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DSSCRIFTION: 

The Shedd Park Fieldhouse i s sited i n the southwest corner of Shedd 
Park, a 1.13 acre public park located i n the South Lawndale 
neiijhborhood of Ghica-o. The area contains t y p i c a l urban park-
playi^round furniture, basketball courts, grassy lawns and bench seating. 
The park i s bounded on the south by 23rd St., by H i l l a r d Av. on the 
east, Lawndale Av. on thc west, and the hif:h berm of the C.B.&Q. R.r?. 
tr;icks to the north. The railr o a d l i n e actually runs northeast-
southwest, cre-itinc a trapezoidal shaped park s i t e . 

a rectangular two-story brick building, 36x78', 
foundation with p a r t i a l basement. Dressed 
i s used for trim at the base of the w a l l , for 
of the f i r s t f l o o r windows, -md for a strina; 

The fieldhouse i s 
.set on a concrete 
Indiana lir.-.estone 
l i n t e l s and s i l l s 
course at the second story l e v e l . The walls are of rou^h textured 
nottled brown brick with horizontally raked mortar j o i n t s . The 
gabled roof, o r i g i n a l l y sheathed i n Spanish t i l e , i s now covered 
with asbe-stos asphalt shingles. The roof pediment i s trimmed with 
decorative woodwork and contains thin glass windows between the 
v e r t i c a l woodwork i n the tympanum. Thii trim i s painted a pale 
yellow. 

A monumentally scaled entrance with wood t r e l l i s i s located on the 
south end of the building. Entry i s into a vestibule containing 
washroL^n f a c i l i t i e s and a stairway to the second f l o o r . Vestibule 
walls are of the same face brick as the exterior. The central 
portion of the ground floor i s a 5^' square game room with s t a f f 
o f f i c e . To the north are two small meeting rooms and a hallv/ay 
with two stairways leading to the second floo r auditorium. 

The auditorium runs the length of the building (north-south). 
I t has a stafre with decorative piers on the north end, and a 60 
seat balcony on the south end. •.'/alls are of common brick. The 
exposed roof decking i s varnished and rests upon decorative double 
beamed arches. 

A gymnasium addition was added some years l a t e r , loc:.ted just 
behind (north) and s l i g h t l y to the west of the filedhouse. The 
gymnflsiura i s constructed of similar materials to the fieldhouse 
and designed i n a complimentary s t y l e . 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I S H t F I C A N C E 

The Tihedd P,-jrk Fieldiiouse i s among the most important monuments of 
the P r a i r i e School of A r c h i t e c t u r e . I t s a r c h i t e c t , '-.'illiam 
Drummjnd, a c h i e f draftsman to Frank Lloyd '..'right, was one of the 
four e x c e l l e n t a r c h i t e c t s to come out of the Oak Park Studio. 
His fieldhouse i s an impressive example of a w e l l designed and 
d e t a i l e d b u i l d i n g i n the ear l y modern idiom. B u i l d i n g s of t h i s 
character are r a r e , and one of t h i s s i z e and q u a l i t y i s of 
exceptional i n t e r e s t . The b u i l d i n g type i s also uncomr.on i n 
i n the work of these a r c h i t e c t s , and among fieldhouses b u i l t by 
P r a i r i e S c h o j l s t y l e a r c h i t e c t s , i t i s c e r t a i n l y the best. 
A b u i l d i n g of t h i s character i n the P r a i r i e s t y l e i c of 
considerable s i g n i f i c a n c e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y as w e l l as r e g i o n a l l y 
nnd l o c a l l y . 

P • H • S . - i"", f *. i"'">... 

AO:--
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Prairie .3chool Review, V o l . l , No.2, (1964) & Vol .VI, No.2, (1969) 
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Ghicago Park Diatr ic t , Original plans & reference l ibrary . 
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As the deaignoted State Liaison Off icer for the Na­

tiona! Hisloric Preservation Act of 19fifi (Public I ^ w 

89-655), I hereby nominate this properly ftir intluKtcin 

in the National Register ant! certify that i l has been 

evaluated according to Ihe c i l e r i a atad procecijres sel 

forth by the Natiotial Park Service. The rf^coitimended 

level of s i g n i U * ^ ^ e of this nomination is: 

Natiogirt [2] Stale Local 

I hereby certity that this properly is included in the 

National Register 
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Shedd Pk. (Coatinaation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

I l l i n o i s 
C O U N T Y 

Cook 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
E N T R Y N U M O E R O A T E 

PEC 3 0 (Hambmr att antriaa) 

HISTORY: 

The Shedd Park Fieldhouse was b u i l t i n 19l6 for the V-'est Park 
Commission, the predecessor of the present Chicafto Park D i s t r i c t . 
The building was designed by architect William Drummond (1876-1948), 
trained at the University of I l l i n o i s and apprenticed i n the Oak 
Park o f f i c e of Frank Lloyd Wright. Drummond continued as a 
draftsman and designer i n the ..right Studio off and on u n t i l 1910 
when he joined i n partnership with Louis Guenzel, la s t i n g u n t i l 1915. 

After Frank Lloyd V/right and Walter B. G r i f f i n , Drummmd i s 
considered the best exponent of the midwestern early modern design 
idiom which became known as the P r a i r i e School i f Architecture. 
It i s th i s style that Drummond used for the .Shedd Park Fieldhouse. 

The gymnasium addition was b u i l t i n 1928 and designed by the 
firm of Michaelsen 8r Rognstad. 

The Pork i s naaed for John G. Shedd (I8SO-1926), a noted Chic; go 
merchant and philanthropist. Shedd i s best remembered for the 
John G. Shedd Aquarium on Chicago's lakefront. Shedd was the 
inst i g a t o r and major donor of the project. 

It was the practice of the West Park Commission, and today of the 
Chicago Park D i s t r i c t , to name public parks after notable Chicygo 
business and c i v i c leaders. 
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1. NAME 
COMMON 

Shedd Park Fieldhouse 
A N O / O R HISTORIC NUMERIC COOE (A»*lar>»<l by NPS) 

DEC 3 0 1974 
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3660 W. 23rd Street 
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Englewood Quadrangle 
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