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Form 10-300 
·(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE·INTERIOR· 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER 0 F ~ISTORIC P LACE,S 
INVENTORY·- NOMINATION FORM 

entries - c_omplete ~pplicable sections) 

ANDIOR HISTORI 

Underground .. station 

AND NUMB'ER: 

,. gF!;). #~ F.. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE 
Princeton 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 Dis.trict. 0 Building 

[] Site 

OWNERSHIP 

1 Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

Illinois 
COUNTY: 

STATUS 

00 Occupied 

0 Unoccupied 0 Structure 

0 Object 

Q{ Public 

0 Private 

O Both O Being Considered 0 Preserv~tion work 

in progress 
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ACCESSIBLE 
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Yes: 

[] Restricted 
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0 Good 0 Deteriorated 0 Fair 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
CONDITION 

(Check One) (Check One) 

XX Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved IXJ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Two story frame dwelling, with 15 rooms, 9 downstairs and 6 upstairs. 
The house has narrow halls and several closets. Construction is of 
pine and black walnut of native lumber framed with mortise and tenon 
all hand hew~n. The main Hest section was constructed in 1838. The 
East wing is believed to have been added in the 1840's. 

In 1972 the roof and foundation 
of the property was restored to 

were repaired and the 
its origtnal state. . 1 1 : r·-.. 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY· NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

(Number all entries) #8, Statement of Significance 

STATE 

L Illinois 
COUNTY 

Bureau 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER 

MAY 2 

When Lovejoy came to Princeton, he boarded with Mr. and Mrs. Butler 
Denham, who lived 3/4 of a aile eaat of Princeton in a amall black walnut 
fraae house which they had built upon cOIIing to Princeton earlier in 1838. 
Butler Denhaa died in 1841, and on January 18, 1843, hie widow, Ewlice 
Storrs Denhaa married Owen Lovejoy. Denham's _houee and 128o acres of land 
thus bec81le popularly known as the Lovejoy house and Lovejoy farm, although 
Lovejoy never legally owned either. 

Lovejoy soon became active in the Undergound Railroad. His home be­
came the principal depot in Princeton, and through his activities aa gen­
eral agent of the line, Princeton becaae an important station in nortlwrn 
Illinois. Southern Congreasmen later called that town the "nigger-stealing 
center of Illinois." 

Lovejoy waa also active in early efforts to organize an anti-slavery 
political party. He campai,ped for electic;sn to the u.s. House of Represen­
tatives in 1846 and 1848, and for the Illinois State Constitutional Con­
vention in 1847, rwming each time on the Liberty Party ticket. Although!.., 
he lost each of these elections, his support was growing. 

In 1854 Lovejoy was elected to the state legislature aa a Republican. 
In 18.56, after a contest which al.llost split the party, he was noainated for 
the federal House of Representatives. Maft1 of the more conservative 
Republicans refused to eupport the radical Lovejoy. 

He won the election, however, and entered Congress in December 1857, 
representing what was then the largest Congressional district in·~the nation. 
He was re-elected to Congreae 3 ti•s: in 18.58, 186o, and 1862. While in 
Congresa, Lovejoy continued his attack on slavery. 

On December 141 1863, Lovejoy introduced a universal eaaancipation bill, 
which after 1111ch revision and aaendaent, provided the eaaence of the 
Thirteenth Amendment, which waa not finally adopted until a year after 
Lovejoy died. · 

Owen lovejoy died on March 25 1 1864, at Brooklyn, New York, after a 
prolonged illneea caused by liver and kidney attacks (Bright's disease). His 
body was brought back to Princ•t on and buried in the 0 ~11etery there. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ( Che c k On e or More a s Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 
· 0 ·. Pr~hi st'oric • 1 ;:> 

X] Hist'oric 
1 

• '.' 

0 Agriculture 1 r ~ • 

0 Architecture I I 
0 Art 

O Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

[]) Education 
r ,.. . ;. , r ~,.· F t' ~ , 
0 Engi n~~ ri ng 

,.. - ' .. 0 lndu'stry ' 

0 . In' en ;i ~ ~ • 
1 

''·' 

''0 L a"rfd ;ca~e r ··i · · · 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 . Music 

0 20th Century 

0 
',. 

Science 

0 Scu lptu; J 

~ Socia 1/ H -1 

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

This property was the home of Owen Lovejoy, Minister, firey Orator, 
U. S. Representative, and Humanitari~n who dedicated his life to the 
Abolition of slavery and thereby became the countries foremost 
Abolitionist. 

This home was openly operated by Abolitionist Lovejoy as a station 
of the, so called, Underground Railway. 

Of the many underground stations from the South to Canada this home 
site was referred to as divisional headquarters. 

The 
Bom June · , 1 11, in lCeDDebec County, Maine, Owen waa the fifth 

chil~ in the faaily of seven bom to Congregational minister and farmer 
Daniel . B. Lovejoy and his wife. OwJi11 taught school for several years 
to pay his expenaes at Bowdoin College, which he eatered in 1830. Be 
did not graduate, but left college when his father died in 1833. 

His actions during the next three years are not clearly known, but 
in 1836 he journeyed to Alton, Illinois, to join his older brother, 
nijah Po Lovejoy. Elijah hac:l coae to St. Lotais, lij.aaouri, in 1833 to 
edit a Presbyterian newspaper, the St. Louis ObserTer. Eli(jah's anti­
slavery stand earned ·hila the ill-will of aany towupeople, who d8JI8Jlded 
that he cease attacking slavery o He refu•ed to relinquish hie freedom 
of the press, and violence against ht. aounted. After a aob destroyed 
his pre•a in 1836, Elijah Lovejoy 110ved across the Misaiaaippi to Alton. 
However, the .free state of Illinois proved but~a poor haven: llijah 
Lovejoy was killecl on Moveaber 7, 1837, while defending his fourth preaa 
froa aob violence which had already wrecked. three of his preaaes that 
year. 

Over the body of his dead brother, Owen Lovejoy swore that he would 
"n•._er fora8ke the cause that has been sprinkled vi th ay bl'O'ther• s 
bloG.cl". Aided by his brother Joseph, Owen Lovejoy wrote a Me110ir of 
the Reverend Eli ah. P. Love o • Who Vas Mu.rdered in Defense of the Lib­
erty of the Preas at Alton, Illinois, NoYember 7, 1 37• This volume 
becaae an important pi•ce of uti-slavery propagandao 



1. Owen Lovejoy: Abolitionist in Congress by Edward Magdol 
Rutgers University Press 

2. Let My People Go - Henrietta Buckmaster . 
Harper & Bros., New York 

3. History of Bureau County - Bradsby 
4. Owen Lovejoy Collection, Bureau County Historical Society, Prin.,Ill. 
5. Owen Lovejoy Papers, William L.Clements Library, Univ.of Michigan . 
6. William Cullem Bryant Papers, New York Public Library 
7. Jesse Fell Papers, Mclean Co., Historical Society, Bloomington, Ill. 
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Cl TY OR TOWN : 

STATE : 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference . 

STATE 

Illinois 
COUNTY 

Bureau 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Mapped, edited, and publi shed by the Geological Su rvey 
Control by USGS and USC&GS 

Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial 
photographs taken 1965 and planetable surveys 1966 

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foo t grid based on Ill inois coordinate system, west zone 
1000-meter Universal Transverse Merc ator grid ticks, 
zone 16, shown in blue 

Red tint indica tes area in whic h only landmark bu ild ings are shown 

Fine red dashed lines indica te selected fe nce and field lines where 
generally visib le on aeria l photogra phs. This information is unchec ked 
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UTM GRID AND 1966 MAG NET IC NORTH 
DECLI NATION AT CENTER OF" SHEET 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
P ARTMENT OF REGIST R ATION AN D E DUCATION 

GEOLOGICAL SU R VEY DIVI SIO N 

SCALE 124000 
t 0 1 MILE 
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CONTOUR INTE RVA L 10 FEET 
DOTTED LI NES REPRESENT 5-FOOT CO NTOU RS 

DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEV EL 

THIS MAP COMPLI ES WITH NATIONA L MAP ACCUR ACY STAN DARDS 

FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON , D. C. 20242 
AND BY THE STATE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, URBANA, ILLINOIS 61801 

A FOLDER DESC RIBIN G TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AN D SYM BOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

PRINCETON SOUTH QUADRANGLE 
ILLINOIS - BUREAU CO. 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
SW/4 HENNEPIN 15' QUADRANGLE 

89"22'30 " 

Hea'l)'·duly ..... 

Medium-duty .. 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Light-duty . 

Unimproved dirt ====•==== 

Q u. S. Route Q State Route 

PRINCETON SOUTH, ILL. 
SW/4 HEN NEPIN I S' QUAD RANG LE 

N4 115-W8922.5/7.5 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

400 SOUTH SPRING ST. 

SPRINGFIELD 62706 

CHICAGO OFFIC~1227 S . MICHIGAN AVE. 60605 

April 16 , 1973 

Mr. William Murtagh 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washingten, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed please find a National Register nomination form for the 
Owen Lovejoy Home. You will also find enclosed the revised nomination 
form for the Pilgrim Baptist Church. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to these matters. 

WGF/jah 

En c. 

Sincerely, 

Bt),( .p~ 
William G. Farrar, Director 
Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey 
320 South Main Street 
Benton, Illinois 62812 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE tLLI Ol 

Date Entered IAl 2 ' 1913 

Name Location 

Salin S ri1 s 

Hor.ne te 

Also No tifie d 

Hon . Charles H. Percy 
H o. dlai Steven on, III 

on. igan 
Hon. ob rt • ic.hol ' 
1r. • Leroy Bond 1lJ .~ . yOf.esf ~~~.JICV 

Eq lity vicinity 
Gallatin County 

rinc ton vicinity 
Surea County 

Stat Historic Pre rvation Officer 
Ir • Anthony T . n 

Dir ctor, part nt: of Conservation 
6 2 St t Offic uildine 
prin fi ld . Illinois 62706 

Director, Northeas t Region J PHR NRowland: pel 6/7/73 
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