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SCRIPTION

(Check One)
EaNBIGR [x Excellent [[] Good [ Fair [[] Deteriorated ] Ruins [C] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
ﬂ Altered [] Unaltered [C] Moved [X] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Two story frame dwelling, with 15 rooms, 9 downstairs and 6 upstairs.
The house has narrow halls and several closets. Construction is of
pine and black walnut of native lumber framed with mortise and tenon
all hand hewhg. The main West section was constructed in 1838. The

East wing is

In 1972 the roof and foundation were repaired and the general condition

of the property was restored to its original state.

elieved to have been added in the 1840's.
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(Number all entries) 48 = Statement of Significance

When Lovejoy came to Princeton, he boarded with Mr. and Mrs., Butler
Denham, who lived 3/4 of a mile east of Princeton in a small black walnut
frame house which they had built upon coming to Princeton earlier in 1838,
Butler Denham died in 1841, and on January 18, 1843, his widow, Bunice
Storrs Denham married Owen Lovejoy. Denham's house and 1280 acres of land
thus became popularly known as the Lovejoy house and Lovejoy farm, although
Lovejoy never legally owned either.

Lovejoy soon became active in the Undergound Railroad. His home be-
came the principal depot in Princeton, and through his activities as gen-
eral agent of the line, Princeton became an important station in northern
Illinois. Southern Congressmen later called that town the "nigger-stealing
center of Illinois."

Lovejoy was also active in early efforts to organize an anti-slavery
political party. He campaigned for election to the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives in 1846 and 1848, and for the Illinois State Constitutional Con-
vention in 1847, running each time on the Liberty Party ticket. Although::
he lost each of these elections, his support was growing.

In 1854 Lovejoy was elected to the state legislature as a Republican.
In 1856, after a contest which almost split the party, he was nominated for
the federal House of Representatives. Many of the more conservative
Republicans refused to support the radical Lovejoy.

He won the election, however, and entered Congress in December 1857,
representing what was then the largest Congressional district in.the nation.
He was re-elected to Congress 3 times: in 1858, 1860, and 1862. While in
Congress, Lovejoy continued his attack on slavery.

On December 14, 1863, Lovejoy introduced a universal emancipation bill,
which after much revision and amendment, provided the essence of the
Thirteenth Amendment, which was not finally adopted until a year after
Lovejoy died.

Owen lovejoy died on March 25, 1864, at Brooklyn, New York, after a
prolonged illness caused by liver and kidney attacks (Bright's disease). His
body was brought back te Princeéton and buried in the Oakland Cemetery there.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE B NGy

This property was the home of Owen Lovejoy, Minister, firey Orator,
U. S. Representative, and Humanitarifin who dedicated his Tife to the
Abolition of slavery and thereby became the countries foremost
Abolitionist.

This home was openly operated by Abolitionist Lovejoy as a station
of the, so called, Underground Railway.

Of the many underground stations from the South to Canada this home
site was referred to as divisional headquarters.
The following statment prepared by Susan PrendergastiHistoric Landmarks Sursz,
Born June 6, 1811, in Kennebec County, Maine, Owen was the fifth
child in the family of seven born to Congregational minister and farmer
Daniel B. Lovejoy and his wife. Owean taught school for several years

to pay his expenses at Bowdoin College, which he entered in 1830. He
did not graduate, but left college when his father died in 1833,

. His actions during the next three years are not clearly known, but
in 1836 he journeyed to Alton, Illinois, to join his older brother,
Elijah P, Lovejoy. Elijah had come to St. Louis, Missouri, in 1833 to
edit a Presbyterian newspaper, the St. Louis Observer. Elijah's anti-
slavery stand earned him the ill-will of many townspeople, who demanded
that he cease attacking slavery. He refused to relinquish his freedom
of the press, and violence against him mounted. After a mob destroyed
his press in 1836, Elijah Lovejoy moved across the Mississippi to Alton.
However, the free state of Illinois proved but:a poor haven: Elijah
Lovejoy was killed on November 7, 1837, while defending his fourth press
from mob violence which had already wrecked three of his presses that
year. : y

Over the body of his dead brother, Owen Lovejoy swore that he would
"never forsake the cause that has been sprinkled with my brother's
blood", Aided by his brother Joseph, Owen Lovejoy wrote a Memoir of
the Reverend Elijah P. Lovejoy; Who Was Murdered in Defemse of the Lib-
erty of the Press at Alton, Illinois, November 7, 1837. This volume
became an important pisce of anti-slavery propaganda.
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SCALE:
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DATE:
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1966

Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

Latitude and longitude reference.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

e R T I T R MR AR N
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.
SPRINGFIELD 62706

CHICAGO OFFICE—1227 S. MICHIGAN AVE. 60605

April 16, 1973

Mr. William Murtagh

National Register of Historic Places -

Department of the Interior \A

National Park Service N )
18th and C Streets, N.W. s QY
Washingten, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed please find a National Register nomination form for the
Owen Lovejoy Home. You will also find enclosed the revised nomination
form for the Pilgrim Baptist Church,

Thank you for your prompt attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
William G, Farrar, Director
Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey
320 South Main Street
Benton, Illinois 62812

WGF/jah

Enc.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ILLIKQIS
BAY 24 1873

Date Entered

Name Location

Saline Springs ' Equality vieinity
Gallatia County

) Princeton vicinity

Lovejoy (Owen) Homestead
t/\ Bureau County

Also Notified

Hon. Charles H. Percy State Historic FPreservation Officer

Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson, 111 Mr. Aanthouy T. Dean
Hon. Edward Madigan Director, Departwent of Conservation
Hon, Hobert H. Michel 602 State Office Building

Mr. ¥. Leroy Bend U . F0€esT Sgk_uca Springfield, Iliinois 62706

Director, Northeast Region l PHR  NRowland: pcl 6/7/73
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/ /
2.
{Cause for removal) {Date Removed)
3 02 ; 18 , 97
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated)
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(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)
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7. / /
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