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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
DESCRIPTION -

The Jewelers' Building with exterior walls of brick, terra cotta, and iron
has five stories above a basement. Its facade is divided into a wide cen-
ter bay between two smaller end bays. The windows in the central bay are
further sub-divided by cast iron mullions into three openings on the second
to fourth floors, and into six on the fifth floor. The masonry portion is
designed in a highly polychromatic red brick, terra cotta, and stone. The
Jewelers' Building has a flat roof which slopes slightly. An ornamental
parapet completes the design of the facade. The building has a frontage of
approximately 60 feet on Wabash Avenue and a depth of 160 feet.

The major part of the ornament is concentrated under the arch of the central
bay, and at the corners of the building. Cast iron ornament originally
graced piers, now removed, on the first floor. The architectural decoration
comes from Sullivan's first period of ornament (1873-1890), phase two (1880-
1883). For the most part, the ornament consists of stylized plant forms
that are carefully and rigidly delineated. The motifs do not overlap and
are seen against a smooth ground.

On the interior, the columns bear no relationship to the facade., The beams
run north and south across the building, while the arches are oriented along
the east and west transverse axis. There has been considerable remodeling
on the interior. The exterior on the ground floor has been completely
remodeled,

HISTORY

The building at 134 Wabash (new number: 15-19 South Wabash) was designed in
1881 by Adler & Sullivan., It was one of four buildings this firm designed
for Martin Ryerson, an early Chicago business man and real estate investor.
Shortly after completion, the building was rented by Samuel A. Maxwell
Company, a stationery store. According to Martin A. Ryerson, son of the
original owner, the building was not named when finished. Therefore it must
have been at some later time that it acquired the name Jewelers' Building.
The building cost $90,260 in 1881-82,
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS, Continued.

Illinois Historic Structures Survey,
October, 1972 (State)
Records at: Glessner House, 1800 S, Prairie Ave., Chicago, Illinois

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, Continued

Randall, Frank A. The Development of Chicago Building Construction. Urbana:
The University of Illinois Press, 1949,
"Martin Ryerson Obituary', The Chicago Tribune, September 7, 1887.
Rudd, J, William, comp. Historic American Buildings Survey: Chicago and
Nearby Illinois Areas. Park Forest: The Prairie School Press,1966.
Sprague, Paul E, ''The Architectural Ornament of Louis Sullivan and his
Chief Draftsmen.' (An unpublished doctoral dissertation, Princeton
University, April 1968J
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SIGNIFICANCE

The Jewelers' Building is one of five structures (plus one remodeling soon
to be demolished) still standing in Chicago's Loop designed by the inter-
nationally famous early modern architects, Louis Sullivan and Dankmar
Adler. As the only remaining commercial building by that firm from the
early 1880's, the Jewelers' is especially significant. In no other building
is the polychromatic character of the firms' work so clearly revealed. The
Jewelers' Building is also very important because of the large quantity of
very early ornament by Sullivan still to be seen on its facade.
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r9 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

The American Architect and Building News, Vol X (July 2., 1881)

Condit, Carl. The Chicago School of Archltecture. Chicago The University of
Chicago Press, 1964,

Gilbert, Paul. Chicago and its Makers. Chicago: Felix Mendelsohn Publisher,
1929.

Marquis' Handbook of Chicago 1884.

Nickel, Richard. "A Photographic Documentation of the Architecture of Adler
& Sullivan.” (An unpublished masters thesis from the Illinois Institute
of Technology, June 1957).
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"11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Susan Karr Sorell, Architectural Historian

ORGANIZATION ) DATE

Illinois Historic Structures Survey December 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

1800 South Prairie Avenue

CITY CR TOWN: STATE CODE

Chicago Illinois 17

iz

TE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1ION ﬁ  NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this progerty is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been /) -
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

i ice. Th ded 2
Seeth Wy St s tionk | Hark Sl ¢ recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

6/7/74/

T T ,
ATTEST:
Title State Historic Preservation
Officer Keeper §f The National Re
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Date December 28, 1973 e
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ILLINOIS

Date Entered AUG 7 1974

Location

Jewelers' Building Chicago
Cook County

Also Notified

State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Charles H. Percy Mr. Anthony Dean
Hon. Adlai E. Steveasen, III Director
Hon. Cardiss Collins Dept. of Comservation

602 State Office Bldg.
i
Regional Director, Midwest Region 400 South Spring St.

Illinois 62706
& MMott/row 8/13/74 Springfield,




