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DESCRIPTION:

The Henry D. Barber House, designed in the @lassical Revival style, was con-
structed of Roman brick with limestone string courses and window sills. It
is two stories high with basement and attic. Parts of the basement floors
are concrete. The house originally had a slate roof.

Although the facade appears to be symmetrical, and is articulated with
classical details, the off- center entry recalls Silsbee's earlier designs.

The plan of the Barber House, although becoming more regular retains the
picturesque elements of Silsbee's earlier work, especially the variety of
room shapes and the retention of the central living hall as focus of the
interior space. The dark stained woods used for interior trim: white oak,
maple, cherry, and red birch; are also anti-classical in feeling and continue
Silsbee's previous manner except that the details themselves are derived
from classical sources T

Few changes have been made in the Barber house over the years. About 1899,
an Italian artisan painted stencils in most &f the rooms on the first floor.
Some mlterations were made in the downstairs guest room and the parlor was
divided.

HISTORY:

The house was desigmed in 1891 by Chicago architect, Joseph Lyman Silsbee,
well-known especially because Frank Lloyd Wright trained for. a year, 1887,
in his office., The exterior classicism if the Barber House reflects Silsbee|s
growing interest in this style probably as a result of dJdesigns being pre-
pared in 1891 for the World's Columbian Exposition. His house in Kenilworth,
Illinois for R. A. Keyes and his West Virginia Building at the Exposition,
both of 1891 are also classic revival.

The house was built for Henry D. Barber, a prominent banker and owner of
the Barber and Trumbauer Bank located at the northeast corner of Mason

and Franklin Streets. His father, Chanceford Barber, had founded the bank in
1856, Henry Barber died in 1896.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Barber House is significant for its fine design and elegant beautifully
orafted details. It is also of special interest as am important early
classical design by a very capable architect who had the distinction of
giving Wright his first architectural training. The house is also note-
worthy as one of the finest buildings in Polo and the home of one of its
leading citizens.
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