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Form 10-300 
('Rev. 6-72) 

COMMON: 

DATA SHEET 
UNITE-D STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SI;RVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF H·ISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

Red Covered Bridge 
ANOIOR HISTORIC:· 

IllinOis 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

tJ District 0 Building 

0 Site IXJ Structure 

0 Object 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

QWNERSHIP· 

Public Acquisition: 

·o In Process 

0 a·eing Consi'dered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Scientific 

artment of Tran tat ion 

of Tran ortation ~ Dis 

. Illinois 
COUNTY:_ 

0 Preservation w 

in progress 

't(J Transport.ation 

' ~ Other (Spe~ty)' 
Bridge 'on 
public road. 

Illinois 

0 No 

0 Comments 

n 
0 
c 
z 
< 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

0 Altered 

IXJ Goad 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

IXJ Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

The Red Covered Bridge consists of one main span of 95 feet and two 
approaches of 36 and 18 feet constructed on masonry piers. The vertical 
clearance is 12 feet; the horizontal clearance is 15 feet 6 inches. 
The main span is comprised of ten Howe truss panels covered by wooden 
plank siding. 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T ATE 

Illinois 
COUN TY 

Bureau 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

4PR 2 311975 
(Number all entries) 

Description - continued 

The Red Covered Bridge is a good example of early bridge 
construction in northern Illinois. The covered span is 96 
feet, has a 15' 6" roadway and a 12' vertical clearance, and 
is a timber Howe truss. The main beams in the truss consist~ 
of two beams made up of four 6"xl2" timbers with 6"x6" dia­
gonal bracing . The floor beams are 3"xl2" planks standing op. 
edge. Rough hewn 3"xl2" longitudinal planking constitute th~ 
riding surface. The bearing is on two stonepiers, 5 feet 
wide at the bottom and 3 feet wide at the top, resting on 
concrete footings. The northern approach is a 36' uncovered 
span. It has seven 15" I-beam stringers with a planked 
flooring. The south approach is 18 feet long on five 10" 
I-beams on 30" centers with the outside members being 10" 
channels. This span also has a plank decking. Both approaa~ 
spans, but not the main span, have 30" tread plates for sing~e 
lane traffic. · 

The structure's condition is good considering its age. In 
1967 the Illinois Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways, expended $710 in the repair of the structure cause~ 
by a farmer's dump truck hoist accidentally raising. The 
impact tore out the entire front of the south portal, 
damaged three horizontal tension rods of the Howe truss, and 
caused damage to cross bracing a distance of ten feet into 
the bridge. Sixty-year old white pine trees planted by 
former Governor Lowden were logged and sawed at the Sinni­
ssippi Forest at Oregon, Illinois for replacement material. 
The original Eastern White Pine is thought to have come frorn 
Wisconsin. 

Although approximately $3000 was expended over the interven­
ing years for minor maintenance, more extensive repairs have 
also been necessary. In 1965, the Department expended $5,739 
for repair of the piers and in 1973, invested $19,600 in the 
replacement of the roof and planking . At this time, the 
original longitudinal planking was replaced by diagonal placed 
planking of Southern Yellow Pine. In 1974, rip rap was placed 
on the northeast bank where damage had occurred during the 
1973 flood and a weir type dam of sheet piling and quarry 
run rock was placed approximately 100 feet downstream to 
limit erosive action near the piers. This latter work cost 
$92,780. 

By W. L. Kevern 
District Planning Engineer 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric ~ Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

rn Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

TATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
Kl 

0 18th Century 

KJ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/ Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/Human -

itarion 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Plann ing 

0 Other (Specify) 

The Red Covered Bridge is the only covered bridge in this area and 
is a good example of early bridge construction in northern Illinois. 
The bridge was constructed by Bureau County in 1863 at a cost of 
$3,148.57. ($1,000 was paid by Bureau County, $600.00 by Dover 
Township, and $1,548.57 by public subscription.) A sign on each 
end advises everyone of the rules governing use of the facility. 
"Five dollars fine for driving more than 12 horses, mules, or 
cattle at any time or for leading any beast faster than a walk 
on or across this bridge." 



STATE : 

STATE : 

STATE : 

NAME AND TITLE : 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

*"Valuated according to the c-iteria and procewres set 

forth by the National Piuk SerVlce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State Local ~ 

Conservation - State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

Date July 15, 1974 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

gJ} ~ 

)I, - </ 5 'l7 7 f'6 
I I 

J 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeolo~y and Historic Preservation 

Date ?/'If·~~-
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Tllinni~ 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM "Rnrf>::JH 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

n b 1CI"7 C:: 
(Number all entries) At"K OV ' -

Map Coordinates 

U.T.M. 
8~0 

16-292,]8'{) E 
16-4' 58 7 ,,.8-80 N 

'7,/1 

GPO 921-724 



l'LEASE RETU RN THIS 
NAHE OF PROPERTY 

ITTED. DATE: 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination for1n is be{ng returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. Classification. 

__ 4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

7. V~;!:~~*~:te=-' 
... 

8. 

--9. Bibliography. 

--l.-10. Geographical Da ta. 
a. Longitude and L~ titude

1 
CSioE9j-nates. Lon ::;i tude (or La titud e) appear s 

....t.£....b~ o ff hy ab out ,'2 () 7 . Pl ease che c 1
; . 

b. . Acre<1 ge. 

__ 11. 

-A-12. 

---

Photographic Coverage. 

Other. 

Clarifica tion or correction of the abov e items must be made prior to the initiat ion 
of our professiona l review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
ncccssat· ily insure tltat the nomination -v;ill then sa tisfy the l\a ti onal Re gi s ter 
criteria in full. 





RED COVERED BRIDGE 

Form No . 10-301 a 
(7/72) 
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UNITED STATES DEP ARTMENT OF THE INTER IO R 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REG ISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries -attach to or enclose with photograph) 

Looking northerly. 

S TATE 

Illinois 
COU NT Y 

Bureau 

INT: 154-72 

t'ROPEaTY OF THE NATiONAl REGISTE 

•• 



Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

1. NAME 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE iNTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

· ttAl'IONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries -attach to or enclose with map) 

COMMON ANDI OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (A .. Igned by NPS) 

Red Covered Bridge 
APR 2 3 197 

2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY TOWN 

Illinois Bureau Princeton 
STREET AND NUMBER 

l/25 mi N of I-80 and .5 mi W of IL 26 on Old Dad Joe Trail 
(TR 246) at Bureau Creek near Princeton 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE DATE SCALE 

Princeton North Quad 1966 1:24000 

REQUIREMEN"!:S: PRQE£R.I't: BOUNDARIES . WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARROW < 

GPO 932.010 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

400 SOUTH SPRING ST. 

SPRINGFIELD 62706 

CH ICAGO OFFICE-1227 S . MICHIGAN AVE. 00605 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 

February 21, 1975 

National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed is the revised form for the Red 
Covered Bridge. The changes requested on the sheet 
have been made. We have also refigured the locational 
coordinates to correspond with the new U.T.M. system. 
The U.T.M., by the way, is much easier to use than the 
old latitude and longitude system. Our locational 
information should be much more accurate from now on. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this 
nomination. 

Enclosure 
WGF/kpg 

Sincerely, 

B~~ 
WILLIAM G. FARRAR 
Director 
Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey 
P. 0. Box 986 
Carbondale, Illinois 62901 

Recycled Paper 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE I LL!.!OIS 

Date Ente red ~!!~ 2 3 1975 

Name Location 

Chica.so Avenue t~ater Tower nd 
l:'>uta:ping StaU.on 

~ed Bri dgo 

H 
Also Notified on. Charles H. Perc·r-------~~~ 

lion. Adlai E. St evenson, III 
Hon. Cardias Coll ins 
Hon. Robert u. Hichal 

Regional Director, Midwest Region 

Cook County 

Princeton vicini ty 
auranu County 

Stat Histori a Preservation Offiaer 
Hr . Anthony Dean 
Dir ctor, Departln.Gnt of Conservation 
602 Stat o Of f ice DuildinG 
400 South Spring ~ t. 
Springfi el d, Ill inoi s 62706 

l PR MMOTT: pl 4/25/75 



f'NR Data 
Oll'l'E: 1/• 19' =N 

Reviewer INITIALS: N6.fSlrT 
OOE 4/23/75 

• 

NR 

NAME_As !'r APPEARS m H:DERAL P.EGIS.TER: Red Covered Bridge 

OT!IER NJIJ-'ES: 

LOCATION: 2 mi. N of Princeton off IL 26 on Old Dad Joe Trail 
SlR(ET" PlUMBER 

CITY. T(IWN CONGRES~ IUNAL DISTRICT 

c~! 4JH-~Jio ~J!" VICINITY OF 

STAT£ 

Illinois Princeton :Bureau tJI/ 

OWI\'ER OF PROPERTY; (Circle) PP.IVliTE ~ LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL 

FEDEP.AL (AGENCY t!Al\E) : 

COUNTY OTHER 

AD!-IINISTRATOR( under line) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MimiEST 

SOUTffi·IEST ROCKY l·~OUNTAI!'l ~lEST PACIFIC NORTffi'iEST 

FEATURES: XTEP.!O?. _ .J_NTEFICR 
~ubstantially intact-1 

_ unkno•m- 4 
•· star.t:ally intact-2 

u:-.kr.o.,.m .-5 

yw'rr..o~:s -
.:SUbstu.ntiallv intact-3 
-· unkncvm -6 

_ not applicable - 7 =not applica:::: le - 8 __ ~:ct arpli c=.l::le-9 

-Interior, exterior, cn7ir~ns not intact-0 

CONDITiON- _EXCELLENT 

~OOD 
_FAIR 

ACCE'SS-
Yes-restricted 

historic district? 

_llETERIORATEO 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

-l'nexca•;a t~n 

YES NO -
WITHIN NATIO:lAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 

IF YES , NAP£ : 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LMiD!-'JI.R.'<? 

ADAPTIVE USE; YES 

IF YES, NA."!E: 

NO -
FUN C T I 0 .N ( S): ( u.s10 "bcabulary "''ords) 

then- @,{2.tp (dt:: 

now-

SIGNIFICANCE: 

YES 

Saved? 

~ALTERED 
-AlTERED 

_ll.econstructed 
_Excavated 

YES J;i,O 

YES 

_ARCHWLUl.OV -PREHISTORIC 

-.ARCHEOlOGY -HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_lAIIDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-lAW/Gov 1 t/politics _SCIENCE 
-AGRICULTURE 

_ARCHiiECTURE 

-ART 

-COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

_ECONOMICS 

_[OUCA>ION 

~NGINEERINC 
__ EXPLORATION 

_lNOlJ~TR't' 

_INVENTION 

-LITERATURE 

_MClll't,AY 

_MUSIC 

-~HILOSOPHY 

-~OLI11CS,GOV£R'<M€NT 

-SOCIAUiiU~'IINITARIAN 

~ANSP~A-TA TION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYl 

ciO 

J(PRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED 

_Unkr.c"'-n 

. _entertainment 
_health 
_recreation 
_settlement 
_socio/cultural 
_urbnn & comr.um 

planning 

t•r· t" IrS - YES NO ~toldcst~ YES NO \toniy~ YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! 

architccVm .builder: 

landscap('fgardcn designer: 

interior decorator: 

ETI-INIC GROUP: 

(label role 
& 

appropriate date) 

personal 

events 

institutional 

engineer: 

artist/.·w tisan: 

bui lde1/contractor: 

DATES: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 

DATE(S) OF "HAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFIC&~T DATE(S): 

SOURCE! (OF ::.<OMINATION) <'R..vATE STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL 

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY: 

ACREAGE: (to neare~t tenth of an acre) 1( Q_ 

, 

• 

COUN'I'Y 

CO.:\ll\IENT S: (include architectural information here) Frame , vert i cal s iding , wooden Howe 
t russ of 95 1 singl e span, 15 1 611 wi de , masonr y piers , only covered bridge in,. 
t his a r ea of Illino i s still in use . 

S IGNIFICANCE:<maximum two sentences> 


