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[!7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
CONDITION [C] Excellent [3d Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated ] Ruins [C] Unexposed
exterior (Check One) (Check One)
@ Altarad (] Unaltered [} Moved (X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present and Historical Location:

The hotel is situated on a limestone bluff over-looking the Ohio
River.’

The original McFarlan's Tavern was a two-story, two-room building
constructed of grey brick said to have been hauled downriver by flatboat
from Pittsburgh, the room on each floor was 21 feet square, as was the
limestone cellar beneath. The walls were a foot thick, the sills used
in the building were massive trees cut into halves, the original build-
ing is now the lobby and office of the Rose Hotel.

In 1§ﬁ8 the front of the house facing -he river was extended east
with the addition of four 13-foot square rooms. A dining room addition,
21 by 27 feet, was in 1865, at the end of the Civil War.

In 1866.the covered, two-story porch and stairway were added. In
1882 a "summer house" or pavilion was built on the edge of the bluff in
front of the hotel.

In 1881 the sample or display room at the rear of the hotel with a
passage-way between the two buildings was added. Salesmen or 'drummers'
as they were called displayed their wares to buyers who would come from
the town and surrounding countryside.

The hotel has a total of 14 rooms. The grey exterior has been
painted white and a new roof has been added along with screens and
storm windows.

The hotel is seventy feet wide and has a ten foot wide porch across
the entire width of the building.

THE ROSE HOTEL

The original building, probably a residence, of the Rose Hotel was
two stories high.with a single room on each floor. It had a chimney
on the west wall. In style it was a simplified combination of various
Bastern architectural types and, as such, testifies to the nostalgia
of the early settlers in Illinois for buildings in the East.

The Rose Hotel recalls faintly the early Colonial mode of building
in Virginia and the later Georgian. In its planning, the proportions
of its facade, the arrangement of doors and windows in the facade, and
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McFarlan_ House is said to have been built in 1812 by James
McFarlan,, an early settler and Captain of the Big Creek Militia,
proprietor of an early ferry, and founder of Elizabethtown, which was
named for his wife. McFarlan was the first in a line of five James
McFarlans. In 1834 the hotel was deeded to James McFarlan, Jr.

From then until the golden era of steamboating ended shortly after
the turn of the present century, the old hotel was an important stopping
point for riverboats and land travelers. In the early years the United
States Salines north of Elizabethtown, near Equality, brought a steady

" traffic of wagons carrying salt for settlers in Kentucky and Tennessee.
Many used the ferries at Elizabethtown and Cave-inRock upriver.

In the days of heavy river traveling a packet made the run between
Paducah, Kentucky and Evansville, Indiana gtopping daily @&t Elizabethtown
for passengers and freight.

The summer house which sits in front of the hotel was flooded by the
disastrous 1913 flood of the Ohio River. The flooding led to litigation
to determine ownership of the bluff and rivers' edge, and the decision
in favor of Mrs. Charlotte Rose Gullet, the owner of the hotel at that
time, has been cited in numerous court cases, since that time.

Though specific concrete evidence is lacking to justify its actual
construction date, the Rose Hotel, is one of the oldest structures in
Illinois. It was, until its closing two years ago, the oldest hotel in
continuous operation in the same building in Illinois. As a part of
early Illinois history, it is indeed worthy of National Register recog-
nition.
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{l2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State l.iaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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National |
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Title Director, Illinois Department
of Conservation

June 15, 1971

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology an istoric Preservation

/dgﬂié”/§z——

Date
ATTEST:
i v 7
Keeper of The National Regﬁrer
Late /l u ) Q 2
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(Number all entries)  No. 7 Continued - Description

in the pitch of the roof, it is reminiscent of colonial houses. In addition,
certai n details such as the rectangular transom and the window-heads re-
call the early Georgian Style.

As enlarged, the facade was expanded according to the original style.
The covered, two-story porch and stairway, added in 1866, although
survivals of the French architecture in the Mississippi Valley, are presented
with the details that belong stylistically to the 1860's.

The combination of Eastern and French Styles in the Rose Hotel test-
ifies to the convergence of these two influential cultural streams from the
East and South in lower Illinois.

Koeper, Frederick Illinois Architecture (Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press) 1968 p. 108.

Morrison, Hugh Early American Architecture (New York: Oxford Univer-
sity Press) 1952.

Henry Lionel Willimas and Ottalie K. Williams, A Guide to Old American
Houses 1700-1900 (New York: A.S. Barnes and Company, Inc.) 1962.

Written by Susan Sorrell

I1linois Structures Survey

GPO 921.724
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