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Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

n 1 i n n i s 
COUNTY^ 

OgXo 
F O R N P S U S E O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

f l . NAME 
MAR a b 1974 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

^ Henry 1̂1 Bar̂ or >5ô g9 
31;: LOCATtON 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

*T0 Mason 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Fnlo 

jU,j|a,9.l:?... 17 
3. CLASStFICATtON 

C O U N T Y : 

141 

CATEGORY 

("Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• S i te St ruc ture 

• • • O b j e c t -

O W N E R S H I P 

• P u b l i c 

|2) P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P r o c e s s 

[ I B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

QQ O c c u p i e d 

I 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

• P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

5 ] R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

r~1 C o m m e r c i o l 

[ 1 E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ I En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

I 1 Indus t r ia l 

• M i l i t a r y 

r~| Museum 

• P o r k 

y[J Private Residence 

( I R e l i g i o u s 

r~] S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

K Other (Specify) 

I 1 Comments 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1972 • j ^ State • C o u n t y • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Glessnar House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1800 S. Prair ie Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E ; C O D E 
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|7. OESCmPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

QQ Excellent • Good • Foir • Deteriorated • Ruins I I Unexposed 

(Check One) 

X ] Altered • Unaltered 

( C h e c k One) 

• M o v e d O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

EESCRIPTION: 

The Henry D. Barber House, designed in the Olassioal fievival style, was oon-
struoted of Roman brick with limestone string courses and window sills. It 
is two stories high with basement and attic. Parts of the basaaeat floors 
ara concrete. Tha house originally had a slate roof. 

Although tha facade appears to be symmetrical, and is articulated with 
classical details, the off- center entry recalls Silsbee's earlier designs. 

Tha plan of the Barber House, although becoming more regular retains the 
picturesque elements of Silsbee's earlier work, especially the variety of 
room shapes and the retention of the central living hall as focus of the 
interior space. The dark stained woods used for interior trimt white oak, 
maple, cheî ry, and red birch; are also anti-classical in feeling and continue 
Silsbee's previous manner except that the details themselves ara dari>ved 
from classical sources 

Few changes have been made in the Barber house over the years. About 1899, 
an Italian artisan painted stencils in most df the rooms on the first floor. 
Some alterations were made in the downstairs guest room and the parlor was 
divided. 

HISTORYt 

ĥa house was designed in 1891 by Chicago architect, Joseph Lynan Silsbee, 
well-known especially because Frank Lloyd Wright trained for a year, 1887, 
in his office. The exterior classicism if the Barber House reflects Silsbee 
growing interest in this style probably as a result of designs being pre-

^pared in 1891 for tha World's Columbian Exposition. His house in Kenilworth 
Illinois for R. A. Keyes and his Wast Virginia Building at tha Exposition, 
both of 1891 are also classic revival. 

The house was built for Henry D. B«rber, a prominent banker and owner of 
the Barber and Trumbauer Bank located at the northeast corner of Mason 
and Franklin Streets. His father, Chanceford Barber, had founded the banl£ i ^ 
1856. Hanry Barber died in 1896. 
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•ERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th C e n t u r y 

• 15th Cen tu ry Q 17th Cen tu ry 

• 18tK Cen tu ry 

£ 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE<S) (It Applicable and Known) 1891 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

A b o r Ig ina l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Cominerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

• E d u c a t i o n • P o l i t i c a l 

• E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

• Indust ry l o sophy 

• Inven t ion • S c i e n c e 

• L a n d s c a p e • Scu lp tu re 

A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i o l / H u m o n -

• L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y • T h e a t e r 

I I M u s i c Q T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

[~l Urban Planning 

• Other (Specily) 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

SIGNIPICANCEt 

Tha Barber House is significant for its fine design and elegant beautifully 
oraftad details. It is also of special interest as an important early 
classical design by a very capable architect who had the distinction of 
giving Ifright his first architectural training. Tha house is also note­
worthy as one of the finest buildings in Polo and the home of one of its 
leading citizens. 



9. MAJOR B IBL IOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Inland Arohitsct. XXI (July, 1893) 
nialen, Catherine, Ed. Voice of the Prairie. Polo, 1957 
Soreil,Susan, "Silsbeet The Evolution of a Personal Architectural Style". 

The Prairie School Review. VSi^(Fomrth^QvArter, 1970) 

Sprague, Paul, H.A.B.S.I. Form 10-445 September, 1970 

OEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 0 

NW 
NE 
SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G l T U D E 

Deg rees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : . y 

L A T I T U D E L O N G l T U D E 

Deg rees M i n u t e s Seconds 

>< 59' 10' 

fl 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

89 ° 34 ' 55 " 
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C O U N T Y 

RECEIVED 
UCT 1 9 1975 W 

C O U N T Y : 

NATIONAL 
C O U N T Y 

-ŷ ., REGISTER 

M . FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Susan Karr Sore11 Research Assistant 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Illinois Historic Structuras Survev 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ! , 

1800 S. Prairie Avenue 

Aug. 1973 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Chicago 
12. STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R C E R T t F f C A l l O N 

S T A T E 

Illinois 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of s i g n i f i c a M ^ ^ f l h i s nomination is: 

Nationa l > ' S r State • Loca l • 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

. /2J^)AAJ^^^3T^Z^^ 
C/iie/, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

)xrect>or 

Title Department of Conservation 

A T T E S T : 

•Date 

^ ^ ^ M ^ Keeper of The National Re^Tster 

Date J*- 2 ^ - ; ? y ^ 



PROPERTY A (XJ STATE 

WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIIBS^ 
PHOTOS /  

MAPS / 

CONTROL REVIEW 

DJ 
10 30 

73 

HISTORIAN /^t tt y 
?6 

^ e C .5/, 7-SI ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 

Federal Register entry 

Send-back 

Re-submit 

Entered 
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PLEASK KETUKN THIS FORM WHEN THE PKOl'ERTY IS RE3URMITTED. DATE: ) '- / S ^ " ^ * / 
NAME OF I'ROFERTY I^A^-ftEE H D U S C 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography. 

_10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. Lpn-itudG (or Latitude) appears 

tl. he o f f hy about Please clieck. 
b. Acreage. 

_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. C e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

X Photographic Coverage. "plpOSE- . "Ŝ n̂Ĉ  ^ tH^^X '. nc^C^l-h^Onoll |^iu5tcS 

Map Coverage. ^ ' ±^D^ t 

Other. 

C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of tlie above items must be made prior to the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily Insure that the nomination w i l l then s a t i s f y the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . 

Thank you for your attention to tlie above items chcckec!. x\ i — ^ 

SIGNED: d/uAjjiChf^^^j^^ 



RECEIVED 
JAN 24 1974 

DiRtciut̂ 's oencE 
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ARCHEOLOGIST 
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BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up •̂n.A( l6. lQl4  

Federal Register entry J j " !7 " ̂  ̂  

Send-back 
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'Form l O J O l UNITED S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F THE INTERIOR 
(Joly 1969) NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

T i l l n n i g 
C O U N T Y 

O g l e 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

Mm 

AND/OR HISTORIC: HeHiy D . B a r b e l House 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

410 W. Mason 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

P o l o 

Z 

UJ 

IU 

t/t 

l l l l o o i s . 17 

C O U N T Y : 

%. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E : 

U. S. Geological Survey Map S t a t e Hwy 
i " = b U U ' 

Map OCT 19 1973 
SCALE: 1:62500 

t^TE: 19^*^ 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3 . La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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