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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Union Miners Cemetery encompasses approximately three acres of
land on both sides of an oiled road, and it is located approximately
one-half mile north of the Mt. Olive city park. The road which divides
the cemetery joins route 66 approximately one-half north. On the west
side of the main road a horseshoe shaped gravel road lined with dwarf
fir trees leads in and out of the cemetery. At the top of the arch is
the "Mother" Jones monument made of eighty tons-of Minnesota pink
granite, twenty-two feet high on a base twenty feet by eighteen feet.
The granite spire in the center is flanked by two bronze statues of
miners. In the center of the shaft is a bronze bas-relief plaque of
"Mother" Jones; at the base are five plaques commemorating Mary "Mother"
Jones (center), "General" Alexander Bradley (far right), and Joseph
Gitterle, E, Koemmerer, and E.W. Smith, who "Died in the Virden Massacre,
October 12, 1898“.;’?1aques on the left and right sides of the monument
bear the  names of twenty-one "Martyrs of the Progressive Miners of
America" along with the dates they were killed./ This monument, the main
feature of the cemetery, and the graves of hundreds of other miners
represent a shrine to coal miners as well as the story of coal mining
and coal unionism in Illinois for more than half a century. Since 1899
the cemetery has been the site of the annual October 12 Miners Day
Celebrations.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Union Miners Cemetery is the only union-owned cemetery in the

nation, and it contains the remains of those who participated in most
of the early major events of coal unionism in Illinois. Here is the
grave of the flamboyant "General Alexander Bradley, who in his Prince
Albert coat and silk top hat marched from mine to mine to help the
United Mine Workers of America win their first great strike in 1897.
After that the union, organized in 1890, grew rapidly in strength and
influence. Here also are buried three of the four Mt. Olive miners
killed at the Virden riot on March 12, 1898, which demonstrated
the determination of the miners to enforce the contract won the previous
year. Every year since 1899 on October 12 the cemetery has been the
scene of a miners day celebration,fwith addresses by the leading trade
unionists and political leaders of the state and nation. These cele-
brations supplied to the coal miners who attended them a sense of the
value and dignity of their occupation as well as a spirit of inspiration
and dedication to the principles of trade unionism. /Most striking is
the great granite monument dedicated October 11, 1936, in a ceremony
attended by 50,000 miners, to "Mother" Mary Jones, the colorful crusader
with the big heart who participated in many of organized labor's cam-
paigns for over fifty years. The monument was constructed by the
Progressive Mine Workers of America who broke away from the United Mine
Workers in 1932.#The story of that unfortunate dispute is represented
here. The cemetery is a unique site, unlikely to be duplicated, that
illustrates the drama of coal mining as a once common way of life, and
of coal unionism as a most important aspect of the union movement in
the United States.

By John H. Keiser, Assistant Professor of

History

Eastern Illinois University

A modest stone name-plate, "Mary 'Mother' Jones (1830-1930)," lies
flush with the grass over a grave in the Union Miners Cemetery on the
northwestern corner of this central Illinois town in the heart of a
long-idle coal field. Once a year, on the anniversary of bloody riots
in neighboring Virden on October 12, 1898, union leaders and public
officials assemble here to pay respects to the "little old woman in a
black bonnet with a high falsetto voice and a handsome face framed in
curly white hair" who labored and fought for organized workmen until
her death at the age of 100. The quotation is from Clarence Darrow,




|9

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

John H. Keiser, "The Union Miners Cemetery at Mt. Oiive Illinois
A Spirit Thread of Labor History," LXII, Journal of the Illj'.noia Stat;
Historical Society, Autumn 1969, 229-266.

L10.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONG! TUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o . - ° B " o ' . ° . "
uE ° : . ° ‘ . 39 L 52 89 43 53
SE ° ; " ° ' - =
gw Q . - o . -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 3 acres

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE,OR EQHJV PBNOARIES

STATE: CODE | COUNTY _A_, k J(\?\ CODE
A e g
A 1\1\%@\ 7 .\

STATE: CoDE | CouNTY. CoDE
i 18»& or
| (A Ay o .

STATE: CODE COUNTY =y - fo= CODE
] N\ﬂog?f- I~
o\ <G\S -

STATE: CODE | counTy: W A= i COoPE

.

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

ORGANIZATION

Eastern Illinois University

STREET ANg NUMBER:
21

J Coleman Hall

John H. Keiser, Assistant Professor of History

DATE

__March 24, 1972(

CITY OR TOWN:

Charleston

(‘2- STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAI1ION

STATE

CODE

17

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Nu-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
80.665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that 1t has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the Naticnal Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

/ x Local []

National State

Title Director, Illinois Department

of Conservation

Date April 5, 1972

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

ety

Chief, Ofice of Archeology and:?éloric Preservation

Date /(%%J/

ATTEST:

Nationual Register.

Late

GPOD 901 .087

33§

SNOI1DONylLSNI




Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [county

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM ___Macoupin
FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) m.mﬂ“ ki3 DATE
{Number all entrles) l S
#8

author-lawyer, in an introduction to her autobiography.

Mother Jones was born Mary Harris in Cork, Ireland, and was brought to
America at the age of five. She was a teacher, a dressmaker, and housewife
with four children when she was widowed in 1867 and turned to labor organ-
ization. She organized wives of striking miners in marches carrying mops
and brooms. She led a column of children in New York to protest child
labor. A military court in 1913 convicted her of conspiracy to murder, but
a Senate investigating committee set aside her conviction.

Behind the modest stone nameplate rises a tall granite shaft with a
life-size gilded statue of a coal miner on each side. This is a monument
to "martyrs of the Progressive Mine Workers of America who have given their
lives to the cause of clean unionism in America." A pair of plaques bear
the names of 20 Illinois miners who lost their lives between 1932 and 1936,
with the dates and places of their deaths. Other messages on the monument
are to the "everlasting memory...of the martyrs of the Virden riot of
October 12, 1898," and to "General' Alexander Bradley (1866-1918), as well
as to Mother Jones.

A few steps away, a large marble block erected by the United Mine
Workers honors four of its members "killed at the Virden massacre and buried
at Edwardsville." There were a total of ten miners and six guards killed
on that day of violence when a Virden operator brought 300 Negroes from the
south with 75 guards to displace strikers. Also nearby is a separate
monument to the English-born Bradley, who gained the title of '"general"
in leading an army of organizers into the coal fields of Illinois in 1897.

From: Illinois Guide and Gazetteer
Publishing date: 1969
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Josegh Ozanic, Sr
311 Benton Street
Mt. Olive, Ill 62069

June 29, 1973

Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Washington, D.C. 20240 Subj: Union Miners Cemetery
Mt. ©live (Macoupin County)
Illinois

Pear Mr. Hartzog, Pirector Entry On National Register

I am writing this letter for a most special reason, regarding
the above status, awarded to our Historic Miners Cemetery, as
of October 18, 1972, We are grateful for this recognition and
and feel greatly honored by the award as rendered.

Now this special request as herein set forth, culminates by

our contacts with our Illinois State. Pepartment of Conservation ,
Springfield, Illincis, with Mr. Anthony T. Pean, Pirector, who
has suggested I contact the National Park Service, on the matter
we presented to Director Pean., This mainly concerned an appeal

for Cemetery Care Service, thru the grass mowing season, May

thru October of each year. Hence this appeal &s follows:

At the moment we seem involved in a Technicality, which restltdd
from our misunderstanding; by which we assumed that "being
listed on the"National Register of Historic Flaces" made.this
Historic Cemetery a LandMark. Obviously this is not so, since
"Designated Historic Landmark" was not specifically stated.

Ag chairman of this Historic Union Miners €emetery, I have
written letter appeals, to our Illinois United States Senator,
Adlai Stevenson, 111, In Washington, and to Illinois Congressman,
Paul Findley, In Washington, to address themselves to the
National Park Service, in effort to get this Historic €emetery-
Designated a Historic Landmark, if at all imposible, in view of
its long historic history. I detail the highlights as follows:

1898: Cemetery was established October 1898, in honor of our
heroes, who stood and died at the Virden, Illinois, Massa-
cre, of October 12, 1898, Its fame and glory from that
massacre, flashed thru the national Coal Fields of our
country, for which this Ypnion Cemetery is known in every
coal town and coal producing community in America.

1930: "Mother" Mary Jones, died at age 100, In Baltimore, Md,
November, 1930, -.The Crand ©l1d kady &f Labor, a crusader
for labors cause, a hunanitarian in every sense, known
to coal miners and thiérffamilies everywhere, as a true
friend and benefactor, in the Textile Industry as well,
Hers is a history of courage and sacrifice unmatched in
Lahors History. By her dying wish she was buried in this
Union Miners “emetery, as over 40,000 marched to her last
resting place. Every year Mother 3ones was honored with
the Virden Martyrs, on October 12th, annually. Each of
these memorial events, drew many thousands from all areas
of our State in which tribute was given to our heroes.
The fame and history of our town and cemetery grew with
each passng year, never to be forgotten .



cont'd -
Mr, Hartzog
6=-29-1973

1936: This Cemetery and its glorious history as above related,
. was made even more historic, when an October 12, 1936,

A Beautifull Monument, 26 feet tall, 20 feet square at its
base, 80 tons of marble in all, with historic plaques, the
historic events engraved in Bronze, testify to its great
hieétoric Background, mounted all sides of this monument,
was unveiled and dedicated to the Virden Martyrs, to the
great and honorable "Mother" Mary Jones", also to the
Twenty-One Marytyrs, murdered in the Illinois Union Mine
War, forced upon the Illinois Miners in the 30's, This
stirfingcceremony,yas attended by over 50,000 people, of
which this writer was Master of Ceremonies, my greatest
honor ever. Mt. 9live became more famed than ever, and
with this honorable dedication, to the LEGACY handed us
by those died at Virden, and by the Mother Jones famous
history, our Heritage lives in perpetuity.

To the Coal Miners World in all America, this town and
communit% and State, this €emetery with its great Monument
and the "igh Ideals and Lofty Concepts, it represents,
means as much historicly to Coal Miners evefywhere thru
our land, as does the Washington monument in our Nations
Capitol, to all loyal Americans. It is of such great his-
torical significance, it deserves to be designated-a
LandMark, along with the National Registry of Historic
Placese. &hiSwould in addition provide the €emetery care
sorely needed at this time. We no longer have the man-
power on the local level, since the mines played out in
this area some 25 years ago, so we have no working active
miners anymore, such as we hgd from 1898 to 1951,

After the Historic Register status gward reached us in

early January this year, we proceeded toward finalizing
a project at the €emetery and Monument, as would befit

thisa~historic Cemetery.

-. + The great monument now stands under "Dusk To Dawn Light"
a sight to behold, as a ftar. in the night, standing tall
and proud, as tall as the High Ideals and Lofty concepts it
represents. This was phase one, now completed.

ITEM: Phase two, 1s the €emetery entrance, for which the design
and specifications are drawn, and presently pending our
reaching our goal in a fund drive to complete the entrance..

The entrance ARCH as designed would bear the letters -
MINERS UNION CEMETERY « NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK",

We assumed these letters would be roperly used, until wk&
LEARNAIdifferently by the State IElinois Pept of Conser=
vation Birector, who suggested I cohtact you in Washington,oN
this technicality, which we hope you can resolve.

ITEM: In view of the above history attached to this Cemetery,
can.y0t) and will you, issue zapdma k designation to the
already National Register of H{¢€{8 Places, given this

Cemetery? We are urging our Senators and Congressman in

Washington, to apply themselves to your Pept to help bring

about this designation,
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ITEM: Should Landmark designation, not be possible to obtain,
must we change the letters on the arch as we have how-
in ;our specification plan to avoild conflict with award
as issued on October 18, 19727 We hope sincerely we can
proceed with Cemetery Gate ARCH bearing the word LANDMARK,

The alternative would be for us to change the lettering
to National Historic Cemetery, lest the above appeal for
Landmark designation is granted.

ITEM: We are also calling upon some of our Illinois Btate
Assemblymen, to assist, by intervening before the State
of Illinois, Vepartment of Conservation, &nd before the
State Agbmbly, ifnecessary, to bring about a State of
Illinois, action, to make this a State Historic Cemetery,
which would then possibly provide us with the cemetery
care service we must have since we lack the manpower for
the care such an historic place deserves.

Wg would much prefer, the Pepartment of the Interior,
National Park Service, to grant the : designation Land-
mark, as herein seriously petitioded.

Please give this matter your utmost consideration, which
in our judgement, from knowledge of the great history it
has, would further enrich the great historic heritage of
Illinois.

do'seph Ozggﬁg; SE -~
“lemorial ners ~“emetery.

" T



S Rp—

H34-PiM JUL 1 8 1973

My, Joseph Ozanic, Sr.
311 Benton Styeet
M. Olive, Illineois 62069

Dear Mr. Ozamic:

We have received your recent letter telling us of the misunderstanding
as to the distinction between & nstional histeric landmark and enrellment
on the Natiomal Register of Historic Places by State nomination that
unfortunately arose whon the Union 'liners Cemetery was entered on the
Hatienmal Register :

»

We cammot, ss you request, within this office administratively

designate the cemestery a nationsl historic landmark. MNational landmarks
ave designated by the Secretary of the Interior under the authority of
the Historic Sites Act of 1935. The Secretary reaches his decisions
after a thorough study of potential historic landmarks within a given
period or subject field of American history is carriad out by the National
Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings. MNational Survey studies are
reviewed and evaluated by two committees of nomgovernment experts who
recotmend to the Secretary these properties that they consider te possess
national sigaificance.

Hie are enclosing a leaflet that discusses the procedures and criteris of
the National Historic Landmarks Program in greater detail.

We carried on a correspondence with Mr. Leslie F. Orear, President of
the Illineis Labor History Society, om the subject of landmark recognitiom
for the Union Miners Cemetery in 1969. ¥e expressed complete thy
with his view that labor lesders and the contribution of the can
labor movement should be recognized as one of the major facets of our
Nation's history. We make overy effort to consider historic properties
associated with the actual events or lives of natiomally important labor
leaders. ¥We believe, however, that the Union Miners Cemetery does not
seas to have a direct association with the lives and comntributiemns of
nationally important labor leaders, nor does it appear to play a
consequential role in actual events affecting the development of the
national labor movement. The criterion oa cemeteries is quite specifie,
and we do not believe that & case could be made that the persons
buried there are of transcemndent importance.



2

umumlm&unwdmhwummvw
 "Hational Historic Landmerk” on the amtrance » This is a cstegory
of historical recognitien thet the Secretary of the Iaterier is authorized
By law to grant, and it is not the same recognition as that vecently
livnl‘h-um

uhmm»uu fficult, but the use of the term Matiomal Historic
Comotery would probably be even more imappropriste. The Comgress by law
has suthorized a nusber of national cemeteries such as Fredericksburg
mmwumm.nww. These ave umits
of the Hational Park System,

mm«nmm ter did not efficially recognine
that the Unien Miners Cemetery possessed national significance. Ve
are encleosiag a leaflot on the Nationsl Register Program that
explains the procedures and meaning of the recognition granted by
entyry on the National Register in October 1972.

Your letter suggested you believed that national lendmavk
recognitien would provide for the gress maintenance cave thet is needad
especially st this season, Landmark vecognition nmu-mm
nmhmtpwahtm

we ¢anmot be morve encouraging in vesponding to the several questieas
that you raised.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) A. R. Mortensen

A. R, Yortensen
Chief Historisn
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