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DESCRIPTION: 

The Holoomb house is two stories high of locally made brick with lime­
stone trim and is topped by a large wooden oornioe. Its widely projecting 
eares are supported by ornate brackets. The oornioe, the wide eaves with 
supporting brackets, and the general proportions of the house are typical 
of the Victorian Italianate style. 

The house, arranged in a formal plan, has a oentral hall featuring at 
one end a spectacular oval, spiraling staircase l i t by an oval skylight. 
At the entry, a delicate design is etched in the glass s»f the richly carved 
front doors. 
, Ifo the right of the hall is the parlor, accented by a carved marble fire-
pliTce with a decorative, gold-leafed wood overmantle containing a mirrored 
backing. 

Behind the parlor and also opening off the hall is the dining room* It 
has a modeled, papier mache wall covering giving a leather-like appearance. 
The upper portion of the room was originally stenciled, but about 1911 a 
local artist painted in that space a mural df the Grand Detour area. This c 
room also has a marble fireplace and mirrored ovennantle. 

Behind the dining room at the rear of the house is the kitchen. 
At the front of the house to the left of the hall is the living room* 

It, like other rooms opening off the hall has carved, wood grained sliding 
doors. 

The library is accessible from both the adjoining living room and the 
oentral hall. Of particular interest on the library mantle are the gold-
leafed goddesses of earth and sea holding torches from which a gas flame 
originally burned, 

A small glassed-in porch opens off the library and behind the library is i 
bedroom. Six more bedrooms are on the second floor. 

The Holoomb house is situated on a ooi*ner lot surrounded by a wrought 
iron fence of the same date as the house* There are wrought iron hitching >t 
posts on the Sixth Avenue side* 

The house which had undergone minor alterations has been returned almost 
to its original condition by the present owners. The door on th© second 
floor above the entrance was originally a window. A temporary partition 
wall exists on the second floer to separate two apartments. Some ceiling 
fixtures have been removed. The cloisonne light fixtures which topped the 
newel posts have been removed.but st i l l exist* 

HISTOEYt 

The original owner, William Horace Hoicomb, was born in Saoxville, Illinois 
in 1840, He was educated at Knox College. From 1861-1865 Holcomb served 

in the Civil War. In December 1866 he married Elisabeth Munson. She died 
in 1892 and 1896 he married Mary Crossette* Ifr. Holcomb came to Rochelle in 
1871 as a freight agent for the Chicago and Iowa Railroad. The section of 
that railroad between Aurora and Forreston and the Rockford branch were being 
by his cousin, F.E. Hinckley. Holoomb moved his family to Rochelle shortly 
after 1871. In 1877 he was appointed receiver for the railroad. Holcomb 
was also an alderman in Rochelle from 1874-77 and between 1878-80 he was 
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mayor of the town. In addition, he served on the school board. 
When the Chicago and Iowa Railroad was absorbed by the Burlington Northern 

Railway Holcomb became superintendent of the latter. He also held the posit4o:[i 
of Superintendent of the Oregon Short Line and the Union Pacific Railroads, 
Furthermore, ho took an active part in the Transportation section of the 
World's Pair of 1893 held in Chioago. W. H. Holcomb died in March of 1908 
in Hinsdale, Illinois. 
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SIGartFICAHCBt 

The W, H* Holoomb House is significant both for its architecture and elabor­
ate imteriors, and for the local l^storical importance of the man who built 
i t . 

Architecturally, it offers an *xcelleat example of a handsome 1870'• design. 
The interiors illustrate the architectural ©raament of that period. The 
elaborate woodwork, parquet floors, etched glass, and ornate fireplkcec 
and overmantles are seldom seen in the more elegant houses of this period, 
even in Chioago. 

In addition to serving as Rochelle's third mayor, W. H . Holcomb's career 
was very important to the development of railway transportation in the 
United States. He was superintendent of four railroad lines. The c i t ^ 
©f Holoomb, Illinois was named after his fwaily. 
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