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2 LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

One half mile north of city park, Mt. Olive. 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Mt. Olive 

I l l inois 62069 
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C O U N T Y : 

Macoupin 117 
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[4 OWNER O F P R O P E R T Y 
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Progressive Mine Workers of America 
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31^ East Adams Street 
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CONDITION 

(Chack On*) 

• Excel ieni C X Good • Fair • D«f«rio™tBd • Ruins • Unenposed 

(Check OriB) I (Ctlack One) 

• Altered a Unaltered • Moved H Ofi gino I Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I t t t t lOWn) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Union Miners Cemetery encompasses approximately three acres of 
land on both sides of an oiled road, and it is located approximately 
one-half mile north of the Mt, Olive city park. The road which divides 
the cemetery joins route 66 approximately one-hedf north. On the west 
side of the main road a horseshoe shaped gravel road lined with dwarf 
fir trees leads in and out of the cemetery. At the top of the arch is 
the "Mother" Jones monument aade of eighty tons-of Minnesota pink 
granite, twenty-two feet high on a base twenty feet by eighteen feet. 
l!he granite spire in the center is flanked by two bronze statues of 
miners. In the center of the shaft is a bronze bas-relief plaque of 
"Mother" Jones} at the base are five plaques commemorating Mary "Mother" 
Jones (center), "General" Alexander Bradley (far right), and Joseph 
Gitterle, £, Koemmerer, and E.W. Smith, who "Died in the Virden Massacre, 
October 12, l898".>^laquee on the left and right sides of the moniunent 
bear the'names of twenty-one "Martyrs of the Progressive Miners of 
America" along with the dates they were killed.y This monument, the main ^ 
feature of the cemetery, and the graves of hundreds of other miners 
represent a shrine to coal miners as well as the story of coal mining 
and coal unionism in Illinois for more than half a century. Since I899 
the cemetery has been the site of the annual October 12 Miners Day 
Celebrations. 
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The Union Miners Cemetery is the only union-owned cemetery in the 
nation, and it contains the remains of those who participated in most 
of the early major events of coal unionism in Illinois. Here is the 
grave of the flamboyant "General Alexander Bradley, who in his Prince 
Albert coat and silk top hat marched from mine to mine to help the 
United Mine Workers of America win their first great strike in l897. 
After that the union, organized in 1890, grew rapidly in strength and 
influence. Here also are burled three of the four Mt. Olive miners 
killed at the Virden riot on March 12, 1898, which demonstrated 
the determination of the miners to enforce the contract won the previous 
year. Every year since l899 on October 12 the cemetery has been the 
scene of a miners day celebration^with addresses by the leading trade 
unionists and political leaders or the state and nation. These cele­
brations supplied to the coal miners who attended them a sense of the 
value and dignity of their occupation as well as a spirit of inspiration 
and dedication to the principles of trade unionism, /host striking is 
the great granite monument dedicated October 11, 1936, in a ceremony 
attended by 50,000 miners, to "Mother" Mary Jones, the colorful crusader 
with the big heart who participated in many of organized labor's ca»-
paigns for over fifty years. The monument was constructed by the 
Progressive Mine Workers of America who broke away from the United Mine 
Workers in 1932,Xlhe story of that unfortunate dispute is represented 
here. The cemetery is a unique site, unlikely to be duplicated, that 
illustrates the drama of coal mining as a once common way of life, and 
of coal unionism as a most important aspect of the union movement in 
the United States. 

By John H. Reiser, Assistant Professor of 
History 
Eastern Illinois University 

A modest stone name-plate, "Mary 'Mother' Jones (183O-1930)," lies 
flush with the grass over a grave in the Union Miners Cemetery on the 
northwestern corner of this central Illinois town in the heart of a 
long-idle COEII field. Once a year, on the anniversazr of bloody riots 
in neighboring Virden on October 12, 1898, union leaders and public 
officials assemble here to pay respects to the "little old woman in a 
black bonnet with a high falsetto voice and a handsome face framed in 
curly white hair" who labored and fought for organized workmen until 
her death at the age of 100. The quotation is from Clarence Darirow, 
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#8 
author-lawyer, in an introduction to her autobiography. 

Mother Jones was born Mary Harris i n Cork, Ireland, and was brought to 
America at the age of five. She was a teacher, a dreseonaker, and housewife 
with four children when she was widowed i n 186? and turned to labor organs 
ization. She organized wives of striking miners i n marches carrying mops 
and brooms. She led a column of children in New Tork to protest child 
labor. A military court in 1913 convicted her of conspiracy to murder, but 
a Senate investigating committee set aside her conviction. 

Behind the modest stone nameplate rises a t a l l granite shaft with a 
l i f e - s i z e gilded statue of a coal miner on each side. This i s a monument 
to "martyrs of the Progressive Mine Workers of America who have given their 
lives to the cause of clean unionism i n America." A pair of plaques bear 
the names of 20 I l l i n o i s miners who lost their lives between 1932 and 1936, 
with the dates and places of their deaths. Other messages on the monument 
are to the "everlasting memory.,,of the martyrs of the Virden riot of 
October 12, 1898," and to "General" Alexander Bradley (1866-1918), as well 
as to Mother Jones, 

A few steps away, a large marble block erected by the United Mine 
Workers honors four of i t s members " k i l l e d at the Virden massacre and buried 
at Edwardsville." There were a total of ten miners and six guards k i l l e d 
on that day of violence when a Virden operator brought 300 Negroes from the 
south with 75 guards to displace strikers. Also nearby i s a separate 
monument to the English-born Bradley, who gained the t i t l e of "general" 
in leading an army of organizers into the coal fields of I l l i n o i s i n l897. 

From: I l l i n o i s Guide and Gazetteer 

Publishing date: 1969 
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Joseph Ozanlc, Sr 
311 "enton Street 
Mt. Olive, 111 62069 

June 29, 1973 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Bear Mr. Hartzog, Director 

SubJJ Union Miners Cemetery 
Mt. Olive (Macoupin County)  
I l l i n o i s  

^^ntry On National Register 

I am w r i t i n g t h i s l e t t e r for a most s p e c i a l reason, regarding 
the above status, awarded to our H i s t o r i c Winers Cemetery, as 
of October 18, 1972, We are gr a t e f u l f o r t h i s r e c o g n i t i o n and 
and f e e l greatly honored by the award as rendered. 

Mow t h i s s p e c i a l request as herein set f o r t h , culminates by 
our contacts with our I l l i n o i s State, ^^epartment of Conservation . 
S p r i n g f i e l d , I l l i n o i s , with Mjt, Anthony T. Bean, D i r e c t o r , who 
has suggested I contact the National Park Service, on the matter 
we presented to Director ©ean, This mainly concerned an appeal 
for Cemetery Care Service, thru the grass mowing season. May 
thru October of each year. Hgnce t h i s appeal &s f o l l o w s : 

At the moment we seem involved i n a Te c h n i c a l i t y , which r e s u l t e d 
from our misunderstanding; by which we assumed that "being 
l i s t e d on the"National Register of H i s t o r i c Places" made^thls 
H i s t o r i c Cemetery a LandMark, Obviously t h i s i s not so, since 
"Designated H i s t o r i c Landmark" was not s p e c i f i c a l l y stated* 

As chairman of t h i s H i s t o r i c Union Miners ^emetery, I have 
written l e t t e r appeals, to our I l l i n o i s United States Senator, 
A d l a i iJtevenson, 111, In Washington, and to I l l i n o i s Congressman, 
Paul Findley, In ''Washington, to address themselves to the 
National Park Service, i n e f f o r t to get t h i s H i s t o r i c '^emetery-
Designated a H i s t o r i c Landmark, i f at a l l Imposlble, i n view of 
i t s long h i s t o r i c h i s t o r y , I d e t a i l the h i g h l i g h t s as fo l l o w s ; 

1898; Cemetery was established October 1898, i n honor of our 
heroes, who stood and died at the Virden, I l l i n o i s , Massa­
cre, of October 12, 1698, I t s fame and glory from that 
massacre, flashed thru the national Coal F i e l d s of our 
country, for which t h i s ytilon ^emetery i s known i n every 
coal town and coal producing community i n America. 

1930: "Mother" Mary Jones, died at age 100, In Baltimore, Md, 
November, 1930. - ,The Grand ©Id Lady 6f Labor, a crusader 
fo r labors cause, a hunanltarlan In every sense, known 
to coal miners and th i e r f f i a m i l i e s everywhere, as a true 
f r i e n d and benefactor, i n the T e x t i l e Industry as w e l l ^ 
Hers Is a h i s t o r y of courage and s a c r i f i c e unmatched i n 
Ifabors H i s t o r y , By her dying wish she was buried i n t h i s 
Union Miners ^emetery, as over 40,000 marched to her l a s t 
r e s t i n g place. Every year Mother Jones was honored with 
the Virden Martyrs, on October 12th, annually. Each of 
these memorial events, drew many thousands from a l l areas 
of our ̂ tate i n which t r i b u t e was given to our heroes. 
The fame and his t o r y of our town and cemetery grew with 
each passng year, never to be forgotten . 



cont'd -2-
Mr. Hartzog 
6-29-1973 
1936: This Cemetery and I t s glorious h i s t o r y as above r e l a t e d , 

was made even more h i s t o r i c , when on October 12, 1936, 
A B e a u t l f u l l Monument, 26 feet t a l l , 20 feet square at i t s 
base, 60 tons of marble i n a l l , with h i s t o r i c plaques, the 
h i s t o r i c events engraved i n Bronze, t e s t i f y to i t s great 
h i e t o r i c Background, mounted a l l sides of t h i s monument, 
was unveiled and dedicated to the Virden Martyrs, to the 
great and honorable "Mother" Mary Jones", also to the 
Twenty-One Maryturs, murdered i n the I l l i n o i s Union Mine 
War, forced upon the I l l i n o i s Miners i n the 30's. This 
stirringcceremony,(t;as attended by over 50,000 people, of 
which t h i s w riter was Master of Ceremdinles, my greatest 
honor ever. Mt, Oiive became more famed than ever, and 
with t h i s honorable dedication, to the LEGACY handed us 
by those died at Virden, and by the Mother Jones famous 
h i s t o r y , our Heritage l i v e s i n perpetuity. 

To the Coal Miners World i n a l l America, t h i s town and 
community and State, t h i s ^emetery with i t s great 'Monument 
and the "Igh Ideals and Lofty Concepts, i t represents, 
means as much h i s t o r i c l y to Coal Miners everywhere thru 
our land, as does the Washington monument i n our Nations 
C a p i t o l , to a l l l o y a l Americans. I t i s of'such great h i s ­
t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , i t deserves to be designated a 
LandMark, along with the National Registry of H i s t o r i c 
Places. This would i n addition provide the ̂ emetery care 
sorely needed at t h i s time. We no longer have the man­
power on the l o c a l l e v e l , since the mines played out i n 
thlB area some 25 years ago, so we have no working active 
miners anymore, such as we hqd from 1898 to 1951, 

Aftee the H i s t o r i c ^egister status toward re-ached us In 
early January t h i s year, we proceeded toward f i n a l i z i n g 
a project at the Cemetery and l'k)nument, as would b e f i t 
t h i s a - h i s t o r i c Cemetery, 

~ . . • The great monument now stands under "Dusk To Dawn L i g h t " 
a sight to behold, as a §tar_ i n the night, standing t a l l 
and proud, as t a l l as the High Ideals and Lofty concepts i t 
represents. This was phase one, now completed. 

ITEM: Phase two, i s the Cemetery entrance, for which the design 
and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s are drawn, and presently pending our 
reaching our goal i n a fund drive to complete the entrance. 

The entrance ARCH as designed would bear the l e t t e r s -
MINERS UNION CEMETERY - NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK". 

'''e assumed these l e t t e r s would be properly used, u n t i l u)̂ ^ 
X^/f/V^/^differently by the State I l l i n o i s Dept of Conser­
vation d i r e c t o r , who suggested I contact you In î ashlngton,£)V 
t h i s t e c h n i c a l i t y , which we hope you can r e s o l v e , 

ITEM: In view of the above h i s t o r y attached to t h i s ^emetery, 
can-i^tJ-t^ and v ; l l l you, issue Landmark designation to the 
already National Register of f t ^ £ S & i S Places, given t h i s 
Cemetery? We are urging our Senators and Congressman i n 
Washington, to apply themselves to your fept to help bring 
about t h i s designation* 

ITEM: 

1 



cont'd 
Mr, Hartzog 
6-29-1973 

-3-

ITEM: Should Landmark designation, not be possible to obtain, 
must we change the l e t t e r s on the arch as we have how._ 
i n •( our s p e c i f i c a t i o n plan to avoid c o n f l i c t with award 
as issued on October IB, 1972? We hope s i n c e r e l y we can 
proceed with Cemetery Gate ARCH bearing the word LANDMARK, 

The a l t e r n a t i v e would be for us to change the l e t t e r i n g 
to National H i s t o r i c Cemetery, l e s t the above appeal f o r 
Landmark designation Is granted, 

ITEM: We are also c a l l i n g upon some of our I l l l n o i s ^ t a t e 
Assemblymen, to a s s i s t , by intervening before the State 
of I l l i n o i s , i^epartment of Conservation, fend before the 
State Asfembly, Ifnecessary, to bring about a State of 
I l l i n o i s , action, to make t h i s a State H i s t o r i c Cemetery, 
which would then possibly provide us with the cemetery 
care service we must have since we lack the manpower f o r 
the care such an h i s t o r i c place deserves. 

would much prefer, the department of the I n t e r i o r , 
National Park Service, to grant the • de§±gnatlon Land­
mark, as herein seriously p e t l t i o d e d . 

Please give t h i s matter your utmost consideration, which 
i n our judgement, from knowledge of the great h i s t o r y i t 
has, would further enrich the great h i s t o r i c heritage of 
I l l l n o i s . 

Memorial Miners *'emetery. 



> -

'jULl8 1973 

Mr. , A M H ^ Osnil€, Sr. 

DMor̂  Mr. OSMIC: ; ' 

W« hffiF* 7oe«iy«(i your r«emtt l«tt«Hr t«IliAs ^ tk* ttisiiad«rst«uiding 
«s to thm 4istiw^i0» bctvMa « aatlea»l Mstmrle Imimak and •nrttllwrnt 
m tk* Nfttioaal R«gi«t«r of tlistorie hy Stmtm aottliuitimi tlutt 
miimtmrnfly mrmm wkMi tk* iMUm Minors Ctmtmgf wut î torod m tko 
NotioBAl RM^tor, ' • 

Wo CMMt. as you ro<|tttst« trltklx tkls oi^teO'tdolaiistnitivol/ 
AMtf ots ^ * coootiay « aotioaol historic lasMkuixt. Wstloool liwihuirt'O 
«yo dooifMitod hy tk* Soer*t«tr of the Intorior amior tko wctiio^ily of 
tko Mstorie Sitos Aet of i9SS* Iko Soorotsoy roiuBhos kis iloeisiiHis 
oftwr « tiMMnMgb tttiiiy ef pot««tiol kistorio Itthtaorks ifithia o givwi 
foiiod or oidiioet fi«14 of ARorieon historx is amtiwd ovt hy th* Mstioaol 
fmnroy of liistwrie SitM ami ^Itiings* iitiomii Surm^ stiniios sro 
loylswd ovotaotoel hy two e«aaittoos of noMgosonMHnt «qi«rts idkO 
r*e«n*iii to tko Socrot«r)r tiiMO fon^pta^JM tiMt liMgr mmjim to posooss 
ftoticmsl sigaifiesBeo* {''-̂  • 

If* «ro oBolosiag o looflot ^ t 4isc»ss«s th« proeoctoos SHMI arit««t« of 
tk* Notiofiol Historic LotKbasi^s ProgrwB in groator iiotoil# ' ^' '"y"^" \ ...i 

Mo earrioi tm a corraspenidonc* vitk }|r. Losiio P. droar^ FrosidMt of 
tko Illlnois Labor History Society, oa the subjset of laadaark recognition 
for tko UiiioK Mi»»cs Coootoxy ia IMf. Wo oaq̂ EToosott ooMftloto i^nuo^ 
vitk kis viov tk«t iiibor iMdomi md tko CMitrikirtiion of tfew AMnriLoao 
lab99 ooyaoont î oultf k« rocognisod as ono of tko aojor f«e*ts of our 
tlaiiOB*s kistoxy, Vo «al» every effort to «a«isi4or kisterie proportioo 

fctod witk tko oetnal ovoats or livos of notimaAlly is^rtant liAor 
Ho bsliovo, hoooror, tkot tko Uoioo iOxmn Qtmtmey litoos not 

to have a diroet aoooclotUwi witk tko livot OMI oantriburiUUnRi of 
wMm$Llly ii^wrtaat IdbMr Imiiam, mt <to«i it a|i|MNHr to flay a 
MWiaqiiantial role in actual orents affectini; tke d*vele$w*iit of tliA ^ 
aatimol labor WMaoant. Itio erit«rioa m eimterios is ^oite spociile« 
Md «• do £iot k*liovo tkat a ess* could bo Mido thot lital pum^M 
kwriod tkoro are of transco»d«at iiSĵ ertaneo. 

•« 
> 

? ' 

A. 

' V ' j T . . . . . . . 



W« roffot to toll yem tkst it uMioid iwt ko ^ro^ato to os* tke words 
"llati«»ol Historic iMdHork" oo tko ootnooo avNi. This is a ootofsry 
of kistoriool r*eo|9ftitioo tkat «ho Socrotary of thm l«tori«r is «»itkorisod 
ky law to grant, aad it is oot tk* soo* reaogoltioo os tkat ro«*titly 
l^van ^ o*awtory. ... , . i:^: 

m 4m mum wisk to bo difflealt, bot tko use of tko feMm Motioool ttistorie 
GMWtovf mai4 iwokidiiy ko ovoa wvo iM^pwoi^oto. Tko Cmgtoss by liar 
kai mtkorisod a magkor of notioiuil oonstorios tocii as Fvo^tori^i^oarg 
iiotlttMl C*a*tory sad Fort Ooaolscm Matieosl Coootogy. Ikoso «ro mits 
of tko ttetional Park Systfta. • 

l » r o t l M « t 00 tko Krtiooai Rogistor did oot off ieiol ly votOfsiM 
tkot tk* OaloA Mtiiors Caoitory |itossossod ootlMol stgniflcoaco. Ho 
sr* eaelosiog « oo tko Matioool i *gist«r Pfogioo tkot 
•jqplaiss tk* proooduos aad oaoaiag of tko rooogoitioo giootod ky •̂ 
*ntry o« tko Hatioosl Sogistor in Oetc^or 1972. 

Yowr l4^tor soggostikl tkst yoo believed tkot aatioool laodaark 
rasofwitioo ooidd provid* t»r tko fnos oal»t«Mm«o ocro tkat is aoodod 
oi^aetolly ot tkis soosoo. Laateigi M^pi i t ioo i s kmorary Md effects 
so ckMgo ia oMooraAtip or MiotMaaoo. 

tko MMoriol Hioors Ceaotory or^misotiM is to ko Maowdod for i ts 
offiMTts to po«70toat« aad jrreporly protoet tko oreots onl isoMMiatioo 
footwros aasoylatod witk tko Vmlm I&MVS raMtOfy. Ms regret î iaA 
oo OMOOt ko M M Mj tKMi l ig io MSpoadti^ t » t , Mi|HW| fMOtiMt 
tkat yw raised. 

fliMNnrOly yoMOft;: 

•y ..••r--"'.v: ...... ^.-f.-•- ^' '.. 

* ' , - (Sgd.) A. R. Mortensen 

'•'.jj;- '̂ '"p-' f Msrteasea 

''~*̂llksl osoros 
PHH:HJ Sheelyrac 7/16/73 

cc: Mr. Anthony Dean -
Director, Dept. of Conservation ir • : .Ti*'?' 
102 State Office Building 
400 South Spring Street ' r;'' ' 
Springfield, I l l i n o i s 62706 t^/c /yjc-

bcc: «l!>irector. Northeast Region o/c of ioc. »̂ SIC PILE HETAIKED IH HH 
LI ''^Jr; -it: 
PHR-Pr. Murtagh - w/c of inc. ^ 

Skeely - w/c of inc. ^ ^ i 
f.:..f.. , : J HP-Ill.-Union Miners Cemetery 

'• VJ. : 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE l U i l t W i a 

Date Entered 
OCT 1 8 1972 

Name Location 

Onion Miaers Ceraetery Mt. Oliva 
Mae<Mqpla County 

Also Wotified 

Bon. Charles H. Percy 
Bon. M l a i E. St«vensoa, XXZ 
Bon. George S. Shipley 

Director, Itorthsaet Region 

HR NRowland:mm 10/18/72 

State LiaisMi Officer 
Hr, Beary H. Barkkaosen 
Director 
DepartBMit ef Conaervation 
102 Stata Ctffice Boildlag 
400 Sooth Spring Street 
SpriagfUld, lUinois 62706 


