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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

DESCRIPTION 
St. James Church is built on a rectangular plan measuring 26 X 66 feet. 

Its walls and foundations are red brick with wide mortar joints. The windows 
are simple lancets except for the west window which is subdivided by georoetri|: 
tracery. Angle buttresses strengthen the corners and provide decorative 
accents. A diminutive but well-proportioned bell tower rises from the south­
west corner. The arches of the windows and door are laid up in three or four 
courses of headers forming simple decorative patterns. The edges of the 
sloping walls of the gables and buttresses are spliced with horizontal coprse^ 
of brick forming sawtooth patterns. Walls are further omamented with decora 
tive brick stringcourses. Projecting bricks forming X-shaped pattems appear 
at the western end of the church on the side and end walls. Judging by an 
early lithograph of the church, its roof, now asphalt shingles, was originall^ 
slate with zig-zag patterns in different colors. 

The church is entered through a vestibule on the south side. Inside^the 
pewS are aligned on either side of a central east-west aisle. The building 
ends on the west with a chancel under the same rpof, the chancel being dimin­
ished in width by partitions of wood designed irjthe fashion of gabled windows 
Doors in each partition open into a vestry, on the one side, and a treasury 
on the other. The chancel is also defined by two colonettes in wood which 
support an arched truss. Between them is altar r a i l in brass and wood. The 
interior is wainscotted in wood to the bottoms of the windows. The latter, 
and the door, are framed in brick though the walls are otherwise plaster. 
Originally the plaster was stencilled.. The celling is surfaced with narrow 
strips of tongue and groove boards which rise from a wooden comice that is 
articulated with numerous moldings. The roof is supported by open trusses of 
a modified hammer-beam design. All interior woodwork is stained and varnishe<jl 

Except for the stained glass, a l l interior details seem contempo­
raneous with the period of construction. A choir room was added on the north 
east corner in 1887. About 1960 a Sunday school room was built on the east 
side of the choir room. The building was refurbished after the Second World 
War by tuckpointing, a new roof, new floor joists, a fumace, electrical work 
and cleaning and decorating. 
HISTORY 

Episcopal services were first held at Lewistown in 1854. Six years later 
a parish was organized. Permission to organize the parish was obtained from 
the Bishop of St. James Episcopal Cathedral in Chicago, after whose church 
the new parish was named. 

Efforts toward constructing a building for worship were led by S.Corning 
Judd, the Senior Warden. He was an attorney from Onodaga County, New York, 
who settled in Lewistown in 1854 after serving the Interior Department in 
Washington from 1850 to 1854. He eventually moved on to Chicago where he 
became an executive in the Episcopal diocesan headquarters. 

Judd, who had been an ardent supporter of the church since early manhood, 
seems to have been acquainted with the aims of the New York Ecclesiological 
Society. That Society had promoted changes in church ritual, furnishings 
and architecture aimed at reforming worship by recapturing the spirit of the 
Middle Ages. 

About June, 1862, Judd visited Chicago and New York to solicit aid for 
construction of the church. With him on his return in July 1862 he carried 
twenty-one sheets of plans and specifications prepared by Philadelphia archi-
tect. Edward Tuckerman Potter (1133 Spnir.P .Ŝ TP<.̂ ) pT-r̂ «iHo/l hy th? 
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7. Description, cont. 
munificence of the Reverand Dr. Morton of Philadelphia. The design called for 
a building conforming to ecclesiological precepts with longitudinal plan, 
chancel, side entrance, and proper Medieval details. Judd was also personally 
responsible for raising in the East, $6,000.00 of the $8,000.00 that would be 
expended constructing the church. Land for the building was acquired Oct.7,1861 
the cornerstone laid Aug.25, 1863, and the church was finished and occupied in 
April, 1865. 

H.V.V.Clute, who had come west only a few years earlier, served as Master 
Carpenter. The stone and brick contracts were awarded locally except for the 
ornamental brickwork which was laid by Robert TUrner of Peoria. A workman from 
Chicago carried out the interior painting and gilding. 

Born in Schenectady, New York, Edward Tlickerman Potter.studied with Richard 
Upjohn in New York City. Upon completing his training Potter returned to 
Schenectady and began his own practice. He became a specialist in ecclesiastics 
design, building many churches. Some of his more important commissions were the 
Dutch Reformed Church in Schenectady (c.l862). Church of St.James, Lewistown, 
Illinois (1863), Harvard Street Congregational Church in Boston (1878), Church 
of the Good Shepherd, Hartford, Connecticut, and St. Johns Church in Yonkers, 
New York. He died on October 24, 1904. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
St. James Episcopal Church is one of the most perfect examples in I l l i ­

nois of the small parish church designed according to ecclesiological 
principles. It is also important as a design of great elegance and 
sophistocation transplanted from the East to a small Midwestern community. 
As an early work of Edward Tuckerman Potter, one of the leading ecclesias­
tic architects in the East, the church is of special interest. 
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December 16, 1974. 

Mr. Williain J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
Room 3209 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed i s a resubmitted form for the St 
James Episcopal Church, Lewistown, I l l i n o i s . 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM G. FARRAR 
Director 
I l l i n o i s H i s t o r i c Landmarks Survey 
P. 0. Box 986 
Carbondale, I l l i n o i s 62901 
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WGF/kpg 

-•tl 



EKTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE n-I.TlOTTfi 

Date Entered DEC 3 1 1974 

Name Location 

tteSmmm tflmeapml Chvreh 

Mary's Rlvar Cciwvd Bridg* 

LMflct<nm 
Fttltoa Oemntf 

Cbmmtt 
Mamiolph Cwmty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Charles H. Percy 
HM. Adlai E. Stsvsnson, III 
Hon. Toa lallsbaek 
Hon. KMHMith J. Gray 
Regional Director, Midwest 
Region 

PR MMot t/row 1/3/75 

Stata Hl«t«rl« Fraaatvatlea Offle«r 
Mr. Anthony Daan 
Diraetor 
Dapt. of Cottaarration 
602 Stata Offlaa Buildlag 
400 Seath Spring St. 
Springflald, Illinols 62706 


