after it until her death in 1919. She failed to com-
plete her report as Executrix before her death, and there ensued a
rather famous suit to quiet title, which was settled by Judge Franklin
H. Boggs on January 29, 1921.

The last official mention of the old Cattle Bank appeared in this
suit when “the Bank, its officers and stockholders, or their descen-
dents, its known and unknown creditors, successors, or assigns’ were
summoned by the court to defend their claims, if any.

After the court decision, James P. McGraw promptly bought the
property on February 25, 1921. McGraw died in 1926, but his widow,
Helen, owned the property until 1935 when she sold it to Henry and
Anna Wilson. Edward F. Chapin bought it from the Wilsons in 1938,
and after his death on December 9, 1963, the property became a part
of his estate held in trust by the Champaign National Bank.

It is interesting that only three of the owners of the building —
the Cattle Bank from 1856 to 1861, Nicholas Miller and his estate
from 1865 to 1921, and the McGraw’s from 1921 to 1935 ever oc-
cupied it for business use:

There is no record of business use from 1861 to 1865 after bank’s
closing. Nicholas Miller manufactured “mineral water etc.” in the
building from 1865 until some time in the 1870’s when Edward Henry
and Henry C. Kariher leased it as “Dealers in Drugs and Groceries.”
From 1878 until 1893, the firm prospered, added “‘provisions, queens-
ware and glass, and wholesale groceries,” but in 1893 dissolved with
Mr. Henry moving across street and Mr. Kariher to 55-57 North Neil
(Kariher Building at Church and Neil).

From 1893 to 1936, the McGraw family operated a grocery store
in the property as Michael McGraw and F.E. O’Neil, 1893-1906 (also
expanding into 104 East University) as Michael McGraw, 1906-1908
(at 102 only), as McGraw Brothers, 1908-1926 (also in 104 North First)
and as McGraw’s (Mrs. Helen K. McGraw) 1926-1935.

In 1936, William Keusink leased it to operate a drug store con-
tinuing until 1951. From 1951 to 1971, Lester G. Heimlicher leased it
for a drug and sundry business.

On January 14, 1971, the interior of the store was seriously
damaged by fire, and it was not repaired or re-opened. Since the fire,
the first floor, the windows and doors have been boarded up to pre-
vent vandalism.

West Urbana as a village became Champaign on May 2, 1860,
and by that time, growth had so accelerated along Main and Neil
Streets, that it was clear that the center of activity had shifted, never
to return. But the little Cattle Bank building has stood there, serving
many purposes and activities. Its first floor doors and windows have
been changed, but the second floor, the window ornamentation, and

the roof and dentil cornice are just as they were in 1856, when the
building was built.

THE CATTLE BANK is 28th in our series of yearly Christmas
prints. It seemed an appropriate subject in 1973 with the renewed
statewide interest in the preservation of landmarks. We believe that
this is probably the first reasonably complete record of the use of this
building, and may be of interest to those considering such matters.

Christmas, 1973
Urbana, Illinois

FRED AND BETTY TURNER
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