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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE —

CONDITION

The Mound City Civil War historic district is. composed of a

27 acre site along the Ohio River in Mound City, Illinois. Two major
sites within this area, lying at opposite ends of the district, are

the focal points of the historical importance of the district. The

2 major sites are: (present condition) the Mound City Naval Hospital
and the Mound City Marine Ways. The Mound City Naval Hospital is an
I-shaped building made of red brick measuring 133' x 75' with a smaller
section measuring 25)2' x 95/2'. It is a 3 story building in deteriorated|
condition, Since the end of the Civil War, it has been used as a hotel,
warehouse, furniture factory, and lastly, the Ladogo Canning Factory.
The building is now abandoned.

(original condition) The building waes erected in the late 1850's
by the Emporium City Stock Company for-a cost of $80,000. It is 3
stories high of red brick and rather plain industrial design. The
major concession to a decorative motif was that of the fancy wooden
doors. The inside of the building was subdivided although some
small rooms that appear to have been constructed mainly as a home for
some type of manufacturing operation. During the Civil War it was
turned over to the Army and converted for use as a military hospital.

336

The Mound City Marine Ways (present condition). The Mound City
Marine Ways is presently an abandoned barge repair operation which
occupies that site of the original Marine Ways. As far as is known,
nothing of the original VWays remain.

The original appcarance of Marine Ways. During the Civil War,
the Mound City Marine Ways was the site of a massive naval con-
struction and repair depot. Saw mills, machine shops, carpenter
shops, blacksmith shops, various barracks and stores occupied the
area hetween the naval hospital end the Mound City Marine Vays.

The Ways themselves were little more than earthen ramps covered

with wood rails upon which gun boats could be brought to and from

the water for construction or repair. These wooden rails presuuably
no longer exist. Nothing remains of the other building once occupying
the district and as such, the hospital and Marine Ways are divided

by open land. The city government plans to begin a preservation

and restoration program with the ultimate goal of reconstructing

a model of an Eads Ironclad and some of the bulldlngs and shops

which once existed on the site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mound City Naval Hospital and Marine Ways complex played an
important role in the western theater of the Civil War. It was at the
Mound City lMarine Ways that 3 of the famous Eads Ironclads were constructed
This flotilla of ironclads was an important factor in the opening of the
Mississippi to Union control. The support buildings and related operations
were some of the most extensive in the Union arsenal. The Mound City
Naval Hospital was established soon after the war began in 1861. The
hospital was staffed by Roman Catholic nuns of the Order of the Holy Cross
from South Bend, Indiana. They served as nurses and as members of the
staff of the hospital in Mound City and a smaller one in Cairo. The
first patients of the hospital were from the battle of Bellmont in
November, 1861. Over 2,000 patients were brought to the hospital after
the heavy fighting at Shiloh,

The hospital operated until the end of the war when ownership
reverted back to the Emporium Real Estate and Manufacturing Company.
The hospital was well-run and quite large in terms of others of its type.
One of the tragic consequences of the hospital's operations was the
establishment of a cemetery on the west edge of the city which was
later designated a national cemetery. A total of 4,808 confederate
and union dead are interred within the cemetery. Most of these men died
of their wounds at the hospital.

The Mound City complex is definitely worthy of nomination to the
Natioral Register because it represents the site of one of the largest
naval bases operated cduring the Civil War. Its importance to the western
theater of operations was unquestionably great. The hospital was extremely
important and is one of the few remaining Civil War hospitals in the U.S.

Many of the patients brought to the hospital were transported aboard
the Red Rover, the first U.S. hospital ship., The ~onstruction of the Eads
Ironclads represents a sreat achievement' in naval engineering by a man
whose later accomplishments such as the Eads Bridge is internationally
recognized as great engineering works. It was due to the unique design
of these boats that they were able to win control of the Mississippi
River for the Union cause.
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Statement of Significance - continued

Although the only major surface remains of the site is the hospital,
archeologicel investigation of the area between the Marine Ways and the
hospital should yield much information about the other structures that
existed during the Civil War. Recognition of this district could prove
to be the first step in intensive and comprehensive reconstruction and
restoration efforts.
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RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS ASKED BY THE NATIONAL REGISTER

REGISTRATION TEAM FOR

THE MOUND CITY HISTORIC DISTRICT

4,

No Federal property is enclosed in the district except

for the dike, or levee, which runs thru the center of it.

This is, of course, maintained by the Army Corps of Engineers|.

7. The major structures within the district are the hospital

and the Marine Ways.
exist,

No other Civil War era buildings

Parts of the site could be excavated archeologically,

but the construction of a levee after the war and subsequent

fill operations have compromised much of the area.

The saw

mills and machine shops were demolished by fire in November,

1879.

You will find enclosed several letters stating

Most of them were erected between 1861 and 1864.

the proposed plans now under discussion for restoration

of the site.

10.
of the form.
12. Additional photos

are included with the form.
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CONDITION

(Check One)
[[] Excellent [] Good (] Fair X1 Deteriorated (] Ruins [C] Unexposed

{Check One) {Check One)
X Altered ] Unaltered [ Moved q(original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mound City Naval Hospital is a L-shaped building made of -
red brick measuring 133' x 75' with a smaller section measur-
ing 25%' x 95%'. It is a 3-story building in deteriorated
condition. Since the end of the Civil War it has been

used as a hotel, warehouse, furniture factory, and lastly,
the Ladogo Canning Factory. The building is now abandoned.

{griginal condition) The building was erected in the late
50
It is 3 stories high of red brick and rather plain industrial
design. The major concession to a decorative motif was that
of the fancy wooden doors. The inside of the building was
subdivided although some small rooms that appear to have been
constructed mainly for some type of manufacturing operation.

During the Civil War it was turned over to the Army and converted for

use as a military hospital.
Originally:

As it appears in sketches it looks impressive. There were,
according to Franklin's account, balconies on which the

patients could exercise, sewage system from the building, ider
tification of rooms written over doors. There were 25 wards.
According to Chaplain Collins in a letter to the Editor of the
Journal from Mound City, October 14, 1861, the building cost
the Emporium City Stock Company $80,000 to build. The interigd
might be fairly accurately visualized by means of Dr. Franklin
reports.

~R
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s by the Emporium City Stock Company for a cost of $80,000.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mound City Naval Hospital played an important role in the
western theater of the Civil War. It was at the Mound City
Marine Ways that 3 of the famous Eads Ironclads were constructled.
This flotilla of ironclads was an important factor in the
opening of the Mississippi to Union control. The support
buildings and related operations were some of the most exten-
sive in the Union arsenal. The Mound City Naval Hospital was
establis ,soon after the war began in 1861. The Naval hL
Hospital*was staffed by Roman Catholic nuns of the Order of t
Holy Cross from South Bend, Indiana. They served as nurses and as
members of the staff of the hospital in Mound City and a smaller
one in Cairo. The first patients of the hospital were from
the battle of Bellmont in November, 1861. Over 2,000 patients
were brought to the hospital after the heavy fighting at Shiloh.
It was named St. Edwards Hospital at the time.

INSTRUCTIONS

The hospital operated until the end of the war when ownership
reverted back to the Emporium Real Estate and Manufacturing
Company. The hospital was well-run and quite large in terms off
others of its type. One of the tragic consequences of the
hospital's operations was the establishment of a cemetery on
the west edge of the city which was later designated a nationall
cemetery. A total of 4,808 confederate and union dead are
interred within the cemetery. Most of these men died of
their wounds at the hospital.

SEE

Many of the patients brought to the hospital were transported
aboard the Red Rover, the first U.S. hospital ship.

The Mound City Hospital is definitely worthy of nomination to
the National Register because it represents the site of one

of the largest naval bases operated during the Civil War. Its
importance to the western theater of operations was ung i
ably great. The hospital was extremely important an
of the few remaining Civil War hospitals in the U.S

=\ NATIONAL
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ADLAI E. STEVENSON 111
ILLINOIS

Wlnifed Dlates Denatle

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

September 6, 1972

Dr, Ernest A. Connally, Director

Office of Archeology and
Historic Preservation

National Park Service

Interior Building

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Connally:

I have been in touch with James W. Crain, Chairman
of the Historical Steering Committee of Mound City,
Illinois, regarding the Committee's ambitious investi-
gation of the various historical aspects of that city.
This is a fascinating project, touching both the Indian
origins and Civil War activities of this beautiful
Southern Illinois city at the confluence of the
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers.

I understand that Director Henry N. Barkhausen
of the Illinois Department of Conservation plans to
visit Mound City to determine whether to nominate
the area as an historic site. I am certain he will
recommend Mound City to you, and I wish to add my
support.. Mound City is rich in history and well
deserves to be listed in the National Register of
Historic Places.

If I can be of any assistance to you in the
processing of the Mound City Historical Steering
Committee's application, do not hesitate to call.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

bt b
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Birector
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June 29, 1973

Ronald H. Walker
Director

Los (2)) w/incoming
FNP:CRBraxton: crb: 6-29-73
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* HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S.
“ ' WASHINGTON, D. C.

Mr. Ronald H. Walker, Director
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached communication is sub-
mitted for your consideration, and to ask
that the request made therein be complied
with, if possible.

If you will advise me of your action in
this matter and have the letter returned to
me with your reply, I will appreciate it.

REF: Mound City

Very truly yours,




July 3, 1973

Vlnifed Hiafes DHenafle
__Honorable Frederic M, Winkler

Mayor
City of Mound City
Mound City, Illinois 62963

Respectfully referred to:

National Park Service
Department of Interbr

re: National Register of Historic Places

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the

enclosure, will be appreciated by

Charles H, Percy/mm

~ UsB¢S.

please reply to M, Melrose — —

4321 Dirksen Bldg. Wasington, D. C. 20510 /
R’
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ALPERMEN - WJALR e B JAMES L. ATHERTON
\(.vl 1’.:- S:]—()_\jﬁ_““rd 1 cityY TREASYURD *

O5CAR EL'WARDS~Ward 1 =1 o
City of Mound City

DONNIE CALVIN—WVaru. 2 CITY CLERK
ERNEST FLOYD—Ward 3 FREDERIC M. WINKLER, Mayor

CLEVELAND FORBES, Jr.—Ward 3 " Phone: A/C 618 748.9327

MoUND CITY, ILLINOIS 62963

———

June 22, 1973

Honorable Kenneth J. Gray M.C.
House Office Bullding
Washington, D, C.

Dear Congressman Grayt

To post you further on the Mound City Histerie District Project,
we enclese letter of confirmation of the status of the program to-date,

Your continued influence and help in achieving national record
recognition is urgently solicited,

This poal is of vital importance to the social, moral and economlc
developnent of our commmity and we Zeel a must in the preservation and
dramatization of our state and national heritage of the Civil War Era,

Sincsrely,
Fre. Llre.

__Frederic M., Winkler
_Mayor

FMisle

elnc,

“Seat of Civil War History In Hlinois”



» STATE OF ILLINCIS

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
605 STATE OFFICE RUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.
SPRINGFIELD 62706

CHICAGO OFFICE—1227 5. MICHIGAN AVE, 80805

June 21, 1973

&

Mr. Fred Winkler, Mayor . ’
Mound City, Illinois

Dear Mayor Winkler:

Boyd Butler called me yesterday and requested that
I write you a letter indicating that the Illinois His-
toric Sites Advisory Council has taken action on the
nomination to the National Register of the Mound City
Historic District. At our meeting in Springfield on
Friday, June 15%, the Council voted to rominate the
Mound City.Historic Distiict: to the National Register.
The nomination must now be signed by the Director of the
Department of Conservation and will then be sent to
Washington for review by the National Register staff,
You should expect to hear ahout its confirmation or re-
jection by mid October or ea=ly November of this year.

‘ If you have any questions concerning this matter,
let me know. < '

Sincefely, .
[/U/(me &ttt/
William G. PFarrar, Director
.I1llinois Historic Landmarks Survey
320 South Main Street
Benton, Illinois 62812
WGEF/jah |

cc: Boyd Butler
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~ Winkler, Mayor of Mound City, Illinois, econceraing the nomination
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Honorable Charles H., Perey
United States Senste
Minm, D,C.

Dear Senator Percy:
Thank you for your inquiry on behalf of the lHonorable Frederic M,

of the Nound City Historiec Distriet to the Hational Register of
Histepls" e

-

The nonination has not yet been forwarded to us by the State. As
soon as ve receive the forms on the property, ve will expedite the
review of the nomination and advise you ismediately when a
determination is made on the property.

We appreciate your interest in historie preservation.

A -Mhr) reply is being sent to the Homorable Kemneth J. Gray,
House of Representatives, who alse inquired in behalf of
Mayor Winkler concerning this matter.

Bincerely yours,

Rober+ M. Utley

Pireetor orfice of Archeology
and Historic Preservation
Enclosures (Constituent's material returned to each Senator & Congressman)

cel
Mr. Anthony Dean

Director, Department of SIMILAR LETTER SENT TO: 1??
GOgmgizce Congressman Kenneth J. Gray (V/ |
Springfield, Illinois 62706 )w/c of inc. sz g

Director, Northeast Region )w/c of inc.
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Mr. Anthony Dean

Pirector, Department of
Conservation

602 State Office Building

400 South Spring Street

Springfield, Illinois 62706

Dear Mr. Dean:

After careful consideration we are returning your nomination for
the Mound City Historic District. In our opinion the proposed
district does not have sufficient historical cohesiveness to
merit inclusion in the National Register as a district.

Nothing of the original Civil War VWaysremains, and the other
buildings in the area, with the exception of the hospital, have
long since been destroyed. Since the comstruction of the levee
and subsequent fill operations, little of archeological interest
remains on the site. For these reasons we feel that the proposed
district does not appear to have retained any real degree of
historical integrity.

You might, however, consider nominating the Mound City Hospital
individually. This building appears to have both architectural
and historical significance, and we would be pleased to consider
a nomination for the hospital should you decide to submit one.

Sincerely yours,

‘e

é‘ Charles A. Herrington (Sgd.)

William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register

Enclosure

cc: Regional Director, Midwest Region
FNP:W Jandl:1ml1:8/13/74
bce: Director's Reading File

DI

PR~ Mrs. Mott w/cy inc.

‘/ BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR

8¢




STATE OF ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.
SPRINGFIELD 62706

CHICAGO OFFICE=—1227 5. MICHIGAN AVE. 80605

September 9, 1974

Mr. Charles Herrington
Division of Registration
1100 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Charles:

Enclosed is the nomination form for the Mound City
Hospital. It had been submitted as part of a district
nomination which your staff has turned down. Your staff
indicated that they would be interested in examining a
nomination for the hospital and we have therefore shortened
the district to include only the hospital. I would appreciate
it if you could expedite your review of this nomination since
it has been over a year since the district was first nominated.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sinc

W’
WILLIAM G. FARRAR
Director

I1linois Historic Landmarks Survey
P. 0. Box 986
Carbondale, Illinois 62901

Enclosure
WGF /kpg

Recycled Paper




Name

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _ILLINOIS

ocT & W4

Date Entered

Mound City Civil War Naval Hospital

Also Notified

Hon. Charles H. Percy

Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson, III
Hon, Kenneth J. Gray
Regional Director, Midwest

Region

=

Location

Mound City
Pulaski County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr, Anthony Dean, Director
Department of Conservation

602 State Office Building

400 South Spring Street
Springfield, Illinois

62706

MMott/cha 10/10/7k4



e g

JOHN McGUIRE
DIRECTOR

linois g
Depar men ok

WILLIAM A, WATTS
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 400 SOUTH SPRING STREET ® SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE — ROOM 100,160 NO. LASALLE 60601

September 27, 1976

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

As outlined in Title 36 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 60.17, I am requesting that the Mound
City Civil War Naval Hos ital and the Pabst Site be
removed from the National Register of Historic Places.

The hospital, located in Mounds City, Illineois, was
destroyed by fire early this year. The Pabst Site,
located in DeWitt County, has been fully excavated prior
to the construction of a power generating facility.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request,

Sincerely yours, .
“Ie-

John McGuire
State Historic Preservation Officer

JM/1b
cc: Fred Winkler



