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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of the Prairie Avenue District has undergone successive changes
since the establishment, at the mouth of the Chicago River one and one-half
miles to the north, of Fort Dearborn in 1803 by the federal government.

The area at that time was on the western edge of Lake Michigan, Moving
westward away from the Lake, were sand dunes, swamp and the great midwestern
prairie. This was the setting for the Fort Dearborn Massacre of 1812. The
area no longer resembles its origins, but has been absorbed into the texture
of Chicago. Surveyed and subdivided, this area was annexed to Chicago upon
its incorporation as a city in 1837. This brought about the gradual level-
ing and grading of the properties and its development into a residential
neighborhood, which reached a climax at the turn-of-the-century. By 1900,
the streets laid out in a grid, were lined with the mansions of Chicago's
elite.

During the 1920s and 1930s demolitibﬂwbeéén on the 0ld mansions. Their
original inhabitants gone, having moved to the Near North Side and the
suburbs, the buildings were subdivided and neglected causing the area to
decay. Light industry and commercial tenants moved into the remaining
structures during the late 1940s and 1950s. With the exception of the four
component buildings of the district, the area is vacant land but for the
intersection of Indiana Avenue and 18th Street which contains the last
remnants of this decaying period, one commercial structure and a few
dilapidated dwelling units.

FORT DEARBORN MASSACRE SITE: “The ‘lands¢ape at'the time of the Fort Dearborn|
Massacre no longer exists. This has been so for at least a century.
Although the massacre occurred over a broad area, traditionally the site

- was marked by an old cottonwood tree which stood in the middle of 18th
Street. 1In 1893 this tree was cut down due to old age and a monument
dedicated to commemorate this event was erected immediately to the east
of the tree's location. Because of vandalism, the monument has since
been removed. It is presently housed in the Chicago Historical Society
Building in Lincoln Park. There is sufficient documentation to redetermine
the locations of both the tree and monument.

(see continuation sheets)
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4. continued.

Gaylord Products, Incorporated

1918 South Prairie Avenue

Chicago, Illinois

Medalist Division of

Cahners Publishing Company, Inc.

5 South Wabash Avenue

Chicago, Illinois

The Exchange National Bank, Trust: #7490 .
130 South LaSalle Street

Chicago, Illinois .

‘Harry Velkovitz

address unknown at thls tlme

Chicago Title and Trust Co., Trust # 510561

111 West Washlngton Street
Chicago, Illinois o
Swiss Products Company

1811 South Indiana Avenue
Chicago, Illinois : o
Gaylord Products, INcorporated
1918 .South Prairie Avenue
Chicago, Illinois . - 4
Vogue Tyre and Rubber Company
1935 South Indiana, Avenue
Chlcago, Illinois

Public right-of-way

- City of Chicago

City Hall
121 North Lasalle Street
Chicago, Illinois

6. confinued,

Glessner House--Historic Amerlcan Bulldlng Survey, Federal

Kimball House———Hlstorlc American

survey of Prairie Avenue area ca.
Library of Congress
Washington, D. C.
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GLESSNER HOUSE 1800 South Prairie Avenue

Condition: . excellent
Exterior unaltered, interior altered
Original site

HABS Survey 1960 and 1963.

The house is modified’ Romanesque in style, characterized by ‘rugged
masonry, a round arch motif, striking window-wall relatLonshlps, and a
simple geometric form defined by the’ relatlonshlp of ‘walls to ‘the red-tiled,
gabled roof. The only extraneous ornamentation complements handsomely the
sophlstlcated handling of exterior masenty for which Richardson was so
famous. There is the beginning:date.of constructlon,.AD 1886, chiseled ‘in
‘the chimney along Eighteenth Street, and Richardson's monogram cut into the
capital of the center colonette, or small column, found at the second floor
-level of the Prairie Avenue w1ndows. : o

On the southern end of the Pralrle Avenue facade is a carrlage entrance,
‘or porte—cochere. Originally, its dOOr cOns1sted of two heavy oaken panels
with iron straps and latches. These have ‘since ‘been removed ‘and ‘replaced
with a metal door, similar t5‘what 1s often found on. a. typlcal garage.

There is also a pedestrlal entrance w1thout steps 51tuated roughly
at the center of the Prairie Avenue: elevatlon, a stone arch embedded above
it. Panelled 'in oak w1th iron hardware, this entrance door hag a large.
‘square window set behing an ornamental 1ron grill. Since the basement
rises above the ground plane, this door, from the inside, is actually below
the first floor level, so the vlsltor.faces a staircase immediately upon
entering. : ' o ‘ B e '

At the ground level on Pralrle are four basement w1ndows, two on "
either side of the door, each masked ‘behing a grill- of granite “blocks. ‘On
the first floor are four generous w1ndows,'aga1n two on each side of the
door.. And on the second floor is a. strlng of tén colonette windows. - Above
the porte-cochere are two narrow w1ndows, above “them at . the second floor
level is another, wider.

Along Eighteenth Street rests a 'spectaecular arched entryway. ~Beauti-
fully proportioned, and a Richardson trademark, this was, surprlsxngly
enough, a side entrance used most often by the servants. Only a handful
of windows are spotted along Elghteenth, each just wide enough.to admit
sufficient light to the corridors and kitchen. The stable sits at the
extreme west end along Eighteenth, a cupola situated on the roof where the
stable joins the main building.
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modified turrets which- projected into the court where the- dlnlng room, main

‘the master bedroom, normally found on the second or third level of a house

which flowed into the dining room. Also on the first floor were the kitchen,

7. (GLESSNER HOUSE) continued. (page 2 of 12 pages)

These two street elevations were the cause of much of the neighbor's
uproar. Unlike the surrounding homes .that opened to the noise and dirt of
the street, Glessner House had few windows along the thoroughfares. Those
that did exist were set into deep reveals, leaving the street viewer with
the impression that they had been punched into the walls as an afterthought.
The neighbors were shocked that the house broke with tradition, and what's
more they were convinced that it must be. dark and dreary inside.

True, the house turned its back - to ‘the. hub bub of the c1ty streets.
But to compensate for it, Richardson de31gned an L- shaped plan that allowed
most of the principal rooms and the curved stone staircase of the main
entrance to open onto a quiet: lnterlor courtyard. Brlght and - spac1ous, the
court was landscaped and the walls on this side of the house were faced w1th
pinkish brick and trimmed at ‘the lintels and srlls with limestone. To
avoid the monotony of plain wall surfaces, Richardson introduced three

entrance, .and interior circular- stalrcase were located. Although the house
was L-shaped in plan, with the stable extension the entire complex formed
a large U, with the base runnlng along Elghteenth. .

The main entrance. off the court brought the vrsrtor 1nto the formal,
furnished hallway on the first floor,: Directly in front of him was the
panelled stairway leading down to the Prairie Avenue" ‘entrance,. above which
hung a cork-lined musicians' balcony. - To the right if this staircase was

built in the 1880s. To the left. of the stairs.was the library and the main
staircase to the second floor. Then across the hall was the formal parlor -

pantrles and servants' corrldors.

The second floor was.given over to another furnished hallway, bedroéms
and a conservatory. Both Frances's and George's rooms, as. well ‘as one
guest room, ran along the Pralrle Avenue smde._ Across the hall ‘'was a
second,. smaller guest room. 'This opened onto the conservatory, located
above the dining room. . Then behind this, over the kitchen area, were the
servants' quarters. There were also servants’ ‘rooms and storage areas over
the stable. A butler's room, sewing room and,more storage areas filled
the attic. = PR - v - -

NS

The basement, of course, housed: storagé.and the original coal-burning
furnace. Since George's health did not permit his participation in a
normal classroom situation, Glessner had a 1arge school room installed
in the basement. It was located beneath the master bedroom’ and was entered
from either the stairs off Prairie or from the circular stalrway in the
turret tower at the south end of the house. This stairway also connected
the family bedrooms and the attic, and.is the only passageway that extends
the full height of the house. &




DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

Uvoly 1969) ’77 2 NATJONAL PARK SERVICE Illinois

STER OF HISTORIC PLACES [SoUN™

FOR NP$S USE ONLY

ENTRY E DATE

: - <
(Number all MM.W

7. (GLESSNER HOUSE) continued. (page 3 of 12 pages)

Oak covered the floors of the principal rooms; lined the walls in the
library, parlor, halls and dining room;'and'as,wainscdtting three feet high,
panelled the tower staircase, bedroom corridors, -and servants' passageways.
Huge oaken beams resting on wrought-iron supports formed the ceilifig in the
main entry hall, library, and dining room. Fir panelling and beams were used
in the school room, this wood better res1st1ng dampness, - The walls of the
bathrooms, first floor servants corridor, the kitchen, and the stable are
glazed white tile. e R . . :

Mr. ‘Glessner noted in" a letter to the chlldren, written in 1924 that
the walls "are lined with Hollow brick, to which the plasterlng is’ attached
without laths, so therxe is no place for mlce behind the plasterlng " He,
contlnued' '

"Either the floors are deadened or the. celllngs doubled, or both,.

so that sounds do not carry through the house. : : L
"The house responds: it seems avallable for almost any soc1a1 functlon.
Large companies have been entertalned in it comfortably and easily;
there are two or more entrances. or ‘exits to every pr1nc1pal room,
so that it is easy to move about,. and passages are so planned that
our servants are rarely 1n ev1dence w- ;

"Mr. Richardson 1n515ted on one or'two small extravagances; fine
imported marbles in parlor'and hall mantels} imported washbowls from
the English factories of Meyer-Sniffen, because more .generous in 51ze
that those to. be had here, silver plate on plumblng fixtures....He
was particular about the stair rajls and balusters. . Of the latter
there are five different patterns, one of each on. each step, all '
slender, graceful, fine, reproductlons from some’ dlstlngulshed old:
. Colonial house--the Longfellow house at Cambrldge, if my memory is-
not at fault—--but I dlstlnctly remember that they cost one. dollar each.“

' -There are eleven: flreplaces,'some w1th elaborate palnted tiles,. some
marble. Be51des a flreplace, the school room also had a huge brass radiating
panel masklng a series of coiled steam pipés. .There was a circylar bay
window in the dining room and conservatory. Clear-or cut-glass knobs
decorated the doors. : ' : '

The main entrdnce in the court was used when arr1v1ng by carrlage. A
‘series of gently curving stone stairs. led to a circular wall with curved
window and door. The opening in the door was yellow glass pressed between
two sheets of white cut.glass, which always left the hallway. flooded in a
cheerful, sunny glow whether or not the sun shone. Throughout the house ran
an extensive buzzer system for summoning servantst. And in the dining room
light flxture, Richardson even incorporated a rheostat.
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Although the house was wired for electricity, it was initially 1lit
with gas. ©Later, when the city ran'electric .lines south to include the
Prairie Avenue district, the. gas fixtures were converted.

Richardson's firm designed some of the library and dining room
furniture, with the large desk in the" library fashioned after Richardson's
own. A good deal of the family's other furniture was designed by Isaac
Scott, who lived with them for a time and tutored the children. The pieces
in Frances's room were designed by Francis Bacon. '

During theyearsof Prairie Avenue's prime, artistic tastes and styles
were changing and breaking with tradition. As did many wealthy families
of the time, the Glessners collected art of all kinds, styles, and periods.
Sculpture, palntlng, etchings, engrav1ngs, rare books, and vases crowded
. the rooms.

In his letter to Frances and George descrlblng the various collectlons,
Glessner says: 5 : : : '

"...there are several William Mdrris floor rugs: designed and woven
especially for this house, and some anthue and unusual rugs. There
are Morris curtains and portleres, the most important ‘and’ typical
of which -had the pattern drawn on, the silk-by Mr. Morris's own hand,
and much, but not all, of the embr01dery done by your mother "

"The wall papers were also Morrls de51gns, and - when renewed have
been continued in exactly thé same patterns and colors as when first
put on, except in the parlor, where the design and execution in.
paint on burlaps were by William Prettyman, a dlstlngulshed Engllsh
.artist.” .

Old plctures would seem to. 1ndlcate that nearly every square inch of
space in the house was occupled by art objects or furniture. Even so,.
the interiors were always tastefully and simply handled. But for all the
money spent on art and learning, the grates and metal furniture for
fireplaces were rescued from oblivion in junk shops, because they seemed
better fitted for the places 1ntended than modern work.",_’

2 \

By the time the architects and constrgction"crews left the site in
December of 1887, the cost of the land and house combined totalled
$125,000. And that does not include all that was spent on the furnishings
and art filling many of the 35 rooms and stretchlng across ~roughly
19, 000 square feet of space.
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KIMBALL HOUSE 1801 South Prairie Avenue

Condition: Good ,
Exterior unaltered, interior altered
Original site

HABS Survey 1960 and 1965

With the exception of the GLESSNER HOUSE, the man51ons on Prairie
Avenue followed the vogue of ‘the day and were designed in styles derived
from architecture of the past. The Kimball House was no exception.
Patterned byiarchitect Solon S. Beman after the 12th centure Chateau de’
Josselin, in the old French province of Brittany, it'is significant today '
because it portrays a way of 11fe long 51nce gone from the Chlcago-—and
American--scene.

In his Old Chicago Houses, John Drury cites the Kimball HouSe as
Chicago's finest example of the French Chateau style of architecture. Indeed
its significance as typifying this style is recognized nationally today.
Marcus Whiffen, architectural historian and author of American Architecture
Since 1780: A Guide to the Styles, includes a photograph of the Kimball
House among the illustrations he gives to' the "ChateaueSque"hstyle.

The "Chateauesque" style, according to Whiffen, is characterlzed by
masonry construction, asymmetrlcal plans, and’ 51lhouettes with high, steep-
i sides, hip roofs rising to a ridge.or a flat top. These roofs are sur-—

mounted by metal railings or open—work metal cresting. Dormer .windows w1th
high, pinnacled gables or sharply pltched.pedlments are universal to the
style. Windows are divided vertically and horizontally by masonry mullions -
and transoms. In the Kimball House, -all these characteristics are found.

The Kimball House has a majestic, exterior of Bedford 1imeStone Sheathing
a wood frame. Footings are of llmestone,'supportlng a basement, two full
stories, and a third story and attic behind a steep ‘'slate hip, roof ¢rowned
w1th an ornamental iron- ralled gallery and copper trim.

As is characteristic of the revival of .the l6th century Francis I-
style, today referred to as "Chateauesque," the house 'is topped by a complex
mass of steeply sloping roof shapes-—hlpped, gabled, conical--punctuated
with dormer windows; balustrades; tall, slender chimneys with corbeled tops;
and numerous copper-clad finials. Protective copper sheathing was used
generously on the roof, and its soft green patina adds to.the beauty and
well-preserved look of the house as a whole. '

L ( .

Windows are of various shapes and sizes--curved and flat, arched and
rectangular, large and small. In nearly every window, stone mullions and
transoms separate the. panes of glass. The glass in some of the transoms is
—adad— =
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7. (KIMBALL HOUSE) continued. (page 6 of 12 pages)

Although the general shape of the house is rectangular, its massing,
like the roof line, is irregular, made up of .numerous projections extending
beyond the plan of the building: bay windows, bow windows, oriels, and
such smaller architectural elements as string courses, brackets,: balustrades,
and pilasters with heaVily ornamented Comp051te capitals

The front facade, on Prairie Avenue,-is dominated by a broad,
elliptical bow window, reaching from the ground to the roof line, where it
is topped by a cornice. Centered aboVe‘the cornice is a larger dormer
window flanked by ornamented pilasters and capped by a steep gable lavishly
decorated with foliate bas-relief -and finials. On the curved sides of the
bow window, the cornice is topped by filigreed balustrades that form small
balconies in front of the side windows of the dormer.. '

Balancing the prominence of the bow w1ndow on the south of the front
elevation is the massive, arched stone entrance porch on the north, framed
on both the front and side facades by pilasters carrying an entablature
and ornately decorated with stringcourses, dentils, and foliate de31gns..
Opening on to this elaborate porch are the great double doors of walnut,

_embellished with wrought-iron scrollwork

A handsome wrought iron fence extends alOng the Prairie Avenue
frontage and a short distance back on 18th Street. ©On Prairie Avenue, it
opens into a pleasing arched entrance; while on the side it dips in a
graceful curve to accommodate a rounded balcony-like prOJection ‘beneath the
side arch of the mansion's great entrance porch. :

The 18th Street elevation is . abOut a half block long and is composed
of three elements: the maln house, the carriage house, and the connecting
link between. Hexe the window. placement is less formal than. in-the front.
The side facade is. dominated by a broad curved bay interrupted at the roof
line by brackets which support an additional half. story capped by a steep,
pointed roof with rounded corners, giVing a tower-like appearance to the‘
entire bay. The three tall, leaded windows dn the second floor of this
bay light the grand staircase w1thin.

An interesting touch at the back ofptheimuch‘plainer_cOurt side of
the house is a two-story, .copper—-sheathed oriel decorated with dentils and
foliate design and capped by a dormer window. '

It is said that the interior originally contained 29 rooms. Today,
although many rooms have been subdivided, the interior character has not
been altered significantly. All the main rooms are spacious and have
fireplaces of onyx or marble with carved wood mantels. Ceilings are
or decorated with plaster moldings. With story ‘heights measuring 13
on the first level, 12'4" on the second, and 10'6" on the third, cei
throughout are high. '
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7. (KIMBALL HOUSE) continued. (page 7 of 12 pages)

The large, completely oak-paneled entrance hall, its south side now
divided by a matching partition, has-'a beamed ceiling and two fireplaces.
On the north side of the room, beneath a molded archway with carved
spandrels -and brackets, is a small alcove.

The parlor's wainscot and bUllt“ln bookcases, cabinets, and secretary
of cherry wood have been bleached, and fluorescent lights have been
installed on the ceiling, which still: has its original decorative plaster
moldings, but the room could be restored to its’ origlnal beauty without
too much difficulty.

The dining room, with oak wainscot, has a large, built- in'buffet,>
elaborately carved. A big mirror is set’ above the fireplace, which is
.framed by carved wooden columns and mantel

A small office opening off the,entrance hall is paneled in dark oak,
and off this room is a small washroom containing the original marble wash
basin with brass fittings, 51milar to some those still to. be found
upstairs. :

Prominent features of the two-flight grandvstaircase are the
elaborately carved newel'at its foot and'carved stair rail.

Along the second floor corridor 1$ a balustrade Wlth nicely turned
" balusters, marked by two pairs of wood pillars with carved capitals. “The . -
balustrade turns to form a sort of balcony over the first landing of the
stairway. Here, and visible from.the entrance hall on the first floor,
was the Kimball's organ loft, its carved doors richly framed by splrally
..molded pillars with Compos1te capitals and a carved entablature

Even the stairway to the basement rooms has’an‘oak balustrade, half--
paneled wall, and interestingly carved newel at its foot. The large frbnt
.room here is divided by a wood and glass screen Wlth wide arched opening.‘
In the basement, also, were located the original kitchen and - other serVice
‘rooms. On the second and third floors were originally bedroéms and
servants' quarters. From the third- floor a very narrdy staircase leads
to a large attic with a skylight in the. steeply sloping hlp roof
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7. Coleman (Ames) House 1811 South Prairie Avenue
Condition: good Exterior altered slightly, interior altered

service ‘Original site (page 8 of 12 pages)
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(drawings are not to scale)

* Coleman (Ames) House, ca. 1886, Cobb and Frost architects. 5
The Coleman House is a two and one-half story brick structure, the’fro §23717.T21er
elevation (west side) of which is faced in red sandstone. Rectangular in -
plan and covered by a hipped-roof in front with a full 3rd story to the rear,
Fhe house has an asymetrical facade which is divided betWeen a bay window
and—en—enbrance porch topped by a square turret, The masonry of the facade-
is contrasting rusticated and finished sandstone laid in even.and ashlar
coursing. : T

The bay window (left sidé).extends two stories in height and is rough hewn
on.the lst floor and smooth on the second. The lintel's of the window
openings create stringcourses across the bay, which is topped by a carved
parapet, serving as a railing for the 3rd story balcony. Corresponding to
the bay is a gable at the 3rd story, pierced by three windows under arched
transoms and a broad eliptical relieving arch. The stone is more finished
at this level. The original 3 window opening in the gable was much narrower,
being separated by sandstone columns supporting the transom. These have
been replaced by metal columns making this area a window wall. The gable
has a coping of sandstone and sandstone finials decorate its base and peak.
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(7. Description--continued) (page 9 of 12 pages)

The arched entrance porch (right side) contained within the plan of the
building is one bay wide and three bays deep. Of the latter, the rear two
bays are part of the interior, containing a vestibule and part of the main
foyer. The archway over the entrance (and three side bays of porch) is
composed of 7 rough-hewn sandstone voussoirs supported by smoothly finished
columnettes with foliate decoration on their capitals. The entrance is
reached by a broad sandstone stairway. Above this entrance is a square
turret supported on a huge block of textured sandstone. The walls of the
turret are smoothly finished in contrast to the surrounding wall. Three
windows, long and narrow, w1th transoms.filled-in by stained-glass punctuate
the surface of the turret on its west: and south sides. The turret is topped
by a smaller hipped-roof capped w1th a copper flnlal ' '

The de51gn elements of the Coleman House show strongly the influence of
H.H. Richardson, whose Glessner House is across the’ street, and’ the
Romanesque Revival of the late l9th century. The interior of the Coleman
House has been used for office space’ for many years, although the rooms of
the upper floors have been subd1v1ded, the main floor remains much as it was 1
originally planned. ' -

The large foyer paneled in dark oak has a.tongue. and groove oak celllng
‘'supported by oak beams and a flreplace of terra cotta blocks with mosaic
tile hearth. Orlglnally, an open divided ‘with wood paneling below and-
classic wood pilasters above ﬁpparated the foyer from the small 51tt1ng room.
Sliding wood doors divide this room from the large front parlor, and another
pair of sliding wood doors divides the parlor from the foyer. . In the parlor
is a fireplace of onyx and elaborately carved wood, with a checkerboard-tiled
hearth. Like other main floor walls; those in' the parlor are partlally
wood paneled. '

Slldlng doors of glass and- wood separate the foyer from the dining room,
which has a fireplace of carved cherry wood, a large: mlrror above the mantel,
and . elaborately carved buffet, and a decoratlve ce111ng of geometrlc
patterns formed by applied molding._

Opp051te “the dining room is what was once the billiard room. Here the
fireplace is of green glazed tile, also with a. large mirror above the mantel
The celllng is recessed above where- the bllllard table formerly stood .

The broad staircase leading upstairs from the foyer, hasrdelicately turned
balusters. A lovely tall, leaded window on the nqrth side of the house
lights the stairway to the second flooxr. This window is remlnescent of the
later Art Nouveau movement. D :

! 8T MdY.
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7. continued (page 10 of 12 pages)
Keith House 1900 South Pralrle Avenue
v,Condltlon- fair

Exterior unaltered on front facade,-lnterlor altered
Orlglnal site. :

with a facade rather typlcal of the 18705, the house, except for its 31ze
and elaborate details, is similar -to numberous bay-front re51dences to be
found scattered throughout Chlcago.

It is a three-story brick building with limestone fac1ng -the front elevatlon.
It-sits high upon a foundation of limestone blocks (front elevation) with
deeply-cut coursing. The main floors are visually separated from this base
by a narrow stone balcony running the full width of the front elevation and
resting on ornate stone brackets. . (
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The facade's dominent features are an ornate entrance porch, a three-story
polygonal bay window,.and a slate-covered mansard roof, punctuated by dormers
and brick chimneys, which caps a 51mple~corn1ce.. This cornice, at the top
of all four walls of the house, is embellished with dentlls, but on the front
side it is further decorated with shaped brackets. .Nearly all the details on
the exterior of the house are derlved from Classrcal and French models. -

The entrance, eleven steps up from ground level, is protected by a porch
decorated with Classical moldrngs and’ supported by two free-standing columns
and two half-columns of the Comp051te order, -all constructed of limestone.
This provides the facade with a nlcely scaled” focal p01nt that dlstlngulshes
this residence from the more mlddle—class, 51mllarly designed houses of that
perlod "The roof of this porch prov1des a balcony with stone ‘parapet for

the second-story window above the entrance. The three-story bay window to the|

left of the entrance is balanced by palrs of matchlng w1ndows set into the
flat, right side. The facade is thus’ d1v1ded into three sections, emphasized
by narrow pilasters of more. ornately carved 11mestone which run from ground
level to the cornice line above the second story._ The front dormer windows
are centered above these three sectlons.:-‘ : : ¢

‘The smooth contlnulty of the llmestone sheathlng rs further embellshed by
.the detailing at the window openlngs.- ‘These tall, narrow openlngs are.
flanked by tall, elongated half—columns which are smaller ver51ons of those
at the entrance. These half-columns. support curved lintels with incised
scroll patterns on their flat faces. These beautifully proportloned double-
hung windows reflect the height and elegance of the rooms within. The
dormer windows are treated similarly" to those on the first two floors, with
half-columns flanking each window and supportlng a llntel whlch becomes . a
Classrcally designed entablature capplng the dormer._ ;

A large, separate coach house 1n harmon1z1ng archltectural style stands at
the ‘rear of the property.¢ " o ; £y

The 1nterlor of the Keith House, although less elaborate than many of the

other Prairie Avenue man51ons, reflects the dentility of ‘the turn-of-the-

century .life style. 1Its large main rooms are wood—paneled, walnscoted and
their floors are parquet. . The dlnlng—room ceiling is beamed and elaborately
decorated with plaster panels 1ntrlcately designed,. which apparently were
‘embellished with gold leaf, although: they are painted white today. As in

other houses of thlS period, the large, h1gh 51deboard of carved wood is

built in.

There are fireplaces throughout, some. of which are not in»their original
condition. The dining room fireplace was removed recently by.a member of
the Keith family. This fireplace was very elaborate; those 1n the library
and bedrooms are smaller and simpler in design.(

o )
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(7. Description, continued.) (page 12 of 12 pages)

Paneled wood frames the doors and windows on the first floor, and the
doorways are arched. The top sash of the tall, double-hung windows in all
the major rooms has glass that is curved at the top, although the sash itself
is rectangular. Some of these windows originally were glazed with stained-
glass. On. the main floor, folding shutters which disappear into the window
frame when completely open were common to houses of the period. Screens of -
metal bars were installed in the window. frames of the third floor. Many of
the original rooms of the house were partltloned when it was put into
commerc;al use, but the partitions are readily removable. Unfortunately, with
the exception of the dining room most of the beautiful dark mahogany woodwork
has been painted. The fact that the Keith! House is" of simpler design and
construction than its present--and probably most of its past--neighbors on
Prairie Avenue is attributable to its earller perlod, being one of the

first houses erected on the street that was. to became the SOClal center of
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

THE FORT DEARBORN MASSACRE

The Fort Dearborn Massacre was one of the most tragic events in early
Chicago history. From its beginning in 1803, Fort Dearborn has been an
important government outpost. In August of 1812, shortly after the
declaration of war against the British, the residents of the Fort were
ordered to evacuate and travel to the safety of Fort Wayne. They began
their journey on August 15, heading south on the trail that bordered the
lake shore. When they had gone about ane and a half miles the evacuees
were attacked and killed by Indians. Many years later this same area
became one of Chicago's fashionable residential sections, Prairie Avenue.
In 1893, George Pullman, one of the wealthiest residents on Prairie Avenue,
erected a monument commemorating the Massacre on the east side of his
property at 18th Street and Calumet Avenue. The statue stood on this site
until 1931 when it was moved to the Chicago Historical Society. In 1959

a bronze tablet depicting in bas-relief Pullman's monument was affixed

to an industrial building .at the -corner of 18th and Prairie. At present
this is the only physical indication that in this vicinity occurred the
tragic Fort Dearborn Massacre. This famous site was designated a "Chicago
Historical Site" on November 24, 1937 by the Charter Jubilee Commlttee and
the City Council of Chlcago.
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8. (continued) (page 1 of two pages)
Prairie Avenue

Beginning asgearly as 1870 and lasting well up to the turn of the
century, Prairie Avenue was the most fashionable residential neigh-
borhood in Chicago. The Avenue held the most exclusive members of
- the city's social, civic and business reglsters. The Fields, Armours,
. Palmers, Glessners, Pullmans, Kimballs, Keiths and Colemans' lived
here. Up one side of the Avenue and down the other they erected
elaborate and costly mansions, -sparing no’ expense inside or out.
Their homes were oomm1551oned to some of the nation's most famous
architects: H.H. Richardson, John Wellborn Root, Solon S. .Beman.
Once the buildings were completed they were furnlshedAwith imported
marbles and furniture and art. The lifestyle of Prairie Avenue was
no less than grand. And the development of the prea was a powerful
step in the young c1ty s march toward maturlty.
J
Only four homes' remain around the once lavish and soughtvafter
stretch of Prairie Avenue at Elghteenth Street. But. these homes
represent an excellent cross-sectlon of the character that once ran
the length of the Avenue.

The John J. Glessner House is Henry Hobson Rlchardson s magnlflcent
tribute to the Romanesque.: The W liam w. Kimball: House, patterned
after the Chateau de Josselln 1n rance, 1llustrates nlneteenth cen--
‘tury America's imitative attempt at dupllcatlng the classical opulence
of Europe. The Joseph G. Coleman House is an elegant. amalgamatlon

of the styles found in both the Glessner and Kimball mansions. The
Elbridge G. Keith House, " although the earllest and least pretentiouS‘
of the homes left, nevertheless reflects the gentlllty and dlgnlty
of the old Pralrle Avenue llfestyle. s

This Prairie Avenue DlStrlct offers a tremendous opportunity to '
.retain the grandeur of a forgotten era, and add to America's famous'
collection of re51dences four showpleces of 51gn1f1cant and irre- -
placeable architecture. el R . :).
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Statement of Significance
8. Glessner House (continued)

(page 2 of two pages)

John J. Glessner and Henry Hobson Richardson, who was selected as architect,
first met in May 1885, at which time Richardson inspected the .old Glessner
résidence and then¥surveyed the family's newly acquired property. Believing
that windows of a city house were not meant for viewing, and knowing that
when installed the openings were always. thlckly covered with layers of shades
and curtains for privacy, Richardson asked Glessner if he had ‘the courage o
to build a house without windows on the 'street front. Glessner s, '
affirmative answer beggan a relationship between client and architect that
resulted in one of the finest re31dences ever erected.

Glessner House was Richardson's' last comm1551on, for he died five weeks .
after finishing the final draw1ngs. After his death the re51dence was
built faithful to the great, archltect S plan. Although Richardson's
successor firm of Shepley,; Rutan and Coolldge actually constructed the
building, its boldness, strength and honesty of- des:.gn reflect the personal—
ity of. the architect and not the constructlon superv1sors... ,

The John J. Glessner House was ccmpleted after elghteen month, and the family
moved in December 1; 1887. ' Two stories: high, wlth both a “full basement
and attic, the house is faced ‘with heavlly rustlcated Wellesley granlte.
Because' it departs radically 1n ‘both ‘éxteridr de31gn and lnternal plan,
the house as well as its owners suffered severe cr1t101sm from” neighboring
re51dences at the time it went up. Sln e the other mansions - along Prairie
‘Avenue imitated the traditional Eurepea de51gn, it is understandable that
the the Glessner House being rough textured, with few visible’ w1ndows,,,f,,-
skirting the perimeter of the lot rather’than squattlng in the center, was
much cr1t1c12ed . . ; ;

However the house would help revolutionize residential as well as all Ameri-
can architectural design. -With Rlchardsen s work came the first break with
traditional, classic forms. of deslgn and detail.’ And because that gt
.Thappeded, a whole new style of. Amerlcan archltecture was ‘allowed to grow: to
‘maturity in the: work of the "Chlcago ‘School”. . Flourrshlng in the 1880s and
“90s, the Chicago School was a spec1flc style’of commerlcal archltecture :
typ1f1ed by the introducation of: ‘the Structural steel frame, and . embraclng
design principles totally w1thout reference to historibal styles.-'

‘Slmple and bold in its ma551ng, Glessner House was not only one ‘of
Richardson's greatest achievements, but 1t was also a model, along w1th
his Marshall Field Wholesale Store,. : later influence such famous
"~ architects as John-Root, Louis Sul s Lloyd erght.
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NEGATIVE FILED AT:
Commission on Chicago Historical and Architectural Landmarks

é

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Kimball House, 1801 South Prairie Avenue, View of Street and
South sides.
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(> Facade of Keith House, 1906 South Prairie Avenue
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |~ 7"
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM e T Y
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) b N;QBER e

Prairie Avenue District - Keith House
7 ;

18th and Prairie Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Chicago

STATE: COUNTY:

Cook

CODE

Illinois 57

CODE

031

PHOTO CREDIT:

Richard Nickel

DATE OF PHOTO:

19722

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Commission on Chicago Historical and Architectural Landmagksﬁ

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SUATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Illinois
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES C°;;;IY{

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

COMMON Prairie Avenue District

anp/or Historic: L0rt Dearborn Massacre Site

STREET AND NUMBER
Vicinity of 18th Street and Prairie Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: \/\ \, % I~
Chicago /’:’,x " (\'\\\\XS\'\ 4

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: \'\ /\\\y'.¥ \/\% ODE
Illinois 17 Cook NOITTGN 031

PHOTO CREDIT icnar

DATE OF PHOTO: 1972

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

Aerial view looking northeast from 20th Stree and Indiana Avenue.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STAE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Illinois
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES "
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 329

COMMON:

Prairie Avenue District

Fort Dearborn Massacre Site

Vicinity of 18th Street and Prairie Avenue ﬁ£7 2\

CITY OR TOWN:

Pt

Chicago

STATE:

L
CODE |COUNTY: (‘(3‘

Illinois Cook

BB R Richard Nickel

DATE OF PHOTO: 1972

NEGATIVE

FILED AT:
issi Historical and Architectural Landmarks

Chi

RIBE

DIRECTION, ETC.

View of Prairie Avenue, from 18th Street, toward South
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SUATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Illinois
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES °°”g;;k
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ___'f%"v'_"f_'ha_‘@n DATE

comvon: Prairie Avenue District

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

Vicinity of 18th Street and Prairie Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Chicago
STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
Illinois U371
SOURCE:
Jackson Park Quadrangle e
[scaLE: 1:24000 ,z\'\‘:)/\;

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

[ 7

1. Property broundaries where required. L'j EL}_}{) Q{,ﬁ <

2. North arrow. r’«\ \}/r.b% v;{)g

3. Latitude and longitude reference. A\ /,\, i;}:\/ P
X /43&\';\ i Y
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
RICHARD B. OGILVIE, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
102 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.
SPRINGFIELD 62706

CHICAGO OFFICE— 1227 S. MICHIGAN AVE. 60605

April 10, 1972

Mr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the Register

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

801 - 19th Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Enclosed please find three National Register Nominations forms for
Prairie Avenue Historic District, Chicago, Cook County, Union Miners
Cemetery, Mt. Olive, Macoupin County, and "Clover Lawn'" The David Davis
Mansion, Bloomington, McLean County.

Thank you for your quick attention to these nominations.
Sincerely,

Wikl & . Feeveasy

William G, Farrar

Illinois Historic Sites Survey
320 South Main Street

Benton, Illinois 62812

WGF/jah

RECEVED 2
APK 18 72 =
NATIONA. A/



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE p SR PNRRLERSD)

o

Date Entered NOV 15 S/

Name Location
taraball {(Johnm) livuswe 014 Shavaeatown

Callatin County

raixie Avenue Distriot Chicago
Coolk Coumniy

Also Notified

Stato Liaison Officer

Hon. Charles H. Percy ' Iz. Bonry N. Daxkhausen
ijon. Adlai B. Stevaneon, ILI . Dixqctoxr
tion. Kenneth J. Gray Department of Consoxvation
Hon. Prank Aununsio 102 Stata Offlce Bullding
: 400 south Epring Streat
Director, Noxtheast Reglon gpringfield, I1linois 62706

PHR  NRowland :mm 11/X7/72
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STATE OF ILLINOIS < 79&?

SRR M X BIEX KW SEX YK XX
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

102 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.
SPRINGFIELD 62706

CHICAGO OFFICE— 1227 S. MICHIGAN AVE. 60605

ILLINOIS HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY GLESSNER HOUSE
1800 South Prairie Avenue Chicago, Illinois 60616

19 February 1973

Mr, William Murtagh, Keeper

National Register for Historic Places
1100 "L" Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Bill:
Would you please have someone mark on the enclosed map the
exact boundaries of the Prairie Avenue Historic District. I

_have indicated what I believe was sent in as boundaries but
now need to be certain for reasons shown on the map.

aul E. Sprague
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H34-PHR AR 14973 Ca?é(

¥r, Paul Sprague

Historiec Structures Survey
1200 South Prairie Avenue
Chicage, Illineis 60616

Dear My, Spraguet

We are returning vour map with the proper boundaries of the Prairie
Avenue District marked inm red. As you can see, the actual boundaries
do vary from those you indicated, but the proposed arterial definitely
would intrude within the distriect,

This response has been delayed because we did not receive your letter
until yesterday. We recommend that correspondence not be sent to our
actual address on "L" Street, N.W,, but tot

Natienal Register of Histeric Places
Kational Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, H.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

1f we may be of further assistanee, pleasa do not hesitate to contact
USy

8incirely yours,

Charles A. Herrington
Chief, Review Unit
Hational Register

Eneclosure

ces
Mr. Anthony Dean, Director, Dept. of Comservatiom, 102 State Office
Butlding, 400 South Spring Street, Springfield, Illinois 62706 w/cy ime

Director, Northeast Region w/cy inc
LI

PHR - w/cy inc
CAHERRINGTON:so-p 3/14/73 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHR



STATE OF ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING
400 SOUTH SPRING ST.
SPRINGFIELD 62706

David Kenney CHICAGO OFFICE—1227 S. MICHIGAN AVE. 60605 James C. Helfrich

June 7, 1977

Kathy Burns

National Register of
Historic Places

National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Kathy:

Enclosed please find the owners and their addresses
for the Prairie Avenue Historic District which satisfies
your office's requirements resulting from the Tax Reform
Act of 1976.

Sincerely yo

/6

Keith A. Sculle
National Register Coordinator

KAS/js

enc.

Recycled Paper
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ASREA420

riRrit HUE.

OFFICE OF THE ASSESSOR

DATE 04/28/77

SOUTH CHICAGO

INCREASE NOTICE CONTROL REPORT

CITY

VoL PROPERTY NUMBER NAME ADCRESS

512 L1-22~-308=005=0000 ALEX LEVIN 708 N ASHLAND AVE CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-006-0000 DEVON BANK 742 6445 N WESTERN AVE CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-007-0000 DEVON BANK 742 6445 N WESTERN AVE CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-010-0000 GUS MANOS 1811 S INDIANA AV CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-011-0000 GUS MANOS 1811 S INDIANA AV CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-012-0000 GUS MANGS 1811 S INDIANA AV CHICAGQC
512 17-22-308-013-0000 GUS MANOS 1811 S INDIANA AV CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-014-0000 ANNA L MANOS 1811 S INDIANA AV CHICAGQO
512 17-22-308-017-0000 CITY OF CHICAGO R E CITY HALL ROCOM 601 CHICAGGC
512 17-22-308-018-0000 VOGUE TYRE & RUBBER CO 1935 S INDIANA AV CHICAGO
512 17-22-303-034-0000 CITY OF CHICAGO R E CITY HALL ROOM 601 CHICAGO
5l2 17-22-308-035-0000 CITY OF CHICAGD CITYy HALL ROOM 601 CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-036-0000 CITY OF CHICAGO R E CITY HALL ROOM 601 CHICAGQG
512 17-22-308-037-0000 WILBERT HASBROUCK 1900 _S PRAIRE AV CHICAGEC
512 17-22-308-043-0000 EXEMPT .

512 17-22-308-044-0000 REAL ESTATE DIV CITY HALL RM 601 CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-045-0000 GUS C MANOS 1811 S INDIANA AV CHICAGO
912 17-22-308-046-0000 REAL ESTATE DIV CITY HALL RM 601 CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-047-0000 CITY OF CHICAGO R E CITY HALL ROGCM 601 CHICAGO
512 17-22-308-048-0000 CITY OF CHICAGO R E CITY HALL ROGM 601 CHICAGQ
512 17-22-309-001-0000 RR DONNELLEY & SONS C 2223 M L KING DR CHICAGQO
512 17-22-309-002-0000 RR DONNELLEY & SONS C 2223 M L KING DR CHICAGC
212 17-22-309-004-0000 R R DONNELLEY & SONS 2223 SOUTH PARKWAY CHICAGO

TOTALS FOR THIS TOWN 23

)




